
 

Alfred University (from Danlin Dong) 

    Confucius Institute leads Tai Chi demonstration at Ljungstrom 

Health and Wellness Fair.     

    The Alfred University Confucius Institute and Alfred Tai Chi group 

sponsored a Tai Chi demonstration Wednesday, Sept. 11, at a Health and 

Wellness Fair hosted by Ljungstrom in Wellsville. 

    Ljungstrom is a global technology and innovation leader, specializing 

in full life-cycle services and solutions for thermal power plants and 

industrial facilities. The company operates a manufacturing facility on 

Andover Road in Wellsville. Wednesday’s event aimed to encourage a 

healthy lifestyle by promoting programs and activities that support 

wellness for all Ljungstrom employees. 

     The Confucius Institute at Alfred University has provided free Tai 

Chi classes for University faculty, students and the Alfred community 

since 2010. Led by Master Guifang Liu, the Tai Chi group meets on 

weekdays year-round. Many of the participants have mastered the “24 

Form”, “Swimming Dragon Tai Chi” and other Health Qigong forms. 

Some have gone on to lead other Tai Chi classes in neighboring 

communities. 

    At the Ljungstrom Health and Wellness Fair, the Tai Chi group 

members performed the Health Qigong Ba Duan Jin, Tai Chi 24 Form, and 

Swimming Dragon Tai Chi. There were more than 300 participators in this 

full day event. Performances were well received by the attendees. 
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    “We appreciate Alfred University’s Confucius Institute for the great 

support and thank the Alfred Tai Chi group for giving us such a wonderful 

demonstration,” said Ljungstrom Human Resources Manager Linda 

Bysiek, “It is a really good chance to let our company’s employees know 

and understand Tai Chi culture.” 

    “Tai Chi is a good way to strengthen our body and let us keep 

peaceful,” commented Tai Chi group member Jazmin Tidrow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Photo 

Alfred University Guzheng Ensemble performs at National Press 

Club in Washington, D.C. 

Three students comprising Alfred University’s Guzheng Ensemble 

performed before more than 200 guests on Sept. 14 during the 2019 

Confucius Institute U.S. Center National Honors Gala. 

The Guzheng Ensemble, under the direction of Daisy Wu, visiting 

professor of music and director of the Confucius Institute at Alfred 

University, performed at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C. 

Guzheng is a traditional Chinese stringed instrument. Members of the 

Ensemble who performed at the Gala were students David Fuller, Ty 

Heyden and Nellie Dennis. Fuller, an accounting major from Groton, 

NY, and Dennis, a psychology major from Buffalo, are seniors; Heyden, 

a sophomore from Mount Shasta, CA, is an art and design major. 

Each year, the Confucius Institute U.S. Center celebrates the global 

education and cross-cultural exchange between the United States and 

China. The National Honors Gala will recognize the achievements and 

contributions of 10 outstanding Confucius Institute students from around 

the United States. 

Guests at the Sept. 14 performance included distinguished academic 

and business leaders, educators, public officials, diplomats, media 

representatives, and artists. The Guzheng Ensemble, the only musical 

program that evening, was warmly received by the audience, Wu related. 

“Our team’s efforts have been well rewarded. I believe this trip was 

an excellent experience for all of our Guzheng Ensemble students, and 

their experiences can inspire other students,” she said. “Alfred 

University is culturally diverse and student-centered. We are very proud 

of our Confucius Institute program. It has been serving our university 

community for 11 years to advance this mission and cherish the value of 

promoting global awareness, diversity, and creativity.” 

Alfred University is one of a very few colleges in the United States 

with a special curriculum in music education focused on Chinese musical 

instruments. In collaboration with the Confucius Institute at Alfred 

University, Alfred University’s Division of Performing Arts has since 

2010 offered a credit-bearing course, “Music of Guzheng,” taught by 

Wu. In response to students’ enthusiasm for guzheng, the University 

founded the Guzheng Ensemble in 2011 with Wu as its Artistic Director. 

Since then, more than two hundred Alfred University students have 

learned to play guzheng, and about 100 students have joined the 

Guzheng Ensemble. 

 

 

In photo above, members of the Alfred 

University Guzheng Ensemble (from 

left), Ty Heyden, David Fuller, Daisy 

Wu, and Nellie Dennis perform during 

the 2019 Confucius Institute U.S. Center 

National Honors Gala Sept. 14 at the 

National Press Club in Washington, D.C. 

 



  

Professor Wilfred Huang and Professor 

Nancy Furlong co-chairing the conference 

 

Alfred University is the first U.S. college to offer the opportunity for 

students to learn guzheng and perform in a guzheng ensemble for 

credit. Sponsored by the Confucius Institute at Alfred University, the 

Guzheng Ensemble has given many successful concerts, not only on 

campus, but also at other cultural exchange events in the U.S. and even 

in China, where the group made its international debut in 2014. Alfred 

University’s Guzheng Ensemble enjoys a great reputation. In 2014, the 

Ensemble participated in the Global Confucius Institute Chinese New 

Year Gala and won the third-place prize. In 2016 and 2019, the 

ensemble won Gold Medals at the New York Chinese Musical 

Instrument International Competition in New York City. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confucius Institute at Alfred University Hosts 3rd National 

Conference on Chinese Immersion Programs    

On September 28, 2019, the 3rd National Conference on Chinese 

Immersion Programs was hosted by the Confucius Institute at Alfred 

University (CIAU). Nearly fifty experts, scholars and Chinese teachers 

attended the conference, coming from China, Canada and across the 

U.S. (California, Washington, Utah, Michigan, Maryland, New 

York, Vermont, Maine, and Washington, D.C.). The theme of this 

year’s conference was "Qualification, Cooperation and Innovation in 

Chinese Immersion Instruction".  

Distinguished guests attending the opening and closing ceremonies 

of the conference in Nevins Theater, Powell Center, included Beth Ann 

Dobie, provost of Alfred University, Xulong Lai, Vice President of 

China University of Geosciences (Wuhan), Nancy Furlong, Director of 

AU’s Division of Modern Languages, Daisy Wu, Director of CIAU, 

and Wilfred Huang, former Director of CIAU.  

Provost Beth Ann Dobie reviewed the achievements of CIAU in 

recent years. She spoke highly of the tai chi classes, the guzheng 

ensemble, and Chinese classes for their roles in promoting mutual 

cultural understanding while building bridges and friendships. CIAU 

provides AU students and the community with many opportunities to 

learn about Chinese culture and language.  

Professor Xulong Lai extended his congratulations to the conference 

participants and his gratitude for the efforts of CIAU. He said that 

China University of Geosciences (Wuhan) will continue to support the 

development of CIAU. 

Keynote addresses were given by Dr. Guofang Li from the 

University of British Columbia; Dr. Juefei Wang, Professor Emeritus, 

University of Vermont, and Program Director of the Freeman 

Foundation; Dr. Wenying Zhou from Michigan State University; and 

Dr. Chan Lü from the University of Washington.  

Dr. Li talked about "Culturally Relevant Chinese Immersion 

Teaching". Her address defined the concept of "culture" in immersion 

teaching and put forward the relevant principles of cultural teaching 

and its application in Chinese immersion teaching. She pointed out that 

Chinese teachers need to present appropriate Chinese elements and 

stories to American Chinese learners. 

 

 

 

 Provost Beth Ann Dobie making 

opening remarks 

 

Professor Xulong Lai making speech 

 

Dr.Guofang Li making keynote address 

 



  

Dr. Wang’s topic was "Chinese Language Instruction in the United 

States: Conditions and Challenges". He began by discussing 

characteristics of the American educational system, reviewed the history 

of American foreign language teaching, and pointed out the two major 

challenges to Chinese teaching: educational funding and the level of 

faculty. He noted that the Confucius Institute and Chinese teachers 

should know the challenges, look for areas of improvement, and strive 

to make changes.  

Dr. Lü gave a speech entitled "Academic Vocabulary and Reading 

Comprehension in a Chinese Immersion Program”. She shared data on 

Chinese immersion teaching in America and explained the Chinese 

vocabulary in combination with the characteristics of Chinese phonetic 

vocabulary and grammar.   

The keynote speakers also had in-depth interactive exchanges with 

the attendees, answering the questions raised by the teachers in detail.  

In the afternoon, the attendees conducted in-depth and enthusiastic 

discussions on immersion Chinese teaching theory, classroom 

management, and cultural exchange. Several Chinese teachers shared 

their experiences regarding Chinese pedagogics and classroom 

management, music and games, and mind maps.  For example, Eric 

Chipman from the Confucius Institute at the University of 

Utah introduced principles and specific teaching methods for combining 

listening, speaking, reading and writing with purposeful Chinese 

teaching. Yi Zhang, a Chinese teacher from the North Syracuse School 

District, talked about how to apply mind maps to Chinese immersion 

classes.  

After the presentation sessions, Dr. Wenying Zhou gave a workshop 

entitled, "Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling". She 

believes that the most effective gateway to language acquisition is 

through fun. The key to fun is that the language elements taught are not 

only easy to understand, but also very interesting. She demonstrated the 

concept of "Total Physical Response" and its application, giving 

conference participants an opportunity to practice their storytelling 

skills.  

The conference provided a platform for researchers, teachers and 

administrators of Chinese immersion programs to promote the 

sustainable development of Chinese teaching in the United States.  

In the evening, a concert, East Meets West, was held in Miller Theater. 

The guests, experts and teachers who attended the conference and many 

AU teachers and students came to the concert, as well as people living 

in surrounding communities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Juefei Wang making keynote address 

 

Dr. Chan Lü making keynote address 

 

Panel discussion 

 

Dr. Wenying Zhou’s workshop on 

Chinese Teaching 

 



 

 

 

 

 Tai Chi Fan Performance 

 

Chinese Children’s Songs: Looking 

for a Friend & Counting Ducks 

 

A Tai Chi fan performance kicked off the concert. Teachers and 

students from Geneva City School District performed the Chinese 

children's songs, Looking for a Friend and Counting Ducks. David 

Fuller from the guzheng class played a solo, Evening Songs on the 

Fishing Boat, followed by Swordsman from the AU Guzheng Ensemble.  

The lovely China University of Geosciences (Wuhan) Dance Troupe 

performed Why Are the Flowers So Red and Oriental Jasmine. AU 

Chinese students read a traditional Chinese poem, Drinking Wine.  

Famous folk music artists from New York City, Tao Chen and Li Liu, 

played a traditional guqin and bamboo flute piece, Flowing Waters. Tao 

Chen also delighted the audience with fascinating facts about the 

Chinese bamboo flute and a bit of history regarding New Song of the 

Herdsmen and Trace of Bamboo.  Jialin Fang, a volunteer with CIAU, 

served as accompanist for him and for a violin duet played by two 

Alfred-Almond Central School students, Candy Zhou and Isabel Metz. 

The AU Chorus’s renditions of Scarborough Fair, Usuli Boat Song and 

The Youth Dance brought the concert to a climax. The wonderful 

performances invoked enthusiastic applause, showing the harmony 

between Chinese and American music, as well as the appreciation of 

Chinese and American people for one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

Guzheng Ensemble: Swordsman 

 

Poetry Recitation：Drinking 

Wine 

 

Chinese Folk Dance: Why Are 

the Flowers So Red 

 

Guqin and Xiao: Flowing Waters 

Violin Duet: Remix of Four 

Seasons Tune & Czardas 

 

Chorus: Scarborough Fair, Usuli 

Boat Song, The Youth Dance 

 
Wuhan Dance Troupe’s Performance Tour is a Complete Success 

    On September 30, the China University of Geosciences (CUG - 

Wuhan) Dance Troupe visited Gillette Road Middle School in North 

Syracuse, where they gave five shows between 8:00 am and 2:00 pm. 



                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They presented outstanding Chinese dances such as Red Silk Dance, 

Yangko Dance and Chinese Classical Dance. Staff members and more 

than 300 students from grades five to seven watched the performances 

and participated in interactive activities. For example, they learned the 

Yangko Dance steps and the classical movement of twisting the neck in 

the Xinjiang Dance. 

    On October 1st, the CUG Dance Troupe visited West Street School 

and North Street School in Geneva, where they performed many Chinese 

folk dances such as the Tujia Minority Dance, The Six Sips of Tea, and a 

Uygur Dance, Why are Flowers so Red. Moreover, Jialin Fang, a teacher 

from the Confucius Institute at Alfred University, introduced the 

traditional Chinese musical instrument, cucurbit flute, and played the 

classic piece, Bamboo Under the Moonlight. The group also interacted 

with the audience after their performance, teaching them some basic 

movements from traditional Chinese folk dances and allowing them to 

feel the charm of these dances. Susan Meskos, the principal of West Street 

School, expressed her gratitude for the delightful performance. 

On October 3rd, the CUG Dance Troupe came to the last stop of their 

tour at Northstar Christian Academy in Rochester. Students from the 

school and the members of the dance troupe performed a wonderful 

concert together. At the beginning, Ryan Grape, head of NorthStar 

Christian Academy, gave a welcome speech and expressed his 

appreciation to the CUG Dance Troupe. Amberlyn, a student from 

NorthStar Christian Academy, emceed the concert and introduced the 

performance in Chinese. Students sang the song, The Little Rabbit, and 

read the poem, A Valediction, in Chinese, which was impressive. After 

the performance, Ryan Grape claimed that it was a fabulous and 

successful performance which would be sure to have a positive influence 

on the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children learning some basic movements 

from traditional Chinese folk dances 

Children watching  Yangko Dance 

The Dance Troup interacting 

with children  

 

A dumpling-making activity was held at the Confucius House on 

Park Street on November 13th. Nine students from the Chinese class 

and five members of the CIAU Tai Chi Group joined the activity. 

The activity started with a short introduction to how to make 

dumplings. Lucy Liu, a CIAU Mandarin teacher, then gave a brief 

demonstration. After that, everyone began to make dumplings. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students making dumplings 

Although there were various sizes and shapes of dumplings, the cooks 

had fun making them. To enrich the experience, three variants of the 

dumplings were produced. There was a vegetarian option, which 

contained egg and cucumbers, as well as two meat options containing 

beef and pork. 

The dumplings were boiled and then served. People huddled around 

the table, waiting eagerly to taste the delicious dumplings. 

“It was cool and fun to make something I’ve never made before and 

then to try it out. It was also a good opportunity to practice my Chinese 

with fluent speakers,” said Ian Philbrick-Miller, a student from Chinese 

101 class. 

“This activity is really interesting. The dumplings are delicious. Now 

I know how to make dumplings myself and I will do it in my home,” 

said Isabella Comai. 

When asked whether they could now make dumplings on their own, 

most of the cooks said yes.  

 

Here is the recipe for dumplings: 

Prepare a soft dough with flour and water. 

Knead for 10 minutes and then cover the dough with a lid.  

Let the dough rest for half an hour. When the dough is smooth and 

springy, roll it into a long string and then cut it into smaller pieces.  

Dust both sides of a piece of dough with flour and press into a round 

disc and then roll thin. 

Now that the wrapper is ready, wrap it around a spoonful of filling, 

and then seal it tight. Traditionally the edges are crimped on one side as 

they are sealed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group Photo 

Chinese Culinary Culture at the Confucius Institute at Alfred 

University 

    With the support of Confucius Institute Headquarters/ Hanban, the 

Confucius Institute at Alfred University hosted two events on campus 

which expanded the appreciation of Chinese food by university faculty, 

students and other members of the community. 

    Yuanlin Ye and Yongbin Yu, two culinary masters, demonstrated 

their superb skills and the depth and breadth of Chinese cuisine in the 

two events. 

    On November 6th, the dining hall at Powell Campus Center was 

filled with distinguished guests, including Beth Ann Dobie, University 

Provost and VP for Academic Affairs; Kimberly Guyer, VP for student 

affairs; Gerar Edizel, Dean of the School of Art and Design; Mark 

Lewis, Dean of the College of Business; Daisy Wu, Director of the 

Confucius Institute; Josie Owens, AU Catering Director; Jason Milburn, 

AU Chef; Dale Mott Slater; Octavian Bishop; and other guests.  

    Our Mandarin teachers wore elegant classical cheongsams to 

welcome the guests. Decorative elements such as Chinese knots and 

Chinese lanterns attracted the eyes of passers-by. 

    Before the meal, Chefs Ye and Yu showcased their exemplary knife 

skills by methodically slicing cucumbers. With the help of observers, 

they extended each cucumber, revealing that the slices had created a 

spiral that allowed the cucumber to stretch to nearly four times its 

original length. 

 

 

Chefs Ye and Yu preparing dishes 

Demonstration of knife skills 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Six traditional Chinese dishes were presented after the 

demonstration: “Buddha Jumps Over the Wall” is strong and fresh; 

“State Banquet Steak” is juicy; “Cuttlefish Roe Soup” is appetizing and 

flavorful; “Crisp Codfish with Cheese” is crispy outside and soft inside; 

“Autumn Peppers with Lobster Stuffing” is tender and delicious; 

“Almond Custard with Fresh Fruit” is sweet and ambrosial.  

    This elegant meal showed the color, fragrance, taste, meaning, 

shape and cultivation of Chinese cuisine at the same time. All the guests 

thought highly of the demonstrations, as well as of the beautiful and 

delicious dishes. 

     Then, on November 7, a Chinese Community Table was held at 

Powell Campus Center. The two master chefs prepared a wide variety of 

Chinese dishes for students of Alfred University and people from the 

local area. 

    All the food was sold out within one hour. The number of people 

set a new record for the Community Table. The Chinese food was 

praised by all participants.   

    Wonderful culinary performances and tasty dishes displayed a 

unique charm which crossed the barriers of language and culture. The 

Chinese cuisine and culinary culture paved a “delicious path” for mutual 

understanding and exchange between China and the United States. 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students learning how to use 

chopsticks  

Chefs preparing Chinese dishes 

Group Photo 
North Syracuse Central School District (from Ping Wang & Yi 

Zhang)  

In the middle of September, CIAU teachers Yi (Joy) Zhang, Ping (Kevin) 

Wang, and Yanping (Lena) Chen introduced the Chinese culture and 

language program to the 5th and 6th graders at Gillette Road and Roxboro 

Road Middle Schools. The teachers celebrated the traditional Mid-Autumn 

Festival (Moon Festival) with their students on September 13th. The 

students enjoyed the beautiful legend of the Mid-Autumn Festival so much.  

  

This school year, 141 students at Gillette Road Middle School and 104 

students at Roxboro Road Middle School have signed up for Mandarin 

lessons. Students at both schools are excited to start the journey of learning 

Chinese language and expect to understand more about Chinese culture. 

 

From September 23rd to the 25th, the Chinese teachers offered a variety 

of activities for the 5th and 6th graders and their parents at the Fall Open  

 

 

Mr. Ping Wang talking about the 

Chinese language and culture 

program 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House. The students had a lot of fun using chopsticks and writing with 

calligraphy brushes. They tried to compete with their parents in getting 

more candies by using chopsticks. Everyone had fun that evening. Many 

parents took photos to capture the joyful moments and expressed their 

fondness for the Chinese Language program. 

On September 30th, the China University of Geosciences (Wuhan) 

dance group visited NSCSD. The dance group performed traditional 

Chinese dances for the students of Gillette Road Middle School. All of the 

students enjoyed the performance and were excited to learn how to do 

Yangge and Xinjiang Dances. The teachers and students said the 

performance was fantastic. 

On November 14th, CIAU Director Zhongbei Wu and Professor Tao 

Peng visited the North Syracuse School District. Zhongbei Wu introduced 

the Confucius Institute's work through the year. Tao Peng presented 

Superintendent Mr. Bowles with a red scarf in a traditional Chinese style 

and expressed sincere thanks and best wishes to him. Mrs. Goldberg, Dr. 

Morton,Yi (Joy) Zhang, Ping (Kevin) Wang, Yanping (Lena) Chen, and 

Chuyue (Avril) Zhang also attended the meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Shawn, Roxboro’s principal 

joined the activities in open house 

NSCSD reported the Dance group’s 

visit on its website 

Ms. Yanping Chen playing the 

traditional Chinese instrument 

On December 12th, a Winter Wonderland event was held at Allen Road 

Elementary School. The evening provided students, staff, and parents with 

a fantastic opportunity to learn about cultures around the world. Being 

invited by Ms. Rosario, ESL teacher, Yi (Joy) Zhang, Ping (Kevin) Wang, 

Yanping (Lena) Chen and Chuyue (Avril) Zhang and their family members 

felt honored to showcase Chinese culture that night. They displayed a table  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of paper cuttings, Beijing opera masks, Chinese knots and fans. Also, 

every student had the opportunity to make Chinese lanterns. The event 

was an enormous success, with more than 400 people taking part. 

Through this activity, many people learned more about Chinese culture.  

From December 4th to the 6th, Yi (Joy) Zhang, Ping (Kevin) Wang, 

Yanping (Lena) Chen, and Chuyue (Avril) Zhang organized Chinese 

activity classes on Blue and White Paper Plates for students at both 

middle schools. The four Chinese teachers introduced the history, culture 

and craft of Chinese blue and white porcelain to the students and guided 

them to design simulated porcelain plates themselves. The students were 

in high spirits and designed blue and white paper plates of different 

styles. All outstanding works are on display in the school show window. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Zhongbei Wu and 

Professor Tao Peng having a meeting 

with Superintendent Mr. Bowles 

Professor Tao Peng giving 

Superintendent Mr. Bowles with a 

traditional Chinese red scarf as a 

gift 

NorthStar Christian Academy (from Wenfang Gao & Dandan Yang) 

 To give their students a better Chinese learning environment, 

Wenfang Gao and Dandan Yang decorated and rearranged their 

classroom at Northstar Christian Academy in Rochester, NY. Ms. Gao 

and Ms. Yang also prepared for the open house on Aug. 29, 2019, when 

students and parents would come to visit. It was a good chance to 

everyone to learn more about Chinese language and culture. 

Ms. Wenfang Gao decorating the 

classroom 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Gao and Ms. Yang planned activities to celebrate the traditional 

Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival from September 11 to 13.  102 students 

who are learning Chinese, which account for 50% percent of the whole 

student body, participated in the event. Children in grades K - 9 celebrated 

the festival in different ways.  K-1st graders cut out Chinese characters. 

2nd graders made three-dimensional butterfly greeting cards to show their 

gratitude for their loved ones. 3rd graders made rabbit masks. 4th graders 

used Chinese characters to write “Happy Mid-Autumn Day” to parents on 

greeting cards. 5th-9th graders wrote an ancient poem about "Mid-

Autumn Day" with ink brushes. 

The students watched a video about the customs and origins of the Mid-

Autumn Festival, and they all said they really appreciated the full moon 

on Mid-Autumn. Maddy, a 4th grader, was very happy when she wrote a 

greeting card. She said she would give this greeting card to her father and 

tell him that she can write “Happy Mid-Autumn Day” in Chinese. Esther 

and Amberlyn, 7th graders, wrote ancient poems with a brush.  They said, 

“We really like Xin Qiji's poem, ‘Flowers in the cup, the moon is in the 

cup’. ” Xin Qiji is one of the most popular ancient Chinese poets.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students writing Chinese characters 

with ink brushes 

Children showing their paper 

cutting works 

 

Children showing their calligraphy 

works 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   A Chinese concert was held in the gym of Northstar Christian 

Academy on Oct. 3rd.  

Dancers and professors from the China University of Geosciences 

(Wuhan, China) brought the whole school a special taste of Chinese 

culture, especially Yangge Dance（秧歌）, which is one of the most 

popular dances in northern China. The dancers also danced Why Flowers 

Are So Red（花儿为什么这样红）, a Xinjiang (western China) style 

dance requiring skilled neck movements. Six Sips of Tea（六口茶）is 

an ancient national etiquette for young men and women in Enshi 

Prefecture illustrating pursuit of love and a longing for a happy life. 

K-7 graders at Northstar sang Chinese songs at the concert and 

greeted the audience in Chinese. Kindergarteners, 1st graders and 2nd 

graders sang Little Bunny (小兔子乖乖). 3rd and 4th graders sang 

Thoughts of the Village (山村咏怀). 5th, 6th and 7th graders sang 

Farewell (送别) and Singing and Smiling (歌声与微笑).  

Mr. Grape, headmaster of Northstar, gave a welcome speech and, at 

the conclusion, declared the concert a great success. Beside all students 

and teachers from K-6 grades, many parents and grandparents attended 

the concert. Some high school teachers also brought their classes to 

enjoy the show.  

As this kind of concert is held every year at Northstar, many students 

say it’s a really great chance to learn more about Chinese culture and 

language. One grandpa who has two grandchildren at Northstar said, “I 

would never have believed my grandson could speak Chinese and sing 

Chinese songs. In my whole life, I only speak English.” After Amberlyn 

introduced the programs to the audience in Chinese, she told her 

grandma and her dad about her experiences learning Chinese. They were 

so proud of their girl that they would like her to go to China some day 

in the future. Mrs. Daby, a high school history teacher, said, “I would 

not like my students to miss such a good chance to learn about Chinese 

culture, neither myself. The kids from K-7th grade are incredible. They 

did an amazing job. ” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amberlyn introducing the programs 

to the audience in Chinese 

Children singing Little Bunny 

 

5th, 6th and 7th graders singing 

Farewell and Singing and Smiling  

The Yangge Dance 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   November 12th, 2019 was the second Open House Day of the 2019-

2020 school year at Northstar Christian Academy. With students’ works 

displayed in the hallway and Chinese classrooms, Ms. Wenfang Gao and 

Ms. Dandan Yang also prepared some cultural activities for everyone, a 

chopsticks competition, wearing Beijing Opera Masks, snake ladder 

games, a shuttlecock-kicking competition, learning Chinese calligraphy, 

and so on.  

A 5th grader, Lola, showed her father her Chinese work, and her father 

said, “Hello,” in Chinese to Ms. Wenfang Gao, and jokingly said that 

greeting in Chinese was more appropriate in the Chinese classroom, as 

everyone would know it. A 7th grader, Jordan, showed his Chinese work 

to his mother, and made dialogues with Ms. Gao in Chinese. After seeing 

this, his mother said, “No wonder the first thing he has to finish every 

day is his Chinese homework when he comes back home!”    

With Thanksgiving coming, Ms. Wenfang Gao shared with her 

students how to say, “Thank you,” and helped them make thank you 

cards in Chinese on Nov. 25th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents and students learning to 

use chopsticks to pick up popcorns. 

Ms. Wenfang Gao showing Lola, 5th 

grader, how to cut paper snowflakes. 

5th grade students and their 

snowflake paper-cutting with 

Chinese words 

Bishop Kearney High School (from Xiaochao Tao) 

The Chinese teacher, Xiaochao Tao, gave each child a Chinese name 

during the first class, explaining the meaning and pronunciation of the 

name.  

On the 26th -27th of September, the teacher introduced the culture and 

history of the Mid-Autumn Festival to the students. The students tasted 

the mung bean cakes and joined a table tennis match in the classroom to 

celebrate the festival. 

On September 20th, Ms. Tao offered a booth at Curriculum Night in the 

school gymnasium to introduce the Chinese classes at Bishop Kearney 

High School to the parents and students, as well as the culture of China 

and the history of Chinese characters.  New students were encouraged to 

take Chinese courses next semester. 

Her students played various games to increase interest their interest in 

learning Chinese. 

In the class, Ms. Tao helped her students understand the four treasures 

of study and learn the strokes of Chinese characters.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This helped them memorize the pronunciation and stroke sequence of the 

characters they have learned, laying a good foundation for learning more 

Chinese characters, and having a consistent learning process for Chinese 

pronunciation and square characters.   

Her students made use of simple drawings to master the learning of five 

facial features and body parts. Her students were able to talk about their 

drawings to enhance learning interest. 

The drawings then are used to decorate the Chinese language 

classroom, so that students can see a wider variety of characters. 

The students tasting the mung bean 

cakes 

The students joining a table tennis 

match in the classroom to celebrate 

the festival. 

The school held an Open House on November 20th, inviting parents 

and students to learn about the courses offered. The Chinese booth 

introduced the content of the three Chinese classes to parents and students, 

gave a taste of Chinese calligraphy, introduced the history of Chinese 

culture, and encouraged potential students to take Chinese classes next 

semester.  

The children in Mandarin A practiced tongue twisters for four frogs, 

learning numbers and body parts in Chinese.  

Every class had a corresponding classroom game to liven up the 

atmosphere, increasing the fun of learning. This is a unit after the end of 

the snakes and ladders game for the integration of the unit's target  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

language knowledge. The students practiced listening, speaking, and 

reading through this little game.  

    In preparation for Thanksgiving, the students learned the Chinese 

characters to write a holiday card to their parents. 

The student showing her 

Christmas card 

Geneva School Districts  (from Na Wang, Mengqi Gu, Jing Kang, 

Liing Ding, Zuxia Song ) 

On the first day of the 2019-2020 school year, the 2nd grade Chinese 

immersion classroom teacher Liping (Lucy) Ding welcomed her new 

students at the front door outside Geneva North Street School. She greeted 

each student in both English and Chinese. Parents expressed their pleasure 

that their children had a unique opportunity to learn Chinese language and 

culture through the Mandarin dual-language program. Furthermore, they 

also learned some Mandarin from their children. 

At the beginning of the new school year, students in Mengqi Gu’s class 

learned Chinese words for colors. They did an excellent job. And they also 

learned about Beijing Opera, which is related to the colors they learned and 

is also a cultural treasure in China. Different colors represent different 

personalities; for instance, a red mask means loyalty, and a black mask 

means bravery. Students liked this so much that they even colored their own 

masks in class. 

Writing Chinese characters is an important part of learning Chinese. 

However, it’s not easy for students to remember and recognize them. To 

make it fun and easy for students, Mengqi Gu borrowed the idea of coloring 

by sight words from English teachers. She changed all the English sight  

Ms. Liping Ding welcoming the 

new students 

Students coloring their masks 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

words into Chinese characters. The students loved it and it worked very 

well. 

For the 2019-2020 school year, Na Wang leads the Mandarin immersion 

program in 3rd grade at North Street School of the Geneva School District. 

The students began Mandarin immersion in Kindergarten, so this is the 4th 

year for most of them to learn Mandarin. Na Wang tried to figure out better 

ways to teach Mandarin in order to overcome some behavioral issues in 

the classroom. In the end, she led students to talk to each other in Mandarin, 

saying, “Ni kandao le shei? Wo kandao le ______.” Jing Kang, another 

Chinese teacher was there to help. 

Besides Mandarin class every day, Ms. Wang has groups of math 

rotation in the morning and guided reading in the afternoon. For geography, 

Ms. Wang is leading students to mark every continent and ocean in the map 

of the world. Some students are volunteering to try. 

In September, Chinese teacher Zuxia Song taught introductory 

Mandarin courses at West Street School and Chinese courses at Geneva 

High School. The children learned Chinese quickly and willingly. 

Ms. Na Wang teaching students to 

greet in Mandarin 

Mandarin teachers decorating the 

Chinese Wall 

Students making paper mooncakes 

  Mid-Autumn Festival was approaching, so the Chinese teachers, 

Mengqi Gu, Na Wang, Liping Ding, Zuxia Song, and Jing Kang, decorated 

their Chinese Wall at West Street School. These decorations created a 

festive atmosphere and helped local teachers and students learn more about 

Mid-Autumn Festival. They used colorful lanterns and moon-cakes which 

were made by their students, little stars, sky lanterns, and a moon made of 

a paper plate to show people what Mid-Autumn Festival looks like. This 

was also a way to invite people to the school to enjoy the festival and share 

the happiness with them. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Mid-Autumn Festival Day, Ms. Ding introduced to her students 

the story of Houyi Shooting Nine Suns and Chang’e Flying to the Moon. 

The students also learned how Chinese people celebrate this festival on 

that special day. Aireal said, “I am going to tell my dad and mom about the 

festival, and we will stay up late to enjoy the full moon tonight.” 

Meanwhile, students were very interested in making hand crafts in a shape 

of mooncake. 

To help her students learn more about the Mid-Autumn Day, Ms. Wang 

told her students the story of Chang’e Flying to the Moon and made 

handcrafts of colorful paper mooncakes. All the students enjoyed this very 

much.  Na Wang, along with other Mandarin teachers at North Street 

School, also decorated a bulletin board in the hallway to introduce this 

traditional Chinese festival. 

On Mid-Autumn Festival, the first graders learned its tradition, and they 

also heard the beautiful folk story of Chang'e and Hou Yi from Mengqi Gu. 

They then knew why this festival is celebrated, and why people eat moon-

cakes and enjoy the bright moon together with their families. Mengqi Gu 

also told the students that if you miss someone, you can look up at the 

moon in the sky and the moon will send the message to the one you are 

missing. Hearing this, many students said they couldn’t wait to watch the 

moon that night. 

The annual Festival of Nations was celebrated at North Street School in 

Geneva on Nov. 16. The Mandarin teachers prepared stations with Chinese 

food samples, Chinese-style snacks, crafts, a tea show, and a traditional 

Chinese costume photo shop. Na Wang and Jing Kang were busy helping 

children learn how to use chopsticks to pick up tiny Chinese buns. Jing 

Kang also showed Beijing Opera masks to everyone who passed by. These 

demonstrations helped the local people understand more about Chinese 

culture. 

Before Thanksgiving Day on Thursday, November 28, first grade 

students in Mengqi Gu’s class made a craft with construction paper. They 

drew their hands on a piece of brown construction paper as a turkey’s body. 

Then they wrote four persons to whom they wanted to express their thanks 

in Chinese. At last, they added the turkey’s beak and eyes. They had a lot 

of fun as they learned how to use a different language to show their 

appreciation. 

In November, to prepare for Thanksgiving, the children in Zuxia Song’s 

class made many handcrafts in the shape of hearts to express their gratitude 

to their loved ones. They also learned to use different gestures to describe 

love. 

 Ms. Liping Ding’s class discussed comparisons between the American 

harvest holiday, Thanksgiving, and the Chinese harvest holiday, the Mid-

Autumn Festival. In this way, students understood both holidays much 

better! Then, students made a Thanksgiving “Turkey” craft and wrote 

people and things they are thankful for in Chinese on feathers. They really 

enjoyed writing Chinese characters thanks to the festival atmosphere! 

Christmas is coming and the festival atmosphere is getting stronger and 

stronger in December. Liping Ding, the 2nd grade Mandarin immersion 

teacher, taught her students some vocabulary and sentences regarding 

Christmas in Chinese. Meanwhile, her students also learned how to write 

Chinese characters. They decorated ornaments with “Merry Christmas” in 

Chinese. Students couldn’t wait to hang them on their Christmas trees at 

home.  

CIAU teachers preparing for the 

Festival of Nations 

Ms. Na Wang making Chinese tea 

on annual Festival of Nations  

Students learning how to use 

chopsticks 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The next day, one of the students said to Ms. Ding, “My mom said that 

Chinese ornaments are very cool, and she’s so proud I can write Chinese 

characters so well.” 

To celebrate Christmas, 3rd graders at Geneva North Street School 

organized an event, Christmas Around the World, allowing students to take 

turns experiencing different ways of celebrating Christmas, including 

Mexican, Spanish, and French, as well as Chinese.  

 Na Wang designed an activity which is unique to Chinese Christmas 

culture, ‘Christmas Apple’, called ‘Ping’an Guo’ in Mandarin. First, she 

showed a video to her students, letting them know that, although Christmas 

is not a traditional festival in China, many Chinese young people love it 

and celebrate it by eating out and sending ‘Ping’an Guo’ to their friends, 

wishing them peace and safety in the coming new year.  Then she showed 

the students some pictures of ‘Ping’an Guo’ and taught them to make their 

own - wrap an apple in clear wrappers and tie it with colorful ribbons. The 

students were delighted to do that. 

Jing Kang let her students prepare a special Chinese Christmas present 

- a family picture with the title of their families in Chinese for their family. 

Most of the children were proud that they could make a Chinese gift on 

their own. 

To celebrate Christmas, first graders from Mengqi Gu’s class made a 

reindeer craft. They used lollipops and construction paper. They used 

brown construction paper to make the head of the reindeer and a lollipop 

for its nose. The students cannot love it more. Mengqi Gu also gave her 

students Chinese fans as Christmas gifts. The children were so surprised 

and excited! 

 

Students with their Chinese fans 

Ms. Jing Kang teaching a student 

how to use chopsticks 

Children making Thanksgiving cards 

To arouse students’ interest in Mandarin learning, Na Wang designed a 

two-week Chinese Culture Research Project: the students worked in pairs 

on various topics of Chinese culture.  Ms. Wang prepared twelve topics for 

them to choose from. The first week, the students used their Mandarin 

classroom time to do the research, and the second week they completed 

their presentations. Each team worked on Google slides and could share  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

with Ms. Wang anytime. Ms. Wang provided tips and made corrections 

online. 

In the presentations, each team showed what they had found on their 

topic with pictures and introductions. They also designed some questions 

to ask the listeners, and the listeners could also ask the presenters questions 

concerning their topics. 

The topics included Chinese food, pandas, the Great Wall, the Forbidden 

City, the Silk Road, the Giant Buddha, ping pong, and Chinese money, and 

more. The students were extremely interested in doing their projects. 

Upcoming Events: 

2/1/2020 2020 Chinese New Year Gala 

 

A turkey thank-you card by a student 


