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The Brian Brooks Moving Company will return to the Alfred University campus for a dance residency Sept. 8-10.Due
to the popularity of "Dance-O-Matic" last year, the company was invited to return, this time to teach and perform
"Piata." Performances will be at 8 p.m. Friday, Sept. 9, and Saturday, Sept. 10, in the C.D. Smith Theatre at the Miller
Performing Arts Center."Who needs fireworks when there's 'Piata?'" says the New York Times. "In his evening-length
dance Piata, New York based choreographer Brian Brooks will excite his audience with minimalist by physically
rigorous choreography; a collage of music, ranging from Senor Coconut to Ravel, from Cyndi Lauper to Cesaria
Evora; costumes that feature white lace, feather Mohawks, and flamenco-inspired, ruffled gowns; and by flooding the
stage with a full spectrum of color. "Performed by the five members of the Brian Brooks Moving Company, Piata
begins in a wash of white, complete with a bleached floor and layers of confetti that envelop the stage. The work
slowly morphs into a kaleidoscope of color through the intricate use of lighting, costumes, and masses of tissue
confetti."The New York Times sums it up: "Brian Brooks is a boy who just wants to have fun. He balances formal,
unison movement with bold strokes of color and a charming vaudevillian flair."Brian Brooks will teach a master class
open to the public from noon to 1:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 9, in Room 300 of the Miller Performing Arts Center.The
performances are open to the public, free of charge, and are made possible by the Marlin and Ginger Miller Dance
Residency Program at Alfred University. Reservations are required, and may be made by calling Alfred University's
Division of Performing Arts at 607-871-2828. More information about Alfred University's dance program and the
Miller Residency Program may be obtained by e-mailing Chase Angier, assistant professor of dance at Alfred
University, at angierc@alfred.edu.
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