
Herrick Librarians Meeting 

October 17, 2012 
 
Present: Steve Crandall, Laurie McFadden, Ellen Bahr, Brian Sullivan 
 

Information Technology Services Conversations   
Steve updated us on several conversations he has had with ITS. The first was regarding guest 
logins for non-matriculated students on campus with the Downstate Program. Steve will contact 
Jay Cerio to determine the full extent of what these students will need beyond access to library 
databases (perhaps including things such as email, Blackboard, printing, etc.) and pass that 
information along to ITS. Although we wish to do everything we can in the name of customer 
service, we also hope that this issue will eventually be worked out between ITS and the 
Downstate Program directly.  
 
Steve’s second conversation with ITS was regarding privacy issues with our guest login account 
for community members (herrpub). Because various users are logged in on one account, there is 
a risk of documents being accessible to multiple users. Some possible solutions include utilizing 
more than one herrpub account, having ITS clean the herrpub profile each day, and giving 
student workers a script to warn community patrons about the lack of privacy on our guest 
account. 
 

Patron Driven Acquisitions and Ebrary  
We had a spirited discussion about PDA books, collection development, budget limitations, and 
whether or not ebooks belong in the catalog.  
 
First, we agreed to eventually remove all ebook records from the catalog. Ellen noted that many 
of our ebooks do not come from Ebrary and are not in the catalog even now. Keeping the catalog 
up to date, even for the Ebrary books alone, is an arduous task, and not worth the effort it takes, 
especially considering that all of our ebooks will soon be easily accessible via Summon (with 
one caveat: we are still waiting for the Ebrary PDA books to be added to the Summon 
Knowledge Base).  For the rest of this semester, before we publicly roll out Summon and while 
we wait for the PDA books to be made accessible in Summon, Ellen will try to keep the catalog 
as up to date as possible (keeping in mind the transitory nature of the task).  
 
Second, we agreed that we are spending more money on PDA books than we are able to sustain. 
We recently used up our initial allotment of Ebrary PDA money and had a temporary loss of 
access to those resources. Steve reported that he has put more money in the account so that those 
books are once again accessible to our patrons.  Steve is going to modify our PDA profile to only 
include books under $50 and in a more limited range of subject areas. It is hoped that this will 
help to corral our PDA spending.  
 

Staff Changes  
We discussed our plans for redistributing Erinnae Baker’s key tasks among the staff, librarians, 
and student workers. There is currently a 90 day freeze on the posting of job vacancies. As of our 
meeting, we were still waiting to hear from the Provost and the VP for Business and Finance 
regarding our request to post the Library Secretary/Archives Assistant position and upgrade 
Dave Snyder and Erinnae Baker’s positions to higher grades. [Update: on 10/25/12, the Library 



Secretary/Archives Assistant position was posted internally on Alfred Today and so appears to 
have been approved]. 
 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences Curriculum and Teaching Committee 
Brian asked for input about the best way to disseminate important information from this 
committee to the other librarians. We agreed that a simple email listing new courses or changes 
to majors/minors would be most appropriate.  
 

AU Librarians Assessment Document  
Steve reported that he is updating the Assessment Document. He will be contacting the librarians 
for information as needed. 
 

Program Review 
The AU Libraries Program Review is still on our radar, although apparently not required. We 
agreed that it would be a good thing to do, regardless. It will be helpful to us internally and also 
serve to remind the campus to our presence as a faculty unit. 
 

Painting/Cleaning 
Several people have noticed that there are several walls around the library that need some deep 
cleaning or new paint.  
 
We also discussed a recent lack of thoroughness in the cleaning of the library. The bathrooms, 
floors, and window sills are not getting cleaned as well as they have in the past. Steve will 
contact Mike to discuss these matters. To help matters, Access Services has recently hired an 
additional shelver to focus on cleaning tasks such as dusting, tabletops, and picking up trash 
around the library. Access Services also has a student supervisor who enjoys cleaning and 
devotes several of her hours per week to it. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brian T. Sullivan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


