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Steven Thomas

ALFRED, NY Steven Thomas, assistant professor of strings at the Greatbatch School of Music at Houghton College,
returns in July to Alfred University&s fifth annual MostArts Festival, a weeklong celebration of classical music on the
Alfred University campus in Western New York.

Thomas, a founding member of the MostArts Festival Orchestra, will conduct the Festival&s annual Young Pianists
Competition, which this year will award $20,000 in prize money to young pianists from across the U.S., including a
$10,000 grand prize.

“I look forward to the fellowship with professional musicians who come from all over the country to share this
wonderful opportunity to make music,” Thomas says, reflecting on his long association with the MostArts Festival and
its founder, Lisa Lantz, professor of music at Alfred University. Lantz planned and oversaw the first MostArts Festival
in 2014 and continues to serve as artistic director and driving force of the annual classical music festival.

Thomas, along with his wife, Martha, serves as co-director of strings at Houghton College&s Greatbatch School of
Music. His responsibilities include instruction in viola and bass, piano accompaniment for faculty and student recitals,



and the assistant conductorship of the Houghton Symphony Orchestra, in which he plays when not conducting. As
conductor of the MostArts Young Pianists Competition, he draws on his extensive teaching experience with young
artists in a musical education career that has spanned more than 30 years.

“It is a joy and a privilege to meet, rehearse and perform with these young artists, certainly among the top young
pianists in the world, as evidenced by their extraordinary skill and artistry,” he says. 

A resident of western New York, he also is an avid hiker, biker, canoeist, cross country skier, fly fisherman and private
pilot.

Thomas served for more than 30 years as high school orchestra director in the Williamsville and Amherst school
districts. His high school orchestras toured regularly, including performances by invitation at the NYSSMA Winter
Conference and the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic. He continues to serve as a conductor of youth,
community, college and professional orchestras and appears regularly as guest conductor.

The MostArts Young Pianists Competition begins with solo performances Wednesday, July 11 at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. in
Alfred University&s Miller Theater. The recitals are free of charge and offer the opportunity for the soloists to
demonstrate both their virtuosic talents and the poetic side of their artistry.

Final performances in the Competition will take place with Thomas conducting Thursday, July 12, and Friday, July 13,
in Miller Theater. The winner of the competition will be announced at the Gala Concert on Saturday evening, July 14.

MostArts includes additional exhibitions and instruction in performing and studio arts, including a July 14
demonstration of Raku pottery firing by world renowned ceramic artist Wayne Higby. The festival also coincides with
one-, two-, and four-week ceramic workshops on the Alfred University campus, led by internationally recognized
artists. Additional workshops of music, crafts and art will include a piano master class, clay pottery, painting, drawing,
gardening and creative writing.

For more information on MostArts, including a schedule of events visit: mostarts.alfred.edu.

https://mostarts.alfred.edu/index.cfm

