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Lea Rood Powell of Valley Forge, PA, who served as a member of Alfred University's Board of Trustees from 1995 to
2001, has made a $1 million gift to help support the Lea R. Powell Institute for Children and Families at Alfred
University. "This gift will help support the Institute at Alfred University that bears Lea Powell's name, but the benefits
of her gift will extend beyond our University," said AU President Charles M. Edmondson. "With her previous support,
the students in our Doctor of Psychology program in School Psychology have gained valuable clinical experience, and
have provided much-needed services to families, particularly to children, in a rural area that traditionally has been
under-served by mental health professionals. Her most recent gift will assure the benefit continues far into the
future.""Mrs. Powell has been wonderfully supportive and incredibly generous to the Lea R. Powell Institute for
Children and Families, and to the School Psychology Program at Alfred University," said Dr. Ellen Faherty, Institute
director. A portion of Mrs. Powell's most-recent gift, $150,000, will be used to expand the facilities at 6 Sayles Street
where the Powell Institute provides a home for the Child and Family Services Center, the Center for Rural School
Psychology, and the Rural Justice Institute. "We will gain additional office space and student work areas, as well as
upgraded facilities to accommodate large group meetings," said Faherty. She anticipates work on the addition will
begin this summer. The remainder of the new gift - $850,000 - will be added to the endowment for the Powell
Institute, with the income from the new endowment used to establish the Lea R. Powell Fellowship in School
Psychology for incoming students in the doctoral program in School Psychology."All incoming students receive some
assistance," Faherty said, "but this Fellowship will give students additional funding for their first year of study, and that
will help us attract top students."Additionally, the funds will create the Lea R. Powell Honors Award, to be given at
Honors Convocation each spring to recognize "outstanding performance by a student in the Doctor of Psychology
program," said Faherty. The recipient will be determined by "outstanding achievement in research, teaching, clinical
practice and/or service to the profession, the University or the community."The Institute will also gain some
operational support from the annual income generated by the endowment.Arthur L. and Lea R. Powell established the
Institute in 1994. In the time since the Institute's founding, "We have been able to make a significant impact on the
mental health services available to children and families in the Southern Tier of New York and the Northern Tier of
Pennsylvania and the training opportunities provided for future school psychologists" Faherty said. Complemented by
the resources made available by the Powell's generosity, the Institute and the Division of School Psychology faculty
have been successful in securing several grants for collaborative projects with schools in the region. One allows for the
creation of problem-solving teams, placing School Psychology students with public school district personnel teams, to
assess children's needs and develop appropriate educational and related interventions to meet those needs. Another
federal grant creates school-based psychological service clinic sites in four rural school districts. Through the Rural
Justice Institute, which is housed at the Powell Institute, collaborative efforts of representatives of law enforcement
agencies, domestic violence service providers, social services, health-care providers, probation, the courts, and school
districts have focused on enhancing the delivery of services to troubled youth who have been exposed to domestic
violence. Particular attention has been given to training others how to identify and deal with victims of domestic
violence, especially children. As a partner in the Rural Justice Institute efforts, the Lea R. Powell Institute for Children
and Families provides direct services to those families and children affected by domestic violence. "Lea Powell is very
interested in assuring that children and families are getting the help they need," said Faherty. "There is a major
shortage of mental health services in rural areas, but thanks to Lea Powell and the work her gifts have allowed us to do
through the Institute, we have been able to address this need, providing services, free of charge, to children and
families who could not otherwise afford treatment."Arthur L. Powell is a 1943 alumnus of Alfred University, and
served on its Board of Trustees for 21 years, including six years (1989 to 1995) as chairman of the board. When he
retired from the Board in 2001, he was awarded Life Trustee status. The University conferred honorary doctoral
degrees on Art and Lea Powell in 1995, recognizing "their dedication, service and commitment to the University.""I
have adopted this school as my very own," said Lea Powell when she stepped down as a trustee. The University's
campus center, which opened in 1995, is named in honor of Art and Lea Powell in appreciation for the gift that made
its construction possible. The Powells are among the University's most generous donors. "Whenever Alfred University
has had a need, the Powells have been among the first to step forward to help us meet that need," said Edmondson.


