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The Mamadou Diabate Ensemble from Mali will be in residence at Alfred University, with several public appearances
planned. The group will present the Global Awareness Roundtable on Mali at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 23, in the
Knight Club, Powell Campus Center. The following day, Friday, Oct. 24, the ensemble will make a presentation to the
music appreciation and world music classes at 10:20 a.m. in Room 302, Miller Performing Arts Center. At 8 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 24, the Mamadou Diabate Ensemble will present a concert in Holmes Auditorium, Harder Hall on the AU
campus. All events are open to the public, free of charge. The Mamadou Diabate Ensemble's residency is sponsored by
the Division of Modern Languages, the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Division of Performing
Arts.Mamadou Diabate, for whom the ensemble is named, is a young Malian kora player and composer descended
from a long line of Manding musician-storytellers, the jeli (sometimes referred to by the French term griot). A member
of the famous Diabate family of Kita, Mamadou's extraordinary musical talent was recognized at a young age by his
father, who also played the kora, and his grandfather, who played the ngoni.Mamadou was trained from early
childhood by family members before moving to Bamako in his teens. In Bamako, Mamadou studied and performed
extensively, receiving help and encouragement from his cousin, Toumani Diabate. It was Toumani who gave Mamadou
his nickname, jeli kujan, which literally means "tall jeli."Since 1996, Mamadou has been living in the United States
and has collaborated with American artists like jazz musician Randy Weston and blues performer Guy Davis.
Although his performance on the kora is deeply rooted in the Keita style, he also incorporates innovative elements like
American blues, Bambara music (a pentatonic style from Mali) and Mandenka-style of playing, and the faster
Gambian style of kora playing.His first solo album, Tunga, showcases not only Mamadou's mastery of the kora but
also demonstrates his inventiveness and willingness to experiment with a variety of musical styles. He has just
completed a new solo kora recording.Mamadou continues to tour extensively, believing that his experiences and
interactions with other musicians are vital to his continued growth as an artist. Mamadou currently tours with his
ensemble, all of whom are also jelis. Balafon player Balla Kouyate (from a long line of balafon players), ngoni player
Cheikh Hamala Diabate, and singer/dancer Adjaratou Tapani Cissoko.


