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ALFRED Ken Hassler, the winningest coach in Alfred University men's soccer history, is leaving the program to take
the head coaching job at Pfeiffer University. Hassler's resignation is effective Feb. 18. He begins his duties at Pfeiffer,
a Division II program in Misenheimer, NC, Feb. 21. The AU athletic department expects to begin a national search for
Hassler's replacement.Hassler said a desire to be closer to family played a role in his decision to take the Pfeiffer job.
His wife, Luisa, has a sister who lives two hours from Misenheimer. While he looks forward to the new opportunity,
Hassler said he will miss Alfred University, where he has coached the last 13 years, compiling a school-best 85 career
wins. "My feelings about leaving are mixed. I've loved my time here," he said. "Working with the players and
coaching staff over the years has been a wonderful experience. It never felt like work."James Moretti, director of
athletics at AU, said Hassler will be difficult to replace. "Ken really embodies the ideal Division III coach. His teams
more than competitive, but it goes beyond that. His student-athletes are among the most well-respected on campus,"
Moretti said. "We're going to miss him tremendously. It's a tough loss for the athletic department and the
University."During his tenure, Hassler built the AU men's soccer program into one of the most successful in the state.
His teams won Empire 8 Conference titles two of the last three years and he is a two-time Empire 8 Coach of the Year
(2001, 2003). This year's squad went 9-5-4 and advanced to the NCAA Division III playoffs for the first time in 15
seasons. Hassler looks forward to the challenges that face him at Pfeiffer, a member of the Carolinas-Virginia Athletic
Conference (CVAC). The Falcons went 8-7-2 last season and finished fourth in their conference."There's a lot of
excitement in the program," Hassler said. "It will be great to be a part of it. It's hard to leave a program as successful
as Alfred has become. My challenge will be to create at Pfeiffer a lot of what we've built up here."With all but one
player returning next year, Alfred is poised for continued success. "I'm very excited (for the Saxons). The team has a
tremendous amount of talent, desire and willingness to work hard," he said. "It's difficult to walk away from it, not so
much for the chance to achieve higher goals, but because I'm leaving guys I've shared so much with. Seeing them grow
as players and people has always been the best part of the job."During Hassler's career at Alfred, 34 of his players
earned all-conference selections, while five earned all-region recognition. Fifteen have been named all-conference or
all-region scholar athletes, one was recognized as a national academic All-American and two earned the ECAC Merit
Medal awarded to the university's premier student-athlete. In the last two seasons, 14 athletes made the Dean's List and
22 earned GPAs of at least 3.0. Four have been named to the Empire 8 conference's President's List honoring students-
athletes with GPAs of 3.75 or higher and one earned the prestigious SUNY Chancellor's Award for Student
Excellence.Hassler is a graduate of Plymouth (NH) State College where he was a four-year standout for the Panthers.
Before becoming Alfred's head coach in 1991, he was an assistant coach at Ithaca College from 1990-91. He was also
an assistant coach at Plattsburgh State University (NY) from 1989-1990 and was the head coach at New England
College from 1987-89. Hassler and his wife, Luisa, have a son, Kenny, who turns 3 in March.


