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January 31, 1921. 
 
Prof. Chas. F. Binns, 
Alfred University, 
Alfred, N.Y. 
 
Dear Prof. Binns:- 
 I am so sorry to trouble you 
again about the Fritt Furnace. 
 
I wrote Eimer and Amend of New York 
as you suggested and they say they can 
supply me at once with Seger’s Furnace 
No 3420 at $125.00. They state that this furnace 
is particularly suitable for Ceramic purposes 
but, while they feel reasonably certain, they 
are not positive that it is like the one 
you are using at Alfred. 
 
Could you tell me the number 
of yours? I should judge by the picture on 
page 196 of their catalogue that it might be 
the same but I cannot remember that 
yours had a right angle pipe at or near the 
bottom as- [hand drawn graphic] should point * be connected 
with the chimney? 
Does the glaze drop down 
through point B? The cut 
looks as though it were ment 
to be closed and I want a drop 
furnace. Is yours connected with compressed 
air? Eimer + Amend tell me it is not 
necessary but I thought yours did. You see 
I did not use this one at Alfred but once 
and have forgotten how it was connected. 
 
[2] 
 
I am extremely anxious to have 
this furnace right. I told you I think that 
I had to ship back the first Calkins Kiln due 



2 

to poor workmanship and now the Pollers[en?] 
Electric Wheel is imperfect and must be 
returned for the same reason. 
 
We placed the wheel order last 
June and did not secure it until about 
Thanksgiving time. We find the lower 
bearing on spindle dos not fit the spindle 
and it is also loose in the casting. The spindle 
and key are so rough that the friction clutch 
does not work automatically. It is most 
discouraging. Of course they will replace 
the machine but it all takes so much 
time. 
 
I am glad you had such a successful 
school this last summer. I heard from several 
of the people who were there. Am so sorry that 
I had to miss but both Miss Ellanger and 
I hope to be with you next summer. 
 
Very sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) Lulu Scott Bockus, 
Head, Dept. Crafts, 
Mechanics Institute. 
 


