
AU football team comes up just short in comeback attempt at St. John Fisher 
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PITTSFORD Alfred University's late drive toward a possible tying touchdown stalled at the St. John Fisher 19-yard
line with under a minute to go and the Saxons fell to the host Cardinals 29-22 Saturday evening.Alfred (0-1, 0-1
Empire 8) began their late drive at their own 26-yard line with 2:23 left and drove 55 yards before senior tailback
Jesse Raynor (Weedsport/Weedsport) was stopped on fourth-and-three.Fisher (1-0, 1-0 Empire 8) scored on their first
drive of the game to take a 7-0 lead, but AU answered on its next drive, with junior quarterback Ron Duliba
(Forestville/Forestville) scoring on a six-yard run. Raynor added a one-yard run 48 seconds into the second quarter to
give the Saxons a 14-7 lead.Fisher would score 22 unanswered points and led 29-14 with just over 11 minutes left in
the game. Raynor scored on a one-yard run with 4:12 left in the game and a two-point conversion accounted for the
final scoring.Raynor was solid in his first action since a season-ending injury in last year's fourth game. He rushed 26
times for 116 yards and a pair of scores. Duliba threw for 137 yards but was sacked four times. Junior wide receiver
Jake Sprague (Johnsonburg, PA/Johnsonburg) had five catches for 65 yards.St. John Fisher got a big game from senior
tailback Jason Meyers, who ran for 191 yards and a score. Senior quarterback Greg Roland threw for 136 yards and a
score but was intercepted three times.Freshman free safety Aaron Myers (Delevan/Pioneer) led the Alfred defense with
19 tackles, including one for a loss, a forced fumble and an interception. Junior defensive end Bill Battaglia
(Cheektowaga/Cheektowaga) and senior linebacker Erich Ely (Jordan/Jordan-Elbridge) each had 11 tackles. Junior
cornerback Ray Sawner (Sylvan Beach/Oneida) and senior defensive end Jeremy Batt (Gowanda/Gowanda) each had
interceptions.Linebackers Jay Schickling, Mike Fox and Adam Cappotelli had 17, 13 and 11 tackles, respectively, to
pace the Fisher defense. Free safety David Blahowicz had four tackles and an interception.Alfred is in action next on
Saturday at 1 p.m. at Ithaca College.


