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The Ensemble Fioretto, which specializes in medieval music, will be in residence on the Alfred University campus
Wednesday to Friday, March 14-16.The Ensemble Fioretto is Debra Gomez-Tapio, vocalist and harpist, and Dr. Kay
Stonefelt, percussionist and dulcimer player. While on campus, the duo will visit classes (Women in Society and
Medieval Culture) and present programs and workshops.On Wednesday night, March 14, at 7:30 p.m. in Howell Hall,
Stonefelt will talk about "The Art of Courtly Love" using poetry and song texts to discuss the proper ways to behave
and conduct one's love affairs in medieval times. On Thursday night at 7:30 p.m. in Howell Hall, she will discuss
"Women Frame Drummers in Pan-Islamic Traditions," the topic of her doctoral dissertation.On Thursday, March 15, at
12:10 p.m. in Nevins Theatre, the duo will present the Bergren Forum, giving an introduction to their Friday evening
program entitled "La Vita Femina," which focuses on the life of medieval women as expressed in texts of the era set to
music. The poetry and music are taken from sources of the 12th and 12th centuries and explore the themes of Mary as
the flower of womanhood, the role of women in the medieval church, and longing in love, loyalty and fidelity. The
music and poetry represent the writing of both men and women and provide an opportunity to her how each sex deals
with these themes. Translations for all the texts will be providedOn Thursday, from 5 to 6 p.m. in Howell Hall,
Stonefelt will offer an ethnic drumming workshop. Participants should bring their own drums, if possible. Observers
are welcome also.She will teach another workshop on the amadinda (log xylophone from Uganda) on Friday afternoon
for five students at a time at the following times: 2, 2:30, 3 and 3:30. Participants will examine interlocking patterns
and emergent melodies on instruments provided by Stonefelt. Participants need to have had some musical
background/education. Sign up by contacting Laurel Buckwalter, coordinator of the residency, at fbuckwal@alfred.edu.
Observers are welcome.On Friday afternoon, during the same times, Gomez-Tapio will coach student singers who
have been recommended by the voice teachers at AU.All these events are free and open to the student and village
community, thanks to generous funding from the National Endowment for the Humanities and the David and Elizabeth
Miller Guest Artist Series. Gomez-Tapio received a bachelor degree in music education from Florida State University
and a master's degree of fine arts in vocal performance (early music) from Sarah Lawrence College. As a Fulbright
Scholar for post-graduate studies in early music, she spent two years in Basel, Switzerland, where she studied voice.As
a harpist and singer, Gomez-Tapio has been a member and/or soloist for many professional musical groups in Europe
and has performed at numerous festivals throughout Europe and the British Isles. Currently, she is the musical
director, vocal soloist and harpist for the Fiorreto Ensemble based in Tampere, Finland. and teaches voice at Tampere
Conservatory. She is also the vocal trainer for the Tampere Philharmonic Choir and artistic director and/or conductor
for four choirs.Stonefelt is a 2006 recipient of a State University of New York (SUNY) Chancellor's Award for
Excellence in Teaching and a professor of music and chairman of percussion studies at SUNY Fredonia. She
completed a doctor of music degree in percussion performance at Indiana University, with additional study areas of
ethnomusicology and jazz history, concentrating on various aspects of musics of the Middle East and Africa, i.e.
frame-drumming, amadinda (log xylophone from Uganda), gyil (xylophone of the Dagara people), and West African
drumming styles.At the completion of her doctorate, Stonefelt applied for, and received a Fulbright Senior Scholar
Research Grant to Ghana, West Africa. She has performed in Germany, France, and the former USSR with the
Stuttgart Opera Orchestra, has participated in many orchestral ensembles in the United States, including the Baltimore
Symphony, and has performed in over 20 Broadway and off-Broadway shows.
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