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Alfred, N.Y.--George G. Raymond, Jr., built a family business of international renown.Now, the former head of
Raymond Corp. is making it possible for other family firms to succeed.Raymond, a life member of the Alfred
University Board of Trustees, and his wife, Robin, have pledged $2 million to endow a chair in AU's Center for
Family Business. There are only two other chairs of this kind in the country."The University tapped George
Raymond's business expertise frequently during his tenure on the Board of Trustees, and his impact on Alfred will be
felt for many more years thanks to this latest expression of leadership and commitment," said President Edward G.
Coll, Jr. The chair will have "primary responsibility for developing the academic program within the Center for Family
Business, including the minor in family business management," said David Szczerbacki, dean of the College of
Business. According to Szczerbacki, the minor provides a foundation for students involved in a family business,
considering a career in a new family business, or planning to serve as a professional resource to a family-owned
business."More than 95 percent of all businesses in this country are family owned or controlled," said Raymond. "They
provide 60 percent of the GNP as well as 60 percent of the employment, making them a very important component of
the American economy. Alfred University has compiled an exemplary record of helping family businesses and I am
delighted to help carry on this tradition by supporting one of its many fine academic programs."The Center for Family
Business, established in 1994 in the College of Business, has sponsored a host of outreach programs aimed at
strengthening family firms in the region. In addition to seminars and roundtables on the AU campus, the Center
sponsored the 1997 Chautauqua Family Business Conference."The chair will also have responsibility for these outreach
components," said Szczerbacki.Raymond attended Cornell University before joining Raymond Corp. in 1942, a family-
owned company headquartered in Greene, N.Y. He started as sales manager and eventually became president, CEO
and chairman of the board. By the time Raymond retired, the company had expanded its operations to include plants
throughout the United States and Canada and was recognized as an international leader in the manufacture of
automated material-handling systems.Raymond joined the Alfred University Board of Trustees in 1974 and served as
chairman from 1978-1983. He also chaired the Human Resources Committee and served on the Executive, Finance,
Strategic Planning, and Student Affairs committees, and was on special assignment to the Research and Technology
Committee.His advocacy and commitment to Alfred University was recognized in 1983, when he was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Laws degree, and again in 1993, when he was named a Life Member of the Board of Trustees.
Last spring, he became the third person to receive the Kenyon Award, which carries the name of Alfred University's
first president (William C. Kenyon) and recognizes exemplary and distinguished service to the University. George and
Robin Raymond reside in Naples, Fla., and Siasconset, Mass. They have six children.


