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A $35 million gift to Alfred University to support its visual and performing arts programs has the power to transform
the 169-year-institution, said President Charles M. Edmondson in announcing the gift at a campus-wide meeting
earlier today. The gift is the largest ever in AU's history, and may be one of the largest endowment gifts made to a
U.S. institution to support arts education.Faculty, staff and students were invited to Holmes Auditorium in Harder Hall
to hear that the University's most generous donor, Dr. Marlin Miller, Jr., a 1954 graduate of AU, as well as a member
of its Board of Trustees and former chairman of the board, and his wife, Regina, will give a total of $35 million to
support the University's visual and performing arts programs. The commitment was made a year ago, Edmondson said,
but at the Millers' request was not announced to the Board of Trustees and campus until now."Rarely does an
institution like Alfred University receive such an opportunity to literally change the course of its future," said
Edmondson. "The Millers' generosity, which springs both from a love of the arts and from Marlin Miller's abiding
affection for his alma mater, will have a profound effect on Alfred University for generations to come." "Marlin Miller
has provided the leadership, the vision, and now the wherewithal, to create a true national center for the arts at Alfred
University," President Edmondson said. "We will now begin the discussion of how best to make Mr. Miller's vision a
reality."For Marlin Miller, the arts - both performing and visual arts - are a very important part of the education
students receive at Alfred University, and he hopes to provide an even more powerful exposure to the arts for future
students. A ceramic engineering student who earned an MBA from Harvard University, Miller became involved in the
arts through his late first wife, Marcianne Mapel Miller, who received a BFA degree from Alfred in 1955. She was a
ceramic artist who was also heavily involved in performing arts at Alfred. He often found himself waiting for her in the
studio or the theater, and gradually was drawn into a greater appreciation for the arts.That immersion of a "science and
math guy" into the visual and performing arts is something that can only happen at a school like Alfred University,
Miller believes. "At a big school, art would have just been in another building on campus. I would not have been thrust
into that kind of environment," Miller said in an interview for The Alfred Magazine last spring. "The diversity of
experiences at Alfred is something really worth preserving, and making sure that it thrives and prospers," said Miller.
Marlin and Ginger - who is a watercolor artist - Miller intend to make that happen with their newly announced gift.The
amount includes the $10 million - announced last spring - to build a 500-seat proscenium theater at the award-winning
Miller Performing Arts Center, which opened in 1995 and which was also a gift from Marlin and Ginger Miller. The
additional $25 million will go into the University's endowment and will be earmarked specifically to support the arts at
Alfred University. The annual income from the endowment will be used to fund professorships; provide scholarships
to attract the most talented students; and provide support for the visual and performing arts programs at Alfred
University, Edmondson said. The School of Art & Design at Alfred University is already internationally known. US
News and World Report has consistently ranked its Master of Fine Arts program in ceramic art as number one in the
nation and sixth overall among all MFA programs. "This gift from the Millers will allow us to attract and retain top
professors in all arts disciplines," said Joseph S. Lewis III, dean of the School of the Art & Design. "It will allow us to
recruit some of the top students in the nation and the world, and provide them with scholarships, and it will allow us to
enhance the visibility of the arts at Alfred."Equally exciting is the opportunity to explore the intersections between fine
and performing arts, Lewis said. Over the past several years, a number of BFA students in the School of Art & Design
have become involved in the technical side of the performing arts program at Alfred, designing costumes, make-up,
stage sets and props for the various productions, and several of them have won regional theater awards for that work.
"Those are the kinds of things we hope to develop more fully with support from the Millers' endowment.""Over the
past year, as meetings with the architects have led to a likely design of our new theater, the faculty and students in the
Division of Performing Arts have grown even more excited about the many possibilities afforded us by the Millers'
generosity," said Stephen Crosby, professor of theatre and chairman of the Performing Arts Division."We are
convinced that with the facilities already provided to us in the Miller Performing Arts Center, plus the new theater, the
Millers have given Alfred University what it needs to place itself on the national scene as one of the truly outstanding,
unified educational programs of theatre, music and dance," Crosby added.


