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Alfred, NY - Alfred University will welcome its largest freshman class in 25 years to campus Aug. 27, when 566
students arrive on campus."We checked the records going back 25 years, and it is the largest entering class we have
had in that time," said Katherine McCarthy, director of admissions.Last year, the University enrolled 476 incoming
students, but it is not really accurate to compare this year's to last's, which was slightly lower than it has been in the
past, noted McCarthy. In 1996, the freshman enrollment was 511, so this year's is 10.7 percent higher than that. To
accommodate the additional students, the University is leasing the Robinson Champlain Residence Hall from its
neighbor across the street, the two-year Alfred State College of Technology."Alfred State has been wonderful in
working with us to resolve our space crunch," said Gerald Brody, vice president for Student Affairs. "They have been
very cooperative, very helpful in agreeing to lease us the space and then preparing it for our students."Kruson
Residence Hall, which has been housing for upperclassmen, has been converted to a freshman residence hall. Those
returning students who were slated to live there are being offered their choice from vacant rooms in other AU
buildings, or in Robinson Champlain.The private units of the University -- the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences,
the College of Business and the School of Engineering and Professional Studies -- will have a total of 367 freshman
students, while the state-supported unit, the New York State College of Ceramics, has admitted 199 students, 76 in
ceramic engineering and materials science, and 123 in art and design. A year ago, the University experienced a dip in
the number of women students enrolling in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences; this year, the number rebounded
to what it has been in the past, with a net gain overall in the College of Liberal Arts and Science. Business, too, had a
marked increase, with 50 students this year, compared to 34 last year."We saw an increase in engineering across the
board," said McCarthy, in examining programs that saw increases this year compared to last year. There will be 50
students entering the private-sector engineering programs in mechanical and electrical engineering, compared to 36 a
year ago. Ceramic Engineering and Materials Science has shown a marked upswing over the past three years, going
from 56 in 1996 to 68 last year and 76 this year.McCarthy said that increases in engineering enrollment are generally
tied to a booming national economy which raises the demand for engineering graduates.The University's program in
athletic training is five years old, "and is starting to get some recognition and build a reputation," noted McCarthy.
That is reflected in an increase from 10 students last year to 14 this year.McCarthy cannot pinpoint any one reason
why the number of entering students jumped so dramatically. "From what we are hearing, we are getting a general
sense that students and their parents just like the whole package: the individualized academic programs and the
accessible faculty, as well as the student life opportunities and the leadership programs that allow them to augment
what they experience in a classroom." All those factors create what McCarthy calls a "supportive, but challenging,
environment."Academic quality of the incoming students "held steady, even with the larger class coming in," noted
McCarthy. About 85 percent of the incoming class ranked in the top half of their high school graduating class, a
percentage that's been consistent over several years. Average College Board scores for the entering class were 1123,
compared to 1126 a year ago and 1118 in 1996.Overall, the University's total enrollment is up "about three or four
percent" over the previous year, noted McCarthy, with this year's figure being 1,938, compared to 1,869 a year ago. As
of a week ago, the University had enrolled 64 transfer students as well; that number will typically continue to grow
until classes actually start.


