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CHINESE THEATER WORKS VISITS 

NAPLES AND HORNELL SCHOOL 

DISTRICTS 

Monday morning, February 8, the Chinese 

Theater Works from New York City gave two 

workshops at the invitation of CIAU at Naples 

Central School District for K-8 graders. Under 

the direction of Kuang Yufong and Steve 

Kaplin, the CTW displayed shadow puppets 

from Chinese traditional craft and introduced 

several puppets from the traditional repertoire 

of characters. In addition, the performers 

brought students on stage to help manipulate 

the puppets and encouraged them to make 

their own puppets using everyday materials. 

In the afternoon of February 8, the CTW 

traveled to Hornell where they performed the 

shadow puppet show entitled “Tiger Tales” in 

the high school auditorium. Faculty and 

students from North Hornell Elementary 

School, Bryant Elementary School, and Hornell 

High School attended the performance 

sponsored by CIAU and designed to introduce 

the audience to the ancient art of shadow 

puppetry and to celebrate the arrival of the 

Year of the Tiger the following Saturday. 

 

 

 

ART TROUPE FROM CIAU’S PARTNER 

INSTITUTION, CHINA UNIVERSITY OF 

GEOSCIENCES IN WUHAN, DAZZLES 

MANY AUDIENCES ON THEIR 3-WEEK 

TOUR 

 

Twenty-five students and faculty from CUG 

arrived in Buffalo on February 8 to begin a 3-

week tour of NY and RI schools and 



 

 

universities. The troupe’s inaugural show, 

“Wonderful China: Celebrating the Chinese 

New Year, the Year of the Tiger,” took place 

on Feb. 10 at Nichols School, Buffalo. The 

show included a variety of musical and dance 

performances: folk instrumental pieces, a 

paper-cutting folk dance, a Zang nationality 

dance, kung fu by Hu Kai (who had a 

residency in Alfred last November), Chinese 

opera songs, Uighur dances, and a lantern 

dance with audience participation. The full-

house audience was very appreciative.  

 

 

  

The troupe spent several days in Alfred and 

gave another well-received performance at 

Harder Hall on Saturday, February 13, when 

the new moon signaled the beginning of the 

lunar new year.  

 The next day, Feb. 14, the troupe 

performed at the Corning Museum of Glass  

under the sponsorship of CIAU, the Corning 

Chinese Association, and Corning, Inc. CIAU  

 

 

Director Wilfred Huang introduced the 

program, expressed happy new year wishes to 

all, and extended an invitation of cooperation 

between CIAU and Corning area people 

interested in Mandarin and Chinese culture. 

The president of the Corning Chinese 

Association and the Corning, Inc. Director of 

Human Resources also welcomed the 

audience of over 500 people. 

 Thereafter, the troupe traveled to 

Binghamton for a Feb.  16 performance and 

then to Bryant University and two Confucius 

Classrooms in RI for three more shows before 

enjoying several days of touring in Boston and  

New York City. The last show at CI Stony 

Brook was cancelled due to the weather. 

Despite the wintry weather and occasional 

snowfall, the troupe’s visit was a great success 

– for them and for all those who came to see 

them perform. CIAU coordinated the entire 

tour. 

 

 

CHINESE NEW YEAR DINNER 

 

CIAU hosted a dinner to celebrate Chinese 

New Year with AU president Charles 

Edmondson for our guests from China 

University of Geosciences (Wuhan) on 

February 13 at Susan Howell Hall.  

Traditionally this is one of the most important  



 

 

Chinese festivals where friends and families 

get together, eat and enjoy the fellowship.  

Usually red color is used in decoration for 

happiness. Lucky money (envelopes with 

money) is given to children by the parents and 

the adults. 

 

 

 

 

CORNING BOOK EXHIBITION 

 

On February 14, a book exhibition sponsored 

by the Confucius Institute Headquarters / 

Hanban was held at the Corning Museum of 

Glass. CIAU displayed about 200 volumes 

ranging from Mandarin textbooks and reading 

materials on Chinese literature, history, and 

economic development. About 100 Mandarin 

learners, parents, and teachers from the 

Corning area came to the exhibition. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

ACROBATIC PERFORMANCE ON MARCH 

16, HARDER HALL, 7 PM 

 

CIAU is bringing a professional troupe of 

Chinese acrobats to perform in Harder Hall on 

Tuesday evening, 7 pm, March 16. The show 

is free and open to the public, but a ticket is  

 

 

required for entry. Tickets are available at the 

Powell Campus Information Desk or at Olin 

211. The exciting performance will feature 

acrobats doing traditional balancing acts, 

leaping and tumbling, and the like. 

 

TWO NEW TEACHERS 

Two additional teachers, Huan Cao and Yue Li, 

will arrive at the end of March. The expansion 

of Mandarin in the public schools necessitates 

adding staff. 

 

CONFUCIUS HOUSE 

The Confucius House at 10 Park Street should 

be open in early April after renovations are 

complete. 
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