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Gow leaving AU
After 11 years of teaching at
Alfred University, Associate
Dean of the College of Liberal
Arts & Sciences and Director of
Communications Studies Joe
Gow will leave after the spring
2001 semester to
become Dean of
the College of
Liberal Arts at
Winona State
University in
Minnesota.

“I’ve had a
wonderful 11
years here at
A l f r e d
University and
made many good
friends, so this
was a hard deci-
sion to make,”
said Gow. “It will
be a new challenge that will
allow me to continue to grow as
an academic administrator. 

“Winona State University
struck me as an environment
very similar to Alfred in terms of
emphasis on academic excellence
and close faculty-student rela-
tionships, so I think I will feel at
home there.” 

During his time at Alfred
University, Gow has twice won
the AU Ruth Berger Rubenstein
Memorial Excellence in Teaching
Award (in 1992 & 1996), as well
as the Outstanding Faculty

Leader Award from the Omicron
Delta Kappa leadership honor
society in 1998. He also advises
AU’s student radio station,
WALF 89.7 FM. 

The interaction between facul-
ty and students is Gow’s favorite
aspect of teaching at the univer-
sity level, and the position of

dean allows him to
achieve that level
of interaction with
even more stu-
dents. He feels he
will reinforce
many of the val-
ues he has
acquired from his
experiences at
Alfred in his new
position at
Winona State. 

“When you
visit other cam-
puses, you realize
Alfred is a special

place … there’s no other place
like it. The enthusiasm of the
students and the warmth of the
people here are things you won’t
find anywhere else,” said Gow.

Gow made note of the support
and assistance offered to him by
both current and former AU
administrators. He expressed
gratitude for this encourage-
ment, and especially wished to
thank Dean of the College of
Liberal Arts & Sciences Bill
Hall, who he described as “the
best boss anybody could have …

BY SARAH GUARIGLIA
A & E EDITOR

SEE GOW, PAGE 4

New execs installed at Senate

Didn’t think your vote mat-
tered? It certainly did for the
recent Student Senate
Presidential and Vice
Presidential elections.

As announced at the Feb. 28
Senate meeting, junior
Elizabeth Reina is now the
Student Senate President and
freshman Matthew Washington
will be assisting Reina as Vice
President.

This only became official after
a run-off election when neither
candidate for both the positions
claimed a majority of the votes.

“The second run-off was very
important,” Reina said. “People
saw that their votes do count
and that candidates to do have to
campaign and let their ideas be
known.”

This was especially evident in
the Vice Presidential election.
Junior Gretchen Schwerzler was
in the lead in the initial voting
but Washington pulled ahead
and received over 52 percent of
the votes, leaving Schwerzler
with just under 48 percent.

“I couldn’t believe it … I was
in shock, yet I was prepared to
take on the role as Vice
President,” Washington said.

And Reina certainly agreed
that Washington was well-suited
for the job. 

“Matt has a lot of great ideas
and his energy level is so

SEE NEW EXEC, PAGE 4

BY JUDY TSANG
MANAGING EDITOR

PHOTO PROVIDED BY JAMIE WARD

Jenna Gassman, left, Jamie Ward, center and Lauren Hurley pause a moment on the first day of work by the AU
Habitat for Humanity chapter. The group traveled to Florida to work over spring break. See page 6.

Hampton, Nyman take honors as 2001 Outstanding Seniors

Seniors David J. Hampton II and
Christa R. Nyman have been
selected as the two recipients of
the Outstanding Senior Awards.

Every year the Alfred
University Alumni Association
recognizes one male and one
female student as outstanding
senior of the year. The honor is

awarded for highest all-around
accomplishment and students are
judged based on academic
achievement, social contributions
and extra-curricular activities.

Considered one of AU’s most
prestigious awards, it comes with
the honor of delivering a com-
mencement address at graduation.
The recipients have the opportuni-
ty to address their fellow students
about their time spent at Alfred.

Nyman, an environmental sci-
ence major with a minor in writ-
ing, is president of Omicron Delta
Kappa, the national leadership
honor society on campus.

She is also a resident assistant,
a member of the Women’s Issues
Coalition and serves as one of the
executive chairs of Hot Dog Day.

“I am very excited and very
honored by such a distinguished
award, and I am also humbled by

the committee’s selection of me
because I know there are many
other deserving students,” she
said.

Hampton, a pre-med major with
a minor in world religions, is presi-
dent of Order of Omega, which
was chartered at Alfred in 1995 to
recognize student leaders in inter-
Greek activities.

Hampton is involved with
Sigma Alpha Mu, ODK and serves

as the liaison for the Inter-Greek
Council. He is also a student sen-
ate representative and active in
the Alfred University Dance
Program.

About the award, Hampton
said, “I was incredibly surprised.
Just being nominated was a huge
honor and everyone on that list
was equally deserving.”

“This is the greatest honor in
my life,” he said. ❍

BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND
STAFF WRITER

Chinese culture examined

The history of the Republic of
China spans over 5,000 years so
its long and complicated history
could not be completely
explained in two hours.

But that wasn’t the goal of the
Global Awareness Roundtable
featuring China last Wednesday
in the Knight Club. Its presen-
ters Luo Shengchun, Zhang Qi
and Carla Coch  just wanted to
introduce their perspectives on
China.

Zhang Qi is a graduate stu-
dent currently in the manage-
ment information systems pro-
gram in AU’s College of
Business. Giving a general intro-
duction of the largest and most
populated nation in the world, Qi
stated that only 84 percent of
the population can read and
write. As well, there is little reli-
gion because  the Socialist Party

does not allow its members to
have religion, Qi explained.

The gross domestic product
(GDP) of China is less than
$1,000, compared to the United
States’ GDP of $35,000.

“It’s a major problem feeding
China,” Qi said. He continued,
“One dollar for you will have a
very different meaning for a
Chinese peasant.”

But the Chinese did not suffer
economically throughout histo-
ry. From 618 until 907, the Tang
Dynasty was considered the
Golden Age of China, rich in not
just the economy but in culture
as well, with sculptures, art-
works and poetry.

Three recent events are
important for the future of
China: the reacquisition of Hong
Kong in 1997, the reacquisition
of Macau in 1999 and China’s
admittance to the World Trade
Organization. As well, Beijing

BY JUDY TSANG
MANAGING EDITOR

SEE CHINA, PAGE 4
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Don’t ignore
what AU offers 
Did you pass by the Knight Club this afternoon?  Did you stop in and
see what was going on?

If not, you missed another great opportunity afforded to students by
AU.

Today was the annual health fair and tomorrow the annual career
fair. These are two great examples of the many programs the
University presents for its students.

Students are quick to criticize their school when something goes
wrong, but do we stop to thank them for all that they do?

Events such as these are free programs that benefit students direct-
ly.  The health fair featured information on depression, travel immu-
nizations and body fat analysis.

Students away from home often pay little attention to their health,
and the health fair is an opportunity to not only put health issues in the
forefront of a student’s mind, but also to provide valuable health infor-
mation. For this, the University should be commended.  The event is
sponsored by the Crandall Health Center and the AU Health Fair
Committee, among others.

The career fair tomorrow gives students a chance to find that job or
internship they need.  Can’t make it to the McLane Center between 1
and 4 p.m.?  The Career Development Center is again co-hosting an
online job fair at www.nysvirtualjobfair.org until May 31.

It goes without saying that students need jobs and internships, and
AU again steps up to provide valuable opportunities for students.

Students are encouraged to attend these events.  Free programs
like these provide students with valuable enrichment.  Kudos to AU
for providing its students with these opportunities. ❍

AU faces difficult
task in filling spots
The faces in high places at AU may look a bit different in the fall.

Joe Gow, currently associate dean of the College of Liberal Arts and
Sciences, has accepted a position in Minnesota. Dean of the College of
Business and Acting Dean of the College of Engineering and
Professional Studies David Szczerbacki has interviewed for the posi-
tion of vice president of academic affairs at St. Bonaventure
University. 

There has also been word circulating that other faculty and staff
members are considering leaving AU for other pursuits.

We certainly do not blame some of AU’s finest for seeking to advance
their careers. We thank them for their service to the University com-
munity and wish them well in their latest endeavors.

Turnover is to be expected, we only ask that the University exercise
due caution in filling these positions. 

Gow and Szczerbacki are outstanding in their current jobs, and their
contributions to AU will be hard to match. 

Finding new educators to fill these positions, and any others that
may open, will be difficult and we hope that equally exceptional people
are chosen to fill them.

Anything less would be to shortchange the students and University
as a whole. 

COLUMN

GOP’s agenda unchecked
We as American citi-
zens should anxiously
be looking forward to
the 2002 congression-
al elections. Why? For

the simple fact that we need to
hand over the control of both
the House and Senate to the
Democrats.

Now don’t get all excited.
Personally, I’m not a Democrat,
or even a liberal. But if the first
couple months of the Bush
administration are any indica-
tion, our nation is better off
dividing the power of our nation
between the two major parties.

If the only problem our nation
had to worry about was the
right-wing conspiracy that
Hillary Clinton and Jesse
Jackson complain about, I
wouldn’t be as concerned.
However, the right-wing “con-
spiracy” that we are faced with
is much scarier.

Look what Bush has done
since assuming office: proposed
a $1.6 trillion tax cut over 10
years, signed an order allowing
religious groups to gain federal
funding for social programs and
backed out on a campaign
promise to regulate power plant
emissions, all with barely a
whimper from the legislative
branch.

Republicans have their own
political ideology, just as every-
one else does. However, they

are moving along with their
agenda at a frightening pace,
one that could undermine our
nation’s success.

We have an excellent opportu-
nity to work toward the lofty
goal of improving our society.
There are no major world con-
flicts and our economy is cur-
rently, believe it or not, in good
shape.

With not much else to worry
about, we could be working to
better our society: improving
education and looking for feasi-
ble ways for our government to
assist those citizens with prob-
lems.

Instead, Bush & Co. are
quickly destroying opportuni-
ties to improve our nation.
Rather than helping failing pub-
lic schools, Bush prefers to give
up on them by providing stu-
dents with vouchers to attend
private schools.

Steve Forbes recently criti-
cized Bush’s tax cut as being
“too small.” He suggested many
additional tax cuts saying,
“Let’s go for broke!”

What? Don’t we have a debt
to pay off? Don’t we have Social
Security to stabilize? 

Forbes could be easily dis-
missed as a right-wing nut, but
Bush’s thinking appears to not
be too far off: delighted with the
success of his first tax proposal,
he’s already suggested another
one in two years. 

While cutting taxes is certain-
ly a laudable goal, the current

cuts are being made in haste and
at the expense of other pro-
grams.

America needs to own up to
the fact that many social prob-
lems exist in this country. Our
government now has the oppor-
tunity to do what it can to
assuage these problems.

The Republicans, on the other
hand, seem to be content with
ignoring the problems of those
less fortunate and seem to want
only to return money to their
own pockets and assert a pro-
business agenda.

Am I suggesting a radical
socialist state? Certainly not. I
just think it is important to cut
taxes in a more prudent manner,
and to examine better ways to
spend the surplus. 

Also, who knows if the sur-
plus will continue? The stock
market has faltered recently,
leading to concerns of a reces-
sion. 

The main purpose of the tax
cut, according to Bush, is to
head off an economic downturn.
Yet, most of the cut is back
loaded and most of the benefits
will not be seen for five years.

These tax cuts could push our
nation back into deficit spending
and a possible recession. Is this
what we really want?

If not, then we need to bring
bipartisanship and moderation
to our government, and hope
that, until then, the Republicans
don’t cause too much damage. ❍

BY JASON PILARZ
COPY MANAGER

COLUMN

Travel by air is always trying

Flight Itinerary for
WEISBERGER/MR JAY:

10MAR2001: 6:30
a.m. — Wait in line at

Tampa International Airport to
check in. Check baggage and
watch it go down the conveyor
belt. Pray it makes the connec-
tion in Atlanta. Pray you make
the connection in Atlanta (heh,
heh, heh...).

7 a.m. — Board Delta flight
1980, a brand new Boeing 777.
This plane seats almost 300 peo-
ple, 299 of which will stand in
the aisle putting away carry-on
baggage for 10 or 12 minutes
while you try to get to your
seat.

7:20 a.m. — Though this is
your departure time, you are
not leaving yet.

7:23 a.m. — Safety lecture!
Learn how to use the seat belt
and other high tech gadgets.

7:26 a.m. — Congratulations,
you are now airborne! Since the
airline industry considers any-
thing within 10 minutes of
schedule “on time,” you are
actually ahead of schedule.
Don’t you wish you could show
up 10 minutes late to every-
thing and still be on time, too?

7:45 a.m. — Enjoy a decent
cup of coffee and “berry crunch”
snack mix for breakfast. You
may not inquire as to what
First Class passengers are eat-
ing.

8:40 a.m. — Welcome to
Atlanta’s lovely Hartsfield

International Airport. Not only
does it look like chaos, it really
is! Your connection is leaving
from Gate B33 (if we don’t
change it on you). You are com-
ing in at Gate E36. You must
take Hartsfield’s own personal
subway system to the other ter-
minal. We know you New
Yorkers prefer your airports
like Newark and JFK, so we are
trying as hard as possible to
confuse you Yankee snobs! This
is what you get for Sherman’s
March to the Sea!

9:15 a.m. — Arrive at
Terminal B. Make sure the gate
didn’t change to Terminal C.
Nope! By some miracle, your
gate is actually the one we told
you.

9:30 a.m. — We have 150
seats on this plane. We sold 152
of them, because we have a real
racket going on. Consider being
bumped for $250 and a free trip
to Cincinnati at noon. You will
then get yet another flight to
Buffalo. You will get to Buffalo
at 4:36 p.m., meaning, with the
usual round of delays, sometime
around next week.

9:45 a.m. — Stick with this
flight as you realize that killing
time in Hartsfield International
Airport will be a) difficult, b)
expensive and c) not nearly as
fun as going back to Buffalo to
see a friend.

10:05 a.m. — Yes, we know
the plane is supposed to depart
at 10:05, but, well, we’re just
going to let it sit there a bit
longer. 

10:32 a.m. — While Delta
1442 taxis for takeoff, enjoy an

encore presentation of the safe-
ty lecture. Be thankful we’re
moving. Be disgusted by Spring
Breakers on board coming from
Cancun who you feel dirty even
being on the same plane with.

11 a.m. — That’s Smoky
Mountain National Park down
there. While listening to the
new Dave Matthews CD, shut
yourself out from the rest of the
people on the plane and realize
you live in a beautiful country
and half of these sods on here
are looking for the beverage
cart. Like they didn’t drink
enough over break.

11:30 a.m. — This plane will
not be serving a meal, though it
is lunchtime. Commence starv-
ing.

12:03 p.m. — Fly over
Buffalo, see the airport, blow
past it, fly out to, oh, Batavia,
swing a fighter-jet-style turn
and approach for landing. Don’t
you wish you were a pilot and
could do daredevil moves, too?

12:05 p.m. — Welcome to
Buffalo. You have just traded
palm trees and warm salt water
for snow and a warm day to be
named later.

12:30 p.m. — Your bag should
be here by now. We have it. A
man with a maniacal grin is
holding it behind this door and
is waiting for you to sweat
before putting on the conveyor.
We’re just trying to get a rise
out of you.

12:34 p.m. — Fine, here’s
your bag.

We hope you enjoyed your
trip. ❍

BY JAY WEISBERGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

From the Editor: We are pleased to present to you the second issue of the
Alfred Weekly, which is actually the first Fiat Lux, published in 1913. We
decided to re-run this issue for Founder’s Day. Though the Fiat didn’t
start until almost a full century after the founding of the University, we
are proud to be able to share a rich heritage with the campus.
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Column unfair
to police
Dear Editor:

I have recently read the Fiat Lux
and really enjoyed many of the
articles. However, I am writing
to you because of the column
titled “Deadly violence is not nec-
essary” (Feb. 28, 2001). 

The first thing that I read that
bothered me was the fact that the
article stated that someone was
shot after the argument. Both
victims were stabbed to death,
and there was no report about
gunshots other than from the
police. 

Also, a police officer will shoot
to disable if the murder suspect is
only refusing to give himself/her-
self up. If the suspect is armed
and attacking they will shoot to
kill. If time had been taken to
research the topic then the
author might have found some of
this information out. 

The Constitution also says that
you are innocent until proven
guilty. The police have to refer to
the man as “believed killer.” It is
kind of unfair to hold that against
the police when all they are doing
is abiding by the Constitution. 

Please do not libel the people
that serve and protect us like
they did on Feb. 16.

Sincerely,
Kevin August Lindsay
Class of 2001

Dear Editor:

In response to “Deadly violence
is not necessary,” in the Feb. 28,
2001 Fiat: it is inaccurate to refer
to what happened as a “double

murder,” and without supporting
evidence it is wrong to second
guess the action of the police.

Gary Baker “was armed with a
large fixed-blade knife ... he
ignored their instructions and
continued advancing until two of
the officers opened fire” (Hornell
Evening Tribune). 

The writer said that the
preferable course of action would
be to shoot him in the arm or leg.
But the writer was not there.
The police officers, who didn’t
have the luxury of analyzing the
situation in retrospect, had to
make a split-second decision. An
attempt to non-fatally wound the
man could have resulted in a
severe wound to one of the offi-
cers.

The comment, “What kind of a
match up is that? A man with a
knife versus two policemen with
guns,” as if this were a boxing
match. Police are supposed to be
better armed than their
assailants, for their own safety
and yours.

Then you suggest their action
was wrong because the man may
not have been the killer. I could
argue how the evidence points to
him, but that is irrelevant. Guilty
of murder or not, he was threat-
ening the officers’ lives.

It is one thing to suggest they
made a bad decision, but to
accuse the officers of “corrup-
tion” and being on “power trips”
is insulting. Where is your evi-
dence? The police have a difficult
job. Don’t make it harder by bur-
dening them with baseless accu-
sations.

Sincerely,
Dan Thayer
Class of 2003
James Gilbert
Class of 2003

Strength comes from defeat
In the political game, when a
candidate loses a campaign it is
necessary for the person to
regain his or her confidence.
The loss can build character and
actually empower the candi-
date, as long as they approach
the defeat with dignity and
acceptance.

I recently found out the
virtues of being able to bounce
back after a political defeat as I
ran for Student Senate Vice
President. 

I entered the race with vigor
and self-determination. 

In order for any candidate to
be able to put forth the needed
efforts to gain support, he or
she needs to internally believe
that he honestly has a fighting
chance to win. 

I had this confidence as I
began collecting the needed sig-
natures to get on to the ballot. 

I placed posters in high traf-
fic areas on campus, and worked
long hours to get my name and
face out to the voters. 

I wanted the entire student
body to know my name and face.
“Meet the Candidates Night”
was a great opportunity for all
running parties to really con-
nect with voters, but only a
handful of students attended. 

AUTV looped it for a few
days straight, but I don’t think
watching a re-broadcast of an
event such as this has the same
impact as actually sitting in the
crowd. 

I campaigned right through
Election Day and felt confident
in my chances to put forth a

respectable showing. 
When Student Senate

announced the winners for
President and Vice-President, I
was very nervous. 

To my disappointment, I was
the first to be named with the
bad news that I only received
13 percent of the vote. 

This effectively eliminated
me from even getting into the
run-off. 

Since no candidate had
received a majority, Matthew
Washington and Gretchen
Schwerzler entered a runoff.

I was not really depressed,
but very disappointed. I had
felt very strong and confident
as a person before and during
the campaign. 

The manner in which individ-
uals on campus recognized me
and came over to ask questions
on my candidacy and my posi-
tions on campus topics, made
me proud to be undertaking a
very important job. 

I saw the chance to represent
Alfred University and the stu-
dent body in the role of Vice
President as quite admirable.
My fear was that even though I
have been very active in many
clubs on campus, with leader-
ship roles within them, my
organizations would now look to
me as damaged goods. 

I was thankful that this was
not the case, as fellow club
members and friends were sup-
portive of me. 

People I didn’t know came up
and told me that even if they
had or hadn’t voted for me, that
they thought my campaign was
good and that they liked some
of my ideas.

This essay is not my attempt
to convince you that I should
have won or that I had better
ideas than my opponents did.
My main point of writing this is
that whether someone is run-
ning for a political office has
some obstacle in their way,
don’t be afraid to fail. I know it
is a cliche and way over used,
but “if you fall off the horse, get
back on.” 

This doesn’t mean that I do or
don’t intend to run for a politi-
cal office on Alfred’s campus
again. 

What it means is that I
believe that by risking defeat
whether it be politics, trying to
learn a musical instrument,
signing up for an upper level
class or anything that puts one’s
neck on the line, are opportuni-
ties to learn from the loss/fail-
ure. 

I have learned that if some-
one enters the public arena of
politics, the candidate can con-
trol the election to some degree,
but overall the outcome is out of
their hands. 

I don’t think that individuals
should look at the possibility of
losing as a reason to not try to
win. 

They should always try their
best, and then if they fail they
will know in their heart that
they did the best that they
could. 

My character is even
stronger now that I have been
defeated, because I am sure of
myself as a person that even a
devastating loss can not bring
me down as a human being. ❍

BY MICHAEL TOPP
GUEST COLUMNIST

Procrastination can be fun
GUEST COLUMNIST

Suspense, Adventure! What
more could you ask for in pro-
crastination?

Art. Procrastination. The dif-
ference is hard to see. As a stu-
dent here at Alfred University I
have become what some may call
a connoisseur of sorts. This col-
umn is no exception; I have
exploited the skills I have
learned in all of my two years on
this campus.

It is now 12:30 a.m.
Procrastination is simply

delaying the inevitable. Why do
we do it? I have no idea, but it
almost always ends with an
adventure. 

Last year a couple of friends
and I got sick of writing papers
and reading page upon page of
what seemed to be pointless
material. A trip to Hornell
seemed innocent enough. Before
10 p.m., we had been harassed by

store personnel, escorted out of
Wal-Mart by Hornell police and
split into several cop cars.

Not to mention frisked, ques-
tioned and banned from the
swanky clothing store we all call
Fashion Bug, forever. [A little
suspense music please, dun, dun,
dun!]. All without an explanation
or an apology. Got home reeling
about the injustice of it all, still
had all that work to do. Bummer. 

By the way, it is now 1:13 a.m.
The key to procrastination is

doing it without realizing you are
actually avoiding work. 

Using good excuses like, wow,
the dishes really need to be
washed, and, I should call my
mom or balance my checkbook.
Your work may not be done but
your house is really clean, mom
knows you think about her (aw,
how sweet) and you don’t bounce
anymore checks on those unsus-
pected, dangerous and possibly
life altering trips to Wal-Mart. 

If you can be arrested for going

to the one-hour photo in Hornell,
you can be arrested for bouncing
checks in Hornell too! Wow, after
all that, where did the day go?

Once again, you are tired,
ready for bed and oh crap, you
have a sociology test tomorrow.
Gotta study! I hate that.

I’m not here to say, don’t pro-
crastinate, or to give you study
tips. I’m not here to point out the
obvious, that if you get your stuff
done early you are set — oops I
just did.

Anyway, why should you take
my advice when I don’t take it
myself? I don’t blame you.

What am I trying to say, what
is the purpose of this commen-
tary? There really isn’t one, by
reading this I have just success-
fully aided someone in procrasti-
nating. They will set it down and
say, “Wow that was a waste of
time, I should do my work,
but…” ❍

BY CHESA CONRAD
GUEST COLUMNIST

Fiat Lux  Fiat Lux  Fiat Lux

Lost baggage up for grabs 

(U-WIRE) BOSTON — One person’s
lost luggage nightmare is an
online shopper’s dream. At
UnclaimedBaggage.com, part of
the Alabama-based Unclaimed
Baggage Center, shoppers can
search through scores of lost lug-
gage from airports across the
country.

From musical instruments to
brand-new cameras, the store
purchases more than 1 million lost
items a year, mainly from the air-
lines. If after 90 days passengers
do not claim lost luggage, the air-
lines officially declare the baggage
unclaimed. At that point,
Unclaimed Baggage can buy the
items and resell them for half the
manufacturer’s price. 

“We have longstanding contacts
at the airlines. Most of the bags
we buy from them are bought
sight unseen,” said Brenda
Cantrell, marketing manager for
Unclaimed Baggage. “The price
varies from airline to airline, some
per bag, some by the pound.”

Unclaimed Baggage boasts a
retail store featuring 7,000 new
items per day. The online invento-
ry, although not as extensive, is

updated with 200 items daily.
Although nearly 60 percent of the
merchandise is clothing,
Unclaimed Baggage also sells
cameras, jewelry, electronics,
books and luggage. Lost and
unclaimed items sent from manu-
facturers to retailers are also on
sale. 

“It’s bargain shopping. Items
are 50 to 80 percent the manufac-
turers’ price,” Cantrell said. “You
just never know what’s going to
be out there.”

Approximately 30 percent of
received items are donated and
some are thrown away.

Some of the more unique items
Unclaimed Baggage has acquired
over the years include a shrunken
human head, a 5.8 carat solitaire
diamond, a suitcase of Versace
dresses, a NASA camera used on
space missions and a lost ship-
ment of Egyptian artifacts dating
back to 1500 B.C.

“There is a lot of curiosity about
lost luggage,” Cantrell said. “It is
the same curiosity associated with
thrift store shopping. People are
like, ‘Wow, we’re going to see all
these bags that have been lost.’
It’s no different than a yard store,
but our store is set up like a regu-
lar department store.” ❍

BY HILLARY BENTMAN
THE DAILY FREE PRESS

BOSTON U.

Voices
Submissions to Voices: Anyone may write a letter to the Editor. Letters MUST be signed and should be limited to
250 words. Guest columns should be written by AU students and should be no longer than 700 words. Columnists
selected for publication will be asked to provide a headshot photo to go with their articles. All submissions should
be free from profanity and follow rules of fair play (ie. get the facts straight). The Fiat Lux reserves the right to
edit all letters for space, clarity, brevity and fair play. Send submissions to Fiat Lux, Powell Campus Center or e-
mail fiatlux@alfred.edu. All submissions MUST include name, telephone number and students should include
class year.A community forum provided by the Fiat Lux



refreshing,” she said.
As for the Presidential elec-

tion, Reina pulled in 58 percent
of the votes, and the other 42
percent went to her competitor,
junior Christopher Stawiarz.

With the campaign and the
race behind her, Reina now looks
ahead and wasted no time taking
on her duties as President. As
soon as Reina was announced as
President, she took past-
President Seth Mulligan’s seat
to the right of the table on the
Nevins Theater stage and con-
ducted the remainder of the
meeting. 

“It was very exciting and very
overwhelming, in a good way,”
Reina said
with a

smile.
She continued, “I felt like all

my hard work was paid off. I
[have been] given the chance
and opportunity to actively
[work for the student body].”

Senate first saw Reina’s face
in the fall of 1999, when she
attended Senate representing
Pirate Theater. She then became
Secretary, “a great first job on
the Senate Board” because it
allowed Reina to work with
other members and senators.

“The interaction [with other
executive members and
Senators] was helpful in decid-
ing to run for President,” Reina
reflected. She made her final
decision over the past summer
when she realized that she want-
ed to continue being a part of the
Executive Board.

The new Executive Board is
actually an even mix of old and
new members. Mulligan is the

current Finance Chair and past
Vice President Rachael
Downey is the Treasurer.
Joining the Board for the
first time besides
Washington is Schwerzler
as Secretary and freshman

Steve Frost as Publicity
Director. 

“I’m absolutely thrilled
to work with Matt … with all
of them [the Exec Board],”
Reina revealed. “I’m excited
to see how we work with the
change in positions and I
don’t foresee any problems.”

Washington echoed Reina’s
sentiments: “We have an under-
standing, we’re able to discuss
and disagree in a well-mannered
way.”

While Reina already has her
work cut out for her with plan-
ning the Student Leadership
Dinner, choosing four students
to serve on four University com-
mittees and the usual slew of
appearances at Open Houses,
Washington had some ideas and
plans for the upcoming year.
First brought up during “Meet
the Candidates Night,”
Washington would like to fur-
ther examine the Senate com-
mittees all Senators are
required to serve on.

“People have questioned
whether these committees are
needed and I’d like to see which
ones feel this way,” Washington
said. “I want to see if commit-
tees are getting things done and
what their purpose has been.”

“I also want to help people feel
they’ve made a difference in
something,” he encouraged.

Washington’s plan to encour-
age students to make a differ-
ence rolls over to student partic-
ipation on campus. Washington
pointed out that he did not want
to force anyone to do anything,
just encourage people to take on
a more active role.

Regardless, Washington will
continue to “be an advocate for
the students who don’t partici-
pate.”

Both the President and Vice
President realize the importance
of relating with the student
body.

As a transfer student, opening
Convocation next fall will be
Reina’s first. 

“I’m really excited to be
speaking at Convocation … I
feel that I can identify with the
freshmen experiencing this first
part of college life,” she said. ❍
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CAMP WAYNE FOR GIRLS

Northeast Pennsylvania  6/19 - 8/17/01  Directors for Fine Arts &
Crafts, Camping/Nature, Ropes, Golf, Swimming, Video, Counselors
for: Tennis, Team Sports, Gymnastics, Aerobics, Cheerleading,
Swimming (W.S.I. preferred), Sailing, Waterskiing, Sculpture,
Ceramics (Hand & Wheel), Batik, Silk-Screen, Jewelry, Piano, Drama,
Guitar, Self-Defense, Group Leaders &Assistants. On Campus
Interviews arranged.

Call
1-800-279-3019

or

go to
www.campwaynegirls.com

Gretchen
Schwerzler

47.6 % 52.4 %

Matthew
Washington

398 eligible votes

Results of the Student Senate runoff 
election for the office of Vice President. 

…New Exec.
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

He’s shown me what it takes to
be a good dean.”

One of the things Gow said he
would miss the most is his
peaceful morning run around
the campus. Gow admitted that
leaving Alfred is “like leaving
home,” and promised to visit

and keep in touch via e-mail. 
He added, “I’ll always remem-

ber my time at Alfred very fond-
ly; in many ways I’ve learned
more here than the students
have.”

About Minnesota, “let’s
remember, these are the same
people that wanted Jesse
Ventura to be their governor,”
Gow said. ❍

…Gow
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

applied to host the 2008
Olympics, said Qi.

Lui Shengchun was next to
speak. When in the United
States, she uses the name
Sophie. Shengchun  is working
on her master’s degree in ceram-
ic engineering at AU. She is
from the Jiangxi Province.

During the late 1960s and
early 1970s, China was “still not
open to the world,” Shengchun
noted. Considering the isolation
from the rest of the world, China
was very reserved in manner-
ism, in dress and entertainment.
While the radio was very popu-
lar, television was non-existent.

According to Shengchun, the
Chinese government in the late
1970s began to rethink their cur-
rent ways, accept what they did
was wrong and began to open up
to the rest of the world. The
combination of socialism with
capitalism also began to take
toll.

The Chinese “accumulated
energy for big change,” and
“almost totally eliminated
hunger,” Shengchun said.

In regards to the population of
China, families used to be very
large, like Shengchun’s family of
four sons and two daughters.
But after the one-child policy
was enacted in the late 1970s,
families amounted to only three
people.

During the 1990s, the Chinese
began to purchase their own
houses and cars in cities, and
children in cities led happy lives
— “almost like American kids,”
Shengchun associated. This was
in large part due to the
increased attention parents
gave to their only child, instead
of dividing it up among numer-
ous children.

Qi returned to the microphone
and spoke of his college and
dorm  life at his university in
Beijing. 

If you thought having a room-
mate was tough, try seven other
roommates. It was common for
Chinese universities to place six
to eight students into one bed-
room, Qi said. The three to four
bunkbeds occupied about 50
square feet. Students also
roomed with the same people all

four years of the college career.
Qi joked that the snoring of one
roommate was nothing com-
pared to three or four snoring
roommates.

Another common Chinese stu-
dent condition that amazed the
American audience was the fact
that there were not enough
showers for all the students.
Students had to stand in line
with all their shower equipment
for, get this, a cold shower. Hot
water was not a necessity at Qi’s
school.

Chinese students were
required to wake up at 6 a.m.
every morning for morning
exercises. There was no way to
escape this because loud speak-
ers on the side of the buildings
served as alarm clocks, and stu-
dents were also required to
attend these exercises. To check
attendance, students’ passes
were stamped. Qi slyly spoke of
his and his roommate’s plan. One
roommate was responsible each
day to wake up, go to the exer-
cise with all six of the room-
mates passes and make sure all
six were stamped.

Another strict regulation the
university held was opening
hours. At 10 p.m. each evening,
the dormitory doors were
locked. The doors may have
been locked but the windows
weren’t, Qi pointed out. Because
Qi lived on the first floor he did-
n’t have much problems getting
back into his room  after curfew.
Residents of higher floors, how-
ever, had to maintain good rela-
tions with first floor residents,
he noted.

Last to speak was Carla Coch,
an Alfred Station resident who
taught conversational English at
the Jindezhen Ceramics
Institute and at the China
University of Geophysics. 

Coch presented pictures of
her trip and spoke of the hospi-
tality of the Chinese during her
visit. While the Chinese were
eager to take care of her, Coch
really just wanted to explore
independently.

Coch also joked about her
Chinese name being transferred
into the Chinese words for
karoke. 

Rounding up the presenta-
tions was questioning from the
audience to the presenters. ❍

…China
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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WORLDNOTES

31 NORTH MAIN ST.
(NEXT TO COMMUNITY BANK)

• Try our Friday FishFry!
• Gift Certificates

•Student Debit Accounts

DOG BYTES
Discover the Diamond Difference!

Premium pet foods without the 
premium price.

Are you paying too much for your 
premium pet food?

Home Delivery service — 
Delivered right to your pet’s door!

Different brands to choose from — 
Free Samples Available

Call Allen — 587-9825

David Szczerbacki, dean of the
College of Business, acting dean of
the College of Engineering and
Professional Studies, and profes-
sor of management, is one of two
candidates for the position of Vice
President of Academic Affairs
(VPAA) at nearby St.
Bonaventure University. 

When asked about leaving AU,
Szczerbacki seemed to be in no
rush to leave the school. “I am not
dying to leave Alfred University. I
don’t want to leave, but most pro-
fessionals consider other career
options. Like most professionals, I
am exploring career options.” 

He refused to give a comment
about the process or about the
position he may be chosen for at
SBU.

According to SBU, the VPAA’s
main job is as the chief academic
officer of the University, directly
responsible to the President for
academic program development
and evaluation, resource alloca-
tion, faculty evaluation, and for
coordination of the overall acade-
mic activities of the faculty and
student body.

The position also entails provid-
ing executive leadership in acade-
mic development and in maintain-
ing high academic standards and
serves as a member of the
President’s Cabinet, participating
in overall planning and direction of
institutional affairs. 

The VPAA also is senior to all
executive officers and administra-
tors, except for the President.
Szczerbacki is one of the two final-
ists for the position, along with
David Saal, Dean of College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences at
Mississippi State University. 

After earning his BA in 1973
from Gannon University in Erie,
PA, and then getting his Master’s
Degree in 1977, Szczerbacki went
on to the State University of New
York at Buffalo for his Ph.D. from
the School of Management.

The committee chair for the
search is Sister Mary Carney,
O.F.M., Director of the Franciscan
Institute at SBU. According to the
Bona Venture, SBU’s student
newspaper, Carney was pleased
with the search and the way it was
conducted. Szczerbacki visited
SBU’s campus in February for his
interview, where he met with cur-
rent cabinet members, deans, fac-
ulty, administration and Student
Government Association mem-
bers. The process, according to
Carney, was as open as possible to
the community.

Szczerbacki’s main areas of
expertise are Strategic
Management, Organizational
Development and Change
Economic Development.

Nicole Lendino, a senior in the
College of Business and president
of SIFE (Students In Free
Enterprise), felt that Szczerbacki
is a major and key figure in the
business school. 

“He helped us [SIFE] out by
giving us more money out of the
business school’s budget which
allowed us to get to Washington
DC for the National Business
Conference,” she said.

Ben Lawrence, the Vice
President/Public Relations com-
mittee person for SIFE felt that
what Szczerbacki did for the
group really helped.

“He likes all of the groups to
have equal opportunities,”
Lawrence noted about the DC
conference. “He saw how hard-
working and persistent the group
was and he helped us figure out
how to get there. He has also
helped us to network for SIFE.”

Lawrence really felt that losing
Szczerbacki would mean trouble
for the business school. 
“He’s dedicated to the students.
He really gives back a lot, and is
always there for us if we need
him,” he said.

Melissa Prashad, a junior busi-
ness administration student,
agreed with Lawrence in that
Szczerbacki would always help if
needed. 

“He is giving, always willing to
listen to you. He stops what he’s
doing for a [spur of the moment]
meeting with any student if they
were to say that they needed to
talk,” Prashad said.

Will Szczerbacki leave the home
he has made of AU? If so, it will be
business only, as the dean states
that he truly enjoys being here at
AU. ❍

SSTTUUDDEENNTT SSEENNAATTEE UUPPDDAATTEE

The transition from the old
Senate Executive Board to the
new Executive Board went quite
smoothly at last week’s Senate
meeting. Maybe it was because
half of the Board were old mem-
bers. Regardless, business
continued just the same.  

Finance Chair Seth Mulligan
had important information to dis-
tribute. “Get out your pencils,” he
ordered.

All organizations’ budgets are
due no later than Sunday, April 1
at noon to Mulligan himself or the
Senate office. Submissions are to
include last year’s statistics and a
proposal. If possible, please for-
mat it onto a spreadsheet, like
Excel. The new attendance policy
also goes into effect at that time.

Organizations are also asked to
choose a date for the budget hear-
ings: Saturday, April 7 at 9:30 a.m.
or Saturday, April 14 at 9:30 a.m.
Representatives to this hearing
should keep in mind that they will
last about seven and a half hours
and may roll over to the next day.
If not all matters are settled on
the hearing day, discussion will
continue from noon to 4 p.m. the

following Sunday.
If Senators are confused as to

how to prepare their organiza-
tions’ budget, please refer to
Section 3 of the Senator hand-
book.

Secretary Gretchen Schwerzler
is looking into revising the atten-
dance-taking method, perhaps
eliminating the second roll call. If
anything does change, it will not
occur until next semester.

In her officer’s report,
President Elizabeth Reina
extended her thanks to the
Election Committee, recognizing
the work they’ve put in for the
elections.

But their job still isn’t done.
In a past Senate meeting, a

revision of the current voting pro-
cedures was suggested. Head of
the Election Committee Bethany
Carpenter proposed to the Senate
floor that the existing committee
be transformed into the Rules
Committee to examine and cor-
rect the current voting rules.
Essentially, their job would be to
prevent a run-off election, espe-
cially if there are only two candi-
dates running. 

The reason for this committee
transformation is due to the little
time we have left during this

semester. Nominating and then
voting for a new committee would
be time consuming. 

The committee will present the
changes within four weeks and
the Senate will vote on it a week
later.

Assistant Dean of Students
Daryl Conte paid the Senate a
visit to retrieve student input and
comments on the current condi-
tions and services of the Crandall
Health Center as well as experi-
ence with insurance.

Senior and Sigma Alpha Mu
brother D.J. Hampton, and senior
and Theta Theta Chi sister Alice
Zebracki presented to the Senate
the goals and purpose of the new
InterGreek Council. If anyone has
any concerns or questions regard-
ing Greek Life or IGC, the group
will be meeting every Monday at
7:30 p.m. in the Kenyon-Allen
room.

President Reina encouraged
participation for the Peer Mentor
Program, coordinated by
Resident Director Rose Baum.
Peer mentors essentially help
incoming freshmen adjust to
Alfred. Interested students
should contact Baum at baum-
re@alfred.edu. ❍

BY JUDY TSANG
MANAGING EDITOR

A grant from the State Agriculture Department has been awarded to
AU and an Arkport business.

AU’s Center for Environmental and Energy Research and Four
Winds Renewable Energy will share the $19,700 grant to create photo-
voltaic-powered cattle watering systems.

Chris Sinton, assistant director of CEER, and Roy Butler of Four
Winds will collaborate to introduce the technology to Northeast farms.

Senators John McCain (R, Ariz.) and Russ Feingold (D, Wisc.) last
week sought public support for their campaign-finance reform bill.

The proposal would ban “soft money,” unregulated donations to
political parties. It would also restrict “issue” advertisements, which
are from groups promoting a specific issue. Both often are used to
promote a specific candidate.

Opponents of the bill say that it is a violation of free speech.
• The Detroit Metropolitan Airport was closed briefly last Saturday
when an airplane skidded off a runway, injuring three.

For an unknown reason, the pilot aborted the takeoff, causing the
plane to skid off the runway.

The airplane, bound for Miami, had 146 passengers and eight crew
members.

Authorities in Britain and elsewhere in Europe have taken steps to
prevent the spread of foot and mouth disease.

In the UK, a “slaughter-on-suspicion” policy has caused 205,000 ani-
mals to be condemned for slaughter after 240 cases of the disease were
confirmed.

Diseased animals and those that may have come in contact with
them were ordered killed.

Meanwhile, Prince Charles has pledged 500,000 pounds to help farm-
ers who have lost their herds
• An arms bribery scandal in India has led to the resignation of its
Minister of Defence.

George Fernandes left his post last Thursday, one day after the
scandal came to light, threatening the seventeen-month-old coalition
government.

LOCAL

NATIONAL

INTERNATIONAL

Szczerbacki next to leave AU?
BY ALISON SAVETT

FEATURES EDITOR
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Assembly on its way to AU
At a school renowned for its art
program, it’s a bit mind-boggling
that in the past there hasn’t been
a venue for artists to collectively
present their artwork in one pub-
lication.

That’s where the Assembly
and senior art and design student
Cindy DeFelice come in. 

The Assembly is a compilation
of AU student and faculty works
and projects put together into a
hard-copy publication form for
print works, as well as onto a CD,
capturing video, audio, Web
works and performance pieces.
The Assembly’s proposal state-
ment calls it a special project of
multidisciplinary exploration.

When first proposing the idea
of Assembly, DeFelice explained
that the Assembly was intended
to serve students and the
University in many ways. It
could be utilized as a research
tool, a portfolio builder, a histori-
cal archive document while func-
tioning as a forum for underrep-
resented students and
organizations, and just stimulat-
ing artistic work out of the AU
community.

The Assembly debuted last
April, after DeFelice first con-
ceived the idea over spring
break. Attracted to the zine cul-
ture, DeFelice read about an
“Assembler” who was looking for
work. An assembler is someone
who collects multiple copies of
many different zines, puts them
together in books, and sends
them back to the participants,

DeFelice explained.
“It was a great way for self-

publishers to see what else was
going on in the field,” DeFelice
continued. “The translation to
Alfred University was direct.

“In the art school, work is up
and around all the time but is not
very accessible to outsiders …
because AU is such a small com-
munity, we really could foster
more collaboration between peo-
ple in different schools and
between faculty and student if
our work was simply available.”

Advisor to the Assembly and
Visiting Instructor of Graphic
Design, Michelle Lockwood
agreed.

“The Assembly is unique
because it can act as a vehicle for
expression among students and
faculty, as well as provide a point
of interaction between disciplines
that do not typically relate or
connect,” she said.

Last year’s edition was titled
4.00 Assembly which “makes
playful reference to a physical
assembly you might attend after
school and also marks the date of
its first publication, April 2000,”
the proposal states.

This year, DeFelice is adding a
CD version, featuring video,
audio and Web work, in addition
to the print publication in order
to be as inclusive as possible.
This is important because only
participants of the Assembly can
receive a copy of the Assembly.

“We do this to encourage par-
ticipation, although there will be
copies in each library shortly
after publication,” DeFelice
explained.

DeFelice has a good team
working behind her. Senior Tera
Pike and sophomores Danielle
Girard, Erica Robinson and Erin
Sands have been working on the
publicity, the production, book
and interactive design with
DeFelice.

“They [the workers behind the
Assembly] are intelligent and
hard-working women, and pro-
ducing Assembly is an experi-
ence that is both educational and
productive for all of us,” DeFelice
praised.

Lockwood echoed DeFelice.
“I think [Assembly] is a great

idea and that you will be very
inspired by the amount of effort
and thought that has been put
into this endeavor,” Lockwood
said.

“It is a large project, and one
that requires a tremendous
amount of energy from the team
that is putting it together, so ini-
tially, I hope that the momentum
carries on into next year and
after,” she said.

Looking into the future, the
Assembly is still in search of an
underwriter for future issues.
Regardless, DeFelice plans to
produce this publication annually.
The Assembly is hoping to be
able to secure the funds to pro-
duce a two and then four-color
book, DeFelice projected.

“There is a great opportunity
here [with the Assembly] to cre-
ate cohesiveness through expres-
sion. It is even possible that the
Assembly would be a good tool in
attracting potential students to
attend Alfred,” Lockwood point-
ed out. ❍

ΛΧΑ
North American Food Drive

Help the brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha 
feed the hungry.

Place non-perishable food in the boxes in
Powell, Olin, McMahon or 

your residence hall. 

BY JUDY TSANG
MANAGING EDITOR

Family benefits from
Habitat’s break efforts

While most AU students used
their spring breaks to spend time
at home, 28 students went to
Florida to build one.

“I never thought that I could
build a house,” said junior Tony
Francescutti, vice president of
AU’s chapter of Habitat for
Humanity.

For five years, the chapter has
gone to West Valusia County, Fla.
for spring break.  For the first two
years the group contributed build-
ing, but did not get to see the pro-
ject through from beginning to
end. Volunteers work for three
days a week for 16 weeks.  

For the last three years they
have done a “blitz build.” In a blitz
build volunteers start with a con-
crete slab and build it into a move-
in condition house in just one week. 

The planning begins in August.
The group has to cover transporta-
tion, lodging and a $2,000 donation
to the host affiliate. The majority
of the funding is raised by the
chapter. This year students orga-
nized a spaghetti dinner and a
bowl-a-thon. They also raffled local
business donations. To make up
the difference, each member has to
donate $100 to go on the trip. 

Alfred students were not alone.
Ten foremen volunteered to super-
vise. While students work during
the day, plumbers and electricians
work through the night for just the
lower daytime rates. Local church-
es provided the meals. Even com-
munity members that cannot ham-

mer nails or climb roofs helped out.
One woman knitted an afghan for
the dedication ceremony of each
house. 

Families that receive Habitat
houses must apply and work 500
hours on their own house and
other houses in the community.
This house was built for a couple,
their daughter and their grandson,
said Francescutti. Working with
the family that will be living in the
house was touching, said sopho-
more Jaime Ward. 

By the end of the first day, the
structure of the house was up and
the roof was on, said Francescutti.
By the end of the week, when the
jobs were more scarce and
required fewer people, students
bought plants and made a veg-
etable garden. Because they had
some extra money, they bought a
soccer ball and a goal for the yard.
The grandson, 8, likes to play soc-
cer.

During the dedication ceremony,
the family was speechless, said
Ward. “It is the best feeling. I am
definitely planning to go again
next year,” said Ward. 

Habitat is active all year long.
The group works with the town of
Wellsville to build houses locally,
said Francescutti. They also offer
their services with minor home
repairs, painting, stacking wood
and raking leaves, said advisor
Ken Hassler. 

“One of the goals of Habitat is to
make a difference in the lives of
others. Our students do,” said
Hassler. ❍

BY ASHLEY BRENON
MANAGING EDITOR

PHOTO BY JULIA BALDWIN

Jenna Gassman, far right, and Sarah Eggleston welcome the Robinsons to their new home.
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BAM revisits Morris’dance
Brooklyn, NY – Whoever said classi-
cal music and dance couldn’t be fun
has not seen the Mark Morris
Dance Group in action.

Gloria and Other Dances, per-
formed at the Brooklyn Academy
of Music, the company’s home the-
ater for more than 15 years, on
March 7 and 9, was a collection of
pieces choreographed by Morris in
the early 1990s. The title piece
“Gloria” was actually first present-
ed in 1981.

The opening number “Lucky
Charms” has been promoted as a
dozen dancers outfitted like bejew-
eled cheerleaders flashing across
the chiaroscuro soundscape to
Jacques Ibert’s “Divertissement”
for full orchestra.

The glittering dancers per-
formed movements featuring a
mixture of hints of modern and
jazz dance, cheerleading moves,
marching band routines and even
a kickline. Cartwheels and gym-
nastic flips also flustered across
the stage to the live orchestra
playing “Divertissement.”

Perhaps the most comical fea-
ture of the dance piece was when
dancers moved in correlation to
the live circus-like music. Dancers

moved in long, drawn out motions
to the violins, in light yet sharp
movements to the piano and in
heavy, weighted thuds to the
drumbeats.

“Lucky Charms” ended with the
dozen dancers moving in a pin-
wheel formation and lifting other
dancers into the air. “Lucky
Charms” was similar to
Avila/Weeks “Seat of Dreams”
performed at AU in January. It
was an enjoyable and fun dance
overall with a section trapped in
fear.

“Bedtime,” the second piece of
the evening, featured mezzo-
soprano Mary Westbrook-Geha’s
amazing vocals. 

The costuming for this piece
split the dancers into two groups; a
feared unit dressed in soft blue
tops and pants, and an oppressing
group dressed in earth toned tops
and pants. The “oppressing” group
chaotically intermingled with the
blue mass, lifting and even drop-
ping dancers with no mercy. 

“Bedtime” explored nocturnal
fears and fears of death, leaving
the audience feeling worried them-
selves. “Bedtime” has been said to
be based on Goethe’s erl king, an
evil spirit who abducts a boy. 

“Beautiful Day” featured Joe
Bowie of Lansing, Mich. and Kim

Reis of Vancouver, Wash. First
premiered at the Manhattan
Center Grand Ballroom in April
1992, “Beautiful Day” moved sinu-
ously with the orchestra music. 

In steel gray-blue unitards, the
two dancers performed a series of
lifts and turns together, indicating
the importance of each other in the
dance. All the choreographed
movements showed the two
dancers supporting and compli-
menting the other. 

The title dance “Gloria” was
choreographed to Antonio
Vivaldi’s “Gloria in D.” The piece
initially gave off a deep and heavy
holistic feel without overhead
lights and just side boom lighting.
It wasn’t long before moments of
comic relief came along, for exam-
ple featuring dancers sporting
alarmed facial expressions and
dancers challenging each other to
fights.

Though the movements were
simple, Morris’ choreography
retained its dynamisms and
intense energy blatantly impress-
ing the audience.

Since Morris’ founding of Mark
Morris Dance Group in 1980, the
40-year-old choreographer has
composed over 90 dance pieces,
and MMDG will be moving into a
brand new complex. ❍

BY JUDY TSANG
MANAGING EDITOR

Students offer help
with area tax returns

Ernest Enke, professor of accoun-
tancy, and students in the Business
and Personal Taxes course provid-
ed a community service as well as
helped friends, family and fellow
students prepare their income tax
returns.

Enke heads the Alfred
University Volunteer Individual
Taxpayer Assistance (VITA)
Program, which is in its twenty-
sixth year at AU.

Within the conduct of the
course, students in the Business
and Personal Taxes course com-
pleted an Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) volunteer program
course, took an exam and, upon
successful completion, became cer-
tified in the IRS Volunteer
Programs VITA and TCE (Tax
Counseling for the Elderly).

Over the years, many students,
as well as Enke, have volunteered
their time in the local community.
This year, Jamie Crosley, Kara
Pritchard, Matt Lundsten and
Victoria Lorraine worked with the
Allegany County Association for
Retarded Citizens (ARC) helping
their clients with their tax returns.

Lorraine, a junior and an
accounting major at AU, said: “It

was nice to help out. It makes you
feel good when you help someone.
People get so excited when they
see that they get money back on
their tax return.”

According to Nancy Kehl, reha-
bilitation specialist with the
Allegany County ARC, “Dr. Enke
has helped us out tremendously.
We’ve done over forty tax returns
this year and I’ve learned a lot.”

Kehl is currently working on the
VITA course herself and hopes to
finish and receive certification this
year. “Professor Enke and his stu-
dents are a great help to our clients
and we appreciate it,” said Kehl.
“Their help saves our individuals a
lot of money.”

Students Susan Peck and
Jennifer Peck, have set up a com-
munity tax help site at the Almond
Public Library.

“We want to demonstrate that
our school is a contributing mem-
ber of the local community,” said
Enke, whose field of expertise is
taxation and accounting in not-for-
profit organizations. 

“Also, it gives students the
chance to experience real taxation
first hand and that’s important. If a
student doesn’t do well in class, he
might get a “C,” but if a student
doesn’t do well in real life it could
cost someone money,” said Enke.❍

BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND
STAFF WRITER

Gow brings blues sounds to AU
REVIEW

From the opening riffs on his
guitar, the audience was cheer-
ing for Joe Gow and they hardly
stopped until he was done with
his set over an hour and a half
later.

Gow performed for SAB’s
Saturday night coffeehouse on
March 17, St. Patrick’s Day.
Gow jokingly questioned the
point of the holiday, saying “I
don’t know what meaning it has,
except for people to [have an
excuse to] go drinking.” Well,
instead of drinking, a large
group gathered in the Knight
Club to hear Gow’s deep, dri-
ving voice.  

Gow became interested in
blues vocalists like Muddy
Waters in the 1970s instead of
contemporary groups like Led
Zeppelin, in part because, he
said, he could sing the deeper
vocals of the former.  This inter-

est was evident in his perfor-
mance, as he would relate back-
ground information on each of
the songs’ writers and perform-
ers, such as Jimmy Reed, John
Lee Hooker and Muddy Waters.

Gow noticed all the blues
songs he played in his set were
usually a mixture of three
things:  “traveling, sex and
booze.”  Keeping true to this
theme, he played songs such as
“Route 66,” “Sexy Ways” and
“Bad Whiskey,” which was on
Alfred University’s spring
Sounds of the Semester CD.  

One song, called “Rock Me
Baby,” should have been rated
“nine out of 10 on the ‘subtle
double entendre scale’,” joked
Gow.

Two requests from the audi-
ence were Willie Dixon’s
“Spoonful” and “Back Door
Man.”  Gow played both and
mentioned that he really was
not sure what “Spoonful” was
about symbolically.  

Gow even localized a John
Lee Hooker song, “Boogie
Children,” by relating his tales
of driving into Alfred for the
first time 11 years ago and his
first trip to Alex’s.   

In between songs, Gow kept
the audience fully entertained
by telling stories and even play-
ing the Batman theme song on
his new guitar.  He also urged
us all to visit New Orleans one
day, telling of his experiences
visiting there.  

When the last song was over,
several audience members
pleaded for an encore.
Although Gow did not give one,
it was easy to notice that if he
had, the audience would have
happily stayed another hour or
two listening to the wonderful
blend of smooth voice and gui-
tar. 

Gow’s last performance at
AU entertained, engaged and
excited all who attended. ❍

BY CATHERINE KEVETT
PHOTO EDITOR
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Aerosmith rolls
“We were gonna write the best
album that’s ever been written,”
said Steven Tyler about
Aerosmith’s new album.

While the band’s lead singer
may not be right on in his analy-
sis of the finished product that is
Just Push Play, this comment is
a glimpse of the intensity and
passion Aerosmith displays on
the album.

Beginning with “Beyond
Beautiful” and continuing on
until the end, the disc is classic
Aerosmith.

For their thirteenth studio
album, the band made an effort to
return to a raw rock sound that is
their trademark. 

To create Just Push Play,
Aerosmith decided to produce
the album with little help from
outside producers. The band
locked down in guitarist Joe
Perry’s home studio to write and
record the music and built a mix-
ing room next door.

This setup helped the record-
ing process flow uninterrupted
and brought out the raw emotion
of the band.

The familiar song to most is
“Jaded,” the first single which
was performed in part during the
Super Bowl halftime show. The
song is very radio-friendly: it
exhibits Tyler’s smooth vocals
and lyrics, but is backed up with
guitar-driven rock.

This track ends a series of
three high-energy songs that
open the album. Along with
“Jaded,” “Beyond Beautiful” and
“Just Push Play” set the tone for
the disc.

The opening of “Beyond
Beautiful” has a Middle Eastern
sound, reminiscent of many songs
on their last release Nine Lives,
but this is quickly replaced with
the traditional Aerosmith assault
of guitars and drums.

The band then slows down for
“Fly Away From Here” but picks
up again with “Trip Hoppin’ ”
which features a backing horns
section.

Another slower, yet powerful
track is “Sunshine” which fea-
tures a subtle string section and
lyrical allusions to Alice in

Wonderland.
One of the best songs on the

disc is “Outta Your Head,” which
is quintessential Aerosmith. The
song combines a hard rock sound
with Tyler’s smooth and clever
rapped vocals.

Forgoing expensive outside
producers helped the band to
preserve a sound that is all their
own. Gone is Glen Ballard, who
played a large role in Nine Lives
and most recently, produced and
co-wrote Everyday by the Dave
Matthews Band. 

Yet Aerosmith still employed a
few outside songwriters and it
shows. “Fly Away From Here” is
written entirely by outsiders,
and most songs do not contain the
usual flair of Tyler’s songwriting. 

At best, the lyrics are a
watered-down version of the
usual cleverly written Aerosmith
themes of sex, drugs, and rock
and roll.

The album is still a solid work,
better than most music on the
airwaves today. Aerosmith still
loves to rock, and it shows. Their
music still exudes a sense that
the old boys still have the passion
of twenty years ago.

On “Just Push Play,” Tyler
comments on aging: “Instead of
growing old/ All dapper and neat/
I’m gonna grow my hair/ Right
down to my feet.” 

Aerosmith is not one to age
gracefully, and while they are not
the same as they were in the
1970s, they are still a viable hard
rock presence.

Just Push Play is also a testa-
ment to Aerosmith’s staying
power. The band’s first release
was in 1973, and the band was
inducted into the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame on Monday. ❍

BY JASON PILARZ
COPY MANAGER

Aerosmith
Just Push Play

Columbia

Spring sounds hit airwaves

I’d like to nominate the second
track of LA’s pop-skate-punk-
potty-talkers Guttermouth’s newest
disc, Covered With Ants, “Can I
Borrow Some Ambition?,” for
post-midterm theme song of the
year. 

As we all struggle to get back
into the swing of homework, labs
and exams, if ambition were, as
they suggest, something that
could be borrowed, whoever had
some to lend would be a popular
person indeed. The rest of the
album could probably stand to
borrow a little originality, but per-
haps that’s beside the point. 

It’s a darkly comic, quick-paced
romp that shares quite a bit with
the band’s six previous albums
and a host of other Epitaph bands.
It does have some clever moments
and catchy songs like, “I’m
Destroying the World.” 

Far from reproducing a semi-
generic sound, Sorry About Dresden
offers up some stylings that could
be accused of having let originali-
ty run amok. Toying with chil-
dren’s play pianos, concertinas,
electric tone generators, xylo-
phones and vocals that move easi-
ly from whispers to screams, the
Chapel Hill, N.C. band does some
interesting things that are worth
a listen. 

The bizarrely titled tracks
might give listeners pause, for
example, “The Mayor Will
Abdicate,” but who knows, you
might just learn a new word or
two.

Boston’s music scene tossed
several new things out to radio
this past week. Miss Fortune, nomi-
nated for a Boston Music Award in
the best debut release on an indie
label category, is a jangly power-
pop that has a hooky, but not self-
consciously college radio friendly
sound. The Boston Herald called
the self-titled album one of the
five most outstanding releases of
the year and others have com-

pared the band to everything from
Radiohead to U2 to Jeff Buckley.

Boston singer-songwriter, Deb
Pasternak has already garnered
praise from her local scene as well
as The College Music Journal
where her new disc, Eleven, was
selected as the AAA editor’s pick
of the week. With comparisons to
Aimee Mann and Sheryl Crow,
Pastnernak’s style may be familiar
but tries to mix it up with harder
rocking tunes and even Latin-fla-
vored songs.  

More established Boston sweet-
hearts, The Shelia Devine, sent out
their second release in the midst
of quite a bit o’ buzz about their
future. The melodic pop-rock band
experiments with goth, emo, pop
and more melancholy than you
might have thought could be
crammed on little disc. 

Winner of three Boston Music
Awards, including “Album of the
Year,” “Outstanding Rock Band”
and “Outstanding Male Vocalist,”
the Boston boys will probably do
just as well with Where Have my
Countrymen Gone…

Rocking out Wisconsin style,
Drive Thru Records’s The Benjamins,
beg for comparison to the likes of
Weezer, The Get Up Kids, Pavement
and The Kinks. There are plenty of
catchy choruses and lyrical play
with songs like, “Weather’s Here,
Wish You Were Beautiful,” all on
top of indie rock guitar work that
is fresh and fun.

Also keeping a genre that is
chock full of same-old-same-old
acts interesting, Small Brown Bike
does the kind of emo that is
deserving of its name, which is
short for emotional. The vocals
and music certainly are that, but
it’s a gravelly, gritty, sharp edged
emotion delivered via crunchy
guitars and solid drums. 

The band, made up of brothers
and longtime friends are on tour
this month with Hot Water Music
and Leatherface hoping to show off
the progression they’ve made
since their inception in 1996.

Albany’s Skinless is also on tour
in support of their newest,

Foreshadowing Our Demise. The
death metal/grind outfit delivers
high-tension, chaotic, face stomp-
ing gross-core that is burly and
brutal. The lyrics add to the vio-
lent atmosphere the band creates,
but are sarcastic as well as nihilis-
tic. Easily recognized by the drip-
ping blood and guts logo, Skinless
will thrill some, amuse others and
utterly offend the musical sensi-
bilities of a good many.

Having laid low for several
years, Texas badasses, The Toadies,
are back with Hell Below/Stars
Above. The album is quite a depar-
ture from their first offering, but
still maintains that edgy, intense,
emotional rock that’s just this side
of creepy. 

Interscope is pushing this as an
album crafted in the spirit of older
musical works that sought to cre-
ate a specific mood and mindset
rather than the albums of today
with their hit songs and filler com-
binations. Maybe it is, but they’re
still searching for the perfect hit
to bring The Toadies back from
their hiatus and onto the air-
waves.

In a perhaps more ambitious
effort to dedicate the airwaves to
music that has long since been
ignored, Smithsonian Folkways
Recordings delivers Every Tone a
Testimony. 

The double disc set draws from
the Smithsonian collection to cre-
ate an audible history of the strug-
gles and triumphs of renowned
African American musicians, writ-
ers, and activists. 

Divided into seven sections
including, Oral Tradition,
Testimony Against Slavery,
Reconstruction and Repression,
Voices of Pride and Protest,
Sounds of 20th Century America,
Voices of Civil Rights and Black
Power and Contemporary African
American Voices, the collection
features such notables as Langston
Hughes, Sojourner Truth, Booker T.
Washington, Margaret Walker,
Gwendolyn Brooks, Muddy Waters,
Martin Luther King Jr., Angela Davis
and Ishmael Reed. ❍

BY EMILIE HARDMAN
STAFF WRITER

WALF MUSIC DIRECTOR
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DMB delivers solid set yet again

Dave Matthews and company have
done it again. 

They’ve teamed up with produc-
er Glen Ballard to create a posi-
tive, danceable, sometimes roman-
tic, upbeat album for the Dave
junkie in all of us. 

Their fourth studio CD,
Everyday, is a superb collection of
songs featuring Dave’s distinct and
familiar vocals, various guitar
openings and solos and excellent
drumbeats.

Everyday opens with the first
released single, “I Did It,” which
Dave himself has called the first in
a series of “doors, which will open
and guide people through the
album.”

Full of high-energy, punchy
lyrics, along with a theme of love
and a catchy chorus, “I Did It” is
the perfect opening for Everyday;
it has already received heavy air-
play from mainstream radio sta-
tions and MTV.

Following “I Did It” is “When
the World Ends,” a true Dave-
style love song, complete with sex-
ual innuendo and romantic images.

Giving the listener a double
treat of love songs, “The Space
Between” is set as track three. 

“The Space Between” opens
with a guitar chord reminiscent of
many of the alternative bands of
today and then becomes easily rec-
ognizable as Dave, sounding quite
similar to such songs as “Crash”
and “Crush.”

Track four, “Dreams of Our
Fathers,” opens with a guitar riff
reminiscent of the classic rock of
the 1970s, then progresses to a
musical treat the Police couldn’t
have done better themselves.

Fast-forwarding to track eight,
“Angel,” yet another love song, we
hear the sultry Leroi Moore on
saxophone; there is also some
beautiful but uncredited piano
work.

Fast forward yet again to track

11, “Mother Father,” Dave’s plea
to his parents to have them explain
why the world is the way it is. 

Carlos Santana is featured on
guitar here and I truly believe
Stevie Ray Vaughn and Jimi
Hendrix are applauding his work
from wherever their souls reside.

The album’s title track rounds
out the CD, featuring more of
Dave’s guitar handiwork, this time
on the acoustic. 

Like the other songs on the set,
“Everyday” opens in such a way
that the listener expects it to be a
song very different from the one
that it turns out to be.

This time, it opens with a gospel
choir singing “Pick me up love/
pick me up love/ every day” and
changes to Dave telling the listen-
er that all she needs is love. 

I thought I was going to be
deprived of that familiar high-
pitched, held out note with which I
have become so accustomed when
I listen to Dave until “Everyday”
was about half over. And then,
there it was.

I have to be honest, I wasn’t
going to keep this CD after I first
bought it. But I came to my senses
and realized this is definitely an
album worth listening to — you
guessed it — every day. ❍

BY JENNIFER KRISTIANSEN
DARKROOM MANAGER

Dave Matthews Band
Everyday

RCA

WWAALLFF  8899..77  ffmm::
Your 500 watt blowtorch
serving your rural sprawl
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Go easy on critiquing friend

Dear David: I have a friend who
has recently become very con-
frontational and critical. Lately,
it seems that most of what he
says is an attack and he’s never
afraid to point out something he
doesn’t like that I’m doing. How
can I let him know how irritating
this is without causing a huge
fight?
— A Concerned Friend

Dear Concerned Friend: It can be
very disconcerting if somebody
constantly harps on your faults.
Friends should be more tactful
than to focus only on the nega-
tive. I honestly don’t know why
your friend is behaving this way.
Let’s give him the benefit of the
doubt — he is, after all, your
friend — and assume that he has
good intentions. 

Although he’s not going about
it politely, maybe he genuinely
wants to make you a better per-
son by pointing out where you
can improve. He may think he’s
telling you something you need
to hear. In that case, your lashing
out at him would confuse him as
much as his critiques bother you,
and that won’t help at all. 

The next time he brings up a
shortcoming of yours, smile,
accept it, and thank him for
exposing something you never
noticed (even if you never
noticed it because he’s imagining
it). Then change the subject. 

This makes it clear that his
complaint has been registered,
and also that you don’t wish to
pursue it any further. If you
make him feel like he’s being
heard, then maybe he’ll stop com-
plaining so much. At least he
won’t gripe about you not listen-
ing.

Dear David: I’m 19, and I think
I’m smart and attractive.
Sometimes, a nice guy will ask
me for my phone number, which
is very flattering, but then he
doesn’t end up calling, and that
can be disheartening. What
scares guys away?
— Hurt and Confused

Dear Hurt and Confused: When a
guy asks for your number and
then fails to follow through with
it, that can be for a number of
reasons. Very seldom is it
because he finds something
wrong with you. It may have
taken all his nerve just to ask for
your number. Maybe he thinks
you’re too good for him, or
already dating someone. 

Or, it could be a conspiracy.
Have you ever taken an irritat-
ing phone call from an overbear-
ing telemarketer at an inoppor-

tune moment? It was probably
not long after you gave your
number to some “nice guy.”
Think about it. 

I could get into a lot of trouble,
or even killed, for what I’m about
to tell you. However, as an advice
columnist, I’m obligated to tell
the truth, so I’ll continue. 

Credit card companies, market
research outfits, and even long
distance service providers hun-
grily prey on fragile young
women like you. These corpora-
tions will do anything to gain
business, even if that means pay-
ing young men for matchbooks,
bits of notebook paper, or what-
ever your name and number are
written on. 

They even go so far as to hold
contests rewarding the most pro-
lific collectors, with lucrative
prizes going to the winners. I’ve
heard of people winning stereo
systems, sports tickets and even
new cars in exchange for the
phone numbers of smart, attrac-
tive women just like you. 

Always be careful who you
trust. Remember: behind every
“nice guy” may be a not-so-nice
telemarketer who will stop at
nothing to get you to switch long
distance services.  

David Fogelman’s “What Would
David Do?” column is a regular
feature in the Fiat Lux.
Questions can be sent to him by
e-mail at fogelmdj@alfred.edu or
at Powell Box 759.

W h a t
w o u l d
David Do?

BY DAVID FOGELMAN
ADVICE COLUMNIST

Awake up call for
telemarketers

Four mornings in a row, I was
dragged out of bed by phone calls
from telemarketers. I’m sure
you’ve all had it happen. Most of
the time, I give a polite “no
thanks” and hang up, but every-
one’s got a breaking point. I am
no different. This is the fourth
morning’s phone call, to the best
of my memory:

“Hello, may I please speak to
Kyle Torok?”

Speaking.
“Hello, Kyle, my name is

Martha, this is a courtesy call on
behalf of Relentless Credit
Company, how are you today?”

It’s only 8:00 in the morning.
“I’m glad to hear that. We’re

offering a special deal to first-
time credit card owners today, do
you already own a credit card,
Kyle?”

Are you the one who calls me
every morning, Martha? As
sweet as that is, I’d much rather
sleep in.

“No, sir, but I am prepared to
offer you a special credit card,
which will—”

I really have no use for a credit
card, Martha. Can I go back to
sleep?

“How do you make most of
your major purchases, Kyle?”

Cash. Or I wait until no one’s
looking. My coat has big pockets.

“Do you ever use a checking
service?”

No, I don’t trust banks.
“Where do you keep your

money?”
Coffee cans buried in the back

yard, or stuffed in a hole in the
wall.

“Well, what if your house

burned down, Kyle? Wouldn’t
you need a credit card?”

If my house burned down?
That might not be a bad idea. You
don’t call the homeless shelters,
do you?

“Well, let me propose a sce-
nario to you, Kyle. What if you
were —”

Do you hate your job, Martha?
“Er ... I’m really not supposed

to answer personal questions.”
Come on, it’s job related. You

hate it, don’t you?
“I enjoy my job as much as one

can enjoy any job.”
How can you enjoy your job,

when all you do is annoy and
aggravate people?

“Sir, the intent of Relentless
Credit Company is to provide
customers with a credit line,
which is especially useful in
financial emergencies —”

College students don’t have
many financial emergencies,
other than how much Beast they
can afford, and whether they can
manage to scrape together $2 in
quarters to wash their under-
wear. Do laundry machines take
credit?

“I really don’t know, sir.”
Sir? I thought we were on a

first name basis, Martha.
“Whichever you’d prefer, sir.”
Are you starting to get

annoyed, Martha? You sound
aggravated.

“I’m really not supposed to
answer —”

‘—personal questions, sir.’ Do
you hate your job yet?

A long pause. “Sir, I can see
you’re not interested in a credit
card with Relentless Credit
Company at this time.”

Martha, I don’t like the sound
of that. Are you dumping me? Is
the magic over?

“Thank you for your time, and
good day.”

Okay, Martha, see you tomor-
row. ❍

Observations
on

stuff

BY KYLE TOROK
CAMPUS OBSERVER

Mug and me: a true love story

Last May, I finally arrived at the
ever so elusive age of 21. One of
my immediate goals was to
acquire an Alex’s mug as soon as
possible. I soon discovered that
Alex’s does not sell mugs in the
summer, so I was out of luck until
the fall.

First week of the semester, I
finally got my first Alex’s mug. I
took her home, I carefully bathed
and cleaned her, picked out the
crème de la crème of my favorite
stickers to decorate her and
applied them with the utmost
care. She looked so gorgeous in
her pretty new stickers that I
decided to take her out on the
town.

We made the swift journey to
Alex’s and proceeded to begin our
bonding process. We became quite
close, so I took her to the other
bar in town, Gentlemen Jim’s.
Unfortunately, her kind isn’t wel-
comed in GJ’s, so I left her by the

door. A short while later, I discov-
ered that someone else had taken
her home. I got extremely upset
and tried to find her. Alas, she was
gone.

Eventually I took someone
else’s mug home. My new mug
and I never really hit it off, and
one fateful night I killed her. I got
drunk and threw her off of a man-
lift about 100 feet down into the
sidewalk where she perished.

A few weeks later, I finally
bought another mug. I adorned
her with a special sticker that I
had been saving for a long time. I
took her out on the town for a few
hours and we had a great time. 

We became really close immedi-
ately, and eventually I brought
her home. I set her down for two
seconds while I went to the bath-
room. While I was in the bath-
room, I heard a loud smash. I ran
out of the bathroom to see my
new mug in a million pieces on the
floor. I grieved for months over
my lost.

Finally, I received a new mug

for Christmas and I vowed to
never let anything happen to her.
I bought her some beautiful new
stickers and handle decorations. 

We had a great time the first
few times out, and I thought this
one’s a keeper. I take care of her
and she takes care of me, and we
lived happily ever after. ❍

BY MIKE KOEPPEL
GUEST COLUMNIST

By John ScannellOing
Fiat Funnies
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Attention: Men!
Earn quick, easy cash!

Collect women s phone num-
bers for fun and profit!

555-7000 (ask for Dave)
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Founders’ Day Opening Ceremony 
8 a.m., tomorrow, in Alumni Hall 

Join Omicron Delta Kappa in the recreation of the arrival of founder
Bethuel Church to Alfred. Refreshments will be served.

Classroom Visits 
8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in various classrooms 

Bethuel Church and Amos Coon visit various classrooms seeking
students to fill our first class and discuss the founding of the Alfred
Academy. 

Historic Walking Tours of Alfred 
10:45 a.m. and 1:15 p.m. starting in Powell Campus Center lobby 

Join Tom and Margaret Rasmussen for an historic walking tour of
Alfred. 

Founders’ Lunch 
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. in Ade and Powell Dining Halls 

Specialty foods dating back to 1836 will be served .

Special Bergren Forum 
12:15 p.m. in Nevins Theater

Interim Provost Susan Strong and University Archivist Laurie
McFadden journey back in time with their lecture detailing the
founding of our institution.

Horse and Buggy Rides 
Throughout campus from 1:15-2:30 p.m.

Ride to class in a horse and buggy. 

Pioneer Era of Our County
2 p.m. in Nevins Theater

County historian Craig Braack discusses the history of early settlers
of Western New York and Allegany County

The Founders’ Baseball Game 
4 p.m. on Merrill Field 

Enjoy Alfred’s first sport, featuring the AU Baseball Club. 

Remembrance Celebration 
6 p.m. in Powell Campus Center 

Alfred community is welcome to attend this event which allows each
of us to remember those important to us who may be gone but not
forgotten Sponsored by the Counseling and Student Development
Center. 

Alfred in 1836: A Social Revue 
8 p.m. at Alfred’s First Seventh Day Baptist Church 

A presentation of music, speeches, and plays which pay tribute to
our founders and those important to Alfred’s history. 

Founders’ Day Reception 
9:15 p.m. at Union University Church Center 

Please join Omicron Delta Kappa and all other contributors as we
close our day of celebration with some refreshments and conversa-
tion.

Today

Pre-Founders’ Day

Activities 

Founders’ Day Trivia
6-6:30 p.m. in Nevins Theater

Win big prizes by answering questions about

Alfred’s past. 

Old Alfred Films By Nevins
6:30-7:30 p.m. in Nevins Theater

Come check out the old footage of Alfred

University created by the theater’s namesake.

Alfred University
celebrates

Founders’ Day
Thursday, March 22, 2001

The Alfred Select School was founded
in 1836 when Amos West Coon, age
eighteen, invited Bethuel Cooley
Church to come to Alfred and create a
select school. Founders’ Day cele-
brates this historic event and the even-
tual creation of Alfred University.

Bethuel Church was a man with a plan when founded Alfred Select School
in 1836. The Select School would become Alfred University. 
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Fulbrights offer international education to AU
When you think of post-gradu-
ate work, do you think of study-
ing art in Florence, researching
African history on the Ivory
Coast or teaching English to
high schoolers in Korea? 

The Fulbright U.S. Student
Program annually helps hun-
dreds of graduating seniors
pursue independent research,
university study and assistant-
ships across the world. 

AU students have faced stiff
competition in applying for
Fulbrights, and have done
remarkably well, said Paul
Strong, professor of English. In
four years, seven AU students
won grants to study in Japan,
the Czech Republic, Cyprus,
Finland and Canada. 

One student who applied for a
Fulbright in Israel did not
receive the award, but instead
ended up with a direct grant
from the institute to pursue his
proposed study. 

This year, an AU MFA stu-
dent is a Fulbright finalist
whose goal is to study glass in
Murano, Italy.

Each applicant chooses a spe-
cific research topic, a country in
which to study and a university
or institution that can ade-

quately support the applicant’s
project. 

One of the key factors in
obtaining a Fulbright is making
careful decisions as to what
country to propose study in, and
what university or institution to
contact. According to Strong,
“You have to answer the ques-
tion, ‘why can’t you do that
work here?’ ” 

Students’ Fulbright applica-
tions are first put before an AU
committee, consisting of
Strong, Professor of
Mathematics Rob Williams,
Assistant Vice President for
Information Services Lana
Meissner, Assistant Professor
of Art Theory Beth Ann Dobie
and Professor of Sociology Marc
Olshan. Applicants are rated by
this committee on a scale of one
to four, but are not in competi-
tion with each other yet. 

The committee’s consensus is
sent to the Fulbright organiza-
tion, whose own committee con-
sists of three people who “often
disagree more than Clarence
Thomas and Ruth Bader
Ginsberg,” according to Strong. 

Strong observed the
Fulbright committee’s consider-
ation process, where he realized
that mostly the top students
from top colleges are being con-
sidered. He emphasized that it

all comes down to the students
making the right choices as far
as what country to study in and
what kind of proposal to make. 

Said Strong, “Just applying
for a Fulbright helps students
think through their goals and
articulate them more clearly.” 

AU graduate Michael
Pellicciotti, class of 2000,
echoed this sentiment. 

“The Fulbright application is

very time consuming but allows
you to really think about what
you enjoy studying and what
you have in mind for career
objectives,” he said

Pellicciotti now studies rural
economic development at
Brandon University in 
Manitoba, Canada: “The experi-
ence so far has been enjoyable

— I have learned a lot about the
many similarities between the
United States and Canada and
the subtle differences that
make us independent nations
and people. Most important, the
Fulbright has allowed me to
receive a new perspective on
the United States, our foreign
policies and our values.” 

According to the guidebook
published by the Fulbright pro-
gram, the exploration of cultur-
al differences and development
of a more global perspective are
some of the ultimate goals of
Fulbright-sponsored study in
any field. 

The international nature of
the program requires a serious
commitment to dealing with the
interactions of different cul-
tures. In many cases, students
undergo intensive orientation
and language training before
leaving to study abroad. 

For those students consider-
ing applying for a Fulbright,
both Strong and Pellicciotti
stressed the importance of get-
ting an early start. 

According to Pellicciotti,
“Anyone who feels that an
international education would
benefit them should consider
applying. The Fulbright
Scholarship is a blessing to
those who want to learn about

other cultures and are willing to
contribute to mutual under-
standing among nations. 

“Students should begin the
process early, probably around
the spring of their junior year,
they should realize that many
times the particular school and
program to which they are
applying requires more thought
and research than the country
selected. Students should also
start the application early and
make sure they have a contact
from the host country abroad
before their senior year.” 

Strong noted that beginning
serious work on a Fulbright
application must happen in the
spring of your junior year, as
application consideration begins
in early fall (usually around Oct.
1) of senior year. 

Many Fulbright recipients go
on to prestigious schools or use
the Fulbright as leverage in
getting a Marshall or Rhodes
scholarship, Strong added. AU
graduate Alexis Diamond, class
of 1997, was accepted to gradu-
ate school at Harvard
University after finishing
Fulbright study in Canada. 

Also, while Fulbrights are
generally slated for one year of
study, it is not uncommon for
students to arrange an exten-
sion of their time abroad. ❍

BY SARAH GUARIGLIA
A & E EDITOR

Forget the popcorn. AU’s
spring production of Dr.
Faustus by Christopher
Marlowe has all of the elements
of the must-see movie block-
buster. The timeless struggle
between good and evil. A large
cast of complex characters.
Terror with a splash of comedy.  

“The intensity makes you
want to gasp,” said senior Joe
Miller, who plays the title role. 

The last time AU’s
Performing Arts Department
produced Dr. Faustus was in
1950. If a college theater pro-
gram does a tragedy, they usu-
ally choose Shakespeare,
explained director Becky
Prophet. However, if they
decide on a Marlowe play, it is
almost always Dr. Faustus.  

In order to communicate the
timelessness of Marlowe’s mes-
sage and speak to a more mod-
ern audience, the costumes and
setting have been updated. The
time transfer advances Faustus
340 years from 1588 as a theolo-
gian in London to a German sci-
entist trying to split the atom in
1928. 

In the play, Dr. Faustus signs

a contract with the devil to
exchange his soul for 24 years of
wealth and prosperity. The
good angel, played by freshman
Chanel Huston, and the bad
angel, played by sophomore
Tara Rosado, battle for
Faustus’s soul. 

A cast of over 30 includes
both human and supernatural
characters.

The personalities of the char-
acters in Dr. Faustus are hard-
er to grasp than the everyday
characters in other plays, said
junior Danielle Di Pillo who
plays Mephistopheles, an assis-
tant to the devil. The challenge
of playing Faustus, said Miller,
is making the acting believable. 

The seven deadly sins are
personified in Act II. Each
actor must develop a personali-
ty for qualities that are viewed
often only as symbols.

Even with the horror of eter-
nal damnation, the play does
have its comic moments.
However, the comedy contrasts
so sharply with the terror as to
make the terror more intense,
said Di Pillo. 

The show runs at 7p.m. from
April 4 through April 7 in CD
Smith Theatre. ❍

Performing Arts
prepares Faustus

BY ASHLEY BRENON
STAFF WRITER

(U-WIRE) PROVIDENCE, R.I. —
Some 200 students attended a
standing room-only lecture at
Brown University to hear
“Sexology 101,” given by
Tristan Taormino on Tuesday
night. Telling the audience, “we
do a lot through sex,”
Taormino’s lecture covered a
variety of topics, including
female ejaculation, anal sex and
sex toys. 

“I want you all to leave here
and get what you want from sex
every single time,” she said.
“Many people don’t have a clue
as to what they want or what
really turns them on.” 

While working in the New
York City sex store Toys in
Babeland, she realized that
“you can’t just sell people stuff
and not tell them how to use it.” 
This launched her career of sex
workshops and lectures. 

“Sex is an inexpensive form
of therapy and is better than
any job,” she said. 

The lecture was interactive,
with audience members fre-
quently asking questions and
applauding. 

“Masturbation is the key to
everything,” Taormino advised.
“There is really only one person
with the key to your pleasure
and that’s you.” 

She urged audience members
to get in touch with their own
sexuality “or else you will never
reach the next step.

“There was a time when peo-
ple thought that all you had to
do was put two people in a room
and let nature take its course,”
she said. “That time is over.” 

Commenting on how many
people are not very knowledge-
able about their bodies, she
used a vulva puppet to give a

lesson on female anatomy. 
“The clitoris is a very sensi-

tive nub of flesh which contains
7,000 nerve endings,” she
explained. “There is no equiva-
lent in the male body.” 

“It’s not only men who don’t
know about the female body, it’s
women too,” she said. 

Taormino wanted to dispel
the myth that women can’t ejac-
ulate, “a fact which is often left
out of sex education and health
classes.” 

She explained how fluid gets

released from the urethra and
shoots out, but said the quanti-
ty depends on the particular
woman. 

“Many women feel that they
are urinating, but in fact they
are not,” she said. 

Taormino then moved on to
explain her “favorite subject,”
anal sex. 

“Most of us have grown up
with a negative idea of our
asses, in that it is somehow
naughty or deviant and should-
n’t be touched or played with,”
she said. 

Calling the anus “one of the
most overlooked erogenous
zones in our bodies,” Taormino
explained that desire is the
number one ingredient for anal
sex. 

“You have to really want to
do it but shouldn’t pressure
someone if they don’t want to,”
she said. She cautioned that it is
easy to hurt someone, “so you

have to do it right.” 
Foreplay was one of the tech-

niques Taormino elaborated on. 
“A frequent complaint I hear
from women is that sex doesn’t
have to last for 10 minutes, so
foreplay is very important,” she
said. 

She recommended using
lubricant because “a lot of the
pain people feel is from too
much friction and not enough
lube.” 

Explaining how she thinks
there should be a can of lubri-
cant on everyone’s bedside
table, Taormino cautioned
against using oil or vegetable-
based compounds because of the
risk of yeast infection. 

“There is a myth that when
women get wet they are really
aroused, but this is not neces-
sarily the case,” she said. 

Taormino also recommended
using sex toys. 

“I personally have spent over
$10,000 in sex toys,” she said.
“We should use everything that
we have to make our sex lives
better. 

Every woman should own a
vibrator, Taormino said,
because “it gives consistent
stimulation, better than any
person.” 

Some male members of the
audience asked how to tell if a
woman was having an orgasm. 

“There are certain verbal and
visible cues like an increase in
heart and breathing rate that
you should look out for,” she
said. “You should just ask,
because no matter how experi-
enced you are you can’t tell just
by looking at them.” 

Taormino is the author of The
Ultimate Guide to Anal Sex for
Women and is the sex columnist
for the Village Voice. She also
has appeared on the Howard
Stern Show and MTV’s
Loveline. ❍

Voice writer sexes up Brown U.
BY ANDY GOLODNY
BROWN DAILY HERALD

BROWN U.

“The Fulbright
Scholarship is a bless-
ing to those who want
to learn about other

cultures and are will-
ing to contribute to

mutual understanding
among nations”

— Pellicciotti, ’00

“There is really
only one person
with the key to
your pleasure,

and that’s you.”
— Tristan Taormino

Fiat Lux:
We sold our soul

long ago!



Fiat SportsTerrence O’Conner Tournament

Starts noon, Saturday, Merrill Field

Men s Lacrosse Today

Women’s Lacrosse

4 p.m. vs. Ithaca, Merrill Field

Saxons 1-1 to start, look for more success
Despite a disappointing 11-10
loss in overtime to Roanoke
College in its season opener
March 11 in Orlando, Fla., the
Alfred University men’s lacrosse
team has every hope of being suc-
cessful this year.

With only four returning
seniors, R.J. Dawson, Joe
DiDomenico, Joe Puma and
George Eason, the Saxons have a
fairly young team, but also a
large core of players returning
from last year.

“We have experience and we
can have a successful season if we
work hard both on and off the
field,” Head Coach Preston
Chapman said, “and so far the
players are going above and
beyond. They work hard in the
weight room as well as on the
playing field.”

After last year’s disappointing
season, which Chapman attribut-
es largely to struggles in defen-
sive play, he is focusing on a
stronger defense and higher rate
of winning face-offs. 

“In order to be successful this
year we need to play better
defensively,” said Chapman.  

Down 10-9 going into the final
period, the Saxons scored once to
tie, and shut out Roanoke in the
fourth period, sending the game
into overtime. Roanoke went on
to win in overtime, but Chapman
said he “saw much improvement
over last year’s defense down in
Orlando.” 

When asked about his better
outlook for the 2001 season,
Chapman pointed out “this year’s
team is better because of team
attitude and individual effort.
The players are working hard
and working together.

“It takes teamwork to have a
successful sports season and the
team chemistry is considerably
better this year than last year,”
said Chapman. 

The team cruised to an 18-1
victory in its home opener last
Friday against Keuka. The
Saxons return to the field
Saturday for the Terrence
O’Conner tournament. ❍

BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND
STAFF WRITER

MEN’S LACROSSE

PHOTO BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND

Senior George Eason, left, runs through a drill during a recent practice at Merrill Field.

COLUMN

Value is in the cards

I haven’t collected baseball cards
for years. I stopped around the
advent of the Upper Deck and
Stadium Club brands. That is
when collecting cards became a
business rather than a hobby.

I was recently standing in line
at a convenience store, and spot-
ted a box of cards on the counter.
It had been so long since I
bought a pack so I decided to do
it for old time’s sake. As I cashed
out, my bill was about three dol-
lars higher than I had intended it
to be. I got to my car and
unwrapped the pack. What I
found inside was completely for-
eign to me.

Eight glossy cards with flashy
colors and crazy designs
emerged from underneath the
foil wrapper. Three bucks? I paid
three bucks for eight cards, and I
didn’t even get any gum? Then, I
remembered why my dad, my
brother and I stopped collecting.
Baseball cards had turned into
big business.

My fondest memories were of
days when twelve cards cost 50
cents, and they came in wax
packs, not foil. Inside, the cards
where grainy with residue from
the pink piece of bubble gum that
floated in the middle of the pack
someplace. 

For a period of time I hated a
pitcher named John Smiley. I had
so many John Smiley cards that I
started using them for book-
marks, but all the Smiley’s in the
world were worth accumulating
when you finally saw a Brett,
Gooden, Puckett, Ripken or
McGwire emerge from the pile.

My friends and I used to sit
around and trade for our favorite
players. 

Me, I love the Mets. I bleed
blue and orange, so every
Mattingly, Canseco, Dawson,

Sandberg and Winfield were
worth trading to get a Carter,
Dykstra, Strawberry, Darling,
Cone, Knight or my favorite, Doc
Gooden. That was when cards
where the cardboard representa-
tion of all my heroes. I think I
had the statistics memorized off
the back of my favorite players’
cards.

My dad, my brother and I used
to collect each year’s set from the
packs. That was the fun of buy-
ing baseball cards: the search.
The better players had fewer
cards produced, so when you
where almost done, you could
spend weeks buying packs in
order to just get that one super-
star that always eluded you.
Then, once the set was complete,
we spent time trying to find
replacements to the cards that
where off centered or that had
bent corners. Our sets had to be
mint.

I didn’t just collect cards. I col-
lected my heroes. I always want-
ed to hit homers with a giant leg
kick like Daryl Strawberry, or
strike out Barry Bonds with my
“Lord Charles” like number 16,
Doc Gooden. 

Collecting cards was less
about their monetary worth and
more about their sentimental
value. It was about the awe they
inspired, and the smell and feel
of the cards.

My dad is even more reminis-
cent than I. He revels in the days
that a pack of Topps baseball
cards was only a nickel.
Obviously, I don’t remember that
time, but it is scary that I can be
this nostalgic at the age of 20. 

Ironically, I actually believe
that athletes should make as
much money as they do.
However, I also remember when
the game used to be just that, a
game, and I kind of miss those
days. ❍

BY BENJAMIN LEE
SPORTS EDITOR

Alfred a national skiing power 

Last month, senior Conor Walsh
predicted in these pages that the
AU men’s alpine ski team could be
in the top 10 nationally.

You might want him to pick
your lottery numbers from now
on.

The AU men’s ski team when to
the national championships, held
at Bogus Basin, Idaho, and came
back with a number 10 right next
to their name in the national
standings.

“[The top 10 finish] is no longer
theoretical,” Walsh said. “We
showed [other teams] and we
have one more year. We can do
better.”

Indeed, the men’s squad loses
only senior Mike Koepell. Koepell
said that this year’s finish was not
the worst way to go out.

“It’s definitely the best we’ve
ever done,” he said. He added that
the team’s depth helped the squad
get its high finish.

“People that haven’t scored big
[this year] stepped up and helped
us out,” Koepell said.

At the meet, Walsh took home
AU’s best individual performance,
finishing 30th in the slalom and
38th in the giant slalom.

Junior Tylan Calcagni turned in
strong performances as did junior
Cody Washburn and sophomore
Conor Kell.

The AU women’s team didn’t
fare too badly, either, coming in 16
of 20. Despite placing 18th overall
in the giant slalom, the women
came back to place 13th in the
slalom. This result comes despite
an injury to junior Becky Van
Overbake, one of the team’s lead-
ers. Van Overbake took the trip
though bothered by an ankle
injury. Once on the slopes, though,
it was clear the best individual
performer on the team through-
out the year would be unable to
ski.

“It was tough [to lose Van
Overbake],” said sophomore
Chrisi Botens. “I gave her credit
for just getting out and trying it
out. She helped us get there. We
couldn’t have been [at nationals]
without her.”

It’s fair to say Botens dealt with
the problem well. The sophomore
from Cuba, N.Y. turned in the
best individual performance for
the women’s side, placing 32nd in
the slalom.

Overall, Botens is pleased with
the team’s performance this year.

“It was a really good season,”
she said. “We lost some people at
end due to injuries and still pulled
together.

“Just getting [to nationals] is an
accomplishment. We should be
proud of that.”

The women’s team loses only
Jen Titus and Charity Lord. The
squad should be strong again next
year.

Walsh said he feels that the
men’s squad could even improve
on this year’s effort next year. He
added that if some colleges didn’t
boast World Cup-level skiers from
abroad, AU might have even been
up a notch or two on the list.

However, AU’s ability to com-
pete with such high-level competi-
tion makes AU one of the nation’s
premier skiing schools, Walsh
said.

“We were in the top 10 of the 20
best schools in the country,” he
said. “There are 150 schools com-
peting nationwide. That’s pretty
good.”

Koepell and Botens echoed this
opinion.

Koepell said he’s happy to leave
on this note.

“I don’t think we could have
asked for anything more,” Koepell
said. ❍

BY JAY WEISBERGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

ALPINE SKIING

Spring season on horizon for club

The Alfred University women’s
rugby team is gearing up for their
spring season.

“We lost a lot of good players
through graduation, but we have a
lot of new players,” said junior co-
captain Mary Ball.

The team is composed of thirty
veterans and roughly fifteen new-
comers. Over the course of the
spring season the team will play
four games against St.
Bonaventure, Ithaca, Brockport,
RIT and Alfred rugby alumni on

April 21.
“This is the first year that we

have enough alumni to play
against them. We are really excit-
ed,” said Ball.

The rugby team uses the spring
season as a conditioning period in
preparation for the fall season.
Alfred’s captains have made it
mandatory that the players lift and
go to the gym three times a week.
The team trains in Davis Gym
every weekend until the snow
thaws, and then they practice out-
doors.

“The minute the snow melts we
are outside despite the mud. It is
too bad. We are actually in better
shape during the spring, but there
is not enough time to train every-
one in the fall,” said junior co-cap-
tain Alicia Colbertson.

The Alfred rugby team belongs
to a rugby union that schedules the
games for the fall season. Those
games actually count toward their
record, and the union does not
sanction spring, so the games are
more like scrimmages.

“This is our semester to build
skills, and get up to par for the
fall,” said Colbertson. ❍

BY BENJAMIN LEE
SPORTS EDITOR

CLUB WOMEN’S RUGBY
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