
 

 

NYSCC Library Committee meeting  
2019-04-26, 4:35 pm 

Scholes Conference Room 

 
 

Attending: Alexis Clare, Karen Donnellan, John Hosford, Meghen Jones, Steven 

Tidrow.  

Students Attending: Mary (Lulu) Adler (undergraduate student), Kade McGarrity 

(PHD student), 

Ex Officio Members Attending: Laurie Lounsberry McFadden, (Interim Dean of 

Alfred University Libraries) Sarah Rynearson-Moody, (Director of Sponsered 

Research) Brian Sullivan, (Interim Director of Alfred University Libraries). 

Excused: Ehsan Ghotbi  

 

 
 

I. Karen Donnellan opened meeting  

 introductions of all the committee members present.  

 

II. Review of Library Initiatives 

 John gave a brief update on Dean of Libraries Search.  

 John listed all of the exhibitions in Scholes Library. 

 The 2018 ASTM standards have been cataloged and put out in the 

reference area.  

o Purchased with partial funding by CACT program. 

 Laurie gave an update on the Kanopy streaming video service. 

o The Libraries cannot continue to cover the cost for the current 

level of use of Kanopy. 

o Herrick Library has for the last three years paid the 

subscription payment for movies purchased through Kanopy   

o A decision will be made before the start of the Fall semester. 

 Mediated model may be a solution. 

 Laurie informed members of the SUNY negotiations with Elsevier, 

there is a strong possibility that costs will increase substantially. 

 Laurie stated the need for for the library to be part of any 

conversations regarding new programs; she used the new Textile 

program as an example. 

 John Mentioned the ongoing “Reserves” weeding project.  



 

 

 Karen mentioned that nominations and NYSCC vote will occur on 

April 24th at 5:00 pm in Binns room C.  

 A section of the NYSCC by-laws as it pertained to the NYSCC Library 

Committee was handed out. (Discussion was held in open 

discussion.) 

 

III. Open Discussion  

 A decision of the function of the committee was discussed and 

changes to the by-laws will be discussed at the next meeting.   

o Steven Tidrow mentioned that the word “student” could be 

added to the by-laws. 

 Steven Tidrow brought up how we can better support the students. 

o Providing textbooks were mentioned as one way to students 

o Does SUNY provide money or grants to provide help with 

Textbooks?  

o Can there be a partnership between the Deans, SAB, and 

the library was brought up as one possibility. 

o Brian mentioned that we are be supported by SUNY with the 

OER project which the Libraries are leading, 

o John mentioned that the Libraries have had some success 

with students donating their textbooks at the end of the 

semester, will take donations at the end of this semester. 

o Kade mentioned there could be coordination between 

faculty and librarians to make sure that supplemental 

reading is available on reserve for a class.  He also 

mentioned faculty awareness of how the students are using 

the text book. 

o Alexis mentioned when she was a student she would do 

research by reading the index and making a decision as 

whether the assigned textbook was of value to the class.  

o A discussion of the estimated cost of purchasing one of 

each text book for the reserve section of the library as being 

to cost prohibitive for the libraries.  

o Brian mentioned that the social Justice aspect is one that 

should be looked at, and he thought that Alfred University 

was doing better than the average university.  



 

 

o Sarah mentioned that tracking of reserve text books by the 

library could help with making the decision as to whether 

purchase a second or third copy is needed. 

o Alexis mentioned that the faculty needs to help out the 

students by getting together and discussing required vs. 

recommended books.  

o Steven brought the conversation back around to “how 

better to help the students”  all of the discussion and 

possible solutions could help with Retention and years to 

graduation, word will get out if we can help with both of 

these. 

o Meghen Jones reported on an informal survey she had just 

taken of her three classes, in Scholes Library the top issues  

relayed to her were, 

 Aggressive water fountain 

 Not enough books 

 Library should be open until 12:00 am every night. 

 

 Action Items 

o Possible meeting with Fine Art Divisions and Engineering to 

share Libraries challenges (Kanopy) and success’s  (ASTM 

standards). 

 

 

 

 

Minutes submitted by John Hosford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Appendix A 

 

Section of the  

BYLAWS OF THE FACULTY OF THE NEW YORK STATE COLLEGE OF CERAMICS - 

THE SUNY STATUTORY UNIT AT ALFRED UNIVERSITY 

. . . 

Section VI.C - Library Committee  

 

1. Membership - The Committee shall consist of six elected members of the faculty, each to 

serve a two-year term: two from A&D, two from Engineering, one from EE or ME, and 

one from Scholes Library; and two students, one a graduate student. The Director of 

Herrick Library, Deans of A&D and Engineering, the Director of Scholes Library, the Unit 

Head and the Director for Sponsored Programs shall be ex officio members. The Chair of 

this Committee shall be elected from the six elected members of the Committee.  

 

2. Function - The Committee shall serve as an advisory committee to the   Director of the 

Scholes Library on the holdings and policies of the library. 

. . . 


