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"The Dogs of Pripyat" by Leah Napolin, author of the play "Yentl" will be read for the public at 5 p.m. Friday, May 2,
and at 3 p.m. Saturday, May 3, in the C.D Smith Theatre in the Miller Performing Arts Center on the Alfred University
campus. The readings are free and open to the public. A reception in honor of Ms. Napolin, will follow the Saturday
reading.Ms. Napolin, a graduate of Alfred University, returns to campus with her newest play, which captures the
means and necessity of survival of hundreds of animals left to fend for themselves in the Ukraine, following the
nuclear disaster at Chernobyl. Her residency is supported by the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH)
Committee of Alfred University and the Performing Arts Division.On April 26, 1986, almost exactly 17 years ago, in
Chernobyl, in the Ukraine, then part of the Soviet Union, a nuclear reactor blew up. The full dimensions of the disaster
were not known for several days to the outside world. Truly, the full dimensions of the disaster in terms of the
destructive powers of radiation on the humans, the landscape, and the animals were not know for several months,
explained Napolin.The Soviet government, on the third day after the blast, ordered the evacuation of all people from
the area surrounding the inferno that had been Chernobyl Nuclear Reactor Unit #4. More than 135, 000 people were
moved off the land, many with as little as 30 minutes to prepare to depart. Latest statistics suggest that approximately
4,400 people died from the effects of radiation within a year of the accident.The people left their homes, their farms,
their mementos and, most sadly, their pets and their farm animals, said Napolin. They went off to decontamination
centers and relocations. A handful of peasants, wedded to the land, refused to move. They were left to fend for
themselves. Hundreds of pets, now abandoned in one of the hottest places on earth, had to fend for themselves, as
well. The Dogs of Pripyat is their story. It is their story of how they made do. The play exposes how they relearned
atavistic behaviors, bred out of them over the centuries and trained out of them by human masters throughout their
lives. A year after the disaster at Chernobyl, scientists and reporters checked on life in the "Exclusion Zone." The dogs,
highly radiated and left to their own devices, had survived and were doing well. Their strength, their courage, and their
tactics, as expressed by this amazing play are a tribute to the energy of life itself.Seating for these readings is limited.
Those planning to attend are asked to arrive early to assure your choice of seats.


