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ALFRED, NY The Alfred University football team broke open a tight game with a 27-point third quarter en route to a
41-6 Homecoming victory over visiting Hartwick Saturday afternoon at Merrill Field.Alfred (3-3, 1-2 Empire 8) led 7-
6 at the half, with the Saxons' lone score coming on a 51-yard touchdown run by senior tailback Jesse Raynor
(Weedsport/Weedsport) with 9:29 left in the first. Hartwick (1-4, 1-3 Empire 8) answered with 40 seconds left in
opening frame when quarterback Matt Nazarian connected with wide receiver Matt Willis on a 21-yard scoring pass.
The extra point failed and AU led 7-6.Alfred scored on its first five possessions of the second half, including all four in
the third, to put the game away. Raynor, who finished with 228 yards rushing and three touchdowns on 17 carries,
scored on a 33-yard run two minutes into the third. Five minutes later, junior quarterback Ron Duliba
(Forestville/Forestville) found junior wide receiver Chris Sargent (Ogdensburg/Ogdensburg) for an 18-yard score.The
Alfred defense came up big late in the third, scoring twice in less than three minutes. First, freshman linebacker Nick
Gatto (Bemus Point/Maple Grove) recovered a fumble by Hartwick punter Chris Ryerson in the endzone with 6:34 left
in third. With 3:54 left in the quarter, junior defensive end Bill Battaglia (Cheektowaga/Cheektowaga) sacked
Nazarian, forcing a fumble at the Hartwick 25-yard line. Battaglia picked up the ball and ran 25 yards for the score to
put AU up 34-6.The Saxons added a two-yard TD run by Raynor seven seconds into the fourth to close out the
scoring. Raynor's third touchdown of the game came five plays after junior cornerback Ray Sawner (Sylvan
Beach/Oneida) picked off s Nazarian pass at the Hartwick 40-yard line. Duliba threw for 77 yards. Senior wide
receiver Nick Coleman (Waverly/Waverly) had two catches for 31 yards, while Sargent added a pair of receptions for
27 yards. Freshman tailback Chaz Bruce (Rochester/Marshall) replaced Raynor in the fourth and ran for 49
yards.Nazarian threw for 192 yards, with Willis and fullback Zach Zeigler each catching five passes. Running back
Lindy Crea rushed for a team-high 74 yards for Hartwick, while Zeigler added 37.The AU defense held Hartwick to 6-
of-20 on third conversions and 0-of-4 on fourth down tries, helping to offset a 34:24 to 24:36 time of possession edge
for the Hawks. Freshman strong safety Aaron Meyers (Delevan/Pioneer) had a game-high 16 tackles. Sophomore
linebacker Brenton Brady (Rochester/Marshall) made 10 tackles, forced a fumble and defended two passes. Gatto and
senior end Jeremy Batt (Gowanda/Gowanda) each finished with six tackles and a sack.Linebacker Nick Tucci paced
the Hartwick defense with 11 tackles and a sack. Free safety Anthony Tomaino had seven tackles, while tackle Josh
Schroeder and end Brian Lovejoy each had a sack and a forced fumble.Alfred is in action next on Saturday, Oct. 18 at
1:30 p.m. at Utica.


