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William D. Parry, Alfred University professor of sculpture emeritus, who taught in the School of Art & Design from
1963 until his retirement in 1989, died Monday, Feb. 16, 2004, at Wellsville Manor Nursing Home in Wellsville, NY.
He was 85.Parry was born May 5, 1918, in Lehighton, PA, the son of Edward J. and Ruth Harleman Parry. A 1947
graduate of the School of Art & Design at Alfred, Parry's career as an artist and a teacher spanned more than 50 years,
and led to him being named a Fellow by the National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts in 1991. He was also
honored by Alfred University as the recipient of the Kruson Faculty Award for Distinguished Service in 1989. The
School of Art & Design held a retrospective exhibition of his work, "William Parry: Master Teacher" in 1991 in the
Fosdick-Nelson Gallery. Selected work by Parry was also exhibited at the Fosdick-Nelson Gallery in 1998.Parry first
entered Alfred University in 1938, but World War II interrupted his education. He served in the U.S. Army from 1941-
1945, and returned to Alfred to continue his education after his discharge. After earning his degree, Parry began
working as a designer for a pottery manufacturer in California, but found he missed what he called the "conversations"
with other artists found in an academic setting. He joined the faculty of the Philadelphia College of Art in 1948,
advancing to the rank of full professor and director of the dimensional studies department before leaving in 1963 to
return to Alfred University."Bill Parry was an elegant, soft spoken man who will be remembered for his kindness and
generosity, as well as, his complex creative intellect," said Wayne Higby, professor of ceramic art and a colleague of
Parry. "Bill's teaching was unique. He always structured remarkable conversations of ideas for his students that led
them to their own insights. He opened unexpected paths of inspiration for everyone who worked with him."Bill's own
work as an artist was mercurial. It neither set nor followed any trends. Bill was always true to himself. He explored
sculpture with a conviction that continually involved risk and a good question. In memory, Bill Parry will remain a
mentor to all who believe in the deep poetry and meaning of the artist's life," Higby said. Parry, in a 1987 interview,
told a reporter that although he was "really interested in teaching the things that are teachable," much of what makes a
good artist isn't teachable, but something that comes from within the person. The role of an art teacher, he said, is to
help students "develop confidence in their own inner urges and ideas [and then to] show that confidence, to make their
work confident about itself."Throughout his career, beginning in 1948, Parry's work was featured in major
competitions and exhibitions nationally and internationally. His work is found in the permanent collections of several
museums, including the Everson Museum in Syracuse and the Schein-Joseph International Museum of Ceramic Art at
Alfred. He was a former chairman of the Design Division of the American Ceramic Society and was the first president
of the National Council on Education for Ceramic Arts.After his retirement, Parry gained recognition for his part in the
"bump the dump" effort in Allegany County. On April 5, 1990, he was one of six senior citizens who chained
themselves to a bridge outside the town of Caneadea when the New York State Low-Level Radioactive Waste Siting
Commission attempted to gain access to one of three Allegany County sites it was considering for a nuclear waste
dump site. Their protest - and the publicity it generated - was among the reasons the Siting Commission suspended its
efforts to locate a low-level radioactive waste site in New York State. In 1941, Parry married the former Nellie Bond,
daughter of the late Dr. Ahva J.C. Bond of Alfred, a former dean of the School of Theology at Alfred University and a
descendent of one of AU's founding families. Nellie Bond Parry died in 1984. They had three daughters: Megan
(Lesley) Brill of Detroit, MI, and Hartsville, NY; Wyn (Christopher Frechette) of Rochester; and Amanda (Brian)
Oglesbee of Wellsville; and grandchildren Ben and Calista Brill; Wesley, Louis and Samuel Frechette and Max and
Phoebe Oglesbee. In August 1990, he married the Rev. Elizabeth "Pat" McQuay Sibley, who taught English at Alfred
University from 1961 until her retirement in 1983. He is also survived by a stepson, Mark (Paul) Sibley-Schreiber of
New York City; a stepson-in-law, Brant Brill of Detroit, MI, and two step-granddaughters, Lauren and Kira Fries. His
stepdaughter, Marilyn Fries, predeceased him. He is also survived by a brother, Edward Parry of Henrietta, NY, and a
sister, Gracemarie Pons of New Jersey.There will be no calling hours. The Rev. Patricia Bancroft will conduct a
memorial service at 2:30 p.m. Saturday, February 21, 2004, at the Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church.Memorial
contributions in Mr. Parry's name may be made to the Alzheimer's Association, Rochester Chapter, 435 E. Henrietta
Road, Rochester, NY 14620.Condolences may be sent to Mrs. Elizabeth Parry, 6405 Palmiter Road, Alfred Station,
NY 14803.


