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PRESIDENTIAL ENDORSEMENT

Fiat Lux endorses Seth Mulligan for President
The Student Senate President
is the clear representation of
the Alfred University student
body. 

The Fiat Lux wants the best
representation of the student
body possible, and so the Fiat
Lux executive staff has decided
to endorse Seth Mulligan.

Mulligan seemed cool and pol-
ished in his presentation, a fac-
tor that is important for a stu-
dent who will routinely speak to
hundreds of people, including
University trustees and
prospective AU students. 

It is also important to point
out that, although not required,
executive board experience,
which Mulligan has, is a positive
attribute for the Presidency. 

For a good example, look at
all the positive changes  Michael
Pellicciotti, a senior, effected as
Senate President two years

ago. He was Vice President
before that. 

The President needs to know
the inner workings of Senate,
namely, the executive board. It
makes for a more smooth transi-
tion.

Aside from knowing the oper-
ations of Senate from within,
Mulligan knows and speaks
from the point of view of stu-
dent organizations. He seems to
know what these organizations,
who are, after all, the life of
Senate, want and need.

Mulligan also seems to know
a lot of people. We should never
underestimate the importance
of a President who has connec-
tions across the campus. 

He was able to joke on stage.
We feel it is important to be
able to relax an audience with
properly timed humor.

Clearly, Mulligan is willing to

set aside and dedicate his time
to the student body. 

He has promised to free up
his schedule in order to make
himself available to students
and to do a good job as
President.

He has formulated an exten-
sive list of ideas and goals that
he would like to accomplish as
President.

He has promised to be per-
sonally involved with Senate. 

All these things help to bene-
fit the students.

Although he is commendable
in producing so many goals to
benefit the students, we are
concerned that it may be too
much. His promise may be hard
to keep. 

Could the list be too long? If
elected, we wish him luck in
pursuing his goals.

Mulligan seemed very firm in

his beliefs, which we feel is a
positive attribute. His integrity
will help him to succeed as a
strong President.

Though suave on stage, we
have sometimes found Mulligan
rather unapproachable outside
Nevins Theatre. 

It is imperative for the repre-
sentative of the student body to
be open to everyone, not just to
his friends. 

Patrick Boyle, the other can-
didate for Senate President, has
some very clear goals, which
Mulligan should keep in mind if
elected.

We do hope that, whichever
candidate is elected, he will use
the positive ideas from his
opponent. 

It is important to keep the
entire student body in mind
when developing a platform,
which Mulligan has done.

It is admirable that Boyle
wants to increase the amount of
interest in Senate, but unlike
representatives in national poli-
tics, the Student Senate
President here at AU needs to
be a listener — one who takes
the ideas and moves on them. 

He cannot move on certain
issues unless the student body
wants to put their resources
there.

Mulligan is also realistic. His
claim that there is no point in
getting uninterested people
involved in Student Senate
rings true.

Mulligan combines the posi-
tive traits of humor, sophistica-
tion, integrity, poise and gen-
uine concern for the student
body.

We feel he would do an
admirable job if elected Student
Senate President. ■■

Candidate Seth Mulligan
“I’m a bit uncomfortable because
the underwear I’m wearing hap-
pens to be my grandmother’s,”
Seth Mulligan prefaced. “But
above all, I’m excited to be up
here.” 

The second year philosophy and
political science major expressed
his interest and abilities to be
Student Senate President.

Mulligan is currently involved
as a Resident Assistant in Canon
Hall, a staff writer for Kanakadea
Yearbook and a member of
Chamber Singers. During his
freshman year, Mulligan was trea-
surer for King Alfred’s Jesters.
Mulligan is the current Student
Senate Treasurer. 

Mulligan first presented what
the presidential position held in
terms of a voice for the student
body. 

“It is not my platform,”
Mulligan admitted. “The presiden-
tial position is a reactionary posi-
tion.” Mulligan further explained
this by letting it be known that
most ideas and policies are gener-
ated on the floor of Senate.

The presence of students is
always a concern for Senate.
Mulligan said he would like to set
up a student concerns forum “at
an odd time with Senate execu-
tives” to speak freely and report
floor findings.

As President, Mulligan said he
would work harder and closer as a
liaison between students and

administration.
Utilizing the Senate Executive

budget, Mulligan said he would
like to see Senate fundraisers such
as a Gala Ball-type event.

Mulligan would like to expand
the powers of the many commit-
tees. The Election Committee is
one such group; Mulligan would
like to see this group more
empowered.

Working with the Senate
Finance Chair, Mulligan suggest-
ed producing a five to seven
minute video preparing represen-
tatives for the hearings.

Mulligan said he hopes to pre-
side over meetings in an “efficient,
concise, light-hearted” manner.
Senate, after all, should reflect the
attitude of the entire student
body.

Increasing voting acts and per-
haps even a $2 coupon off of
Student Activities Board large act
tickets to Senate card-holding

members could be a means of
reward.

Mulligan also hopes to secure a
24-hour study room for students.
He suggested that the first floor of
Ade be the site. “Here’s another
keen idea, juice machines!”
Mulligan added.

Mulligan said he would like to
participate in as many campus
events as possible, whether it be
meetings, dances, performances
or any other event as a personal
goal.

Mulligan said he felt the “cabi-
net structure is a way of address-
ing student concerns ... but it is
not the best way.” Mulligan
emphasized that the system now
is very good and though “the
Cabinet in theory could work, but
not now.”

As President, Mulligan knows
to abide by the constitution and
contract of Senate. Mulligan
promises to listen to and be coop-
erative with fellow students, all
while remaining impartial and
objective. “My obligation is per-
sonal with Senate,” Mulligan said.

When asked about his stand on
underage drinking, Mulligan
clearly indicated his disgust with
it. “Listen to me, I’m stammer-
ing!”

“My grand vision [as Senate
President] is to see a change in
attitude [toward Senate and meet-
ings],” Mulligan projected. “I want
to make it desirable and fun.”  ■■

Patrick Boyle

Patrick Boyle, a junior econom-
ics major, outlined four main
objectives he said he would like
to see accomplished during his
presidency if he were to be
elected.  

The first point he presented
was that of parking lot security.  

He noted that complaints had
been received from many stu-
dents, especially women,
regarding safety and vandalism
in the Ade and Stull observato-
ry parking lots.

He proposed that security
cameras be installed in these
lots.

An all-night study area was
Boyle’s second objective.
Students currently have no
public place on campus to study
late into the night, he said.

He stated that such an idea
needed to be addressed.

Boyle’s final two propositions
centered on the way Student
Senate itself is currently struc-
tured.

He spoke of adding a steering
committee to the existing
Senate committees to “take the
pulse of the campus” 

Boyle said he wanted to
direct student concerns to the
most appropriate place.

Additions to the Senate exec-
utive board were also on
Boyle’s agenda.  

In particular, he proposed

adding a sergeant-at-arms to
assist the Vice President,
allowing him or her to have
more free time to attend orga-
nization meetings.

In addition to these four main
objectives for the campus com-
munity, Boyle outlined other
plans to get students more
involved in both Senate and the
campus community.

One proposition to encourage
a greater number of first-year
students to attend Senate
meetings was to allow freshman
to receive FYE credit for
attending Senate meetings.

He stated that it is important
for Alfred students to become
more involved in Senate,
because Senate is the vehicle
through which student con-
cerns may be handled.

Boyle also presented his
experience in the real world
that would contribute to a
Senate presidency.

While not at AU, Boyle has
worked for both the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, and Firearms
and for a local newspaper.

Here at Alfred, he has been
involved in organizations such
as Hillel, Alpha Lambda Delta
honor society, The Fiat Lux,
and WALF among others.

Boyle also expressed his
desire to be the representative
of the student body.  

He mentioned the varied
duties of speaking before both
trustees and prospective stu-
dents as president, and felt con-
fident in doing both.

If we establish a good
Student Senate to help improve
the campus community and
“continue the legacy,” AU will
have a great reputation in 10
years, he said, which will help
the current students to get jobs
when they are graduates. ■■

Student Senate President
•Presides over and chairs all general meetings of the Student Senate

•Establishes agenda of all general meetings of the Student Senate
•Represents student interests and serves as a liaison between the student body

and the faculty/administration
•Once elected, is prohibited from serving in an executive position on any organiza-

tion which is recognized by the Student Senate
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VP ENDORSEMENT

Fiat Lux backs Stawiarz for VP
The Fiat Lux feels that a Vice
President should be concerned
with student issues and ideas,
which is why we support
Christopher Starwiarz for   the
position of Student Senate Vice
President.

Starwiarz is the preferable
candidate because he is plan-
ning to solve real student
issues.  

He presents himself as an
approachable person, and he is
full of drive and energy. T h e
Vice President’s role in Senate
is to oversee the committees
and inter-Senate affairs.  The
job also entails representing
students’ views.

Starwiarz wants to fulfill
these requirements and to take
them one step farther. 

He plans to do this by attend-
ing club and organization meet-
ings, so he can further repre-

sent students.  
We feel this is an important

quality because there are
roughly 60 students represent-
ing 2,400 on this campus.  The
more voices heard, the better.

We feel Starwiarz is friendly
and easy to talk to.  He  encour-
ages all students to discuss
their problems and ideas with
him.  He is passionate about
student involvement, and we
believe his spirit will be conta-
gious.

Our only concern  is that we
wish he had more leadership
experience. However, he seems
driven and enthusiastic to meet
student needs.

The current student issues
Starwiarz wants to address as
Vice President are real and
important.

The Fiat Lux feels Stawiarz
is willing to fight for students

and that he cares for their over-
all needs and safety.

For example, he wants to fix
the Brick’s fire escapes. We feel
fire safety is a large concern at
AU.

We also think it is positive
that he wants to prevent stu-
dents from losing financial aid if
they move off campus. 

Right now, according to
Starwiarz, projected figures
indicate that a current junior or
senior  will lose $500 for relocat-
ing to off-campus housing, a
current sophomore would lose
$1000, and a current freshman
would lose $2000. 

Stawiarz was honest about
his goals and what he feels he
can accomplish as Vice
President. Honesty is an impor-
tant trait in student govern-
ment.

Stawiarz had well-defined

goals that we think can be real-
istically accomplished.

The Fiat Lux feels
Starwiarz will have an open
schedule during his term, which
will allow him to dedicate the
amount of time needed to be a
successful Vice President. 

We also endorse Starwiarz
because he wants to address
diversity concerns on campus.
He has expressed his willing-
ness to go along with student
proposals to increase diversity.

Stawiarz would benefit from
the willingness to take criticism
which the other candidate for
Vice President, Rachael
Downey, expressed.

Whichever candidate is elect-
ed, we hope he or she will
absorb the ideas of his or her
opponent and stay true to the
original ideas of his or her cam-
paign. ■■

Christopher Stawiarz

Sophomore Chris Stawiarz is an
English/philosophy double-major.

In his presentation to students
at “Meet the Candidates Night,”
Stawiarz said he would like to get
the viewpoints of more students to
the Senate floor.

“Every single student’s input is
valuable,” he said, adding, “Senate
is for everyone.”

Stawiarz is a member of the
Senate Finance Committee and
has been involved with many
activities.

He is involved in college bowl
and is currently pledging Sigma
Alpha Mu.  

His freshman year, he acted in a
number of productions staged by
the division of performing arts.

He listed one of his concerns as
looking into the safety of Brick’s
fire escape.

Stawiarz also suggested imple-
menting a way for art students to
continue work on their projects
well into the night, noting that

Harder Hall closes at 2 a.m. He
noted that, sometimes, it is not
feasible for an art student to bring
their work home.

He also mentioned he would like
to find a way for students to move
off-campus without having their
financial aid packages take a hit.

Stawiarz admitted he is a propo-
nent of the proposed reinstitution
of the Senate cabinet. He said that
getting more people, especially
individual classes, involved in
Senate is not a bad idea.

He commented that the cabinet
is not necessarily something that
has to happen.

Stawiarz threw in that he was
willing to “guarantee” having the
time to put into Senate.

He added he would like to
attend the meetings of student
organizations.

Stawiarz said he would not only
do that, but, in a way to expand
student knowledge of committees,
attempt to e-mail a report of what
committees are doing to all stu-
dents.

“I can only do so much,” he said,
adding that by getting closer to as
many students as possible, he
could become more effective.

Stawiarz also mentioned he
would like to work with multi-cul-
tural groups in order to make sure
their concerns are addressed.

He also encouraged all students
to go out and vote in Senate elec-
tions. ■■

Rachael Downey

Rachael Downey, a sophomore
political science major, would
like to stress that she is not a
politician.

Instead, she stressed that she
likes to work with people.

Downey said she felt she had
the “dedication and skills to take
on the job” of Vice President.

If she were elected, she said
she would like to reexamine and
restructure the current commit-
tee structure of Senate. 

As for the hotly debated issue
of establishing a new cabinet for
Senate, Downey said she didn’t
think the cabinet structure was
necessary.

Downey also said she would
like to see “more general
involvement” on campus.

She discussed the possibility
of posting signs to give greater
publicity to Senate meetings.

She also suggested that stu-
dent organizations and
Residence Life work together
during new student orientation
to introduce the students to all

the possibilities available at AU.
When asked about the issue of

diversity on campus, Downey
suggested Senate co-sponsor-
ship of diversity awareness
activities. She also suggested
events such as a multi-cultural
week similar to previously held
spirit weeks.

Downey said the opinion of
the student body is what really
matters for the Vice President of
Senate. 

Some of the activities Downey
has been involved with include
Alpha Lambda Delta, Sexual
Assault Victims’ Advocacy
Program and Delta Zeta sorori-
ty. 

Downey has also been the
chairperson of the Senate Spirit
committee and has been a mem-
ber of the Elections and
Constitutional committees.

Downey is currently applying
for the position of Resident
Assistant. She said that if she
were to be both an RA and
Senate Vice President, she
would focus on  the RA and Vice
President positions and Delta
Zeta. 

When asked why she had not
attended Village Board meet-
ings in her role as a village liai-
son, Downey said extenuating
academic circumstances had
kept her from the meeting.

Downey said she would feel
comfortable working with either
of the presidential candidates. ■■

Voting hours:
Monday, February 21 and Tuesday, February 22

9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Powell Campus Center

COLUMN

Discuss
diversity

I am going to approach a difficult
subject. If you need to take a
deep breath or make sure you are
sitting down, please do so now.

I want to talk about diversity
on this campus. It’s an issue that
many people have given lip ser-
vice to. But little has actually
been done to change the apparent
problems AU has with diversity.

The candidates at last
Wednesday’s Meet the
Candidates Night seemed to fal-
ter when they were asked about
diversity at AU. No one can
blame them; they did not want to
offend anyone.

However, at some point, some-
one is going to have to talk about
the problems schools like AU can
have with religious, racial, gen-
der, sexual orientation and other
kinds of diversity. 

AU is a great place to go to
school, but it is definitely not per-
fect.

I propose that the new Student
Senate executive board make the
issue of diversity one of their
most important this year and
next.

When student athletes were
hazed on this campus, the
University responded by com-
missioning a national hazing sur-
vey. 

The results garnered a great
deal of attention, and it is to be
hoped that the attention has
effected change.

Why don’t we commission a
nationwide study of diversity on
small college campuses?

Let’s find out what students,
faculty and staff from all over the
country think about diversity on
their campuses.

Let’s let them tell us why they
think schools like AU have prob-
lems obtaining and keeping
minority professors.

Let’s sponsor a candid, national
discussion about why minority
students do not always feel com-
fortable at certain schools.

Then, let’s discuss the ways we
can reduce this discomfort and
increase minority populations at
AU and schools like it.

We owe it to ourselves to have
an honest discussion that can lead
to serious problem solving. ■■

BY STEPHANIE WEBSTER
EDITOR

Student Senate Vice President
•Assumes the position and duties of the president in case of the absence of that officer

• Assist with the agenda
•Acts as non-voting member of finance committee

•Conducts committee chair elections
•Acts as non-voting member and oversees all operational and ad-hoc committees

•Can request reports from the committee chairs at general Senate meetings
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