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Alfred, NY -- The Fiat Lux, Alfred University's student newspaper, won a national award for its Sept.16, 1998,
editorial headed "Sanctions harsh but necessary."The Columbia Scholastic Press Association's 1999 Gold Circle Award
was presented to Fiat staffers during the recent 21st annual spring national College Media Convention in New York
City. Ten staff members went to the convention with faculty adviser Dr. Robyn Goodman, assistant professor of
communications."The convention gave us a good opportunity to network with students working on other college
newspapers and exchange ideas," said Jay Weisberger, Fiat copy manager."After talking to students at other
newspapers, I am reminded how fortunate student media are at Alfred University," said Fiat editor Michelle Pancoe.
The AU contingent attended workshops on legal issues, ethics, news writing, design and layout, web design,
interviewing, and recruiting and keeping staff.The prizewinning editorial, written by Weisberger, Pancoe, and
Stephanie Webster, managing editor, supported the University's sanctions against members of the football team "The
University told students hazing will not be tolerated," the editorial says."The expulsion of a student and the suspension
of others from the football team was a harsh punishment, but consider what could have happened. Students could have
died," it says.The editorial applauded the action taken by University administration (which included the forfeiting of
the season's first football game) in response to an alleged hazing incident in late August, in which freshman football
players were allegedly forced to drink so much alcohol that five became acutely intoxicated, two of them requiring
hospital treatment.Although the University's tough stand on hazing was applauded by college and university officials
around the country, as well as many AU alumni and parents, it was not popular among undergraduates at the time the
editorial was written.Attending the convention from the Fiat along with the three authors of the editorial were Kelly
Knee, Sara Easton, Jen Burke, Carmen Andrews, Julie Neel, Don Howard, Ken Leidig, and adviser Robyn Goodman.
Goodman gave a workshop on troubleshooting and interviewing, which was attended by some 45 students and college
media advisers.


