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After a day trip to Foster Lake, more than 50 students in the Steuben County Summer Learning Experience (SLE), a
BOCES program, helped to build a picnic table that was donated to AU as a thank-you gift.The SLE is a state-
registered summer school program for at-risk students ages 8-16 from the Steuben County area. During the program
the 250 SLE students, from five sites including Jasper, Wayland, Coopers Plains, Hornell, and Bath, have the
opportunity to participate in activities such as horseback riding, kayaking, swimming, and attending the Buffalo Bills
Training Camp. In return for these activities, the students work together to build thank you gifts for the companies,
organizations, and people who allowed them to participate in the summer activities. Students make key hooks, wood
burnings, birdhouses and picnic tables for members of the local community members and their families.Greg
Longwell, site coordinator for the Jasper site in the SLE and science teacher in Bath-Haverling Central School, said
"this program helps the kids build self-esteem and gives them character education." Assisting Longwell at the Jasper
site is, Wendy Webb, SLE senior leader and BOCES school counselor.The picnic table that was donated to Alfred
University was made with the help of over 50 students in the program. Longwell continued, "all of the kids really
played a part in constructing the table." It now sits on the water's edge at Foster Lake.Foster Lake is a 25-acre, man-
made lake located two miles Southwest of Alfred. The lake was created by Eddy Foster in 1950 and was owned by the
Foster family until 2003 when it was gifted to Alfred University. The lake consists of 15 camping sites, a mile-long
trail, swimming in the summer season, and a pavilion.Foster Lake is open to Alfred University faculty, staff, and
students for educational use, and for recreational use to those who purchase an access pass. For more information
contact Cherise Haase at 607.871.2910, or by e-mail at hassec@alfred.edu.

mailto:hassec@alfred.edu

