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ROCHESTER Alfred University honored five businesses at the annual Galanis Awards for Excellence in Family
Business banquet, Wednesday, Sept. 17, in Rochester.The awards were presented to Frey Electric Construction Co. of
Tonawanda; LeChase Construction Services of Rochester; Shaner Hotel Group, LLP, of State College, PA; Silk Road
Transport of Arkport, and Van Bortel Subaru of Victor. The Galanis Awards were established in 1999 with a $250,000
gift from Terry Galanis Sr. and his late wife, Marian Galanis, and their son, Terry Galanis Jr. Their family firm,
Sealing Devices, Inc., of Lancaster, has continually been recognized as one of the Top 100 Privately Held Businesses
in Western New York. Terry Galanis Sr. is a 1940 graduate of Alfred University and founder of Sealing Devices.
Terry Galanis Jr. is the company's current president and a member of the Alfred University Board of Trustees. The
awards recognize firms for their business success as well as sustained family involvement, innovation and a
demonstrated commitment to their employees and the local community.Prior to the presentation of awards, Erland E.
"Erkie" Kailbourne, retired CEO and chairman of Fleet Bank New York, spoke of the importance of family businesses
to the region's and nation's economy."The success of family-owned businesses is directly linked to the economic
wellbeing of our country," said Kailbourne. "These are families that have forged the American Dream."Kailbourne
commended the Galanis Award winners for their hard work and the impact they have made on their communities. "I
believe small businesses are the catalyst for future growth. Families like the ones we're honoring today will be
responsible for an economic resurgence," he said.AU President Charles Edmondson congratulated the award winners,
not only for their successes in business, but for how they've served the area. "The Galanis Awards define excellence by
more than profitability, but by innovation, growth, the quality of life for employees and the contributions to the
community," Edmondson said.Frey Electric Construction is a third generation family business that has grown steadily
since its founding in Buffalo in 1945 by Paul Frey. The firm specializes in complete electric system construction,
building management and communication infrastructure systems. Paul Frey ran the business until 1975, when his son,
Harry Frey, became president and CEO. Harry's son, Kent, took over as CEO and president in 1993. Kent's brother,
Scott, is a member of the company Board of Directors and his mother, Arlene Frey, has worked in the form's
accounting department for more than 20 years. LeChase Construction, founded in 1944, provides services in general
construction, data and telecommunications, facilities management, design and real estate development services. Wayne
LeChase, CEO and managing partner of LeChase Construction, is son of company founder Raymond F. LeChase. His
son, Raymond F. LeChase II, is a partner in the firm and a project executive. Lance Shaner and his brother, Fred
Shaner, founded Shaner Development Corp. in Bolivar, NY, in 1976. The business acquired unproductive apartments,
motels and other rental properties and made them profitable. Nearly three decades later, Shaner Hotel Group, now
headquartered in State College, PA, operates 23 hotels in 15 states, employing 2,400. Lance Shaner serves as company
chairman and CEO and Fred as president and chief operating officer. Lance's three children work for the firm.Silk
Road Transport was founded in 1980 in Springfield, MA, by Jane Karlsten and relocated to Arkport in 1990. The
company is one of the nation's prime transporters of oversized and overweight cargo, including large road and rail
vehicles. Karlsten remains CEO, while several members of her family are also active in the firm. Van Bortel Subara
was founded in 1991 by Kitty Van Bortel in the Rochester suburb of Victor. In 12 years, the company has grown to
become the largest-selling automobile dealership in Rochester and the largest Subaru dealership in the country. Van
Bortel Ford, owned by Kitty and her brother, Howard Van Bortel, is the largest Ford dealership in the Rochester
area.Terry Galanis Sr., who founded Sealing Devices in the garage of his home in Alden, NY, in 1963, spoke about the
important role family has played in his career as a businessman."I've been so fortunate to have had a family that is so
supportive," he said. "We wouldn't be here if it wasn't for my family, my friends and the people (who work) at Sealing
Devices. You can't do it alone."


