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ALFRED, NY With four of its top five scorers gone from 2004, the Alfred University men's lacrosse team will need a
host of players to take on more prominent roles on offense if the Saxons are to improve on last season's 6-7 record.
Head coach Preston Chapman expects solid defense, ball control and smart play will help the Saxons overcome the
loss of the bulk of its scoring from a year ago. AU will miss the offensive punch provided by four-year letterwinners
David Vail, Dylan Macro, Trevor Archer and Anthony Fiorelli. The quartet combined to score 114 of the team's 167
goals last year. The Saxons do, however, return the team's second-leading scorer, sophomore midfielder Andy German
(Wayne, PA/Radnor). German had 49 points on 29 goals and 20 assists and picked up 51 groundballs on his way to
being named Empire 8 Conference Rookie of the Year for 2004. He was named a 2005 preseason honorable mention
All-American by Inside Lacrosse magazine."Andy's an excellent all-around player who has tremendous knowledge of
the game," said Chapman. "Other teams will be keying on him this year so we won't be able to just put the ball in his
stick and let him go. He'll have to be more creative."As good as German is, he'll need help from a group of attackmen
that is young and inexperienced. Among players competing for time on attack are sophomore Jeff Andrews
(Horseheads, NY/Horseheads), junior Sergio Ibarra (Buellton, CA/Midland) and freshman Chris Smith (Buffalo,
NY/Bishop Timon). Andrews scored four goals as a freshman, while Ibarra netted one and dished out a pair of assists
in 2004.Chapman has several newcomers vying for playing time at attack. They include Smith, freshmen Dan Hall
(Brookfield, CT/Brookfield) and sophomore Steve Roff (Liverpool, NY/Liverpool). "Our attackmen are good finishers,
but they're going to have to create their own scoring opportunities to be successful," said Chapman. "I see us relying
on our midfield, especially early in the season, to help generate offense."While most of the Saxons' attackmen are
young and have played little, there are several experienced players at midfield and defense. Chapman will count on
them to carry the load early in the season as the front line gains experience.Joining German at midfield will be junior
co-captain Carlo DiRisio (Prattsburgh, NY/Penn Yan) and junior Adam Griffin (New Hartford, NY/New Hartford).A
two-time letterwinner, DiRisio will be counted on to provide leadership, while controlling the midfield and add more
scoring. A starter in four games last season, DiRisio finished with 13 points on nine goals and four assists while
picking up 19 ground balls. Griffin, who moves to the midfield after playing attack his first two years, had six points
(5G, 1A) in 2004. "Carlo was hurt early last year and was never really 100 percent," Chapman said, referring to a bad
ankle sprain DiRisio suffered in the first game of 2004. "We're really going to count on him this year. He's a complete
midfielder a very good shooter, a solid defender and a hard worker on ground balls. "Adam plays solid defense and
just gets the job done. We'll be counting on (DiRisio and Griffin) to score for us as well."Junior Pete Feriello (Nanuet,
NY/Alberto Magnus) saw action in 12 games, mostly for faceoffs (winning 123 of 262 draws) and picked up 56
groundballs (second on the team). Chapman said he and freshman Tom Argentieri (Horseheads, NY/Horseheads) could
take the bulk of the faceoffs this season.Returning midfielders who will compete for playing time include sophomores
Andy Aylward (Oswego, NY/Oswego), Ben Cantor (Pembroke, NH/Kimball Union Academy) and Liam Ealahan
(Tully, NY/Tully). Freshmen midfielders hoping to make an impact include Argentieri, Brian Adams (Horseheads,
NY/Horseheads), Ben Coburn (Liverpool, NY/Liverpool), Doug Kulp (Baltimore, MD/Western School Tech), Ed
Leoni (Rochester, NY/Gates Chili) and Lincoln Steele (Keen, NH/Keene)."We're going to need solid play from our
midfield, on offense and defense," Chapman commented. "With a young attack, the midfield will have to carry the
load in the beginning."The Saxons are most experienced at defense, where all three starters return. The team's lone
senior, co-captain Josh Parker (Hamburg, NY/Hamburg), is a two-year starter and team captain who had 30
groundballs in 2004. He is joined by a pair of sophomores - Mike McCarthy (Kinnelon, NJ/Kinnelon) and James
Powell (Corning, NY/Corning East), who played well as freshmen last year. Powell had 57 groundballs (tops on the
team), while McCarthy had 30. Of the three, Chapman said, "(Powell) is a very good defender who puts himself in
good position and is excellent on ground balls. (McCarthy) is a big defender with very good one-on-one skills who
we're counting on to be a physical presence. (Parker) is our team leader and also our best takeaway defender. He's very
good on ground balls."Providing depth at defense is junior Tristan Hujer (Hamburg, NY/St. Francis), a two-year
letterwinner who started six contests in 2004, recording 24 groundballs, and junior Matt Hall (Salt Lake City,
UT/Judge Memorial), who had 18 groundballs last year. The pair will primarily play as long-stick midfielders."We
have a solid defense and they will be the backbone of this team," Chapman said. "It's where we have the most
experience. "Newcomers on defense this season include freshmen Eric Thibault (West Seneca, NY/Bishop Timon),



Adam Golden (Maine, NY/Maine-Endwell), Scott White (Smithsburg, MD/Smithsburg), Phil Feichtner (Milan,
PA/Elmira (NY) Notre Dame) and Nick Garafoli (Plainsboro, NJ/West Windsor Plainsboro).Sophomore Chris
Wszalek (West Seneca, NY/West Seneca East) is the leading candidate to start in goal. As a freshman, he started all 13
games, allowing 14.50 goals per game with a .455 save percentage. Chapman expects Wszalek to be much improved
from last season and will count on him to anchor a solid Saxon defense."Chris is solid in all phases as a goaltender. He
has good stick skills, puts himself in good position and throws good outlet passes. He just has to remain consistent,"
Chapman said. "Chris needs to be the quarterback of our defense and step up and be a more vocal leader."Despite
Wszalek's experience as a starter, Chapman describes the competition for playing time between the pipes as "wide
open." Also vying for time in goal will be sophomore Drew Foster (Pittsford, NY/Pittsford) (who saw action in five
games last year, recording a 15.43 goals-against average and .341 save percentage) and freshmen Erick Goins (Colden,
NY/St. Francis), Dan Manti (Tully, NY/Tully) and Matt Cohn (Worthington, OH/Thomas Worthington).Chapman said
his team will have to accomplish a number of objectives to be successful in 2005. Because the attack is so young and
inexperienced and will need time to develop a scoring punch, the team will try to avoid getting into shootouts."We
have to control the ball. I don't see us winning a lot of 17- or 18-goal games. We have to limit the scoring
opportunities of our opponents and make the most of ours," Chapman said. To do that, the Saxons will need to
improve on faceoffs and keep penalties at a minimum. "If there's a season where we need to stick to our game plan all
year, this is it."AU will have to be on its game from the beginning, as the Saxons open with games at Stevens Tech
and against Messiah in Florida. Both teams played in the NCAA playoffs last year, as did 2005 opponents Geneseo
and Empire 8 Conference champ Nazareth. All told, eight of the teams on Alfred's 2005 schedule played in the
postseason last year."We have a very hard-working team that I can tell will improve as the season progresses,"
Chapman said. "We just have to take it game by game."


