
Public Services meeting 

April 16, 2021 

Present: Sherman Clarke, Marilyn Dueno, Mechele Romanchock, Natalie Skwarek, David Snyder 

Libpub and Libstu accounts 

- New Libpub and Libstu accounts have been created and are ready to test. 

- Herrick’s current Herrpub and Herrstu accounts are still live until Brett is notified that 

we are ready for a change. 

PC deployments 

- PC deployments are going to occur soon. There will be a staggered replacement of some 

staff and library computers. A date has not been set yet. 

Checking of news cataloged items for discoverability in Primo 

- Many new items previously not discoverable in Primo have been re-indexed. 

- Collection Management will periodically and proactively check on items. 

- Public Services can check ALMA just to be sure an item is in our collection. 

Changes to study room use (additional spaces in Herrick) 

- The purple and gold study rooms are now available for use. Student workers will be 

informed that these spaces can now be reserved. 

- Saxon Station booth needs signage reminding patrons of the mask and social distancing 

requirement. Natalie will create and post the appropriate signs. 

- Mechele will add the new reservable spaces to the electronic reservation spreadsheet. 

- First floor study rooms will still be prioritized and the ground floor spaces will be used 

for overflow. 

Reduction of quarantine time? 

- After a year of research, it has been emphasized that social distancing, wearing masks, 

and washing hands are the number one way to prevent COVID. Surface germs do not 

pose as big of a threat. 

- Studies show that a 24-hour quarantine period is sufficient in disinfecting returned 

materials. 

- Some institutions have stuck with a 3 to 5 day quarantine period because they already 

have a good workflow in place and it is too close to the end of the semester to make a 

change. Others have implemented a reduced quarantine period. 

- Options were discussed and an ultimate decision will be made once Mechele talks with 

Amanda about how ILL returns would be affected. 

Senior Sit-down 



- This year’s Senior Sit-down will take place virtually via Zoom. 

- We still need to pick a day and time to meet. A doodle poll will be sent out to students 

to see when people are available and then Public Services will begin planning the event. 

Cords have been ordered – how should we give them out? 

- Students will be asked to come in to grab their library cords during their free time. 

Hand-written cards will go with each cord. 

AU Libraries calendar 

- Remember to put time off for vacation as well as in general when you are out (like for 

appointments when you are out of the building, remote days, or sick days) on the AU 

Libraries’ calendar. 

Summer schedule 

- Aanu has indicated that he is interested in working at Herrick and/or Scholes over the 

break. 

- The budget currently allows for a summer employee or employees to work a total of 24 

hours per week, or 12 hours at each library. 

 


