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124 DEGREES CONFERRED
Need For Personal Liberty
Stressed By Dr. Valentine

Following are some significant
quotations from the commencement
address of Dr. Alan Valentine, presi-
dent of the University of Rochester:

"Alfred University has passed its
hundredth year and yet shows no sign
of decay."

* * *
"When any man talks vehemently

of liberty, a cynical listener is
tempted to ask: 'Liberty for whom—
besides yourself?' "

* * *
"Our liberties are not likely to die

from overexposure, but they have suf-
fered from careless inattention or in-
anittion."

* * *
"I am.. .concerned at the tyranny

of the majority over our non-political
ways of life and thought."

* * *
"Unless society is perfect, there

must be different experiments in liv-
ing and free scope to varieties of hu-
man character, so that the worth of
each may be assessed by practical
test."

* * *
"In our concentration upon consti-

tutional freedom, we have permitted
our own culture to move toward a
uniformity of situations and have
neglected to preserve the social free-
dom to be unlike one another."

* * *
"Men in masses discredit the fruits

of intellect, except in narrowest
spheres."

* * *
"Freedom is born of self-discipline.

No individual, no nation, can achieve
or maintain liberty without self-con-
trol."

* * *
"Instead of continuing to talk about

our manifest destiny, let us get to-
gether and try to make that destiny
manifest."

Alfred University has passed its
hundredth year and yet shows no
signs of decay. Pew centenarians can
boast minds so full of vigor and flexi-
bility of youth. This is a record to
be proud of. Alfred's history is one
of progress toward its ideals, not com-
promise with them. Of how few in-
stitutions can we sincerely say as
much?

Colleges have enlarged but not al-
ways improved. Nations have grown
richer, but not necessarily greater.
The world grows more knowing, but
are we sure it grows more wise? The
question points by contrast Alfred's
real progress through concentration

Commencement Speaker

DR. ALAN C. VALENTINE

upon an ideal—not upon things that
are only incidental to change.

It is easy to assume that mere
change means progress. If one con-
siders some aspects of our national
history, of our national ideals, one
wonders whether they show progress,
or only change.

What, for example, of our ideal of
democracy, established long before
even Alfred existed? Are we nearer
that ideal now than in 1790, material
progress and physical size being ir-
relevant? Or what of our national
ideal of liberty? How much have we
progressed toward it since colonial
days?

Or let us go even further back into
history. Have we realized more clear-
ly the ideal of democracy than the
sturdy self-respect of the Aragon
peasants, who, long before our coun-
try was founded, were wont to pledge
their fidelity to the King of Spain in
these terms: "We, who are as good
as you, swear to you, who are no
better than we, to accept you as our
King and Sovereign Lord, provided
you observe all our statutes and laws;
and if not, no"?

Or has the clarity of our conception
of liberty advanced beyond that of
Wyclif, who wrote in 1382: "Where
is the spirit of God, there is Liberty"?

What Is Liberty?
Be that as it may, during the past

year or two there has been much
(Continued on Page Two)

Three Distinguished Guests
Get Honorary Doctorates

Baccalaureate degrees were awarded by President J. Nelson
N'orwood to 118 young men and women, during the 101st annual
(•ommencement of Alfred University this afternoon.

In addition, honorary and professional degrees were awarded
to the following:

Dr. Alan C. Valentine, president of the University of Rochester, honor-
ary doctor of letters.

John C. Hostetter, who as research director of Corning Glass Works
supervised casting of the world's largest telescope lens, honorary doctor c-f
science.

Howard Maxson Barber, Alfred alumnus now recognized as the leading
printing engineer in the United States, honorary doctor of science.

The professional degree of ceramic engineer was awarded to Donald
Ilagar, Charles Forrest Tefft, and Jacob E. Eagle.

Following are the names of those who received bachelor's degrees:

COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Maurice Spencer Allen
Celia Amelia Bailey
Stephen Storrs Bartlett
Marjorie Lucille Bell, cum laude
Aileen Florence Broich
Mary Agnes Broich
Ruth Olive Bronson
Jean Latta Burckley, cum laude
Audrey Newton Cartwright
Mary Elizabeth Champlin
Weston Brownlow Drake
Carolyn Esther Evans
Lucille Palmer Foster
Bessie Mae Galusha
Julie Gossin
Leone Marguerite Hadba,

magna cum laude
Donald Clarence Hallenbeck
Anita Grace Herrick
George Russell Hill
LeRoy Hodge, Jr., cum laude
Maebelle Ernestine Judson
Robert Jerome Karlen
Alexander Nadel
Robert Irving Nagele

Bessie Elizabeth Novell
Mary Kathryn O'Connor
Nicholas Oberhanick
Lewis Frederick Ovenshire, cum laude
Willis Gideon Phelps
Marion Elizabeth Phillips
Muriel Lenora Polan
Benjamin Max Racusin
Grace Marie Sarandria
Norman Schachter
Helen Alfaretta Schane
Dorothy Adele Schirm
Alexander Thomas Sheheen
Eva Mildred Shepard
Ellen Josephine Sherwood
Robert Francis Shoemaker
Barbara Elaine Smith
Andalusia Naomi Snell
Dorothy Eileen Swift,

magna cum laude
Lillian Agnes Texiere
Marion Christopher Van Horn
Richard Joseph Vrabcak
Janet Ann Young
John David Young

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Raymond Laverne Alty
Marion Elaine Babcock
Arnold Lester Berger
Raymond Allen Burckley
Lillian -Virginia Chavis
Robert Russell Collins
Thomas Louis Davis
Michael Frank Fargione
Doris Emily Hann
Elmer Joseph Kegan
Howard Theodore Knapp, Jr.
George Kenneth Larson
Lura Virginia Latta

Richard Dodds McClure,
magna cum laude

Estella Maude Makeley
Gordon Palmer Mann
Alice Isabel Matson
Thomas John Mooney, Jr.
Henry Irving Schneer, cum laude
Lois Ann Scholes, magna cum laude
Samuel Ray Scholes, Jr.,

magna cum laude
Vincent Edgar Wells
Donald Lee Wright

NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF CERAMICS
Department of General Technology and Engineering

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Herbert George Berry
Walter Samuel Blundred
Robert Isbell Hall, cum laude
Robert Stanley Harding
Harlan Frederick Jacobs
Maynard John Jones
Daniel Wallace Kocher
Edward Eric Kunzman, cum laude
Lester Kyser
Jack Gernon Merriam

(Continued

Russel Arnold Miller
Stanley Craig Orr
Francis Merton Ruggles
Karl Henry Sandmeyer
Robert Edward Skinner
Roland Edward Tucker
Thomas Hubert Valdes
George Lester Vincent
William Oliver Young

on Page Two)
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Rochester Head Urges
More Personal Liberty

(Continued from Page One)
talk about liberty. This talk has not
all been in the spirit of God. A vast
amount of it has been but the sound-
ing of economic brass and the tink-
ling of political cymbals. Each poli-
tical party, each economic interest,
has claimed exclusive possession of
the Goddess of Liberty, and sole
rights as her interpreter. When any
man talks vehemently of liberty, a
cynical listener is tempted to ask:
"Liberty for whom—besides yourself?"

To the man who has little, liberty
is equality of opportunity unachieved
through no fault of his own; to the
man who has much, liberty is the
maintenance of special opportunity
won through merit: To the employer,
liberty means reasonable freedom to
hire in an open market and to take
his profits; to the union man, liberty
is freedom to retain a job and to
compel his employer to arbitrate his
demands. All these conceptions of
liberty are concerned with property,
not with personal individuality. One
may well ask: "What do we mean
by liberty?"

Recent political events have not
answered this question. Statesmen
and politicians cannot answer it for
us. We as individuals must find an
answer that suits us, and then agree
upon it within reason. We must de-
termine what we mean by individual
liberty before we can determine liber-
ty in national terms.

We cannot stumble, or argue, or
fight our way into a working defini-
tion of liberty; we must think our
way to it. Our worries about liberty
result directly from our own con-
fusion of thought regarding it. We
have suffered from torrents of words
and a poverty of definitions.

What do we mean by liberty? If
we are not clear ourselves, let us see
what it meant to others. Let us first
look at a definition of liberty so radi-
cal that it seems to subvert the Con-
stitution:

"That whenever any form of gov-

ernment becomes destructive to these
ends, it is the right of the people to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new government, laying its founda-
tions on such principles and organ-
izing its powers in such form, as to
them shall seem most likely to effect
their safety and happiness."

That is what political liberty meant
to the signers of the Declaration of
Independence.

What Lincoln Said
But as rebels against England,

these signers may have expressed
themselves intemperately. We should
find a more conservative statement in
this quotation from a great Republi-
can president:

"This country, with its institutions,
belongs to the people who inhabit it.
Whenever they shall grow weary of
the government, they can exercise
their constitutional right of amending
it or their revolutionary right to dis-
member and overthrow it."

Mr. Lincoln, whjo wrote that, would
hardly have felt as one with some
of his Republican descendants—but
no more ill at ease with tihem than
Mr. Jefferson with his party progeny
of today.

If these quotations are illuminating,
let us look a little further into the
American concepts of liberty. Those
concepts have influenced our own
ideas of liberty strongly, and often
confusingly. For after all, our poli-
tical actions are more emotional than
logical. They result largely from in-
stinctive reactions to certain familiar
symbols. Liberty is one of those
symbols, and I hope it will remain
one. But we must understand our
symbols, know their origin, and de-
termine their meaning.

If ever a nation was conceived in
liberty, it is these United States.
Political liberty is the keynote of our
Declaration of Independence. Our
Constitution was created primarily to
insure life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness to each citizen. Patrick
Henry demanded liberty or death. (He

124 Degrees Conferred Today

(Continued from Page One)

Department of Glass Technology

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Charles Edward Alden
Eugene John Barvian, Jr.
Russell Albert Buchholz
Herman Wells DeLong, III
Dallas Edgar Dodd
Robert Francis Doran
Warren Biart Felter, Jr.
Sylvia Gailar

George Spring Gregory
Stanley Elberson Lull
Anassimene Andrew Mauro
Elmer Harry Overhiser
Raymond Aloysius Anthony Pape
Fahy William Smith
Lloyd George Smith
Alden Werner Smock

Department of Art

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

James Sheldon Carey
Margaret Lucille Cudworth
Winifred Ann Eisert
Ruth Estelle Eldredge
Georgia Christine Grow
Roberta Jeanne Haas

Marion Arlene Jacox
Blossom Minnie Randall
Helen Agnes Shipman
Alys Elizabeth Smith
Jean Frances Williams

Advanced Degree
Department of Theology and Religious Education

BACHELOR OF DIVINITY

Alfred John Gross
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lived, incidentally, to a ripe old age.)
Our national anthems emphasize the
symbol.

America is first of all the land
of liberty, from whose very mountain
side freedom is to ring. The star
spangled banner waves o'er the land
of the free. Our education has dis-
torted history to instil the symbol
The history of America as our schools
have taught it is a glorious story of
the fight to achieve and to maintain
individual freedom. Statesmen and
politicians have made the most of the
symbol of liberty.

Lincoln spoke of the nation as "con-
ceived in liberty,!' and, rightly moved
by the nobility of that statement, his
hearers no more stopped to analyse
the phrase than they did its successor,
"that all men are created equal".
Never has a nation been so thoroughly
and consciously conditioned to believe
in liberty, and to believe that we, its
people, posses it.

Fought For Liberty
In every war America has fought,

the establishment of defense of liber-
ty was the rallying cry that brought
men to enlistment booths. No matter
how complicated the true causes of
the Revolution, the men who fought
and died then did so in the name of
freedom. The War of 1812 was osten-
sibly to establish our claim to the
freedom of the seas. In 1847, Ameri-
cans justified the capture of Mexico
City as freeing Texans a thousand
miles away from the thraldom of
Mexican tyranny.

Although the political breaking
point of 1861 was the preservation of
the Union, most northern mothers
watched their sons march off to bring
freedom to the slaves. In 1898, we
fought Spain to free the Cubans, and
never noticed that our definition of
freedom did not include preserving
them from the tender mercies of the
American sugar companies.

In 1917, our armies crossed the seas
to make the world safe for free de-
mocracy. The money it cost us we
called Liberty Loans. Both as re-
gards liberty, and as regards loans,
they proved a poor investment. No
matter what the real causes and mo-
tives, in each war liberty was the
symbol that set clerks and farmer's
boys to practicing squads right.

Political Liberty
Our Revolutionary forefathers knew

what they meant by liberty. Most of
them were practical men, who would
not have risked their lives for a mere
symbol. Their battles with English-
men and Hessians were fought in
terms of political liberty: the right

to self-government and especially to
selfjtaxation. But like most wars, the
struggle was fundamentally one for
the economic privileges of the in-
dividual.

American patriots were individual-
ists in an individualistic economic
system; owners of new fertile soil and
growing commerce, liberty to them
meant something very concrete—it
meant political and economic elbow
room to face as individuals a world
of free competition in which they had
more than an even chance of good
profits.

Of couse theorists like Samuel
Adams, idealists like Mr. Jefferson,
and radicals like Tom Paine were con-
veniently available to clothe these
concrete demands in academic cos-
tumes. These theorists turned prac-
tical aims into such lofty and appeal-
ing abstraction that not only foreign
idealists like Lafayette and Kosciusko,
but common-sense merchants from
Boston and planters from Virginia, ac-
cepted this alchemy that ennobled
their economic wants. They were
glad to make use of such convenient
and moving doctrines, and they half
believed them. But beneath these
glorious abstractions there was no
foolishness.

The liberties most colonials fought
for did not include such radical de-
partures as political franchise for the
poor or for women, or freedom for
the slaves, or high taxes for the great
Dutch landholders of New York, or
any impractical idealism about state
support for the unemployed. The un-
employed could go west across the
Alleghenies and work out their own
salvation!

Idea Survived
But the idealists were more power-

full than they knew. The pamphlets
of Tom Paine and the noble abstrac-
tions of Jefferson rang in the ears of
succeeding generations of Americans
long after the Revolution had won
for the colonists all they had de-
manded and more. For a century
liberty as an abstraction conditioned
Americans until it became the central
core of their political faith.

It was in the name of liberty that
Andrew Jackson's supporters climbed
with muddy boots over the furniture
of the White House. As our economic
system became more complicated, and
the practical applications of abstract
liberty more difficult and controver-
sial, so an ideal grew not less power-
ful as it grew more remote. The God-
dess of Liberty is today the patroness
of all parties, from Socialists on
one hand to modern societies for the

(Continued on page three)



FIAT LUX, JUNE 14, 1937, ALFRED, N. Y. Page Three

Six Numbers
On Forum
For 1937-38

A six-number Forum program has
been announced for next year by Da-
vid W. Veit, chairman of the 1937-38
Forum series.

The program includes: Christopher
Morley, Dr. Victor Heiser, Lord Mar-
ley, Blanche Yurka, William LaVarre,
and a joint recital by Miss Rose Bec-
ker and Mrs. Ada Becker Seidlin.

Miss Eva Ford and Chaplain James
C. McLeod acted as advisers- for the
committee which has chosen next
year's Forum. Dates on which the
speakers will appear have been set,
but will not be announced until Fall.

Christopher Morley is well-known as
an essayist, novelist, and former
editoral-staff member of the Ladies
Home Journal, Philadelphia Evening
Ledger, New York Post, and Saturday
Review of Literature. He is the
author of about 40 books.

Dr. Victor Heiser is a medical
specialist who has served in many
foreign lands with the United States
Marine Hospital Service. He is the
author of the recent best-seller, "An
American Doctor's Oddessy."

Lord Marley is a stateman, who at
present is Deputy Speaker of the
British House of Lords and who will
visit in the United States for a few
weeks during the Fall.

Blanche Yurka is an actress who
has starred in both Hollywood and
Broadway, and is remembered re-
cently for her portrayal of Madame
LaFarge in the "Tale of Two Cities".

William LaVarre is an explorer and
adventurer who has spent many years
in Africa and other foreign lands.
He is the author of "Gold, Diamonds
and Orchids," and "White Man Keep
Out".

Miss Becker and Mrs. Seidlin are
well-known here as outstanding
musicians. Miss Becker is a violinist
and is assistant director of a sym-
phony orchestra in New York. Mrs
Seidlin is Professor of Pianoforte here
and will share the recital with her
sister.

Valentine-

Randy Boys Retain
Softball Title

The Randolph Boys retained the
Softball championship by defeating
Bartlett Dormitory in a best two out
of three game series. Although de-
feated in the ttrst game 2-1, the Ran-
day Boys found their lost batting
power to capture the next two con-
tests.

Bob Glynn, Bartlett twirler, pitched
a 2 hit victory in his first game, but
could not silence the Randy bats in
the following contests. Sharing the
mound scores for the victors were
Nick Oberhanick and Lloyd Smith.

The games were featured by the
spectacular and near miraculous
catches of "Brains" Rollery, short-
center fielder for Bartlett Dormitory.

(Continued from page two)
Prevention of Cruelty to Armament
Manufacturers on the other.

If these remarks disclose some irony
toward the history of liberty, none is
intended toward liberty itself. It is
our finest national heritage. No
astute politician would consciously at-
tack our symbols of liberty; he would
know too well the temper of the
American people, conditioned for a
century and a half to see red at any
danger to tihe abstraction of freedom
for which America stands.

But what if, unlike our Revolution-
ary forefathers, we preserve our liber-
ties only as abstractions, and awake
to find their actualities vanishing
while we defend their form? Our
liberties are not likely to die from
over-exposure, but they have suffered
from careless inattention or inanition.
What if we lose our liberties by be-
coming unconscious slaves of our own
culture? We might even simply lose
them in the dark forest of economic
progress.

Broad Definition Needed
It is obvious that our politicians

have defined too narrowly the nature
of liberty, and we have beea too
ready to accept their definition. True
freedom is something far greater than
"rugged individualism" or "laissez-
faire," or even "old-fashioned Ameri-
canism". True social freedom is
something far greater than "share-the-
wealth" or the program of Dr. Town-
,send.

These are too often merely the
political shibboleths of people fighting
primarily to maintain or to grasp
property. We have won, and retained
within reasonable bounds, our recog-
nized goal of individual political free-
dom alone; indeed, our less conser-
vative citizens are pointing out that
for workmen political freedom is
empty without reasonable industrial
freedom.

We recognize, even, that political
freedom in practice merely means the
right to vote for the less objection-
able of two party candidates. We
begin to suspect that much of the
political freedom our grandfathers
boasted was really the right to be in-
defferent to politics so long as Amer-
ica offered satisfactory opportunity for
personal acquisition.

They interpreted political freedom
as freedom from government inter-
ference in private affairs; good gov-
ernment was to them a minimum of
government so long as all went well.
Recently all has not gone well, and
we are concerned that in our chang-
ing society good government seems
to involve government at our private
doorsteps and in our private offices.
We fear lest this kind of government
may lead to tyranny.

Ceramics Not A Disease,
Kunzman Says In Letter

"What is ceramics?"
When a radio announcer asked that question on a recent "quiz"

program, a young lady replied she had never heard of any such disease.
So annoyed was Edward Kunzman, president of the student

branch of the American Ceramic Society, that he sent a long explan-
ation to the Elmira Sunday Telegram, his hometown paper.

Part of the letter may be of interest to Alfred people who have
often wondered what goes on in the buildings between Kanakadea Hall
and the Ag School.

Other Tyrannies
Yet there are other tyrannies to

which we have already yielded many
strongholds. I am more concerned at
the tyranny of the majority over our
non-political ways of life and thought.
To that tyranny America has yielded,
without even being conscious of its
losses, to an extent our sturdy an-
cestors would never have counte-
nanced.

Only a few poets and isolated in-

dividualists have ever raised a pro
test against this real loss of Ameri-
can liberty by the quiet undermining
of individual integrity. John Stuart
Mill saw this danger and wrote in
1859:

"There needs protection against the
tyranny of prevailing opinion and feel-
ing; against the tendency of society
to impose, by other means tfaan civil
penalties, its own ideas and practices
as rules of conduct on those who dis-
sent from them; to fetter the develop-
ment and if possible prevent the for-
mation of any individuality not in
harmony with its ways, and compel
all characters to fashion themselves
upon the model of its own."

How insidiously does this social
tyranny affect our lives! How little
do we recognize the ways in which,
day by day, it has cramped our in-
dividuality, our freedom to regulate
an individual way of life by individual
preferences! How potently because
how invisibly does it circumscribe our
ways of thought!

Is it not true that each of us is
narrowly conditioned by the conven-
tions of the American way of life?
When foreign visitors find Americans
essentially uniform in thought, man-
ners and philosophy, we are surprised
that they do not recognize the differ-
ences between New Yorker and
Kansan, between labor leader and so-
ciety leader. Perhaps these visitors
are right; perhaps the individuality
of Americans is superficial and their
uniformity profound.

There are many aspects of this

I don't know exactly how pertinent
a question this is to the average lay-
man but I thought it might interest a
few people to really find out a little
more about ceramics.

It is probably the oldest lasting
occupation of mankind with the poss-
ible exception of war. The oldest
Egyptian tombs and Greek ruins con-
tain ceramic wares of all' kinds. In
fact, we can often, trace the history of
entire peoples from the remnants of
their glass and clay products. The
history of ceramics is a volume in it-
self so I sail adhere more closely to
modern aspects of the industry.

A definition as accepted by the
American Ceramic Society is, briefly:
"Ceramics is the study of the behavior
of burnt, non-metallic earthen ma-
terials." Such a process as melting
steel is distinguished from ceramics
since steel is metallic. Baking bread
might be termed a burning process
but is not ceramic because it is not
earthen.

The ceramist works primarily with
a very few common substances supple-
mented with rarer materials to give
special desired results. The most im-
portant materials are clay, feldspar,
and sand.

The clay is mined in much the same
way as coal when it occurs under-
ground but since it often occurs in ex-
tensive surface beds, it may be easily
obtained through the use of steam-
shovels. The large deposits of clay in
our country occur in an extensive
semi-circle starting in New Jersey
and swinging down through Georgia
and North Carolina and up through

overpressure toward uniformity of thought | T e n n e s s e e a n d K e n t u c k y a n d
and opinion. In some cases the uni-
formity is social, but the pressure to
conform is partly economic. The am-
bitious young business man, for ex-

through Missouri. It will be noted
that the more important ceramic raw
materials are silicates, that is, they

ample, believes he must mould his C O n t a i n Sil iCOn w h i c h l s s e c o n d o n l y t 0

private life to the established concep- o x y l g e n i n a b u n d a n c e i n ^ earth's
tion of what the rising young man I c r u

t !I c r u

!should be. Even his exuberances
must be carefully limited to the
exuberances of still more successful
colleagues.

Golf, bridge and cocktails with the
rigiht people are appropriate to his
career, but if he wants to get ahead,
a devotion to Morris dancing, bac-
carat and goat's milk are dangerous,
for they might shatter the faith of
his superiors in his judgment and de-
pendability.

His ability may be beyond question,
but he knows that the expression of
opinions on politics, religion, society
or even art are out of line with what
his economic superiors have set up
as the American tradition, might cost
him his promotion.

(Continued on Page Pour)

In 1900, the New York State Legis-
lature, realizing the necessity of
special education along this line,
established a State College of Cer-
amics in conjunction with Alfred Uni-
versity. It was preceded only by Ohio
State which had created such a de-
partment in 1895. At present, out of
15 or 20 recognized ceramic colleges
in the United States, Alfred boasts the
largest and most modern.

VEIT HAS POSITION

David Veit, ceramic art junior, has
accepted a position for the summer
with the Fulper Pottery Company,
Trenton, N. J. Mr. Veit will install a
department of silk screening and
printing and do industrial designing.
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Valentine For Personal Liberty
But Stresses
Need For
Self-control

(Continued from page three)

Must "Play The Game"
Or if, on the other hand, he is a

workingman who prefers not to join
a labor union in a unionized industry,
his economic and social liberty are
equally restricted. The wife, too,
knows she must play the established
game. Alas for her and her husband
if she chooses to be her own cook
when his friends' wives have three
maids, or to have three maids when
his friends' wives have no cook!

Such departure from the accepted
norm would indicate a lack of so-
cial judgment, if not a touch of dang-
erous radicalism. Let her beware of
adopting Confucianism or last year's
hat, of strolling barefoot in the dew,
or of playing the accordion when she
ought to play bridge! These activi-
ties would not be morally wrong, but
they would certainly be harmful to
her fausband's icareer. Her entire
family would pay the social and eco-
nomic penalty for this kind of in-
dividual liberty.

The point is, that although the
ways of the individual may be no
better than the ways of the group,
true liberty would permit the individ-
ual to choose his ways, without
sacrifice of a chance to make friends
and make a living. And if individuals
could be free individuals, they might
contribute something worth-while
which the present conformity stamps
out.

Unless society is perfect, there must
be different experiments in living and
free scope to varieties of human char-
acter, so that the worth of each
method may be assessed by practical
test. Primitive society had reason to
fear the excess of individuality;
modern society has more cause to
dread the social censorship of per-
sonal impulses and preferences.

Von Hwmboldt said that two things
were necessary to human develop-
ment: freedom, and the variety of
situations which will render people
unlike one another. In our concen-
tration upon constitutional freedom,
we have permitted our own culture
to move toward a uniformity of situ-
ations and have neglected to preserve
the social freedom to be unlike one
another. We have forgotten that
imitation is no sign of civilization—
even monkeys can imitate!

Anti-Thinking
Another force of our own creation

has attacked our liberties through
another kind of tyranny: the tyranny
of mass un-thinking. The presidents
of Harvard and Chicago have used
another name; they call this tyrant
anti-intellectualism. It is not only the
reluctance of masses of men to apply
their intellects to their own problems,
but their resentment when others try
to do so.

Men in masses discredit the fruits
of intellect, except in the narrowest
spheres. There are many manifesta-
tions of man's resentment against his
own power to think. We see that
resentment now in a catastrophic and
pitiful form in Germany, where
thought is tolerated only if it serves
the barbaric national idols of blood
and iron.

But not one of us is free from
anti-intellectualism in some less hor-
rible form. Mr. Hutchins leads a
crusade against the anti-intellectual-
ism of collegiate athletics and collegi-
ate activities. Mr. Conant has violated
academic tradition by expecting his
professors to continue thinking.

But these men are college presi-
dents and hence undependable; such
radicalism is rare. As Mill put it
seventy-seven years ago: "Individual
(intellectual) spontaneity is hardly
recognized by tihe common modes of
thinking ,as having any intrinsic
worth, or deserving any regard on its
own account And what is more,
(it) . . . . is rather looked on with
jealousy, as a troublesome obstruc-
tion to . . . . what . . . . (a majority)
thinks would be the best for man-
kind."

This is the attitude of the well-
meaning anti-intellectual; that of his
more cynical companions is even less
admirable. Thought is to them time's
food, to be dressed in motley and ex-
hibited to tJhe spectators like a cap-
tive prince, to show the superior
power of his conquerors.

Scoff At Thinking
If that seems a high-flown phrase,

read contemporary advertisements or
political speeches, with an eye to
their literal truth. And when the
right to think exists, but the dignity
of thought is scoffed at and distorted
with impunity, freedom of thought is
only an abstraction. Not under such
conditions can democracy rise above
mediocrity or national culture rise
above vulgarity.

In our thoughts about liberty, we
must consider not only liberty of
thought, and the dignity of thought.
Freedom of thought is not enough;
there must be freedom to create a
society where thought is respected—
respected not only when it has prac-
tical value, but when its impractical-
ity today may precede its usefulness
tomorrow. An Englishman's house is
said to be his castle; it is even more
essential that an American's mind be
his own fortress, private and self-
sustaining.

Have we ever stopped to consider
in how many ways our culture de-
pends upon mass impressions, and
how little upon rational knowledge
and proven facts? Most of our me-
chanical inventions lend themselves
to the creation of mass prejudices
and mass opinion; and few, if any,
protect the individual against shoddy
thinking.

The radio, the newspaper, the pic-
ture theatre and even popular edu-
cation have all too readily lent them-
selves to the propagation of a uniform-
ity of opinion — opinion usually
mediocre in quality and seldom dis-
interested. Against the pressure of

all these forces, the individual who
tries to maintain his own liberty of
thought is like a single oarsman try-
ing to row against a torrent.

Am I merely attacking a straw man
of my own creation? Cansider the
following assumptions, beset upon the
flimsiest of evidence, which nearly
every agency of our culture has pro-
mulgated until they are widely ac-
cepted throughout the nation. As I
name them, do not ask yourselves
whether you believe them, but
whether belief in them is based upon
an intellectually justifiable process.
Let us also consider the parlous state
of the rare individual who denies all
of them. Here, then, are a few items
in our national creed:

1. That Americans are the finest
people in the world;

2. That the multiplication and dif-
fusion of mechanical gadgets in itself
means progress;

3. That local misgovernment is
due to wicked politicians;

4. That business men have more
sound common sense than poets, sci-
entists, professors or women;

5. That every young American • is
entitled to a college education;

6. That intercollegiate football is
the best builder of character.

Does the intellectual basis of these
beliefs represent any gain in the
freedom of the mind over the con-
ventional beliefs of earlier genera-
tions? Are they better based either
upon logic or upon factual experience?
Do they represent progress in the con-
quest of individual reason over mass
acceptance?

Can we, who accept the divine right
of the materially successful, claim
freedom of thought superior to those
who accepted the divine right of
kings? Can we who do not question
the ultimate infallibility of national
opinion scorn those who did not ques-
tion the infallibility of a mediaeval
pope?

Shibboleths
In ten brief years great masses of

our citizens have based their actions
upon the following successive pro-
phecies:

1. Two cars in every garage.
2. Remembrance of the forgotten

man.
3. Fallibility of democracy.
4. Infallibility of democracy.
5. Unrestricted production will

save us.
6. Restricted production will save

us.
7. Every man a king.
8. Our schools and colleges must

be guarded against communism.

Does the acceptance of these pro-
phecies represent an advance in in-
tellectual freedom over those bar-
barians who gave ear to the sooth-
sayers or consulted the Delphian
oracle?

This much at least is clear. Free-
dom is born of self-discipline. No in-
dividual, no nation, can achieve or
maintain liberty without self-control.
The undisciplined man is a slave to
his own weakness; the undisciplined
nation is a slave to its own pride, or
greed, or its inability to make wise
laws and enforce them.

Self-expression of any real sort de-
pends upon self-control; a fact not
clearly visualized in education or in
national politics. A child does not
start his education with freedom; he
should be educated so as to end with
freedom. A nation cannot be 'born
free by the simple statement of a
document, no matter how distinguish-
ed or revered its signers.

Freedom is an achievement; it must
be won, and it cannot be won easily.
It took years of constant practice and
self-discipline to achieve the freedom
we have. It will take constant self-
discipline to retain that freedom.

Liberty Worth Thought
From these scattered fragments I

hope you will draw one inference:
that liberty is worth thinking about
as well as talking about. Before we
shout for it, let us recognize it. Be-
fore we fight for it, let us analyze it.
Before we die for it, let us be sure
we are dying for the real goddess,
and not for a false one. Perhaps we
have paid too much for a purely
negative kind of liberty—a mere at-
tempt to protect ourselves against the
tyranny of our own government.

We should make our liberty affirma-
tive, and state our liberties in terms
of what we want to do with them.
We pay dearly, in economic and polit-
ical inefficiency, for the liberty we
think we have. We might have no
less liberty if we became more effici-
ent in politics and economics.

What the modern man needs most
intensely is not liberty in the sense
of freedom from restraint, but liberty
by the provision of a social body and
an economic system into which we
can fit, and in which his native per-
sonality can find expression. To
achieve that kind of affirmative liber-
ty; we need a concrete and all-em-
bracing social purpose.

We need to get together as a na-
tion and decide what sort of a life
we as citizens want to lead. Having
decided that, it will then be possible
to establish a definition of liberty
which will have meaning, and per-
haps to achieve the self-control that
is the price of liberty.

It will then be possible to adjust
the inevitable conflicts of liberties on
the basis of their relevance to our
national concept of liberty. Democ-
racy can then function.

A new and different world of our
own making has attacked the in-
dividual at every point. While we
have faced belligerently the foes of
political liberty and maintained our
negative barriers of restraint, other
foes of liberty have been stealthily
picking our pockets from behind.
While we have made money, we have
lost national self-control.

What liberties do we really want
and need; how much have we the
courage to pay for them; and how
many of them must we sacrifice to
the common good; these seem to me
the deeper problems beneath the pres-
ent whirlpools of political thought.
Instead of continuing to talk about
our manifest destiny, let us get to-
gether and try to make that destiny
manifest.


