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AU Libraries’ All Staff Conference Call       April 10, 2020 

Zoom Conf ID 704 316 136                                                                                                                2:00PM 

 

“Fear of missing out to the joy of missing out” 

 

In regards to the Herrick Flood Response, Mechele reports that she is in constant communication with 

the Physical Plant to address any problems.  She appreciates all the concern and assistance with the 

additional strain that this incident has added to the already COVID-19 situation. 

 

Brian reports that the Executive Council shared ways that units have been communicating.  He shared 

that the Libraries are communicating as a whole group with our All-Staff meetings as well as within 

teams during the AU office closures.  He shared information about our weekly Book Club discussions as 

well as the sharing of the “Songs of the Day.”  He indicated that this has become sort of an “ice breaker” 

with members inquiring about the “songs of the day.” 

 

Of all the “color” songs that have been shared over the week, what have been your favorites? 

 Purple People Eater 

 Yellow Submarine 

 Purple Rain 

 Yellow Brick Road 

 

Next week Brian gave a choice as to the song theme of animals or number…the vast majority of the staff 

voted for an animal theme.  Send your animal themed song suggestions to Mechele or Brian. 

 

Relating to the quote of this week’s meeting, what are the things that bring you joy that “you were 

missing out?” 

 Wearing a bra…LOL…TMI 

 Comfy shoes 

 The commute…nice to have extra time in the morning and have more time after work. 

 

Director’s Update 

 

ServPro is managing the water cleanup at Herrick Library.  The area close to the Drake Wing is drying 

nicely.  Natalie and Amanda’s area has the most damage.  The walls have been opened up about a foot 

from the floor to allow for air circulation.  Plastic tarps have been put up to quarantine the area.  

ServPro has been taken very good care of everything. 

 

Public Services is updating Alfred Today with end of the year announcements including notification of 

what to do with returned materials.  The Libraries will be working with the graduating class on the 

return of materials that they may have. 

 

Jane Gilliland (Financial Aid) is still working on a plan to compensate the Federal College Work Study 

(FCWS) recipients for the remainder of their FCWS awards.  More information will be shared when the 

plan comes to fruition. 
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Box of Books has circulated information about their Box of Books Bingo.  Remember to support our local 

businesses and public libraries. 

 

Everything that needs to happen will happen. 

 

Dean’s Update 

 

The Marlin Miller Outstanding Senior Award selected Anastasia Campbell and Amber Smith as the 

recipients of this award.  Anastasia is one of our library student workers…this award is well deserved.  

Congratulations, Anastasia. 

    

Summer orientation has been moved to an on-line platform.  Summer classes may also be moved to on-

line participation.  Conversations are in the works as we move forward. 

 

There is uncertainty about the New York budget.  The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 

(CARES) Act is being discussed, but no decisions have been made.  The AU “Quality” conversations are 

currently on hold until in-person conversations can resume. 

 

Lauren Lake has been selected as the new Dean for the School of Art and Design.  An announcement 

pertaining to the selection of the new Information Literacy Librarian will be made soon. 

 

Final Comments 

 

Mark Smith and his team are currently interfacing with Systems (Brett and Ellen) to put POL’s into 

ALMA. 

 

Archives has initiated the assistance of various library teams to complete an array of projects that need 

attention that include the following: 

 A Standardized Document Transcription Policy 

 Creating a Collection Development Policy 

 “Ask an Archivist” webinar 

 

If anyone has any “Book Club” suggestions, contact Laurie.  The current book club selection, “Thought 

Knows No Sex” by Susan Rumsey Strong has given participants insight into the beginnings of Alfred 

University.  The discussions have been insightful…Laurie is very knowledgeable and her enthusiasm for 

history is contagious…Thank you Laurie! 

 

Please read the announcement from Human Resources.  It is a reminder that we need to take care of 

ourselves during this time.  Please restrict yourselves to your normal working hours, taking the 

necessary “time away” to stay mentally and physically healthy.  Health and safety are a top priority. 

 

There will be no all-staff meeting next week.  The next scheduled meeting will be April 23 at 1:30 or 

2:00PM.  You will receive an invite with the specific time. 



3 
 

Participant Roll Call – Brett Arno, Sherman Clarke, Amanda Criss, Nic Crosby, Samantha Dannick, Marilyn 

Dueno, Laura Habecker, Laurie Meehan, Debbie Rollins, Mechele Romanchock. Natalie Skwarek, Mark 

Smith, Dave Snyder, Linda Sootheran, Becky Stewart, Brian Sullivan 

 

Conference Call Ended: 2:45PM 

 

  

 


