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Talulla is a sophomore South African-French inter-
national student, pursuing a Communication Studies 
major and a Film Studies minor. After college, she  
hopes to combine her passion for journalism and 
social justice, and love of film, to use the skills she  
learned at Alfred to become a documentary filmmak-
er. In addition to this, she is the Managing Editor of 
the Alfred University student newspaper, the Fiat 
Lux. Talulla is also in the Women’s Leadership Acad-
emy (WLA), which provides her with the opportunity 
to explore and develop her potential as a leader. As a 
part of the WLA, it has given her the opportunity to 
learn more about the discrimination that people face 

due to their gender, and has equipped her with the tools to fight this discrimination. Com-
ing from South Africa, where gender-based violence plagues the nation, Talulla is extremely 
grateful to have had the opportunity to work with the Women’s and Gender Studies program 
at Alfred, and to have had the chance to contribute where she could. Working on the Alpha-
delphian has given her the platform to combine all of my interests at Alfred University—from 
journalism and film, to social justice and gender equality.

THE ALPHAD
Talulla Torthe | Editor

Jeffrey Scharl | Editor
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This years’ issue of the Alphadephian is dedicated to where we’ve come, where we are, and where we still 
need to go. The cover, designed by graduating WGST minors Mackenzie Slater and Amy Kozlowski, features 
Susan B. Anthony as well as the sunflower. Initially used in the 1867 bid for the right to vote in Kansas, the 
sunflower became well known among the wider suffragist movement, so much so that yellow was adopted 
into the official colors of the movement; purple, white, and yellow. 
The Alphadelphian is partially supported by the Riley Fund for Women’s and Gender Studies.
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It has been my great pleasure to serve as Di-
rector of Women and Gender Studies for the 
past two years, probably one of the most re-
warding experiences of my 27 years at Alfred 
University. I’ve been blessed to have won-
derful, dedicated faculty on the exec board 
who have kept me smiling as well as on task!  
Getting to know our current minors and 
experience a bit of their journey while over-
seeing capstone projects and adding exciting 
new courses to our program have been a few 
of the highlights.  Event planning has always 
been something I enjoy doing and closely 
related to my “regular” job in Performing Arts. 
Seeing months of planning and overcoming 
complications ultimately leading to a suc-
cessful residency is truly fulfilling. Such was 
the case last year with Pearl Dick. Her lecture 
and residency were amazing. A personal bo-
nus was that I actually got to “create” a glass 
flower during her glass-blowing workshop.

I anticipated a similar experience inviting film maker, Roxy Toporowych as our 2020 Riley Lec-
ture. I had a year as director under my belt and was ready to roll! We had scheduled a full week 
of  classes in Performance Design and Technology, Communication Studies, Dance and Human 
Studies , venues were reserved, reception and dinner plans were made and technology was in 
place for the showing of her movie “Julia Blue”. Excitement and anticipation filled the air as we 
went on Spring Break.
Roxy foresaw the coming COVID-19 crisis before any of us in tiny little Alfred, however. She 
called me from her home in New York City more than a week before the event.  “Is the lecture 
still on?  Is the school closing?”   Two days later I returned her call with the sad news. We would 
be closed the week of the lecture and I was unsure whether we could reschedule for later in the 
semester. As we all know now, that would not have been possible anyhow.  We’re hoping that 
Roxy can come to AU sometime in the future but given the uncertainty for so many artists, it 
won’t be 2021.
I leave the Women and Gender Studies Program in good hands, with Cecilia Beach becoming 
director for the next three years.  Cecilia is a proven leader and will continue to grow and evolve 
the program as we move into a new era. Alfred University’s history is committed to social justice 
and equality and I am sure we will weather the storm. 

Luanne Crosby

FROM THE DIRECTOR
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On August 26th, 1920, the 19th 
Amendment was ratified grant-
ing women the ability to vote 
across the United States for the 
first time. The passage of the 
19th Amendment was the cul-
mination of an effort that en-
compassed two horrific wars, 
multiple rejections, and 72 years 
of struggle. This was a win for 
women’s rights at the highest 
level. The movement started 
from grassroots origins, fa-
mously at the Seneca Falls Con-
vention. Just to the south west 
of Seneca Falls is Alfred, New 
York, a place steeped with its 
own history in regards to wom-
en’s rights. Over the decades, 
and critically during the period 
leading up to the passage of the 
19th amendment, Alfred and Al-
fred University have nurtured 
generations of suffragists. 

Both the town and univer-
sity have always been a place 
of inclusion. Founded on the 
principles of civic engagement 
and freedom of thought, it’s 
little wonder that Alfred de-
veloped into a haven for suf-
fragists. With a inaugural class 
that consisted of more women 
than men, the natural arc was 
to push the social boundar-
ies. This started early at Alfred, 
largely in conjunction with the 
start of the suffragist move-
ment. One of the earliest show-
cases takes place in 1887 as 10 
women, including Abigail Allen 
and Lucy Barber, storm the 
municipal election and illegal-
ly cast their votes in a show of 
outright defiance. These wom-
en were promptly arrested but 
Barber was the only one prose-

“We Believe it a 
God-Given right and 
the enacting of laws 

which refuses this 
right, is tyranny, and 

opression.”

Mary Kenyon Maxson Babcock

Alfred, N.Y.

1903

cuted, due to her illegally casting a 
ballot in 1885. Barber was convict-
ed and sentenced to one day in 
jail. As seemingly light as the sen-
tence might appear, at the time it 
was the highest indignity. Barber 
was subject to ridicule from local 
newspapers, and as her case de-
veloped, a wider journalistic audi-
ence. 

                                                                                                                          

Abigail Allen, a compatriot of the 
now famous Lucy Barber, was 
herself an ardent suffragist and 
activist as was her husband, Jon-
athan Allen. Both the Allen’s con-
tributed incalculably to cultivating 
the culture at Alfred University, 
especially during the formative 
years of the school. Jonathan was 
a true believer in equality for both 
sexes. In one of his last sermons 
to the graduating class of 1891 he 
reiterates the roots the Univer-
sity has in educating women and 
praises the change in the curric-
ulum since then; with more wom-
en choosing mathematics and 
ancient languages and conversely 
more men choosing fine arts and 

modern languages, disciplines 
that were all but unheard of the 
sexes studying at the inception 
of the school. Women addition-
ally began to give more public 
speeches and Allen praises the 
fact, describing the ability of 
the women as superior to the 
men and saying that “the ladies 
express the more eloquence, 
speaking from the heart – the 
source of all true eloquence”. 

From the leaders of the 
community, to the leaders 
of the University, the idea of 
equality was ubiquitous in Al-
fred, New York. Organizations 
like the Allen Civic Club, orga-
nized in 1909 and named after 
the transformative leaders, 
had the goal of perpetuating 
and disseminating information 
pertaining to women’s social 
and political issues. Speakers 
like senior Lucile Barton Still-
man delivered powerful com-
mencement speeches in 1914 
dedicated to women’s rights. 
In words that were validat-
ed just six years later but still 
ring true today; “The ‘feminist 
movement’ is, in its essentials, 
a movement to re-adjust the 
social position of women in an 
effort to secure adequate op-
portunities for free human de-
velopment to the same extent 
that men posses such oppor-
tunities. This means that ev-
eryone, without regard to dif-
ference between sex and sex, 
must have liberty, justice, op-
portunity, knowledge and the 
right to develop and exercise 
his or her own capacities”.

FROM THE DIRECTOR 100 YEARS OF VOTING
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Chagmion Antoine is an Alfred University alumna who, 
with her zest and sharp communication skills, fights 
the patriarchy and stirs discussions on race and gen-
der issues. 

Antoine graduated from Alfred University in 2004 
with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (BFA). Today, Antoine is an 
award-wining journalist, actor, producer, consultant 
and public speaker. She is best known for her work at 
CBS News. 

When she was 23-years-old, Antoine made history 
as the first openly LGBT woman—and first LGBT per-
son of color—to be featured on a major news program. 
Antoine has been included in various lists as a notable 
personality in the LGBT and black history. 

Antoine has been featured on a number of platforms, 
notably Curve Magazine’s “Top Ten Reasons Why We Love 
Chagmion Antoine,” where Kristin A. Smith wrote, “As a 

bisexual woman of color on an all-gay news network, Antoine is paving new ground in the business.”
In 2010, Antoine founded a production company called Native Speak Media, with a mission to empower 

inspiration by creating space where expression can flourish. 
In her journalistic work and activism, Antoine specializes on sextrafficking, police brutality, immigra-

tion, gender discrimination, and women and minorities in media. Perhaps most inspiring of all, Antoine has 
helped to shape media coverage regarding intersections of race, LGBT issues, gender and politics. She con-
tinues to write articles concerning these topics for Women’s Media Center, including an article-gone-viral 
titled, “The color of lawlessness: Sexual abuse by police, nationwide,” which illustrates the racial profiling 
of sexual abuse survivors by police. 

In Nov. 2019, Antoine spent a couple of days on Alfred University’s campus to advise a number of stu-
dent-media involved leaders and gave a number of in-class presentations. Antoine gave three presentations 
during her visit to Alfred, one on using storytelling and social media to fight back, one on her path from dis-
gruntled art student to award-winning journalist, and one titled “Sex As A Weapon: The Politics of Shame.”

In the latter, Antoine gave a captivating speech in the WGST course “Gender, Race, Class, and Media.” 
Here, Antoine discussed a number of issues, including the over-sexualization of bisexual individuals and 
her journey covering global gender-based violence in the #MeToo and Revenge Porn era. 

Antoine is an Alfred University alumna who is making her mark on the world, one article at a time. Not 
only does she tackle challenging human rights topics that need to be addressed, she is also the epitome of 
a boss millennial who won’t be silenced.

Chagmion Antoine ‘04

WGST ROUNDTABLE FEATURE

2019-2020 WGST ROUNDTABLES
September 20

“Citizens’ Response to Changes in Japan’s Seed Law: 
Environmental and Farmer Activism”

Lecture by Dr. Nicole Freiner, Associate Professor, Depart-
ment of Political Science & Environmental Studies, Bryant 
University (Alfred University BA in Political Science Alum 

’95), co-sponsored with Global Studies and ENVS.

November 12
“Sex As A Weapon: The Politics of Shame”

Award-winning journalist, actor and producer Chagmion 
Antoine (AU, BFA 2004 ) will speak about her journey, as 

a queer woman of color, covering global violence against 
women in the #MeToo and Revenge Porn era. Along the 

way, she will highlight her two decades of personal experi-
ence navigating the media industry.
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Professor Susan Mayberry has devoted the last three years to 
succeeding Can’t I Love What I Criticize? The Masculine and 
Morrison with a second book on Toni Morrison.  Due out in 
2021, The Critical Life of Toni Morrison: Making a Home in the 
Rock arrives just a year after the death of America’s most be-
loved African American female writer.  Toni Morrison is the 
most important American novelist since William Faulkner, the 
most significant American woman writer since Emily Dickin-
son, and the most influential African American public intel-
lectual for the past quarter-century.  Her impact as a writer, 
critic, editor, teacher, and thinker is profound, for she has ef-
fectively changed the face of literature and literary criticism in 

the United States, if not worldwide.  Winner of the 1993 Nobel Prize in Literature for “novels charac-
terized by visionary force and poetic import” that “giv[e] life to an essential aspect of American reali-
ty,” Morrison’s writing has advanced literary criticism on several fronts, contributing to the revival of 
some of the earliest critical methods and the development of  some of the most recent.  Playing in the 
Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination, Morrison’s singular effort to generate a literary-critical 
approach that recognizes and embraces rather than ignores or remains willfully innocent regarding 
the African American presence in U.S. literature, has quite literally transformed America’s attitude 
toward American letters.  Yet Morrison’s initial efforts were misunderstood by white reviewers, who 
praised her “poetic” language without realizing that she intended not only to enable the codes of black 
art to capture black experience, but to empower language that “arcs toward the place where meaning 
might lie” (Barack Obama).

Because a living writer rarely initiates the subject of her own literary critical reception, the story of 
Morrison’s achievement in making a home for herself—and for other females and people of color—in the 
stony bedrock of “white male” American literature provides a unique subject for Mayberry’s contribution 
to the Camden House Press Series “Literary Criticism in Perspective.” The Critical Life of Toni Morrison: 
Making a Home in the Rock recounts the movement of an African American woman writer from margins 
to mainstream, from neglect to the Nobel Prize, from teaching literature to college students to teaching 
white literature professors, literary scholars, and literary critics to remove their blinders and see the 
racism present from the beginning, and present still, in American literature and life.

Professor Susan Mayberry

WGST FACULTY UPDATES

Cecilia Beach is  spending her second year in Rwanda as a 
resident teacher at the Ituze Mindfulness and Yoga Center. 
In addition to teaching yoga and meditation at the center 
itself, Cecilia spends much of her time teaching Breath-Body-
Mind (a therapeutic method combining gentle movements 
with voluntarily regulated breathing practices) in homes 
for elderly genocide survivors throughout the country. Her 
English translation of Andre Leo’s novel Aline-Ali (1868)--co-
translated with her brother Chris--will soon be available at 
Whitlock Publishing.

Professor Cecilia Beach

WGST Faculty updates continued on page 17
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Mackenzie is from Rochester, NY and is 
majoring in Fine Arts with a double minor 
in Art History and Women’s and Gender 
Studies. Her primary focus within art is 
film photography, which is featured in her 
BFA Thesis Show. This exhibition will dou-
ble as Mackenzie’s WGST capstone proj-
ect, as her work deals with being a woman 
as photographer, and taking the formalist 
concerns of traditional photography and 
turning them into her conceptual con-
cerns. Mackenzie is also a graduate of the 
Women’s Leadership Academy, in which 
her capstone was a site-specific art in-
stallation about how she and her co-cre-
ator found home within Alfred University. 
Mackenzie will be working in Vermont this 
summer post-graduation as a photography 
instructor for young girls, and she hopes to 
move to Philadelphia or Pittsburgh to start 
working as an art gallery administrator.

Jasmin Sullivan was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, NY. She is a Child & Clinical Psy-
chology major with a double minor in Social 
Justice and Women & Gender studies. After 
graduating, Jasmin will be working in NYC 
as a Child Protective Specialist. Her cap-
stone project focuses on the invisibility that 
women of color face in regards to police 
brutality. Women of color have also been 
victims of police brutality but reports ha-
ven’t been discussed or publicized as much 
as men of color. The research that she has 
done discusses topics such as intersection-
ality, which points to the reasons why wom-
en have faced this problem of invisibility. 
Jasmin will create an art piece that will dis-
play the names of women of color who were 
the victims of police brutality. The purpose 
of her project is to use art to inform, edu-
cate and bring awareness to this issue that 
people do not know about.

GRADUATING

Mackenzie Slater Jasmin Sullivan
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Originally from Syracuse, NY, Amy is an Art 
and Design major who is minoring in both 
Art History and Women and Gender Stud-
ies. Amy’s BFA Thesis Exhibition, “What 
Ever Happened to Staying Together for the 
Kid?” is doubling as her capstone project 
for her WGST minor. Her capstone focuses 
in on how her family structure affected her 
life growing up as a young adult woman. In 
her time at Alfred, Amy has enjoyed working 
at Alex’s College Spot, spending time with 
friends, working for the rugby team and 
working at the Fosdick Nelson Gallery. After 
graduation, Amy plans to move back to Syr-
acuse to work in a photo service lab and be 
with her family before applying to graduate 
school in the coming years.

MINORS

Amy Kozlowski

FALL 2019
WGST Courses

GENDER AND LEADERSHIP
Abby Griffith

MULTICULTURAL AMERICAN 
LITERATURE

Dr. Melissa Ryan

PARENTING SEMINAR
Dr. Louis Lichtman

GENDER, RACE, CLASS AND 
MEDIA

Dr. Robyn Goodman

SPRING 2020
WGST Courses

WOMEN AND GENDER IN SOCIETY
Dr. Sandra Singer

WOMEN IN MUSIC
Dr. Luanne Crosby

OF HEROES AND MONSTERS: 
GOOD AND EVIL IN FRENCH 

POP CULTURE
Anne-Caroline Sieffert

QUEERING THE PITCH
Dr. Raul Barcenes

GENDER AND IDENTITY IN                         
MEDIEVAL AND RENAISSANCE ART

Jennifer Lyons

WOMEN IN THE U.S. SINCE 1920
Dr. Mallory Szymanski

PSYCHOLOGY OF GENDER
Dr. Beth Johnson

PARENTING SEMINAR
Dr. Louis Lichtman

MAJOR FIGURES: JANE AUSTEN
Dr. Allen Grove

WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP ACADEMY 
PRACTICUM

Abby Griffith
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The 20th century saw women’s rights dramatically 
expand, and with the 19th amendment, which gave 
women the right to vote, as well as the historic 
ruling in Roe v. Wade women were enfranchised 
more than ever. Yet nearly 50 years later, a wom-
en’s right to choose is being eroded. 

The landmark court case in 1973 gave women 
nationwide the ability to seek an abortion in what 
for many felt like the culmination of an emotional 
legal challenge. However, with the flip from a Dem-
ocrat to Republican controlled executive branch, 
the hard-won victory of Roe v. Wade smoldered 
back into contention. The transition from Obama 
to Trump signaled the perfect opportunity for 
states to challenge Roe v. Wade, and over the last 
eighteen months, numerous states in the south-
ern United States and across the Midwest, nota-
bly Alabama and Ohio, have proposed laws that if 
passed would result in a near total ban of abortion. 

Under the proposed laws, doctors caught per-
forming an abortion could face up to 99 years in pris-
on. There are no exemptions in the case of rape or 
incest, and the only case where abortion is allowed 
is if that of the mother’s life is in jeopardy. Howev-
er even when the pregnancy could prove lethal for 
the mother, this might not be enough to secure an 
abortion. Proposed laws in Ohio include language 
that specifies that doctors must take all steps to save 
the life of a fetus, including in instances of an ecto-
pic pregnancy. Ectopic pregnancies are fatal for the 
infant and pose a grave health risk for the mother. 

The law is as regressive as it is nebulous and 
impossible. In cases where the fetus grows outside 
the womb, the bill calls for doctors to attempt to 
re-implant the embryo in the womb, a procedure 

that does not exist in medical science. 
Fortunately, in the late fall of 2019, the U.S. 

District Court blocked anti-abortion laws across 
the board in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, Ohio, and Utah setting a direct 
challenge for a now conservative slanted supreme 
court. The battle for abortion rights has been put 
on hold, setting the stage for yet another pivotal 
decision in regards to abortion. 

Moreover, the introduction of regressive an-
ti-abortion laws by states, and the swiftness in 
which they have done so, shows how flatfooted 
proponents of pro-choice have been since the pas-
sage of Row v. Wade and highlights the divide with-
in the camp. There is a stark divide between the so-
cial elite in the Northeast and West Coast, who face 
little risk of restrictions on reproductive health, 
and those in the Midwest and south facing abortion 
bans. Clinics in battleground states remain under-
funded and struggling despite the outpouring of 
support upon the passage of the restrictive laws. 

Roe v. Wade was a massive step forward for 
women’s rights yet in the 47 years since the ruling, 
it is easy to forget that not all areas of the coun-
try have experienced the same freedoms. Progress 
often is attributed as static and once progress is 
achieved, all there is is to continue to improve 
but women’s rights have largely stagnated. With 
the stage set for a challenge to a supreme court, 
proponents of women’s rights will have to be more 
vigilant than they’ve had to be in quite some time 
and a new generation of advocates will have to 
take up the torch to ensure continued advance-
ment and safeguarding of women’s rights. 

RIGHTS UNDER SIEGE
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RIGHTS UNDER SIEGE

Toporowych wrote and directed “Julia 
Blue,” a love story set in modern day, 
post-revolutionary Ukraine involving 
Julia, an idealistic student activist, 
and a wounded soldier fresh from the 
warfront. Toporowych went to the 
Ukraine in 2014 on a 10-month Fulbright 
grant to film a documentary about 
the country’s children. She wound up 
visiting soldiers in a local hospital, an 
experience that inspired her to write 
“Julia Blue,” her first feature film.

The film, produced in 2018, won the 
jury prize for best narrative feature at 
the 2018 Anchorage International Film 
Festival. It was named Best Foreign Film 
at the 2019 Long Beach International 
Film Festival and 2019 Mystic Film 
Festival. For her work on “Julia Blue,” 
Toporowych won the jury awards as 
best director at the 2018 Woodstock 
Film Festival and at the 2019 Sonoma 
International Film Festival.

A graduate of New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, Toporowych has worked in film 
and television production for more than 15 years. Her credits include “Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier,” “A Most Violent Year,” “The Other Guys,” “Saturday Night Live” and Marvel’s “The 
Punisher” Seasons 1 and 2. In 2016, she was the recipient of the Calvin Klein Live the Dream grant 
for emerging female directors.

Each year, Alfred University hosts the Elizabeth Hallenbeck Riley and Charles P. Riley Lectureship 
in Women’s Studies. Charles Riley ’35 and Elizabeth Hallenbeck Riley ’36 were Alfred University 
graduates. Elizabeth was a local activist involved in women’s rights issues. Their daughters, Pamela 
Riley Osborn ’62, Patricia A. Riley ’65, and Melissa Riley generously sponsor the lecture series in 
memory of their parents. The Riley sisters’ gift is a completion of the memorial Charles Riley had 
planned for his wife but had not completed before his death.

At the inaugural lecture in April 1996, Dr. Karen Porter, former director of the Women’s and 
Gender Studies Program, noted that the lectureship “validates the work of women’s studies. It 
reaffirms our sense of community, and it helps make that community visible.”

The Riley Lecture Series sustains and nurtures faculty and student interest in Women’s Studies 
by bringing accomplished women scholars and professionals to campus each year. The Riley Lecture 
preserves the interdisciplinary nature of women’s studies by bringing scholars and professionals 
from a variety of disciplines to campus to give a lecture and participate in one or more women’s 
studies classes. The 2020 Riley Lecture was cancelled due to the COVID-19 epidemic.

LIGHTS, CAMERA, REVOLUTION!
Roxy Toporowych

Acclaimed filmmaker Roxy Toporowych was set to deliver 
the 25th annual Riley Lecture in Women’s Studies on 

Wednesday, March 18, at Alfred University.

The lecture was titled “Lights, Camera, Revolution!: 
Award-Winning Filmmaker Roxy Toporowych’s Ukrainian 

Love Story.”

From Alfred University Office of 
Communications
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This years Abigail Allen faculty/staff award winner is Dan 
Napolitano (B.F.A. ’93, M.S. Ed ’98). In the past year, Dan has 
raised awareness of both the passage of the 19th-Amend-
ment and Alfred University. This past fall, Dan, along with 
Art Force 5, which he’s the creator of, visited five Nation-
al Football League to create mosaics of influential wom-
en associated with each city. Together the group made 
two additional stops and at the end of their journeys they 
created seven total mosaics honoring Susan B. Anthony, 
Nellie Bly, Dorothy Dandridge, Harriet Tubman, Shirley 
Chisholm, Inez Milholland, and Coretta Scott King. 

Art Force 5 continues to flourish due to Dan’s creativity, 
leadership, and incredible amounts of hard work. It’s this 
dedication that has created such powerful exerpeinces for 
not only students, but for people nationwide, to learn more about remarkable women who have shaped history.

This newest exhibition follows Dan’s work in 2018 where he, along with alumna Traci Molloy, spear-
headed an installation to bring attention to sexual violence and assault against women. 

Dan Napolitano
2020 ABIGAIL ALLEN 
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Jasmin Sullivan
By Dr. Bob Stein

Jasmin Sullivan is this year’s winner of the Abigail Allen 
Award for undergraduates, which goes to a Women’s and 
Gender Studies minor whose academic performance and 
service to the university community stand out.  Jasmin is 
a senior psychology major who demonstrates even in her 
curriculum how committed to serving her community 
she is.  Her concentrations within her major are child 
psychology and clinical/counseling psychology.  And, 
along with her Women’s and Gender Studies minor, she 
is also completing a minor in Social Justice Studies.  For 
her WGST capstone project, Jasmin is studying a topic 
that needs more attention.  As she wrote in her project 
proposal, her goal is “to inform, educate and spread 
awareness on the issue of police brutality faced by 
Women of Color.”  Jasmin’s work not only brings much 

needed light to this subject, but also helps us understand what social dynamics lead to the media ignoring 
this issue too often.

Throughout her Alfred career, Jasmin has supported both our community and others.  She has raised 
funds for both the Water for Haiti and Water for Puerto Rico projects on campus; she has been a member 
of Art Force Five; and she has been the public relations officer for Caribbean Students Association, a club 
she joined as a first year student.  Her orientation toward service comes through even in her hobbies.  The 
Cupbakery Club, of which she’s a member, not only bakes tasty treats, but provides lessons to would-be 
bakers and educates all those with a sweet tooth about 
a diverse range of heritages.  For Hispanic Heritage 
Month, for example, Cupbakery celebrated with 
Pastelitos/Empanadas, Elote (Mexican Street Corn), 
Tres Leches Cake, and Mini Churros!

You wouldn’t know much of this to talk to Jasmin.  
She’s too unassuming to tell you.  Her concern for others 
comes so naturally to her that she doesn’t think of her 
accomplishments as anything special.  Those of us who 
have worked with Jasmin, though, know how special she 
is and how much she has enriched our community.  We 
are delighted to see her recognized for her efforts with 
the bestowal of this Abigail Allen Award.  

2020 ABIGAIL ALLEN AWARD WINNERS
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I graduated with a BFA and WGST mi-
nor in 2018 and have since begun life in 
Philadelphia. I am the Studio Manager 
and Membership Coordinator at Black 
Hound Clay Studio and also teach ce-
ramics classes. I grew up in California 
with a liberal family and have always 
had the political beliefs you might as-
sociate with that background, but my 
WGST minor helped me form an aca-
demic foundation for those beliefs. The 
classes helped me to think more criti-
cally about what I think is right, rath-
er than just following what my family 
members think. Taking WGST classes 
has particularly helped me to see how 
intersectional all social issues are, and I 
am more aware of how all those moving parts affect everything in this country from how people get 
treated in a coffee shop to how policies are made.

Aliza Schweitzer

Logan Gee
I graduated with a double major in English and Com-
munication Studies and a minor in Women and Gen-
der Studies in 2018. Currently, I serve as the Assis-
tant Director of Student Activities and Orientation 
at Nazareth College and am completing my Master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership with a specializa-
tion in Student Affair Administration. 

I am thankful for the time I was able to spend at 
Alfred in the WGST program because it informs the 
work I do everyday with my own students. By par-
ticipating in the WGST program, I am able to offer 
guidance to the rising leaders I work with each se-
mester, and, from an advising standpoint, I am better 
able to support and serve students as they succeed. 

WHERE ARE THEY NOW?
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When I first started college, I was quite unsure 
as to what path I wanted to take. Did I want to 
follow the road that guaranteed immediate job 
security or delve into my interests, my curiosi-
ties, and the fire inside of me? I was advised to 
take classes that I was intrigued by and to let 
things land where they may. In October of 2015, 
I was sexually assaulted. This trauma stripped 
me of my right to be heard, pushing me to sub-
consciously find ways to be listened to again. 
This turning point in my life is likely what led 
me to courses surrounding the topics of Wom-
en in Society, Human Sexuality, and Parenting. 
By the end of my sophomore year at Alfred 
University, I realized two of my major passions: 
Psychology and Women’s & Gender Studies, the 

latter completely unplanned and unrealized. What’s perplexing is that my gains through the WGST 
courses did not cease upon graduation, as I have continued to fully embrace the values of the 
Women’s & Gender Studies program. 

My time spent with faculty involved in the Women’s & Gender Studies department was noth-
ing short of eye opening, inspiring, and empowering. I was able to better understand the frequent 
experiences that many people who identify as women share with one another. Whether it was a 
woman indulging in her “sarcastic” disgust towards the likely habits of men or a fellow woman ad-
mitting to me her history of sexual abuse (that she had never divulged in anyone else), I ultimately 
felt connected to these women. We became linked through this dark commonality of being inferi-
or, subpar, or unequal to men in one way or another. 

Not only did I expend myself to the haunting comparisons between myself and other wom-
en at Alfred University, I also found my voice through the Women’s & Gender Studies program. 
I entered the WGST program not knowing who I was, as an individual, young adult, let alone a 
woman. Through the courses I took, I gained the confidence to intern with Planned Parenthood, 
take part in the Planned Parenthood Day of Action, speak in front of alumni and current students 
regarding sexual assault, and present on my own forthcomings for my Senior Thesis. After read-
ing Egalia’s Daughters, taking part in gender based discussions in the classroom and beyond, and 
presenting on my experiences as a young woman, I fully came to my own understanding of what 
it means to be a woman in today’s society. You have to make yourself be heard and be listened to; 
you need to scream your truth; you must never, never stop learning. And most importantly, you 
must “Be radical, radical to the core,” as so bravely quoted by Abigail Allen. 

Summer Markajani 

PAST WGST GRADUATES
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By Sandra Singer, Professor

During this critical time of racial justice demonstrations and uncomfortable but necessary conver-
sations, I’ve thought of important moments in the “Women and Gender in Society” class.  The topics 
in the class have changed as our society focuses on different issues, but each year uncomfortable 
conversations emerge and the level of trust among all members of the class is put to the test.  There 
was the moment when in response to general condemnation of the police among many mostly white 
class members, a single person spoke up in defense of the non-white police officer in her own family.  
When discussing the controversy surrounding the decision by retired NBA basketball player, Dwya-
ne Wade, and his wife to support the transition of their 12-year-old child, the student presenting the 
information stated that he would oppose gender-affirming surgery for a child of that age.  Express-
ing such opposition required courage, since recent discussions about transexuality in social media 
and elsewhere have been 
intense, as is common 
when society grapples 
with the unfamiliar and 
lives are at stake.  

 With the excep-
tion of this year because 
of COVID-19, the class 
includes an Open Mike 
event with the theme 
chosen by the students.  
Last year students at the 
event were openly criti-
cal of Alfred University’s 
Common Ground initia-
tive, which has as one of 
its goals getting students 
to feel more comfort-
able talking about sensi-
tive topics like race, gender, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic class.  One criticism was that 
students wanted more readings by non-white authors.  Students pointed out the lack of diversity 
among students, faculty, staff, and the administration. Knowing the efforts that the administration, 
faculty, and staff have made to have a more diverse campus and to have all students feel welcome 
and safe on campus made it difficult to hear such criticism, but change begins with listening to what 
students are experiencing and feeling.  Later in the event students were critical of the lack of gen-
der-neutral toilets on campus and were determined to work to change that.  During that same Open 
Mike event students who were associated with AU Men’s Rugby were grilled by others who found 
their bumper stickers (which if I recall correctly had “Violence = Silence” on them) to be threatening.  
The students associated with AU Men’s Rugby had the opportunity to explain the meaning behind 
the slogan, even if not everyone in the crowd was satisfied with the explanation.  The enthusiasm 
expressed by students after the event was due in part to the unexpected openness with which we 
had been able to discuss those uncomfortable topics.

UNCOMFORTABLE
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CONVERSATIONS
Then there was the very uncomfortable conversation before Spring Break this semester.  We were 
in the middle of the discussions about the graffiti in Harder Hall that had included the use of the 
N-word.  While most of the students were angry and frustrated by what they saw as yet another 
racist incident on our campus, a few students knew the artists that had created the controversial 
work, they understood what had motivated the creation of the work, and were worried about the 
physical safety of those artists.    

So many different worlds come together on our campus.  The Women’s and Gender Studies program 
and the Social Justice program play an important role in generating uncomfortable conversations 
that challenge all of us.  As a faculty member in these programs I am constantly trying to figure out 
my role in the classroom beyond establishing a place where all of us are safe and can trust each oth-
er.  My hope is that we are respectful and strong enough to have these uncomfortable conversations 
continue within the classroom and elsewhere, so that we can keep growing and don’t give up on 
each other.

If life gives you lemons, make tarte au çitron! This spring, 
not long after arriving in Europe for a sabbatical research 
trip on the subject of landscapes, Hope was caught up in the 
COVID-19 lockdown in Paris, France. Funded by an Inter-
national Fellowship for Faculty Development and the ARTH 
Division, her travels were scheduled to include research in 
museums, libraries, and classic English, Dutch, and French 
gardens and parks. She was able to follow her planned pro-
gram in London and Amsterdam, but by the time she arrived 
in Paris for a residency at the Cité internationale des arts, 
the country was on the verge of shutdown, with one of the 
most strict pandemic confinements in the world. After three 
months of experiencing the largely empty city on foot and by 

bike, she gained new insights into the social aspects of landscape: the controlled beauty of dystopi-
an cityscapes; the way in which the architecture can come alive through human absence, as well as 
presence; the distinct ways in which race, gender, and class impact how people live through a shared 
experience; and the intersection of global and local elements on use of land and the built environ-
ment. These insights will be part of the class dialogue in her new course, “Landscape Across Cul-
tures: land, space, place, and site,” to be taught in spring 2021.

WGST FACULTY UPDATES  CONT.

Professor Hope Childers
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A WELCOME
Dear Alfred WGST 
community,

I am happy to be 
joining you again in 
the fall after my ex-
tended sabbatical/
leave teaching yoga in 
Rwanda. I am honored 
to have been asked to 
serve once again as 
director of the WGST 
program, a position 
that I have always 
found both rewarding 

and inspiring. I love to work with students, faculty and staff 
from across the campus who are dedicated to understand-
ing issues of sex, sexuality, and gender through multiple in-
tersectional and interdisciplinary lenses. The world will be 
a new place after the current crisis. I look forward to being 
part of a community of scholars who will—I hope—help to 
shape that new world with an informed culture of caring, 
compassion, service, and equity. Please feel free to reach out 
to me over the summer if you have creative ideas about how 
we can continue to strengthen and develop our community 
in the coming years. Many thanks to Luanne Crosby for her 
recent leadership, as well as to the executive board and to all 
the WGST faculty for their service to our program! 

Please stay safe and well! 

Cecilia Beach

1983 - 1987
Gail C. Walker

Division of Psychology

1987 - 1991
Susan Mayberry

Division of English

1991 - 1994
Vicki Eaklor

Division of Human Studies

1995 - 1999
Karen Porter

Division of Social Sciences

1999 - 2002
Susan Morehouse
Division of English

2002 - 2004
Cecilia Beach

Division of Modern Languages

2004 - 2008
Laura Greyson

Division of Social Sciences

2008 - 2012
2012 - 2013 co-director

Kerry Kautzman
Division of Modern Languages

2012 - 2013 co-director
2013 - 2015

Cecilia Beach
Division of Modern Languages

2015 - 2018
Laurie Lounsberry McFadden

Herrick Library

2018 - 2020
Luanne Crosby

Division of Performing Arts

PAST WGST
PROGRAM DIRECTORS

Photo compliments of Susan Czyzo
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After some 25 years of teaching an abundance 
of courses at Alfred University, from journalism 
to Women’s and Gender Studies classes, Robyn 
Goodman retired in Dec 2019. 

“I am leaving AU and returning to Southern 
California in order to spend more quality time with 
my family, especially my parents,” said Goodman.

This retirement will be felt throughout AU, 
both by students and by professors. Her posi-
tive attitude, constant smile and undying pas-
sion to spread knowledge has made its mark in 
the hearts of many. 

Timothy Cox, AU clinical associate profes-
sor, said about his colleague, “Her [Goodman’s] 
faith in the power of education, her influence 
as an advocate for human worth, her cheerful 
commitment to supporting her students’ learn-

ing, her indomitable will-do spirit, all of these virtues have enriched me for the rest of my life.”
Goodman has traveled extensively, teaching classes on mass media, journalism, and English as a second 

language. She served as the advisor to The Alphadelphian for two years, Spectrum (AU’s gay-straight alli-
ance) for three years, and the Fiat Lux for 15 years. Additionally, she is a co-founder and an executive board 
member of the World Journalism Education Congress and has edited and contributed to an array of books 
and journals.

Her accomplishments will not end with her retirement, however, as Goodman plans on continuing to 
spread her expertise and wisdom in California. 

“I am planning to continue teaching, writing, 
reporting, conducting journalism research and 
promoting journalism education worldwide via 
the World Journalism Education Congress. I am 
also hoping to pick up Chinese and Spanish again 
and spend more quality time with my spouse and 
miniature dachshund,” said Goodman. 

While Goodman may be the go-to professor 
for any journalistic questions, she has also made 
her mark in the Women’s and Gender Studies 
Program throughout her time at AU. President 
Mark Zupan presented Goodman with a Fiat Lux! 
Award saying, “Robyn Goodman has championed 
our Communication Studies program and advised 
our Fiat Lux student newspaper. She has been 
instrumental to building our Women’s and Gen-
der Studies program and has played a key role in 
organizing the Riley Lecture Series.” 

Goodman has taught classes tackling issues minorities face in media coverage, such as her Gender, 
Race, Class and Media course. She has also managed the WGST’s PR for the annual Riley Lecture.

“My greatest joy working in this program [the WGST] has been the opportunity to teach students about the 
challenges women and the LGBTQIA community face and how anecdotal and scholarly knowledge can help 
empower such groups to carve out a future filled with happiness and professional success,” said Goodman. 

Goodman may be leaving Alfred, but the impact that she has had on AU, and the WGST program, remain. 

Robyn Goodman (left) alongside Laurie Lounsberry Meehan 
(middle) receiving her Fiat Lux award at the 2019 employee 

breakfast presented by President Mark Zupan (right). 

A FAREWELL TO ROBYN 



2020 WGST BILLBOARD by Karenna Elyse ‘23
“I would say that my design acts as a reminder to challenge our own prejudice as feminists. One should always support 

all women especially women from minority groups who need support and space within the feminist community.” 
The billboard was on Highway 21 outside of Hornell, NY. 

Luanne Crosby
Director, WGST Program
Performing Arts
Alfred University
1 Saxon Drive
Alfred, NY 14802


