
The increasing rates for AU stu-
dents infected with the sexually
transmitted disease chlamydia are
cause for alarm, according to AU
Health Center Director Rosetta
Brown-Greaney. 

“I think that it’s scary,” said St.
James Hospital Infection Control
Nurse Linda Henshaw. “Obviously
people aren’t using protection.”

Any sex-
ually active
person can
b e c o m e
i n f e c t e d
w i t h
chlamydia,
because it is
a bacterial
i n f e c t i o n
s p r e a d
t h r o u g h
sexual con-
tact with an
i n f e c t e d
person. 
According
to the New
York State
Department
of Health,
chlamydia is
one of the
most com-
mon sexual-
ly transmit-
t e d
d i s e a s e s ,
i n f e c t i n g
r o u g h l y
three mil-
lion people

annually in the United States. 
Only two cases of chlamydia at

AU were reported to the Health
Center in the 2000-2001 school
year. However, four cases have
been reported just during the fall
2001 semester. 

“I think people are definitely in a
state of denial, that it’s not going to
happen to them,” said Henshaw.
“They need to realize that if they
can get chlamydia, they can get
HIV.”

Nearly 80 percent of infected
women and 40 percent of infected
men do not experience any symp-
toms of infection, according to the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases.

Symptoms in men can include
discharge from the penis and burn-
ing during urination. For women,
vaginal discharge, persistent
stomach pain, low-grade fever or

“Our nation is at war, our econo-
my is in recession and the civi-
lized world faces unprecedented
dangers. Yet the state of our
union has never been stronger.”

President George W. Bush
offered these words of encour-
agement to the American peo-
ple on the night of his first
State of the Union Address.
The speech came almost five
months after the United States
suffered its most deadly home-
land attack.

In the 45-minute address,
Bush outlined three lofty goals:
win the war on terrorism, pro-
tect the homeland and revive a
faltering economy. 

Bush called for “the largest
increase in defense spending in
two decades,” for the simple
reasons that the U.S. military
deserves the best weapons,
equipment and training coupled
with an additional pay raise.

Not since the Ronald Reagan
administration has a federal
budget paid this much attention
to national and homeland
defense. The president stated
that over $30 million a day goes
into the war effort and the pos-
sibility of future operations
only increases the need for
extra funding. Much of the
extra funding will also go to
improving aging aircraft and
precision weaponry.

By stating the belief that
“America is no longer protected
by vast oceans,” Bush intro-
duced his doubling of funds for
homeland security. The four key
areas the president touched on
were bioterrorism, emergency
response, airport and border
security and improved intelli-
gence.

Developing vaccines to battle
anthrax and other diseases as
well as additional resources to
aid in the training of police offi-
cers and firefighters were at
the forefront of Bush’s budget
proposals. The president
argued that these two areas of
concern will ultimately make
the nation stronger as public
health and safer neighborhoods
will come about simultaneously.

House Minority Leader Dick
Gephardt, who gave the
Democratic response to the
Address, reaffirmed his party’s
support of the president with
the war on terror and homeland
issues. However, he refused to
believe that the parties “should
stand toe-to-toe on the econo-
my.”

The Democrat called for pro-
tecting social security from the
risks of privatization, a univer-
sal pension system for all work-
ers and a new tax break which
would make the first $10,000 of
schooling expenses deductible.

Bush, however, stated his
intentions of revitalizing the

Being a female rabbi is difficult;
being a lesbian rabbi proves to
be even more challenging.
However, these circumstances
are exactly what Rabbi Linda
Holtzman has battled for over
20 years.

Holtzman, associate profes-
sor of practical rabbinics at the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical
College, recently spoke to
Alfred University students on
gay and lesbian issues in the
Jewish community.

“There are lots of ways to be
Jewish,” Holtzman stated as
she detailed her belief that not
everyone should adhere to
strict rules of conformity; there
should be an immense diversity
surrounding the Jewish commu-
nity.

Holtzman related that God,
Israel and the Torah make up
the three pillars of Judaism.
The Torah is made up of the five
books of the Old Testament.

The RRC practices a
Reconstructionist view of
Judaism in which the words of
the Torah are searched for.
Essentially, reconstructionism
is a movement in which each
and every Torah text is “looked

at through contemporary lens-
es” and unethical parts are
changed to fit present view-
points, explained Holtzman.

Reconstructionism differs

from the more traditional
Orthodox Judaism where a
supernatural God gave the
Torah to the people of Israel.
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New building to
add rental spaces 

The face of Alfred’s Main Street
will look a bit different when
students return to school in
August, as a local property
owner is constructing a new
apartment building.

Landlord Heidi Brown, who
is behind the project, said that
the new building would offer 30
apartments and two commercial
spaces for businesses.

Anyone on Main Street
recently can plainly see a new
project is in the works at 38 N.
Main Street, as workers make
progress on the building. The
house that previously occupied
the site was torn down last year
to make way for the new struc-
ture.

Brown said the apartments
will be ready for the beginning
of the new school year, and they
will offer many amenities for
the target market of college
students.

First is proximity. Brown
stated that the structure is “23
steps from campus” making
these off-campus students not
too far from campus.

The apartments will be fur-
nished and will feature high-
speed Internet and cable access,
a dishwasher and individual
heat controls. The building will
have a sprinkler system and a
laundry room.

But while this mix of studio,
two-bedroom and three-bed-
room apartments sounds entic-
ing, is there a need for addition-
al housing in Alfred?

Brown believes there is.
Already a large landlord in the
area, Brown currently owns
nine properties in the area and
said there are always more
inquiries from prospective
renters than there is space.

Also, there is a “niche for this
kind of housing,” said Brown,
which she markets as “luxury
apartments” because of the
added amenities usually seen
only on campus.

So, will the new building
tempt students who currently
live on-campus?

“Whenever you add a beauti-
ful new building, that is attrac-
tive to students,” said Brenda
Porter, director of Residence
Life. 

BY JASON PILARZ
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Spending needed to revive U.S.
COLUMN

So, did this past holi-
day season seem a lot
more slow, calm and
quiet than past years
to you?

It certainly did for me. I sup-
pose I wasn’t too surprised, but
when I didn’t have to fight some
lady for a pair of shoes on sale, I
thought that quite odd. See, there
just weren’t enough shopping and
perusing in malls to do so. 

There’s no use jumping around
it; we are in an economic hole and
no one can afford to do any spend-
ing.

Certainly, that is the problem.
Without people shopping and
buying, our economy is dragging.

Maybe President George W.
Bush isn’t so far off when he is
pushing for a permanent tax cut
to encourage people to splurge a
bit and use that extra bit of cash
they’re getting back.

It’s a bit of an investment, but
we really need to start spending
money again, so that money can
be circulated, so that businesses
will have customers, so that peo-
ple will
still have their jobs, so that
employers can start to hire again
— yes, I am graduating this May.
My point is being careful with

your savings is smart. Being fru-
gal isn’t helping anyone. 

Over winter break it occurred
to me that we could all do our
share in pumping some cash into
the economy. In fact, Alfred
University did their share.

The Career Development
Center along with Tom Young,
class of 1992, organized this year’s
Alfred University Alumni
Networking Night in New York
City. Traditionally, the network-
ing night is held at the workplace
of an alumnus/alumnae. However,
this year, Young chose to host this
event at Beckett’s Bar and Grill
in downtown Manhattan, an area
that has been suffering severely
due to the lack of business since
Sept. 11. And it was for that very
reason, he decided to host the
event at Beckett’s. So, who came
out the loser in this deal? No one;
the students and alumni mingled
at this fine establishment, while
Beckett’s and its employees saw
some business they haven’t seen
for over four months.

Another example I noticed was
the opening of the Viewing
Platform at the World Trade
Center site. With the increased
influx of supporters and visitors
arriving to the platform to pay
their respects, the line to get onto
the platform extended over eight
blocks. So, a new system was

implemented. Viewers picked up
tickets and the tickets stated the
time the viewers should return to
the platform. The time was usual-
ly two to three hours later. 

Interestingly enough, not only
did this new system help alleviate
the wait and crowds; it also
allowed for the waiting viewers
to stroll through south
Manhattan, peruse through the
shops and eat at the restaurants
downtown.

I never though I’d say this, but
you have to love the tourists.
New York City is definitely stay-
ing strong with the support of
other Americans flying in to visit
its attractions.

And yes, as my housemate
often points out to me, we are in
Alfred, N.Y. not New York, N.Y.
But there shouldn’t be any reason
why our spending should be limit-
ed to just in New York City. The
economy in all of America is going
through a recession and is suffer-
ing. There is no reason why we
cannot get on the Internet and
order some gifts for our family
and friends. Valentine’s Day is
coming up isn’t it? 

See, I knew I wasn’t just frivo-
lously spending money all these
years to upkeep my addictive
shopping habit; I was just doing
my share to keep the economy
running. ❍

BY JUDY TSANG
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor: 

My thoughts and prayers are with
you and the University’s students
concerning our distinguished pro-
fessor Gail Walker. 

Your decision to incorporate her
letter in the latest edition of the
Fiat Lux was an important one. In
doing so, you provided Alfred
University at large with another
opportunity to see what “Alfred” is
all about. 

It is our collective humanism

that sets us apart. It transcends all
ages; it re-establishes the bonds
that we Alfredians experienced
during our time on campus. Gail
has shown us in words the miracle
of courage, determination and
grace that we all experienced at
Alfred. Her story will continue to
evolve, but in it are the roots of
what you and your fellow students
will leave with when you exit our
campus.

Someday when you return, sto-
ries such as Gail’s will stand tall in

your collective Alfred experience
to aim high and in some way help
our fellow humankind. Your own
courage to transcend the typical
college newspaper coverage and
share with us Gail’s letter speaks
volumes about you and your staff,
and is in the end a part of Gail’s
message. God bless Gail and all of
you and thanks. 

Sincerely,
Bob McComsey ‘66
Chairman Board of Trustees.

All-night study area
worth exploring
As the work on Kanakadea Hall and Binns-Merrill Hall wind down,
AU’s construction zeal sets its sights on Herrick Memorial Library.

The new construction project offers the perfect opportunity to pro-
vide something absent from Alfred that is sorely needed.

No, not more parking, but an all-night study area.
This issue has been a hot topic of discussion recently. There is

nowhere on campus — or off campus for that matter — dedicated as a
quiet area for study available to students at all times.

The main stumbling block to a 24-hour study area has been a lack of
a place for it. The area needs to be self-sustaining, with its own bath-
rooms and outside entrance. It would have to be an area that could be
left unlocked at all hours and largely unmonitored.

In the past, the response to this proposal was that there simply was-
n’t a good place to put it.  This argument is no longer valid, as the ren-
ovation of Herrick allows for such a study area to be specially built for
this purpose.

University President Charles Edmondson has reportedly taken up
the cause, asking that the possibility of an all-night study area be con-
sidered when planning Herrick’s facelift, and many others believe such
a proposal is worthwhile.

So, why is an all-night study area so important? Well, at an institu-
tion whose main focus is higher education, there is no designated area
where students can go at all hours to study. You can easily find pizza at
4 a.m., but not a place to study.

As many of us know, it is sometimes necessary to cram for that test
or work on that paper at the last minute. And, with noisy roomates, it’s
not always possible to do that in your room.

So, as part of an upgrade of the campus’s educational facilities, it is
only natural that an all-night study area be included to allow students
to pursue their academic mission to the best of their abilities.  ❍

Support needed for
campus activities
Barely a week into the new semester, AU was spoiled with the visit
of the up-and-coming band, The Roots. 

Needless to say, the concert blew the campus away in its live per-
formance. The essence of the band, many say, cannot be captured on
a record. It needs to be experienced live.

However, some of the campus missed out on the experience due
to weak reasoning such as “I don’t know the band,” “I need to go out
and party,” etc.

Does it really matter that you do not know a particular band to
enjoy a great musical performance? How do most people begin
admiring musical acts anyway?  From seeing them performing,
whether it is opening for another band or at an event. 

Besides, if the large act scheduled to perform on campus does not
receive any support — both financially and in attendance — you
lose in the end, not Student Activities Board.

Without money to pay for the Roots, it would not be possible for
SAB to bring other musical acts you want to see.

It is important to show your support for the students and staff
who provide bands, comedians and other entertainment every day
of the week, usually at no extra charge to you. AU stands apart
from other schools, because it is not a typical “suitcase college,” in
which there is nothing to do on the weekends but go home.

AU provides many alternative activities for its students.
Considering the hundreds of dollars tacked on to every student’s
tuition bill for student activities, it seems ridiculous and wasteful to
not partake in at least a few of the activities offered. ❍

COLUMN

Pros don’t belong in Olympics

This month, being a
professional hockey
player is a pretty good
deal. Not only do you
collect an annual salary

probably in the millions, but you
also get to take most of February
off.

That’s right. Between the All-
Star Break this weekend and the
Olympic sojurn in a couple of
weeks, National Hockey League
players get 16 vacation days,
unless you’re really good and get
to play in the All-Star Game or
Olympics.

While the four-day All-Star
Break has been an annual rite for
years, the longer stoppage for
Olympic play began four years ago
for the Games in Nagano, Japan. 

NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman, in his usual infinite wis-
dom, began this in order to
increase the NHL’s profile, and
hopefully make it more mar-
ketable, especially in the United
States where it is the least popu-
lar of the four major sports.

So, with visions of large televi-
sion contracts dancing in his head,
Bettman sent his players off to try

out for their respective national
teams and compete in the
Olympics.

But instead of a public relations
gold mine, it turned into a disas-
ter, as the U.S. team trashed their
living quarters and made world
headlines.

Oh, well. At least Dominik
Hasek and the Czech Republic
won the gold, which was kind of
cool.

The drama created there, how-
ever, was not dependent on the
NHL stars. Remember the
Miracle on Ice in Lake Placid?
None of those players were NHL
stars yet; they were all amateurs.

Which is what the Olympics are
supposed to be about, amateur
competition. 

Of course, having the profes-
sionals play hockey isn’t as bad as
basketball, when the National
Basketball Association pros
whooped on everyone. At least in
the NHL, there are skilled play-
ers from many nations, and there
is some good competition.

Another problem with
Bettman’s plan is that he doesn’t
allow for NHL players to fully
participate.

The league will only shut down
for 12 days, but not during prelim-

inary qualifying rounds.  Several
teams are automatically in the
tournament, and don’t play in the
preliminaries.

Other teams, like Slovakia,
need to play in the preliminary
rounds, but the NHL will still be
playing games at that point.
Bettman refused to release play-
ers from the nations that play pre-
liminaries from their NHL obliga-
tions.

So, it is up to each NHL team
whether or not to let their players
play in the preliminary Olympic
rounds. 

Some teams have some creative
ways of allowing their players to
play both. Miroslav Satan of the
Buffalo Sabres, for example, will
be ferried to Salt Lake City and
back on team owner John Rigas’s
private jet to play for the
Slovakian team, and still make
scheduled Sabres games.

All in all, NHLers in the
Olympics is bad news. First and
foremost, the Olympics are for
amateurs, not professionals. Plus,
the stoppage disrupts the NHL
season.

Hopefully after this month,
Bettman will reconsider the policy
and leave the Olympics to the
amateurs. ❍

BY JASON PILARZ
MANAGING EDITOR
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The first official Student Senate
meeting for the spring 2002
semester took place on Jan. 30.
Steve Crandall, director of
Herrick Memorial Library, came
to speak with the senators about
the upcoming remodeling of the
library.

“The architect we chose is CPK
Design from Syracuse,” explained
Crandall.  “We’ll know more spe-
cific details after the trustee meet-
ing on Feb. 16.”

According to Crandall,
President Charles Edmondson
asked that the possibility of an all-
night study room be investigated.
Crandall mentioned that he
thought this would be highly
appreciated by the students.

Two definite features being
added are video-conferencing and
a café that would not only sell cof-
fee, tea and muffins, but it would
also serve as a place to hold meet-
ings.

“There are a lot of things that
could be combined into this new
building,” he said.  “Possibly a lan-
guage lab, and we want to
improve the study abroad pro-

gram, too.”
Crandall spoke of moving

Information Technology Services
into one place, instead of having
them spread out all over campus.

One major issue is the time
period during which the project
will be completed.

“Our preference is to do as
much as possible in the summer,”
he told the Senate.   “One thing
that is true is that we have
asbestos in Herrick.”

When asked how long it has
been there, Crandall answered
that they have known for a long
time, but that it was better to hold
the asbestos in one place as
opposed to removing it. Removing
it, he explained, would cause it to
spread.

As Senate continued, nomina-
tions for the Financial
Chairperson Nominating
Committee were opened. Three
people are needed for this commit-
tee, who will act with the current
finance chair and the president to
choose next year’s chair.

The recreation center in Ade
Hall recently acquired an air hock-
ey table. President Liz Reina
expressed her need for someone
to work Friday and Saturday

nights.
“We should be getting a big

screen TV in the next month,”
Reina said.  “Starting next week,
there will also be an ATM on that
side of campus.”

Hot Dog Day Committee
Chairs Aminah Brelvi, Maribeth
Ewing and Michael Topp stated
that Hot Dog Day will be on
Saturday, April 27, 2002.

“The eight charities that will
receive money from Hot Dog Day
are Allegany ARC, MADD,
Habitat for Humanity, Mental
Health Compeer, Alfred Station
Fire Department, A.E. Crandall
[Alfred’s fire department],
Literacy Volunteers and Little
League,” Brelvi explained. 

The parking problem on cam-
pus was discussed at length dur-
ing open forum. The general con-
sensus was that AU Security
shouldn’t sell a larger amount of
parking permits than spaces avail-
able, as currently is the practice.

Lastly, every Senate Executive
Board member will hold office
hours during the week, except
publicity director Sarah Kemp,
who will be available by appoint-
ment only. ❍

BY ALISON SAVETT
NEWS EDITOR

bleeding between menstrual peri-
ods may be symptoms. 

Jones Memorial Hospital
Infection Nurse Lisa Lang
explained that chlamydia can
cause damage even if an infected
person is not showing any symp-
toms. Left untreated, the STD can
lead to pelvic inflammatory dis-
ease and infertility. 

Brown-Greaney said that
although college students may not

be thinking about pregnancy now,
they should be aware of any dam-
age they do to their bodies that
could interfere with their future
plans. 

Testing involves collecting a
small amount of fluid from the
infected site and sending it to a lab
to be analyzed. Future testing will
only involve a urine sample, mak-
ing the procedure easier and less
invasive.

Chlamydia is completely treat-
able using antibiotics; however,
since it can develop without symp-
toms, it often goes untreated and

causes other complications, said
Lang. Therefore, prevention is
crucial. 

“Protected sex or no sex is the
way to prevent chlamydia,” said
Lang. 

Simply using a condom during
every sexual encounter can help to
lower the risk of becoming infected
with chlamydia.

As always, awareness is key.
“Take control of [your] own health,
be informed and find a health care
provider you feel comfortable
with,” advised Brown-Greaney. ❍

…Chlamydia
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Orthodox Jews, or fundamen-
talists, believe the Torah is a set
of direct orders that are not to
be disobeyed.

On the other hand, a conserv-
ative view to Jewish life aligns
itself with that of reconstruc-
tionism more closely as the
Torah may be slowly changed to
adapt to present conditions.
Besides these, there are
reformed views of Judaism
which focus on the belief that
God inspired ethical and moral
laws while people inspired tra-
ditions.

As Holtzman talked, it
became clear she had grown
comfortable with her lesbian
lifestyle despite the hardships
suffered while in college, as a
rabbi, in choosing a partner and
in child-rearing.

While in college, Holtzman
began to tangle with the reality
of being a lesbian. However, a
sharp reminder came in 1978
when a gay student approached
the admissions staff of the RRC
and brought the subject to their
attention.

The campus proceeded to
take an opinion poll to feel the
pulse of the students. The
results came back a 50/50 split
and Holtzman realized that her
own coming out would have to
be put on hold.

Eventually, in 1984, the RRC
opened its doors on sexual ori-
entation. Though this decision
alone could not propel

Holtzman to break out. In spite
of this, the rabbi and her part-
ner joined hands in a formal
commitment ceremony that
same year.

Roughly 100 people attended
this service in support of the
couple, yet little family came
and no one from the congrega-
tion had been invited.

Michael Anderson, a fresh-
man member of Spectrum, came
away from Holtzman’s presen-
tation impressed with the
rabbi’s comfort level and ease of
talking about gay and lesbian
issues.

Holtzman described these
ceremonies as “important step-
ping stones” for gays and les-
bians since they sometimes pro-
vide the first chance for families
to discuss the issue openly.
Usually, parents are skeptical
at their child’s choice of
lifestyle, but in the end fre-
quently pay for the ceremony.

To Holtzman, this kind act
illustrated the unconditional
love a family should have for
each other.

However, despite this official
move, Holtzman forced herself
to live two separate lives for the
next six years. While teaching
at RRC, Holtzman kept her
personal life sheltered behind
her public image.

Holtzman explained that such
little social activities as going to
the movies had to be stated in
such a way that “I went to the
movies,” so as to not give away
the secret union.

Anderson also commented on
the pressures felt by gays and

lesbians in the orthodox com-
munity who “felt tied to the
church even though they had to
hide their true identity.” The
stress of having to live two sep-
arate lives should not have to be
felt by anyone.

One of the greatest joys, yet
major challenges, to the couple
came when they decided to
raise children. The concern
about whether or not women
would be able to raise two boys
comfortably without a male role
became so great. Due to this,
the pair formed and met regu-
larly with a “baby group” to dis-
cuss the raising of their chil-
dren.

Topics would range from how
much the community would
support two women in this
endeavor to the protection of
the boys from homophobia and
other forms of prejudice. Also,
the aspect of paper work and
books came to the forefront as
all needed to be changed to
accommodate for the difference
in parental make-up.

Holtzman articulated a need
for the Jewish community to
adapt and keep both gays and
lesbians in the fold. She offered
synagogues a suggestion to
have alternative “mixing”
events and the like.

Holtzman feels there are still
struggles to come in this sub-
ject; however, she believes that
an “enormous weight has shift-
ed” as gays and lesbians can
now begin to openly express to
the rest of the world without
fear of constant repercussion. ❍

…Rabbi
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

WORLDNOTES

Iraqi opposition leaders met with top State and Defense
Department officials last week  to ask for military training to be
used to overthrow Saddam Hussein.  Although the Bush adminis-
tration has given similar support in the past, a senior American offi-
cial said the State Department was adamant in believing the plan to
be impractical.

According to The New York Times, Ahmad Chalabi, a founder of
the Iraqi National Congress, said “There were no specific develop-
ments on that subject, but we expect in coming weeks some indica-
tion that this can be accommodated.”
• After two days of fighting in the city of Gardez, Afghanistan’s
first major post-Taliban era battle ended last Thursday night after
soldiers of the warlord Padsha Khan Zadran ran out of ammunition.
Fifty people were killed and dozen injured in combat.  The fight was
between Zadran and Saifullah over who would be the governor of
Gardez; the city is crucial because it is near an important Pakistan
trade route.  
• A new study of 18,000 people in Geneva found that men in tradi-
tional Switzerland perform less than half the household chores.
This has sparked the federal Office for Equality to begin a cam-
paign to encourage Swiss men to help out more around the house.
In the “fair play at home” campaign, efforts will be in awareness
and education programs to try get couples to share responsibilities
more evenly.   

The Bush administration decided last Thursday that it will make
embryos and developing fetuses eligible for government health care
from the moment of conception.  Although administration officials
maintain that the decision has nothing to do with abortion rights,
abortion rights supporters claim the change could lead to an even-
tual reversal of the Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that
legalized abortion.
• In response to the Enron Corporation collapse, President Bush
announced intentions to increase flexibility in companies’ 401(k)
retirement plans.  The proposal would allow employees to sell com-
pany stock that their employers contributed to 401(k) plans after
three years.  Two Democratic senators, Barbara Boxer of Calif. and
Jon Corzine of New Jersey, sponsored a more liberal bill that would
bar employees from holding more than 20 percent of their retire-
ment account in any one stock and allow employees to sell any
matched contributions of company stock after 90 days of holding it.  
• High schools in New York City that have dropped their Advanced
Placement course offerings are confident they did the right thing.
The Fieldston School, a private high school in the Bronx was wor-
ried that students would be at a disadvantage upon applying for col-
lege with no AP background.  However, of 65 students who applied
early decision, 40 were admitted to their first-choice schools and a
dozen more were admitted through “early action,” which is non-
bonding.  The decision to drop the AP courses came through a dis-
like of the restrictions placed in the AP class curricula.   

AU theater students won top awards this past January at the
regional Kenney Center/American College Theatre Festival compe-
tition for the second year in a row.  Senior theater major Jason
Shattuck, junior Joshua First and senior Earl T. Stephens all were
recipients of awards at the competition.  Winners will have their
designs on display during the KCACTF national festival in
Washington, D.C. in April and compete for an honorarium of $500
and an all-expenses paid trip to New York City to visit designers’
studios and the offices of Barbizon Inc. 
• AU President Charles Edmondson will speak as a historian dur-
ing the Bergren Forum this Thursday at 12:10 p.m. in Nevins
Theater.  His topic is “Origins of the Soviet Despotism.”
• Due to inclement weather last Thursday, Betty Wattenberg’s talk
“Rural Health Care Policy” has been rescheduled for tonight at 7
p.m. in Olin, room 309.  
• Election packets are now available at the Information Desk for
students interested in running for Student Senate President or
Vice President.

Candidates must collect 250 signatures of students to be eligible
to run. Petitions are due Feb. 19 to the Student Senate mailbox at
the Information Desk. ❍
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Allegany County could have
been used as the site for a
nuclear dump, explained
Professor of Religion Thomas
Peterson in his Bergren Forum
on Jan. 31.

With Nevins Theatre packed
with students, faculty and com-
munity members, Peterson
explained that his new book on
the subject, “Linked Arms,” is a
non-fiction novel, and many of
the characters were right there
in the audience.

“In December of 1988,
Allegany County was one of ten
counties named as possible sites
for a low-level nuclear dump,”
Peterson told the audience. “It’s
a location in western NY where
a major highway runs through.”

He mentioned that the county
only had 52,000 inhabitants, and
it was rural and poor. The coun-
ty had little political clout with
the state; Allegany was mostly
Republican in a Democratic
state.

Yet some people felt the coun-
ty had been already selected as
the dump site, and everything
else was a formality.

“A hundred things have con-
vinced me that Allegany
County was pre-selected,” stat-
ed reporter Joan Dickenson
eight months into the fight
against the dump.

Peterson echoed this thought
and stated that it seemed very
peculiar to choose Allegany
County when neighboring coun-
ties have similar soil. Yet in one

nearby county, Cattaraugus,
the town of West Valley had
problems because of nuclear
waste.

“We were a little more aware
of the dangers,” said Peterson.
“People in West Valley came in
and told their story.”

Two groups then formed to
fight the possibility of a nuclear
dump in Allegany County. The
Concerned Citizens of Allegany
County, which was an entirely
legal and open organization that
lobbied, had a treasury and
hired lawyers.

The other group was called
Allegany County Nonviolent
Action Group, of which
Peterson himself was a part,
along with other faculty mem-
bers. This group was dedicated
to civil disobedience and nonvi-
olence in order to make a moral
statement.

“[ACNAG] really wanted to
keep [the dump] out of the
county by nonviolent means,”
stated Peterson. “Citizens of
the county joined together and
did an act of civil disobedience.”

Only the first time, out of
five, was it at all symbolic, he
explained. Hundreds of people
took a stand and linked arms to
keep people out of Allegany
County.

“By the end of the year and a
half during which the events
took place, Allegany County did
become a model for protests
around the country,” Peterson
told the audience. “The nuclear
industry categorized these as
New York-style protests.”

Peterson also spoke of a coun-

ty-originated lawsuit that went
all the way to the Supreme
Court. It wasn’t until the high-
est court possible that the pro-
testors got their way. The
Supreme Court ruled that the
guts of the law were unconstitu-
tional.

“It’s really amazing that such
a small, little, backward place
like Allegany County could
have such an effect,” comment-
ed Peterson. “And the story did
have an effect. Mario Cuomo did
bring this up at the National
Governors Conference.”

Peterson then told the crowd
about the odd list of characters
who participated in protesting
the nuclear dump.

“Housewives suddenly had
major roles,” he explained. “Ex-
Army personnel got involved in
civil disobedience. A woman
two months shy of her 90th
birthday chained herself to a
bridge.”

Peterson stated that within
these characters, plus many
more, his largest issue was try-
ing to get inside peoples’ heads
as he wrote. He interviewed 50
people, whose testimonies
formed 2000 pages of manu-
script that Peterson wrote.
However, not a lot of people got
into his novel.

Yet Peterson did point out
that professors to firefighters,
people from every walk of life,
came together and formed a
community. And this is what
saved Allegany County from
the nuclear dump. ❍
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Debate grows on national ID

As of Sept. 11, the American
society has become more and
more focused on security to the
point where Representative
John Dingell was asked to strip
to his underwear, because his
replacement hip was setting off
the metal detector at
Washington’s National Airport. 

However, at the same time,
suspected al Qaeda operative
Richard Reid boarded a Paris-
to-Miami flight with a shoe
bomb. 

These events raise the ques-
tion: How can we really ensure
our security? Right now, we
rely on photo identifications,
most commonly driver’s licens-
es, as our first line of defense. 

Many states have lax driver’s
licensure laws, allowing any
individual to obtain a driver’s
license, the main “legitimate”
ID of the United States.

Despite the fact that each
state has a different level of
forgery protection and require-
ments for its licenses, the
design of each state’s driver’s
license varies enormously.

This lack of uniformity opens
the possibility of fabricating
one’s own ID by simply creating
a design, putting some num-
bers, a picture, maybe a seal of
Alaska on it and covering it

with a fancy lamination. 
Most people would not ques-

tion the authenticity of a dri-
ver’s license from Alaska.
Really, how many people on the
East Coast have seen a driver’s
license from Alaska? 

The only way to make sure
the United States have a better
security is through some type of
uniform security tattoo, implant
or the ever-debated — and most
likely to be implemented —
national ID card. 

There are a number of factors
involved with the concept of a
national ID card. First, it could
serve the whole population
instead of just those who can
drive, thus ending the headache
of the very poor, the aged, the
disabled and those under the
legal driving age to “legitimate-
ly” prove that they are who
they say they are.

Secondly, a national ID card
could be designed with high
security measures that would
ensure it is nearly impossible to
forge, incorporating bar codes
and biometrics that can be easi-
ly cross-checked by law-
enforcement agencies. 

Thirdly, the government
could link to the cards the
extensive amount of informa-
tion on each person legally in
the United States, information
the government already pos-
sesses. 

The government could keep
tabs on individuals on terrorist
watch lists easier and pinpoint
the security measures to keep
tabs on their movements rather
than strip searching the 80-
year-old grandmother who has
not left Minnesota in the last 50
years.

While the idea of a national
ID card brings to mind the
terms “Big Brother” and the
Nazi’s “listing” of all persons in
its geographic control, a nation-
al ID card will make it easier for
law abiding citizens and those
not on terrorist watch lists to
live their lives without the frus-
tration of extremely extensive
and often misplaced security
measures that may be allowing
dangerous characters to sneak
through. 

In the end, a national ID
would reduce the cost of nation-
al security, increase security in
places that need it most and
provide a uniform non-forge-
able ID for all of the legal resi-
dents of the United States.
With polls showing over 70 per-
cent of the population in favor
of even a more stringent nation-
al ID card or device than the
type suggested in this article, it
might just be possible that in a
year or two American citizens
all will be carrying these IDs. ❍

BY JALAL CLEMENS
STAFF WRITER

Prof. tells of local dump protests
BY ALISON SAVETT

NEWS EDITOR

Aryan Nations
moves close to AU

The group Aryan Nations is set-
ting up its new headquarters in
Ulysses, Pa., just 37 miles from
Alfred, where it plans to hold
its annual white supremacist
gatherings and spread its
racist, anti-government and
anti-Semitic message.

Aryan Nations leader Richard
Butler was forced to relinquish
his 20-acre compound in Idaho a
little over a year ago to satisfy
part of a $6.3 million judgment
against him in a civil lawsuit.
The lawsuit was brought by the
Southern Poverty Law Center
on behalf of a mother and her
son who were chased, shot at
and attacked by Aryan Nations
security guards after momen-
tarily stopping outside the com-
pound to look for a lost wallet. 

After being kicked out of
Idaho, the organization is mov-
ing to this area at the invitation
of August B. Kreiss, III, who
was recently selected to share
leadership of the Aryan Nations
and appointed as the group’s
new director of information and
propaganda. Kreiss has offered
the use of his 10-acre property
located in Ulysses, and Aryan
Nations plans to build a church,
barracks and cabins for its fol-
lowers.

Thomas V. Peterson, professor
of religious studies at Alfred
University, is a member of the
Southern Poverty Law Center
and stated that he is aware of
the kind of hate these groups
can spread. 

“Neo-Nazi groups like the
Aryan Nation[s] can beset a
community with fear, hate and
intimidation,” said Peterson. He
also added that they are
extremely violent types. “Even
people of goodwill may feel
intimidated and fear publicly
opposing them.” 

William Cassidy, associate
professor and chair of the divi-

sion of human studies, added
that he is very concerned. 

“I find it difficult to find
words strong enough to
denounce the racist ideology of
groups such as Aryan Nations,”
said Cassidy. “It is hard to see
how much good will come to us
out of this relocation.”

Some students believe this
may have a negative affect on
AU. “As a community that sup-
ports diversity, Alfred will be
severely hurt by its new neigh-
bors,” stated Omar Perez,
senior communications studies
major. “I can easily see the
number of ethnically diverse
students applying to Alfred
dropping.” 

Perez added that when he
spoke to other students about
the relocation of the Aryan
Nations headquarters near to
Alfred they were outraged.

“Between Alfred U. and State
there are quite a few minori-
ties,” stated Alvaro Valentin,
also a senior communications
studies major. “This group
could have a profound effect on
them.” Valentin added that
although he is not happy about
the group moving here, he sup-
ports their right to do so. 

“Any group, gang or people
that wish to move from one
place to another should be
allowed to do so,” said Valentin.
“To say that they shouldn’t
come here would be like saying
that black people shouldn’t buy
homes in Bel Air.”

Sarah Glynn, a junior in mate-
rials science and engineering,
agrees. “Personally, I feel that
such hate and bias reflects poor-
ly on the individual who holds
them, but to say that they are
not allowed their opinion and
chosen lifestyle contradicts
basic freedoms as well,” said
Glynn. “I can only hope that
their presence will not affect
the lives of the rest of us and, if
it threatens to do so, that we
will stand up against it.” ❍

BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND
STAFF WRITER

“I think the more options that
are out there, the better,” said
junior Thomas Whitcomb, who
currently lives off-campus.

Aside from offering students
more variety in their housing
options, other benefits of the
new building exist. 

“It will be nice for the busi-
ness district,” said Brown, as
two more commercial spaces
will be added which will hope-
fully bring more people to Main
Street. Brown said she is cur-
rently interviewing prospective
tenants, but has not yet final-
ized anything.

Also, the building will
increase the village’s tax base.
According to a Fiat Lux article
from 1999, over 85 percent of
the property is non-taxable due
to the University and Alfred
State, and the new building will
provide more tax revenue for

the village.
One concern, however, is

parking as there is a fear that
renters there would have no
place to park.

Brown responded that there
will be some parking available
behind the building, and there
are unused parking spaces at
her other properties that could
be used, so each of her renters
has a place to park if needed.

Will the addition of 30 new
apartments in the village drive
down rents as the supply of
housing increases?

Probably not, said Brown, as
the new living spaces will be in
line with what the market will
bear in terms of how many peo-
ple want to rent.

As a current village landlord,
it would not make sense for
Brown to have too many spaces,
as it would hurt her other prop-
erties.

“I purposely kept rents in the
range of my other properties,”
she said. ❍

…Apartments
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“To avoid criticism, do nothing, say nothing, be nothing.”
— Elbert Hubbard
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DocWalker undergoes successful surgery
AU Professor of Psychology
Gail Walker underwent a suc-
cessful surgery to remove vari-
ous cancerous tumors from her
ovaries and intestines on Jan. 2
at Highland Hospital of
Rochester.

“Gail is doing just fine,” said
Professor of Psychology and
Division Chair Nancy Furlong.
“She is very pleased with the
success of the surgery, and she
is very optimistic.”

Walker was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer early during the
fall, which required her to sus-
pend her classes for the rest of
the semester. Her doctors gave
her a five percent chance of liv-
ing, equivalent to one year.

Immediate chemotherapy
treatment was necessary to
slow down the rapid growth of
the tumors and make them
more defined for a precise
removal. 

Walker has taught at the uni-
versity for almost 20 years and
has been actively involved in
numerous activities and events
for the community.

Post-surgery treatment and
care is going very well and, as
expected, Walker is slowly
recovering her good health. She
went from a five percent chance
of survival before the surgery,
to 50 percent, or five years,
after the surgery, according to
Furlong.

“Her chances of living are
very high now, and she is
thrilled about it,” said Furlong.

“I went to visit her recently and
she was washing her car, and
that’s a good sign.”

According to Walker, the
tumors were more localized
than expected, and she was in
better shape both physically
and in response to chemothera-
py to be able to withstand an
extended surgery. 

She receives chemotherapy
treatment every three weeks,
and immediately after the ther-
apy she gets very sick for two
or three days due to the differ-
ent reactions of her body to it.
Then she is fine for a while until
the next therapy session,
according to Furlong.

“When she isn’t sick from
chemotherapy, she is very
upbeat and always keeps her-
self busy,” said Furlong

Walker is eagerly hoping to
regain her position as professor
of psychology for the upcoming
fall semester. According to
Walker, she is on sabbatical
leave for the spring semester
and hopes to rejoin the commu-
nity in the fall.

“She is very optimistic about
coming back,” said Furlong.
“She is currently working on
her syllabus for next semester.” 

“If I had the opportunity, I
would definitely take a class
with her again,” said junior
Charles Robinson. “She enjoys
everything she does both as a
professor and a psychologist.” 

Students have also expressed
concern on whether she would
be able to teach again, and if so,
who would be able to take her
classes. 

“Having her back again
would give students the chance
to take classes with her, and
those who’ve had her in the past
would be happy to have her
again,” said Robinson.

For Walker this has been a
difficult experience from which
she has learned a lot. According
to Walker’s experiences, people
with cancer or other life-threat-
ening illnesses do not truly
change in their character; they
just become more intensely
themselves. 

“No one in his or her right
mind would choose terminal ill-
ness as a learning experience,
but it can be a rich one,” she
said.

BY LUIS VASQUEZ
AD MANAGER

Drivers need to be cautious, prepared for winter travels

The winter wonderland outside
— the glittering ice and lazy
snowflakes — may be pretty to
look at, but when it comes to
driving, winter weather is no
treat. However, there are sev-
eral preventive measures to
prepare both motorists and
their vehicles for winter weath-
er challenges. 

Car maintenance, driving
skills, a well-stocked survival
kit and the knowledge of what
to do if you get stranded can
give motorists peace of mind.

Maintenance
Proper automotive mainte-

nance can head off problems
before they escalate, according
to the editors of MSN Carpoint.
The cold weather can have
especially deleterious effects on
certain systems. The batteries
are susceptible, losing almost
one third of the cranking power
at 32 degrees. A qualified tech-
nician can test the condition of
the battery. 

Fluids, filters, hoses and belts
should be inspected. Severe
cold may necessitate a lighter
weight, lower viscosity oil; the
coolant level should also be
checked.

Lights should be functional
and correctly aimed. The brakes
should have friction material
that is intact and properly
adjusted.

Visibility is especially crucial
during the winter months.
Windshield washer fluid levels
and the condition of the wipers
themselves should be inspected
for cracks and brittleness.
Wiper blades over one year old
and blades that fail to clean the
windshield in three swipes
should be replaced, according to
the Ontario Ministry of
Transportation (MTO). 

Traction is vital to safe dri-
ving. Tire pressure and tread
depth are the major factors
affecting traction. MSN
Carpoint editors recommend
monitoring tire pressure twice
a month during cold weather.
Over- or under-inflated tires
reduce gripping action because
the tread surface does not meet
the road surface in the manner
it was designed to. 

To test tread depth, place a
penny in the groove of the tire,

with the top of Abe’s head
pointing down toward the road
and his face toward you. If the
tread doesn’t reach the top of
Abe’s head, the tire is balding
and needs to be replaced.

J.O. Hunt, chief engineer for
Goodyear Tires recommends
checking that the air intake,
located below the radiator, is
free of snow build up which can
cause overheating.

Driving
Be sure to clean all snow from

the vehicle, particularly the
head and taillights. Once in the
car, turn on the headlights to
increase your vehicle’s visibili-
ty. 

Be aware of black ice, a thin

clear film of ice invisible to the
eye, which forms in shaded
areas, and use extra caution on
bridges and overpasses which
freeze more quickly and remain
frozen for a longer duration
than surrounding roads. Do not
use cruise control in slippery
conditions.

Winter weather conditions
can be variable and unpre-
dictable, demanding more
attention, quicker reaction time
and overall vigilance to driving
skills. By simply slowing down,
you improve traction and give
yourself more time. Avoid sud-
den steering maneuvers, brak-
ing or acceleration. If you begin
to skid, ease off the gas and
steer into the skid, while keep-

ing your eyes on the place you
want the car to go.

Winter Survival Kit
The American Automobile

Association recommends keep-
ing the following items in the
car during the winter months:
flashlight, flares, first-aid kit,
blanket, warm clothes, gloves,
hat, paper towels, snow shovel,
snow brush, ice scraper, washer
fluid, water and a cell phone.

The MTO also suggests keep-
ing a sack of sand, gravel or
kitty litter for weight and/or
traction, jumper cables, tow
rope, basic tools — screwdriver,
tire gauge, tire jack and wrench
— high energy food — choco-
late/granola bars — a thermos

of hot beverage and candles and
matches on hand. 

If you get stranded
Stay calm, alert and awake.

Remain with your vehicle so
that you don’t get lost and stay
sheltered from the weather. Set
out flares and use emergency
flashers to make your vehicle
more visible. Open the window
slightly for fresh air, and run
the engine sparingly after you
have determined the tailpipe is
not blocked by ice. A candle can
be used to heat the interior of
the car by as much as 40
degrees. ❍

BY JENELLE SILVERS
FEATURES EDITOR

PHOTO BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND

WIth Old Man Winter still in full blast in Alfred, it is important for drivers in the community to exercise extra precautions when taking to the road.

Fiat Lux
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Roving Reporter � By Jenelle Silvers
A recent attempt to politically correct the course of histo-
ry by commissioning a multiethnic statue memorializing
Sept. 11 caused many passionate reactions by Americans. 

A clay model of the 19-foot statue, based on a photo of
three firefighters raising Old Glory against the backdrop
of the Twin Tower ruins, was revealed in December by
StudioEis of Brooklyn according to CBS.

While the clay statue depicts a white, a black and a
Hispanic, the photo on which it is based depicts three

white firefighters—Dan McWilliams, George Johnson and
Billy Eisengrein. 

Although the explanation of the alteration was initially
attributed to an effort to more accurately represent the
343 fire department members killed, the facts refute this.
According to a report by CBS, 11,500 of the city’s firefight-
ers, 2.7 percent are black and 3.2 percent are Hispanic. Of
the 343 firefighters who died, 12 were black, 12 were
Hispanic and 319 were white.

After an outcry from the photographer, the families, the
firefighters and the public, the benefactor of the piece
reneged.

The statue was to sit at the fire departments headquar-
ters at the MetroTech Center in Brooklyn. CBS sources
were unable to determine whether the final bronze statue,
costing $180,000, had already been cast before the
protests halted the project.

IIss  tthhee  mmuullttiieetthhnniicc  ssttaattuuee  aa  zzaannyy  eexxaammppllee  ooff  ppoolliittiiccaall  ccoorrrreeccttnneessss  rruunn
aammookk,,  oorr  iiss  iitt  jjuusstt  aa  bbiigg  ffuussss  oovveerr  nnootthhiinngg??

Embedded “spyware” found in Napster clones

As college students stream to the
current myriad of Napster alterna-
tives, many are finding their com-
puters saddled with unwanted pig-
gyback software that tracks their
online movements and feeds them
unwanted advertising.

In efforts to generate revenues
from their free services, companies
that create popular programs,
including BearShare, Audiogalaxy
Satellite and iMesh, are adding
outside pieces of software that
have nothing to do with file trad-
ing. Dubbed “adware” or “spy-
ware” by their critics, these soft-
ware programs run in the
background even when the origi-
nal file-swapping software isn’t
operating. They cause the popping
up of advertisements while people
surf online, and sometimes they
secretly upload information about
the user’s Web surfing habits.

The programs have sparked a
swell of protest from a slew of peo-
ple computer-savvy enough to fig-
ure out that this underlying soft-
ware is running on their machines. 

The companies behind these
programs are defending them-
selves, saying there are worse
alternatives; they need some rev-
enue sources if they are to contin-
ue to offer their products for free. 

“One of the issues around free
software is the need to make
money somehow,” said Vinnie
Falco, in an interview with ZDnet.
Falco is the chief technical officer
of FreePeers which is the company
that created the BearShare
Gnutella software. “It’s a great
compromise between protecting
user privacy and the ability to sup-
port free software.”

File-swapping companies aren’t
alone in the scramble for revenue
that threatens to alienate many
people online. The drive for per-
sonal information that might be
valuable for advertising purposes
has prompted several companies
to offer software that collects this
data and sometimes sends it back
to the parent company. Although
most of the companies doing this
are relatively small, even larger
companies such as RealNetworks
have occasionally tried to keep
secretive tabs on computer users’

actions.
“This is all over,” said Richard

Smith, chief technical officer for
the Privacy Foundation in an
interview on Tech TV’s Audiofile.
“Anytime you’re downloading a
piece of software, you are basically
trusting the company not to do
anything too bad.”

As file-swapping service
Napster continues to decline, peo-
ple are streaming to the alterna-
tive programs in record numbers,
focusing a spotlight on this type of
software. According to statistics
kept by CNET Download.com, a
software download site maintained
by News.com publisher CNET
Networks, more than 6.8 million
people have downloaded
Audiogalaxy’s software and more
than three million have tried
FreePeers’ BearShare.

The advertising software typi-
cally comes bundled with a single
installation program, so there is
initially no way to tell what will be
installed on a person’s computer.
Some of the services do flag the
extra software, either in the
license agreement that people are
theoretically supposed to read, in a

separate “readme” text file or as
part of the installation process. It’s
rarely entirely clear what the soft-
ware does, however.

One of the most pervasive pieces
of piggyback software is dubbed
“SaveNow,” created by a company
called WhenU.com. Distributed
along with BearShare, iMesh and
the Global DivX player that allows
people to watch many online
movies, this program tracks where
a person goes online and then pops
up separate browser windows
with targeted advertisements or
special offers.

Unlike some “spyware” soft-
ware, “SaveNow” doesn’t send
information back to the company
that created it. But it continuously
downloads updated information
about new offers and keeps a
record of where a person surfs on
that person’s own computer. It
runs continually — even when the
program it came with is not oper-
ating.

Another similar program is dis-
tributed with Audiogalaxy.
Created by a company called
Gator, the “Offer Companion” is
slowly downloaded to a person’s

computer after Audiogalaxy is
installed and eventually starts
sending information such as e-mail
addresses and Web surfing habits
back to Gator.com. It also pops up
advertisements as people surf.
People who don’t want it must pay
close attention when first installing
the services or the ad software will
be downloaded automatically.

People can check what kinds of
software might be running in the
background without their knowl-
edge by checking the Windows
Task Manager, which is started by
pushing the Alt and Tab together
in Windows 95 or 98. ln Windows
2000 or NT, computer users must
then click the “Task Manager” but-
ton to reach the right screen. More
information on other piggyback
programs can be found several
places online, including Cexx.org.

A final good rule of thumb is that
you should always take notice of
what you are downloading and
where it is from. While companies
need to do a better job of warning
their customers what it is that
they are actually installing, we
have to be cautious enough to
think before we click. ❍

BY GREG PALMER
STAFF WRITER

Home-grown group gets to strut its stuff in Knight Club

In the time-honored tradition of
Dave Matthews Band and
R.E.M., the next big college
band, Alfred University’s own
After Midnight, will be perform-
ing in the Knight Club this
Saturday at 10 p.m.

After performing many times
at Open Mic Nights and different
band competitions, the boys of

After Midnight will have the
stage all to themselves this time
around, and they plan on using
every inch of it. 

“It’s just going to be something
different,” said guitarist/ singer
Ryan M. Spruck when asked
about his plan to design a set.

As they joke about what the
audience will take away from the
show musically, Spruck pointed
out that he would really want to
give them something visual to

walk away with. 
Drummer Mark G. Longolucco

said, “It’s going to be that extra
thing that really excites me.”

Spruck will also be venturing
out and exploring a different side
of performing. He plans to sing
without his guitar. 

“There’s an entire world
behind the guitar that’s just not
there when you take the guitar
away,” said Spruck. 

Bandmate Steven M. Cook

agreed, “It’s like a blanket, it’s
your shield.” The pressure is
truly beginning to mount, as
Spruck will be allowed to incor-
porate this as a performance
piece in to one of his classes.

“It’s hard, I’m being graded
because it’s something I’ve never
done before. I’m going to sing a
song that’s out of my range, and
I’m doing it without my guitar”
said Spruck.

Cook, who will be christening

his new Cherry Red Epiphone
Dot, shared his past stage experi-
ence. His family has always been
there for him, and when he’s ner-
vous that’s who he looks for. The
confidence he gets from them is
what helps him through it all. 

“My family is going to be there,
Ryan’s family, all our friends …
it’s just going to be a really nice
environment,” he said ❍

BY ALVARO VALENTIN
STAFF WRITER

"That is crazy.  Not everything has to be a racial
or ethnic issue, so learn to deal with that.  Many
people died.  It shouldn’t matter what color or
ethnic background they have; they just died.  End
of story."

—April Baldwin, Senior Biology and
Environmental Science major

"Honestly, I feel like changing the race of the
people only helps represent the United States in a
more accurate way."

—Lynette Spencer, Senior BFA Art and Design
major

"I think [the statue] should be multi-ethnic
because our nation is multi-ethnic."

—Melissa Ball, Junior Art Education major

"The proportion of the dead should not be for-
gotten, but the purpose of the symbol seems to
be more of a depiction of cooperation and
unity than anything else.  If this were a paint-
ing, I would say go for the multi-cultural look,
but for the statue, blur the facial features and
cast it in bronze."

—Michael Wyant, Jr.,  sophomore
History/English major



nation’s economy by “extending
unemployment benefits and
direct assistance for health care
coverage.” The president, care-
ful not to repeat his father’s
economic mistakes, affirmed his
dedication in providing the
American people with jobs.

With the idea that good jobs
are a direct result of a high-
quality education system, the
president touted his adminis-
tration’s education package vic-
tory. Bush carefully noted that
crafting the reforms had been a
bipartisan effort on both sides
and even joked about the coop-
eration and budding friendship
between himself and Ted
Kennedy, a Massachusetts
Democrat.

Bush also stressed his convic-
tion that the road to economic
recovery travels through reli-
able and affordable energy
sources, expanded trade and a
sound tax policy. At this point,
the president teased that the
American people found “tax
relief [to be] just about right,”
knowing that not all members of
Congress agreed with his posi-
tion.

Gephardt countered Bush’s
energy solutions by condemning
Bush’s plan for being too cen-
tered on new oil production
domestically instead of relying
on other methods such as con-
servation.

Thomas Rasmussen, profes-
sor of political science at Alfred
University, also disapproved of
Bush’s energy plan and stated
“we need a president who will
promote energy conservation,”
not just increasing domestic
production.

In light of the potentially
damaging Enron debacle, Bush
took great interest in retire-
ment security and pension
plans. He also stressed the
importance of Congress passing
an economic stimulus package
to aid economic growth. With
these commitments in place, he
pledged to work with members
of Congress to make sure action
will be taken on behalf of the
American public.

Gephardt took note of this
reference by calling Enron’s
bankruptcy a “prime case for
reform,” he then proceeded to
challenge the president to
“stand with [Democrats] to

clean up the political system
and get big money out of poli-
tics.”

Despite all of these successes
and proposals, the president
reminded the nation that the
“war on terror is well begun,
but [has] only begun.” The com-
mander in chief took charge in
remarkable fashion with direct
warnings to North Korea, Iran
and especially Iraq.

The very fact that these
rogue states arm themselves
with weapons of mass destruc-
tion, oppress their people or
possess an arsenal full of chemi-
cal and biological capabilities
warranted the president men-
tioning their names in a speech

of this importance. At the very
least, the mention of such
nations gives a glimpse as to
where the future of the war on
terror will take place.

Some, such as Rasmussen,
believe that an unrestricted
expansion of the war will result
in “a public relations disaster”
as no nation will stand idle
while the U.S. randomly attacks
suspected terrorist nations;
hard evidence is needed before
the U.S. military should enter.

However, this spreading out
of the battle against terrorism
signals initial triumph in
Afghanistan as the president
only mentioned the al Qaeda
network once. Bush clearly

illustrated the progress in this
war-torn nation with references
to the song and celebration that
erupted in the streets of
Afghanistan upon liberation
from Taliban rule and pointed
out the nation’s interim leader,
Chairman Hamid Karzai, who
attended the address.

In response to initial victory
in Afghanistan, Rasmussen
cited concerns for the future.
The fact that it is “easier to
knock something down,” such as
the Taliban, “than build up,”
makes the case of deciding what
to do next in the ravaged
nation. The professor expressed
his belief that these points have
to be visited regularly to moni-

tor their progress and must not
be left unchecked.

The president, clearly buoyed
from early success and a sky-
high approval rating,
announced his intentions to
press on. 

The response by the
American people to these
tragedies has inspired the chief
executive and strengthened his
resolve. Acknowledging the
price and power of freedom,
Bush promised Americans that
in the end “we will see free-
dom’s victory.” ❍
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Dreary winters linked to increase in the “blues”
“It’s blah,” said one AU stu-
dent.

“It makes me want to sleep,”
said another. 

Think these students are
talking about class? Actually,
they’re talking about winter.

Short gray days, cold temper-
atures and snow often produce
unusually lethargic and
depressed behaviors in many
individuals. Commonly referred
to as the “winter blahs,” such
sluggish feelings are among the
list of symptoms for seasonal
affective disorder, a form of

depression that occurs during
the fall or winter months.

SAD is a rather controversial
disorder in the field of psycholo-
gy. Its exact causes are unclear;
however, it is thought to be
linked to an alteration in brain
chemistry brought on by a lack
of sunlight. Its diagnosis is
sketchy, as the difference
between SAD and a general
case of the winter blues is diffi-
cult to distinguish.

“The phenomenon is that
everybody gets a little more
depressed in the winter,” said
Gordon Atlas, professor of psy-
chology. “Some will argue
[SAD] is a genuine disorder,” he

said. He added that a diagnosis
of it alone is rare, although it
may often be a factor in individ-
uals who are already depressed. 

Many clinicians will avoid a
diagnosis of SAD altogether as
its basic symptoms of depres-
sion, lack of energy and
overeating are common in many
individuals. 

The Mayo Clinic lists other
symptoms for the disorder such
as increased irritability,
headaches, carbohydrate crav-
ings and difficulty concentrat-
ing. It points out that everyone
may have a “down” day once in
awhile where they experience
these symptoms. It is only when

people feel down for days at a
time during the winter that
they may be experiencing SAD
and should visit their doctor.

The treatment of SAD cre-
ates as much controversy as its
diagnosis. Advocates of the dis-
order, said Atlas, insist there
are distinct individuals who
respond to the light therapy
that is often used for treatment.
However, he added, research
shows nearly everyone gets
positive results from receiving
light therapy, whether they’re
affected by SAD or not.

If you feel you may just have
a case of the “winter blahs,”
there are several simple ways

of coping. One is to increase the
amount of light in your living
space by adding more lamps or
keeping window shades and
blinds open. You should also
exercise regularly and be out-
doors as much as possible, espe-
cially on warmer, sunny winter
days.

“Try to be as active as you
can,” said Atlas. “Go to the gym;
go to a movie; take a walk. Keep
in mind that [your condition] is
temporary.” He also said that if
possible, a winter trip to the
tropics wouldn’t hurt either. It
may be a little depressing to
come back, he joked, “but it’s
still worth it.” ❍

BY LAURA ESPINOZA
STAFF WRITER

PHOTO PROVIDED

Photography students from Alfred University and Ithaca College were featured in the show, "Picturing the Culture and Landscape of Florence," which
was open from Jan. 5 until Feb. 2 at the Ontario Arts Council Building in Ontario, Canada. The show featured black and white photographs taken by
the students while participating in a summer program in Florence, Italy. Alana Quinn, a junior from Alfred University, took this photograph. AU will be
participating in the summer photo program in Italy this year, and there will be an informational meeting Feb. 6 at 6 p.m. in the photography lab in
Harder Hall. The program is for students with experience in photography.

…Address
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Ciao, Florence!

“True freedom depends on freedom of information. You can’t have one without the other.”

— Peter S. Prichard
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First and foremost, Radiohead
have just unloaded their third
release in a one-year period, a
live EP titled, I Might Be
Wrong, probably named after a
song off of their last studio
release, Amnesiac, and not
Radiohead’s attitude concerning
their recent musical direction. I
have just one question: Why
should we still care? 

The band, still arguably the
most important rock group in
the world — despite their best
efforts — put together this
release as a live sampler of
eight songs from four different
European show dates. The dif-
fusion of source offers no histor-
ical continuity, the sound quali-
ty is worse than what you can
get off the Internet, and the
performances are uniformly
mediocre. 

Seven of the eight songs are
from albums released less than
a year ago — I don’t know about
anyone else, but I try not to buy
a song more than once in a
twelve-month period — and the
one previously unreleased
track, the usually beautiful
“True Love Waits,” is a Kid A
reject probably passed over
because it a) has a clear lyrical
message, b) is guitar based, and
c) people other than rock critics
liked it. 

As stated before, the song,
performed on previous tours as
a guitar/keyboard/vocal won-
der, is a masterpiece of a work,
but you almost wouldn’t know it
from the version on this EP.
Presented as a solo Thom-cry-
ing-to-himself type piece, the
track, skeletal and bloated at
the same time, has an almost
kitschy torch-song vibe.
Utterly insincere and with
every vocal flourish punctuated
by sloppy strumming, “True
Love Waits” is, in this setting,
little more than a shallow
excuse to wave lighters and a
poor attempt to make this live
album anything but superflu-
ous. 

My advice to anyone consider-
ing throwing down their hard-
earned fourteen bucks on I
Might Be Wrong is to save the
cash and just download one of
the far superior whole live

shows floating around the Web. 
Canada’s Hayden has at long

last released a follow up to
1998’s major-label backed The
Closer I Get. Dropped by Geffen
Records in the year following
that release, Hayden basically
retreated to his basement for
the next two years, and origi-
nally released only 100 copies of
Skyscraper National Park as a
hand-packaged press for his
friends. Needless to say,
demand necessitated more
copies, and the album has just
gained distribution through the
Universal controlled Hardwood
Records. Rumor has it that
Hayden’s famous low-register
vocals are replaced for the most
part by a not-yet-famous,
although just as effective,
falsetto on this album.

Speaking of great bands
dropped by stupid record
labels, Chicago’s Wilco continue
to sell-out their tour for their
new album Yankee Hotel
Foxtrot, despite the increasing-
ly grim prospects of that album
being officially released.
Recorded in London last sum-
mer with Jim O’Rourke, Foxtrot’s
noisy production made Reprise
Records squeal like a piggy and
drop Wilco faster than a greased
bowling ball at a mitten conven-
tion. Everyone not affiliated
with Reprise who has heard the
album says it’s great, and it’s a
bigger hit online than even the
Tommy Lee tapes. But the prob-
lem will be that by the time a
label gets around to pressing
Yankee Hotel Foxtrot, anyone
who really wanted it will have
already acquired it in a pirated
version. 

Onward to more label stupidi-
ty … Dreamworks Records has
pushed back the U.S. release
date for the Eels’ new LP,
Souljacker, once again, this
time till March 4. Already out in
Canada and Europe, the album
is a brilliant return to rock for
the group, featuring the bad-
dest fuzz guitar tone since the
Kink’s glory days. Dreamworks is
shooting itself in the foot
domestically, if admirably pro-
moting world trade, by this
divergence in release dates.
Let’s face it, if you don’t order
the album online before March,
you really wouldn’t have bought
it anyway. ❍

BY NICK MCGAW
WALF CO-MUSIC DIRECTOR

Show seeks to raise awareness

vagina, Vagina, VAGINA!
Did that bother you? Don’t

worry; the purpose of the upcom-
ing production of The Vagina
Monologues, to be held in
Holmes Auditorium on Feb. 14,
15 and 16, is not to make the audi-
ence feel uncomfortable. 

The AU students and faculty
behind the production have a
much higher calling: they want to
educate as well as fundraise to
help stop violence against
women.

The Vagina Monologues,
penned by playwright Eve
Ensler, speaks of the women’s
often-ignored sex organs in a
way that has barely seen the
light of day. The vagina tells
jokes, speaks of horror stories
and even gets dressed up. 

Women of the Alfred communi-
ty, not just actors, will perform
the play in its entirety. Susan
Morehouse, associate professor
of English and director of
women’s studies, emphasized
that the auditions for Ensler’s
play were open to the whole com-
munity. With such a diverse cast,
the play “should remind of us, of
all women, of all backgrounds, all
nationalities and all emotions,”
Morehouse said.

“People get very nervous
when they hear ‘vagina’ or try to
say it,” Becky Prophet, professor
of theatre, pointed out. “What
the play does is it puts people at
ease.  Yes, it’s about vaginas, but,
really, it’s about women.”

The international touring of
The Vagina Monologues initiated
V-Day, a movement to end vio-
lence toward women. The V-Day
campaign started in 1998, and V-
Day 2002 boasts over 800 events
worldwide. 

Alfred University’s rendition
of The Vagina Monologues came
about when Prophet got a hold of
Morehouse’s copy of the play. The
Vagina Monologues was also a
part of Morehouse’s women writ-
ers English course.

“We [Prophet and Morehouse]

figured that it would be a good
thing for women studies [depart-
ment] to support,” Prophet said.
“And it ought to be student-cre-
ated, student-mounted.”

The formulation of the play
continued as senior Angela
Young took on the role of the
play’s producer and graduate stu-
dent Kristin Grillo as the direc-
tor.

“I was introduced to The
Vagina Monologues long before I
was approached with the offer to
direct it and was impassioned by
the idea that something so impor-
tant as this could be brought to
our campus and community,”
Grillo revealed.

“This [The Vagina
Monologues] is art, activism, aca-
demics and our lives we’re talk-
ing about here,” Morehouse said.
“This is something people come
to college hoping to do during
their college career. It’s part of an
international dialogue”

Aside from entertaining their
audience, Grillo and Young have
discussed that they want the
campus and community to have a
better understanding of women’s
issues when they leave Holmes
Auditorium, “whether that
includes frank discussions of
birth, adolescence, sex, abuse or
to simply have a woman’s per-
spective be heard,” Grillo said.

“Essentially the playwright,
Eve Ensler, makes The Vagina
Monologues available to college
campuses who want to produce
them without their having to pay
royalties,” Morehouse explained.
“Because here’s the great thing:
all proceeds go to organizations
that address issues/problems of
violence against women and chil-
dren at the national and interna-
tional level.”

And the crew of The Vagina
Monologues is definitely working
their activism skills. AU’s The
Vagina Monologues is hoping to
reach their goal of raising $6,000.
Every penny raised will go to an
organization helping to stop vio-
lence against women, Prophet
said. The proceeds can also be
dispersed through the College

Campaign of The Vagina
Monologues.

“For a community our size,
[our goal] is doable but quite a
challenge,” Prophet said.

But raising $6,000 shouldn’t be
a problem considering this is the
first time The Vagina
Monologues is on campus. There
are a number of campuses who
perform The Vagina Monologues
annually, and people will have
seen it three or four times during
their college career. Even more
astounding to Prophet is that
these viewers pay to see it each
time, thus donating money to the
V-Day fund.

Seeing this production annual-
ly may not be so foreign to AU.
Grillo, for one, would like to see
that happen.

“One thing I am striving for is
to establish The Vagina
Monologues as an event that con-
tinues to be performed here at
Alfred, that continues to educate
our campus and involve our sur-
rounding community in the
issues that, much of the time, are
ignored,” Grillo said.

Prophet echoed Grillo’s senti-
ments: “I want to see the Alfred
community gather together
every year to say violence
against women must stop.”

The Vagina Monologues will
open on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 14
and run through Feb. 16 in
Holmes Auditorium. A donation
of $5 for AU students and $10 for
community members is request-
ed. All proceeds will help the pro-
duction’s goal of raising $6,000.
Tickets went on sale during the
lunch hours in the Powell
Campus Center Feb. 4. Tickets
will continue to sell there during
the same hours until the show,
and will also be available at the
door.

“Go to The Vagina Monologues
with your beloved and help to
raise consciousness and end sex-
ual violence against women,”
Morehouse encouraged. “It’s
even better than chocolate, but
we’ll have that there, too.” ❍

BY JUDY TSANG
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

United States — College-related Statistics:
• Every 21 hours on each college campus in the United States there is a rape. (Campus
Outreach Services) 
• From 1993-1998, women ages 16 to 24 experienced the highest per capita rates of intimate
violence (19.6 per 1,000 women).     (“Intimate Partner Violence,” Bureau of Justice Statistics,
May 2000) 
• A woman is most likely to experience an assault during her first two months of college.
(Campus Outreach Services) 
• Nearly 3 percent of college women experienced a completed or attempted rape during the
college year. (“The Sexual Victimization of College Women,” National Institute of Justice and
Bureau of Justice Statistics, January 26, 2001) 
• For completed and attempted rapes, nearly 90 percent of the victims knew the offender, who
was usually a classmate, friend, ex-boyfriend or acquaintance. (“The Sexual Victimization of
College Women,” National Institute of Justice and Bureau of Justice Statistics, January 26,
2001)

United States — National Statistics:
• 1 in 6 women in the United States has experienced an attempted or completed sexual assault.
(Centers for Disease Control and Prevention) 
• Somewhere in America a woman is battered, usually by her intimate partner, every 15 sec-
onds. (United Nations Study on the Status of Women, 2000) 
• Somewhere in America, a woman is raped every 90 seconds. (US Department of Justice,
2000) 
• 1 in 3 murdered females are killed by a partner, versus 3.6 percent of males. (US Department
of Justice, May 2000) 
• Approximately 1 million women are stalked annually in the United States. (US Department
of Justice, November 1998) 
• According to the Justice Department, 1 in 2 rape victims is under 18; 1 in 6 is under 12. (Child
rape victims, 1992) 
• Boys who witness their fathers’ violence are 10 times more likely to engage in spouse abuse
in later adulthood than boys from non-violent homes. (Family Violence Interventions for the
Justice System, 1993) 

The Fiat loves
vaginas, too!



Even after winning a Grammy
Award in 2000, earning the dis-
tinction of Time magazine’s
America’s Best Rappers in 2001
and inducing countless rave
reviews, The Roots are still not
as famous as it seems they
should be. 

“Before The Roots came to
campus, I had never heard of
them,” said senior art and design
major Jenny Peete. “After the
show, I thought they were really
talented, especially when I saw
that each band member could
perform well individually,” she
said. 

Blackthought and ?uestlove,
the two original band members
remaining, formed The Roots in
1987 while attending the
Philadelphia Art High School
together. After a few years of
struggle, playing in the streets,
discovery and a European
album, The Roots landed their
first American record deal. 

From the beginning, The
Roots developed a reputation for
blurring the lines between the
already established musical gen-
res of hip-hop and rock. They
combined live instruments typi-
cally seen in rock bands with hip-
hop lyrics and human-generated
beat box sound. 

Five albums later, the band
played at Alfred University’s
McLane Center on Jan. 25. 

“It’s still a struggle,” said
?uestlove in an interview after
the show. “It’s not like you see us

on this network 24/7, or on that
particular radio station. We are
always working,” he said. 

Bobby Rosenstock, an AU
sophomore BAFA student, has
been following the band since
1998 and has seen them four
times in concert. 

“They are pretty well known,
but they are not famous,”
Rosenstock said. 

It is hard to tell how talented
they are by listening to their
albums alone, because it is diffi-
cult to tell that the sounds are

not synthesized, said
Rosenstock.

“Once you see them live,
you’re hooked,” said Rosenstock.

Greg Slingluff, a sophomore
art and design student and ama-
teur hip-hop performer, said that
their combination of different
genres is unique, and therefore
differentiates them from other
bands in the market. However,
Rosenstock said that such diver-
sity might prohibit people that
are interested in either rock or
hip-hop to commit as a hard-core

fan. 
?uestlove advised aspiring

musicians that success in the
industry is dependent largely
upon computers and the
Internet.

“When I was coming up, it
was a cassette player and luck,”
?uestlove said. “A CD burner?
What was that?” 

The band relies its Web site
to remain in constant touch with
the fans. 

“I’m on that site three or four
hours a day,” ?uestlove said. 

In his opinion, not many
artists take advantage of the
Internet and what it has to offer.

Actually face to face with the
fans during concerts can be
scary, ?uestlove said. “I don’t
like coming to the edge of the
stage sometimes,” he said.
“Usually that is when someone
flies a CD at your nose.” 

He continued, “I like the
energy of a college show. College
kids are probably the most loyal
fans you’ll have,” he said. In fact,
the band still hears from fans
that graduated in 1994 from the
colleges they played. 

The future is busy. Each
member of the band has multiple
projects in the works from movie
roles to producing albums for
other musicians. 

Their next album,
Phrenology, is due for release on
June 29. 

It is a shorter album with
some punk and rock elements.
?uestlove describes the album
version of Water, a song per-
formed during the concert, as
“some-Miles-Davis-on-on-the-
c o r n e r- f o r- e l e v e n - m i n u t e s
song.” 

In the past, they were trying
to be a band that sounds like a
hip-hop record, ?uestlove said.
“This time we just took advan-
tage of the fact that we are a
band.” 

Slingluff said that regardless
of whether they become wildly
famous or not, The Roots’ ener-
gy on stage indicates that they
have a good time doing their
jobs. ❍
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?uestlove reveals journey of The Roots
BY ASHLEY BRENON

STAFF WRITER

REVIEW

Darkness, then a boom of musi-
cal and sensory explosion.  What
is being described?  The
entrance of up-and–coming rap
superstars, The Roots.  

The Philly-based band began
their performance on a pitch-
black stage, which threw the
audience off because most
expected to see the group enter.
Some may have even wondered
if the lights were malfunction-
ing.  

When the lights did come on,

Alfred University was in for a
treat.

This Student Activities Board,
Poder Latino, UMOJA and
Shades of Ebony-sponsored
event attracted over 1,000 spec-
tators who were immediately
entranced by the stage presence
of The Roots, a rap group who
plays their own instruments.

The sound quality ranged
from good to poor throughout
the night.  Even though the
speakers were not perfect, the
stage show was the most amaz-
ing act that I have seen.  

Lead vocalist Tariq

“Blackthought” Trotter rapped
with emotion and got the audi-
ence’s adrenaline flowing.  

The sound of the band had a
hip-hop/jazz feel with instru-
mentals that highlighted the
masterful abilities of Leon
“Hub” Hubbard on the bass gui-
tar and rhythmic soulful beats
by Ahmir “?uestlove” Thompson
on drums.  

The show had amazing aerial
light strobes that spewed color-
ful arrangements and patterns of
light on the stage. It gave a
somewhat surreal and psyche-
delic look to the performers.

One of the most interesting
aspects to the performance was
the vocal display by the “human
beat box” Scratch.  He created
complex sounds such as turnta-
bles going in reverse, and then
quickly speeding up as if there
was a live disc jockey actually
scratching on turntables.

Blackthought had a forceful
and charismatic ability to draw
the crowd into call and respons-
es, as he shouted to the crowd to
reply to his phrases with speci-
fied words, creating a dialogue in
effect.

The Roots did not stick solely
to their own material.  Early on
the band played portions of Rick
James’ “Super Freak.”  

The audience enjoyed listen-
ing to The Roots’ original mater-
ial, but also took pleasure in
hearing some favorites that one
might not normally hear at a rap
concert.  

Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen
Spirit” was played as well as the
highly unlikely Guns and Roses,
“Welcome to the Jungle.”  

The Roots displayed their ver-
satility as they played songs
with the rougher street sound
that represent the rap portion of
their arsenal, but also showed
that they could slow the pace
down quite substantially to
reflect a soulful R&B and jazz
sound on some songs.

It was clear that The Roots
were a special creation of indi-
viduals who could each be stars
on their own due to the over-
whelming talent.

Both ?uestlove and Hub took
turns on their respective instru-

ments to do an exhibition of the
talent that each possesses.  

?uestlove drummed quickly so
that the drumsticks became
almost invisible as he pounded
out a thunderous beat.  Hub
played his bass so aggressively
and with such fervor, that one
might have thought that they
were at a heavy metal concert.  

Overall, the Alfred crowd
seemed to love the show and
really appreciated the remark-
able musical talent of The Roots.

Stage presence being of the
utmost importance at a concert,
The Roots seem to have nothing
stopping them from becoming
huge.  Compared to fellow rap-
pers who use electronic sound
machines and prerecorded
tracks, The Roots possess a real-
ity that seldom is seen by large
acts.  

They exhibit none of the
flaunting of gold or platinum as
most rappers do, and the down-
to-earth nature of the group
struck a chord with the down-to-
earth Alfred audience that could
really feel the talent behind the
songs.   

Throughout the night, The
Roots exemplified the qualities
needed for true stardom.  Alfred
is lucky to have hosted such a
rising group on our campus.  

SAB deserves much credit for
selecting a truly gifted group of
musicians who have the qualities
of poise and fantastic execution
on stage.  

If this concert is representa-
tive of The Roots wholly, then it
is quite obvious to me that the
band is destined for greatness. ❍

Philly-base Roots blows McLane audience away
BY MICHAEL TOPP

CIRCULATIONS MANAGER

PHOTO BY JANET MELIN

Members of the Student Activities Board along with Director of Student Activities Dan Napolitano pose with ?uest-
love of the Roots during an interview session before the large act concert in McLane Center.

PHOTOS BY PHOTO EDITOR ERICA ROBINSON

Scratch, of The Roots, awes the audience with his “human beat box” skills at the large act concert.
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POINT & COUNTERPOINT

The government is scary!  It’s trying to
take all the good stuff away from
America, and I’m sure you good people
know what I’m talking about.  You see it
everyday in your lives, in places where
you live and work and learn.  The gov-
ernment is stomping on your basic free-
doms!

I first became aware of this problem
when I read Michael Topp’s article about
the banning of cell phones while driving.
I thought to myself, “How dare the gov-
ernment take our phones!  I should form
a militia to take our phones back!”

The militia idea fell through when I
couldn’t get enough people to join — it’s
really hard to start a militia without
funding, also Drew Carey was on — but
I’m still outraged at the government try-
ing to inject itself into our personal lives.

For example, if I wanted to break
someone’s legs, I couldn’t legally do that.
Not even if I had a good reason, say, for
example, this individual was the
boyfriend of a girl I was stalking and he
started intercepting my love notes to her
and started asking too many lousy ques-
tions about why there were dead animals
on her window sill.  They’re LOVE
OFFERINGS, darn it, and I sacrificed
those animals for our undying love, and
even the restraining order you have
against me won’t work because our love
is TIMELESS and ENDLESS.

That’s hypothetical, of course.
But the point is, I can’t break his legs.

Apparently — and I’m no law student

here, so I could be wrong — I’m also not
allowed to set cars on fire, steal CDs or
smuggle four pounds of cocaine across
the Mexican border in a piñata shaped
like Yogi Bear.

And they call it the land of the free.
It wasn’t always like this.  Back in the

good old days things were simpler.
Parents could forcefully discipline their
kids and cocaine was sold openly at drug
stores!  There were no “age of consent”
laws and toxic emissions were just part
of the industrial process!  People smoked
openly on the Tonight Show!  

I want my cell phone back.  I liked
talking on it as I was driving down the
highway on a nice sunny day in Andover,
being chased by state police for “aggra-
vated assault against an officer of the
law” or some such nonsense.  My excuse
was if he hadn’t caught me robbing that
store, I wouldn’t have hit him with the
two-by-four.  

It all comes down to whom you trust.
Do you trust an oppressive government
to make laws or someone like me to drive
properly while talking on the phone?  Do
you trust a government who regularly
bombs innocent people, or me, who only
bombs the houses of suspected
Communists?  Do you trust a govern-
ment who has lied about its involvement
in Central American guerilla wars, or
me, who’s only financed them?

The government can have their laws.
I’m keeping my cell phone.  And they’re
not going to get it from me until they pry
it from my COLD, DEAD-

Wait, hold on, I’ve got a call. ❍

I really don’t think you should have a cel-
lular phone.

They’re very dangerous. They distract
people while they’re driving and tie up
their hands making it difficult to steer
out of a possible accident. They make you
look stupid when you’re in a restaurant
or other crowded public place. You’ve got
to shout into your phone because the per-
son on the other end can’t hear you. They
emit radiation that causes brain cancer,
skin cancer or hair cancer.

Results are inconclusive, but tests
have shown that some newer models of
cellular phones also emit a previously
undiscovered form of energy that has
been dubbed “crazy waves.” These crazy
waves make you do the most idiotic
things. You may have seen some direct
results in your local paper: a man tried to
light his sneakers on an airplane. Mike
Tyson mistook a body part for a Wendy’s
Triple. George Lucas thought putting
N*Sync into his upcoming movie was a
good idea.

Crazy!
As you can see, I have good reason to

fear for your safety. I cannot, in good con-
science, let you keep your cellular phone
while the legislation banning them
trudges through Congress. That leaves
me only one option. I need to take your
cell phone away from you.

Besides, your cell phone is so much
better than mine. It’s got this cool carry-
ing case and a sleek black design that just
blows my clunky Buck Rogers-style cell

phone out of the water. And your phone
actually uses the Arabic alphabet. I’m
sick of carrying around these Dead Sea
Scrolls to try and figure out which of
these is the ‘Send’ button.

Your phone also uses a compact keypad
with several memory options for speed
dialing. Mine still uses this darned rotary
mechanism. Your phone has caller ID,
caller ID scrambler, caller ID scrambler
unscrambler and the new caller ID
scrambler unscrambler scrambler. The
operator has to come on and tell me who’s
calling me.

Your phone clips conveniently onto my
belt. Mine has a similar feature: it clips
conveniently to a dolly that I have to
wheel around with me. Also, when your
phone rings it can play any number of
catchy tunes. Mine can only play “It’s A
Small World” or that eighties hit “As We
Raise Our Guns of Pain” by Trixter.

Still, I think the best feature that your
phone has is the hands-free option. This
idea is going to be extremely useful. It
can keep drivers out of some sticky situa-
tions. Now, when I call 1-900-HOT-
CLOWN, my hands are totally free to
roam!

To roam wherever they must.
I’m really looking forward to having

your cell phone over spring break. I’m
flying down to Florida with my family.
This new technology will let me call the
N*Sync fan club hotline while eating a
Wendy’s Triple and trying to smoke my
Adidas. I hope they play Buck Rogers on
the flight.

I love that show. ❍

I Want My Cellphone! I Want Your Cellphone
BY ETHAN KAYE

POINT

BY CORY M. BISHOP
COUNTERPOINT

Kyle comes out of retirement

There’s no graceful way to come
out of retirement.

It’s like telling the waiter,
“Excuse me, did you throw out
that soufflé yet? It seems I was-
n’t done after all.” Now not only
do you look like a total idiot, but
you’ve just asked to eat out of
the trash.

Michael Jordan came out of
retirement. Twice, in fact.
Although he received flak from
critics, he got a tremendous
reception from his many fans for
doing a superb job. I figure I can
do pretty much the same here,
and get a lukewarm reaction
from both my fans for doing my
job half-assed. 

The parallel between Jordan
and I works on so many levels:
we both left retirement from
boredom. We both had a mighty
need to return to the games we
played. Also, we’re both tall,
bald and endorse Hanes under-
pants.

That’s right, ladies.
The big difference is that

Jordan didn’t return to the court
to cover for Dave Fogelman. As
faithful readers know, Dave was
supposed to take over for me
upon my departure. I was only
conjured forth from the dark,
sinister heart of Wellsville when
Dave caught some illness that
was going around campus. He
would have taken the helm, but
there are stigma attached to
some afflictions, and he was
shunned by the rest of the Fun
Page.

Don’t sweat it, Dave. I still
love you. I’ll focus on writing the
column, and you focus on clear-
ing up that chlamydia.

It’s for the best, anyway,
because this gives me something
to do. Life after college is very
unfulfilling. Life was mine for
the taking, I thought. My new
found adult status would cata-
pult me forward into the work-
place, where I would have great
success and accomplish many
great things!

Alas, that dream is false. The
greatest accomplishment I’ve
made so far is eating leftover
chicken and watching Iron Chef
in my Hanes underpants.

That’s right, ladies.
I’m sure I’d have more success

if I left Wellsville, but I don’t
have the money yet to move.
Living there would be okay,

though, because Wellsville’s pop-
ulace should rejoice to have
someone like me in their midst!
Think of all the things I’d bring
to the community: youth, ener-
gy, a college education, innova-
tive ideas and the ability to walk
erect.

And, of course, fire. In a town
of 8,000 people and half as many
teeth, that alone should be
enough to secure my place as
their lord and master.

They already have fire,
though, so my despotic dreams
were dashed. There’s not much
happening in Wellsville. My long
years of study have only given
me the prospect of changing dia-
pers at the old folks’ home, wait-
ing tables at Ponderosa or man-
ning a mop at Eckerd.

I’d take the Eckerd job, but
I’m holding out for Rite Aid.
That’s where the real money’s
at.

I shall continue to write my
column until I find gainful
employment, conquer Wellsville
or Dave Fogelman kicks the
clap. So, for a few more weeks at
least, I will remain the lazy, cyn-
ical Campus Observer you’ve all
come to regard with such indif-
ference: eager, vigilant and free
of venereal disease.

That’s right, ladies. That’s
right. ❍

Observations
on

stuff
BY KYLE TOROK
CAMPUS OBSERVER

MacHomer cometh

(U-WIRE) COLLEGE PARK, Md. —
MacHomer: The Simpsons Do
Macbeth is exactly what it sounds
like: America’s favorite dysfunc-
tional family, sent back to fictional
11th-century Scotland to have its
way with that most immortal of
bards, William “Big Willie”
Shakespeare. And yet, there’s
more: One intrepid Canadian actor
named Rick Miller handles all the
action. He’s mastered 50 (50!)
Simpsons voices and found places
for them all in what once was a
twelve-character play. 

Last semester, Miller agreed to
do an interview to clear up a few
questions, like how the hell anyone
could possibly come up with this
idea. He explained it thusly: “I was
performing in Macbeth right out of
school in 1994. I was playing
Murderer #2, and I had a lot of
time on my hands, and basically
decided to make fun of our cast
with a little cast party spoof. And
that’s where MacHomer came
from.

So, how did Miller decide how to
cast this production of Macbeth?
“It was trial and error at first,”
Miller said. “Some of them really
screamed to be cast — Homer and
Marge, of course, as a dysfunction-
al family playing another dysfunc-

tional family, worked really well as
Macbeth and Lady. King Duncan
takes on a slightly more evil
twinge when he’s being played by
Mr. Burns, and hence his son
Malcom is played by Smithers, so
that sets up a homoerotic thing.
Barney as Macduff has a little
more weight and a little more
pathos, which suits Macduff quite
well. 

“Ned Flanders as Banquo suits
pretty well because Homer ends
up killing him. And for example, I
don’t do Bart very well, so I have
to kill Bart off very quickly, so I
have him playing Fleance. Then he
leaves because he finds it boring,
so I get to bring in a whole bunch
of other characters as understud-
ies.

“The part where my writing
came across was in the adaptation
and in the mangling of the
Shakespeare when in the hands of
Homer, for example. A dagger
becomes a pizza, and that type of
scenario.

“I love having full, rowdy hous-
es,” he said after I informed him of
Maryland spectating habits. “To
have a rowdy crowd of people who
are fresh with The Simpsons, and
hopefully Macbeth, is really ideal. I
think we’re in a 600-seat venue ...
There’s a big video screen and a
live feed and a lot of stuff to bring
it up to a certain scale, and I think
600 is going to be perfect.” ❍

BY ANDREW LINDEMANN
THE DIAMONDBACK

U. MARYLAND



(U-WIRE) LOS ANGELES —When
one rock star learns to share,
that’s a big deal. So, how likely
is it that four female songwrit-
ers could come together and
tour as a collective, alternating
songs, and — get this — work
together? Take notes, Axl.

“Everyone always asks us if
we’re going to tear each other’s
hair out or get in a cat fight, but
it’s like, yeah, we all have egos,
and we’re all artists and that’s
part of the mix,” said Jess
Klein, one of the voices, during
a telephone interview. “But
that’s also why we can make
music and go to wherever songs
are going and take audiences
places and have a good time and
let it all fly.” 

Klein shares the “Voices”
stage with her peers, Erin
McKeown, Rose Polenzani and
Beth Amsel. The four voices are
getting their 2002 national tour
underway, which Amsel
describes as a three-month,
2002 extravaganza.  

The four members of the
“Voices” project are quick to
stress that “Voices” is just that,
a project and not a band. There
is no intention to ever make a
studio album together, or even
write songs together. Instead,
they view “Voices” as a chance
to go on tour and hone their
crafts while expanding their
respective audiences as a com-
plement to their solo careers. 

“In theory the idea behind
‘Voices’ was that we would com-
bine all of our audiences. So
there would be a little cheering
section for me, and one for
Beth, one for [each of us], but I
don’t think that it’s turned out
that way,” McKeown said. “I
don’t think it’s been as pre-
dictable, and I think there are

some people who are just fans
of ‘Voices’ and not just us indi-
vidually.” 

Regardless of where they’re
coming from, music fans are
turning out to see the on-stage
dynamic of these four musically
empowered women. The inter-
est that “Voices” has generated
in the past four years in which
they’ve toured together, spo-
radically, is a product of their
live show. 

On any given
night at a “Voices”
concert, the audi-
ence might get to
see McKeown play
accordion or piano,
or Klein bring out a
sampler, or
Polenzani play a
drum solo on one
box. These are
instruments which
the women get to
play for fun, and
which they are
amateurs on. 

“It’s amazing, I
think, anytime you
get to step out of
the normal bounds
of what you do,”
Amsel said.
“Whether it’s even a little bit
uncomfortable, we get to do
things in ‘Voices’ that we never
get to do in our solo careers.
Jess plays clarinet, and I get to
play cello, and I could never do
that and play guitar and sing at
the same time.” 

Other highlights of the show
include a chance for the audi-
ence to shout out requests, and
hear the “Voices” put together
an a cappella arrangement of
the song right there. 

The sound of the “Voices” live
show, which is for the most part
based around vocals and
acoustic guitars, maintains a
primarily folk feel with splashes
of other genres of American

roots music adding texture.
Since their first shows together,
many of them have begun play-
ing much bigger music in their
solo careers, but have kept that
outside of the “Voices” experi-
ence, according to McKeown. 

The simple instrumentation,
however, does not necessarily
make for a straight ahead show.
According to Polenzani, at least
50 percent of what they bring to

the stage is improvised. 
“We’ve got a bunch of songs

that we haven’t rehearsed very
much, a bunch of songs that are
new that we’re working on, or
cover songs,” Polenzani said. 

The women embrace the loose
trial and error atmosphere with
the “Voices” project. The live
show is not scripted. They don’t
have any songs that are perma-
nently in the setlist, and the
fact that they know they’ll be
improvising adds to the comfort
level of the shows for Polenzani.
The openness yields a show that
can be spontaneous, bawdy and
raucous. 

“Sometimes the show is hilar-
ious and we’re all talking and
it’s perfect timing, and other

times, it’s more artistic and less
clever,” Polenzani said. “It’s
such an organic show.
Sometimes it is theatrical, we
used to talk about what hams
we are sometimes, but we can’t
even count on that. We’re just a
pretty honest group of people
when it comes to being our-
selves on stage.” 

“Voices on the Verge” origi-
nated in the fall of 1998 when

the four women were
all booked to play the
Iron Horse. They
decided to go on
together, instead of
doing four individual
showcases. The suc-
cess of that show
spawned them to con-
tinue and record the
“Live in Philadelphia”
album. 

The success of
“Voices” is at least
partially dependent on
the undercurrent of
tension and individu-
ality of four very dif-
ferent songwriters
sharing one stage.
Amsel loves William
Faulkner, Tom Petty
and singer-songwrit-

ers from her hometown of
Boulder, Colorado. McKeown is
an educated musician who just
graduated from Brown
University last year. Polenzani
and Klein are from Chicago and
Rochester, N.Y., respectively. 

“I think it’s very important
that Voices has always been
seen as four different songwrit-
ers who come together to sup-
port each other by, you know,
singing harmony, working on
arrangements with each other,”
Polenzani said. “Part of the
thing that’s so special about it is
that we’re all honing our own
voices; we’re all in our own
careers.” 

They provide each other with
a community where construc-

tive criticism is available, that
might otherwise be hard to find
in the music business. They also
work hard to make sure it’s fun
for each other, because it’s often
easy to get freaked out, accord-
ing to Polenzani. 

Despite their mutual support
and respect for each other, they
aren’t necessarily best friends
like many bands claim to be.
Their interactions with each
other are an integral part of the
project that is “Voices.” 

“When we’re not doing
‘Voices on the Verge,’ if we
don’t talk to each other, it’s not
because we hate each other; it’s
probably because we’re really
busy,” said McKeown. “We all
lead the kind of lives where
we’ve got friends we see at
home, and friends we see on the
road and never the twain shall
meet.” 

When they get together they
are, like the name suggests, on
the verge of something. What
they’re on the verge of though
is subject to interpretation by
the voices themselves. With
true existential wisdom and a
laugh, Amsel declared that it’s
the 2002 tour. Where for Klein,
it refers to the brink of larger
success and their attempts to
push things musically.
McKeown wants the project to
collect an audience that is more
interested in an artist’s growth
than their backside. According
to Polenzani their verge is a
very good jumping off point and
a door opener for their solo
careers. 

Their opinions don’t quite
match, nor do their personali-
ties. But when put on stage
together, something works out
right. 

“If someone was going to put
a choir together they would
never put the four of us togeth-
er, I think,” Polenzani said.
“The fact that we blend togeth-
er at all is sort of a miracle.” ❍
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Brown Property
Development

607-266-8921

Brown Property Development has
many rental options available.

All our apartments and houses are
centrally located in the village with

great amenities.

www.alfredrental.com

Fraternities • Sororities
Clubs • Student Groups

Earn $1,000-$2,000 this semester with the easy
Campusfundraiser.com three hour fundraising event.  Does
not involve credit card applications. Fundraising dates are
filling quickly, so call today! Contact Campusfundraiser.com
at (888) 923-3238, or visit  www.campusfundraiser.com

***ACT NOW! GUARANTEE THE
BEST SPRING BREAK PRICES!

SOUTH PADRE, CANCUN,
JAMAICA, BAHAMAS, ACAPULCO,

FLORIDA & MARDI GRAS. 
REPS NEEDED ... TRAVEL FREE,

EARN $$$. GROUP DISCOUNTS
FOR 6+. 800-838-8293 /

WWW.LEISURETOURS.COM

• the best in fresh
fruits and vegetables
• delicious cheeses
• natural snacks
• natural juices
• fresh fish weekly
• great breads

Just one block from Main Street!
14 1/4 W. University St.

Open 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. Mon. - Fri.
12 noon - 5 p.m. Sat. & Sun.

607- 587-8840

Polenzani & Amsel talk of collaborating ‘voices’
BY ANTHONY BROMBERG

DAILY BRUIN

U, CALIFORNIA-LOS ANGELES

“Sometimes the show is
hilarious and we’re all
talking and it’s perfect

timing, and other times,
it’s more artistic and less

clever. It’s such 
an organic show.”

—Rose Polenzani  

Voices on the Verge visits AU’s Coffeehouse,
Saturday, March 23



(U-WIRE) WINSTON-SALEM, N.C. —
This century has seen monkeys
at the forefront of scientific
research, from space flights to
genetic testing. But a unique
study done at the Wake Forest
University’s School of Medicine
hooked monkeys on the same
drug as rock stars and athletes:
cocaine.

Scientists have concluded
that cocaine addition in mon-
keys is closely linked to social
order.

The study was written by
Michael Nader, an associate pro-
fessor for the departments of
physiology and pharmacology
and of radiology at the universi-
ty School of Medicine in con-
junction with nine associates.
Nader’s and his colleagues’
work is receiving worldwide
attention after its publication in
this month’s Nature
Neuroscience.

Scientists put 20 Masque
monkeys into small groups.
Once a social order was estab-
lished, the scientists allowed the
monkeys to inject themselves
with cocaine.

Results showed that the mon-
keys that were more dominant
in the groups were less likely to
become addicted.

“The positive spin on that is
environment enrichment —
changes in the environment that
enhance someone’s condition —
can protect them from drug
abuse,” Nader said in the Jan.
21 Winston-Salem Journal.

“The negative is that stres-
sors — in this case a social
stressor — can also impact the
likelihood that a drug will have
a greater potential for abuse.”

Cocaine blocks the dopamine
receptors in the brain, allowing
the dopamine, a natural chemi-
cal that triggers the feeling of
being high, to linger rather than
being absorbed.

Dominant monkeys ended up
with 20 percent more dopamine
receptors in their brains than
the subordinate monkeys. This
allowed them to absorb the
dopamine at the same rate that
they would without the cocaine,
so they never used enough to
become addicted.

“There is a typical character-
istic to how they respond,”

Nader said. 

“We can say that the drug is
serving as a reinforcer in the
dominant monkeys, it was not.
They did not press the lever
very much to get the cocaine,”
he said

The subordinate monkeys had
fewer receptors, so the cocaine
blocked them more efficiently.
The dopamine stayed in their
brains longer, and they grew to
like the cocaine.

Since its publication, the
study has received attention

from scientists around the
world.

“I have received many com-
ments from around the world ...
Germany, Australia, England,
Canada, Brazil. A large majori-
ty of the comments have been
very positive,” Nader said.

According to Sara Shaw, a
university graduate and now a
full-time lab technician, “I think
it’s fascinating that we’ve shown
that almost 100 percent of the
dominant monkeys didn’t get
addicted to cocaine. You can do a
lot with these results.”

The interest in the study has
put the university School of
Medicine in the spotlight.

“Only a few labs socially
house monkeys like we do here,”
Shaw said. 

“The monkeys are all male to
avoid sex issues. For example, if

two males were with a female,
there would be too much compe-
tition.”

Despite being on cocaine, the
monkeys are all in good health,
Nader said.

Shaw said, “The catheters
used to give the cocaine intra-
venously occasionally did cause
some infections, but this was
normal and not unusual. As far
as the cocaine itself, the drug
has not caused any problems.”

Nader emphasized the contin-
ued well-being of the monkeys.
“We will limit the amount of
cocaine that they get,” he said.
“So, that there’s a very, very
small likelihood that the cocaine
will have any kind of adverse
effect on them. You could not
walk back there and tell which
monkey had cocaine and which
didn’t.” ❍
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Spring Break -
Nassau/Paradise Island,
Cancun and Jamaica from
$459. Air, Hotel, Transfers,

Parties and More!
Organize small group - earn

FREE trips plus commissions! 
Call 1-800-GET-SUN-1

U of R to test out campus pub; Should AU?
Do students need a new place on
campus to kick back and tem-
porarily get away from the
stresses of college life?

“‘The real basis is not alcohol
but a meeting place for people to
hang out,” said John LaBoda,
University of Rochester’s
Student Association President
recently told Rochester’s
Democrat and Chronicle in
regards to the new on campus
pub.

Many colleges and universi-
ties used to have on campus
pubs before the legal drinking
age increased to 21. Pubs are

trying to make a comeback at
colleges and universities.
Locally, the University of
Rochester opened their new on-
campus pub, the Hive, on Jan.
31.

Campuses that have on-cam-
pus pubs do not focus on stu-
dents going there to become
intoxicated. Instead, it is a place
for students to get together and
have fun without having to leave
campus to for a drink.

Should AU think about having
a pub on campus again? That’s
right, again. Like many schools
throughout the country, AU use
to have its own on-campus pub. 

The pub was located in the
Rogers Campus Center, said

Norm Pollard, director of the
Counseling and Student
Development Center. The
Rogers Campus Center was torn
down to build the new Powell
Campus Center, continued
Pollard. Pollard recalls the pub
closing when the drinking age
changed from 18 to 21.

The main concerns of on-cam-
pus pubs are found in the alcohol
policies of schools. With such
concern placed on the campus
pubs, some colleges are using
the environment as an example
of drinking in moderation.

“Far more often than not, col-
lege students are able to enjoy
alcohol in moderation and
responsibly. Students at AU

have told us that 80 percent
drink moderately or not at all,”
said Jennifer George, coordina-
tor of the Alcohol and Other
Drug Education Program at AU.

Pubs that are on campus can
provide more to the students
than the simple bar. The pub
scene could be used to give stu-
dent bands stagetime. Speakers
could use the pub as a type of
forum. The ways pubs can be
used are not limited. The num-
ber of on-campus pubs should
not be limited due to alcohol
either.

In a small rural area like
Alfred, an on-campus pub could
be another attraction to
prospective students. The on-

campus pub would not affect
local business either. The-on
campus pub would be a place to
get food, more than just pizza,
and have a beer without having
to knock people over to get the
bar. A strict carding policy
would have to be enforced. A
potential limitation on the type
of alcohol served is also a possi-
bility.

In a community where success
is stressed, the pub would be
watched over carefully. Like the
Hive, an AU pub could run on an
18-month trial basis. A variety
of measures could be used to
ensure a positive outcome from
the pub. ❍

BY BRENDA MULLIGAN
STAFF WRITER

Alfred Univ. wins over New York City students
St. John’s University, New York
University, Brooklyn College,
Fordham University: all well
known and located in New York
City. So, why are so many
minority freshmen choosing
Alfred University over the New
York City-based schools?

Over the last couple of years,
AU has been attracting a rather
impressive number of minority
students from the New York
metropolitan area to Alfred.

So, are our minority freshmen
adjusting to Alfred?

“Alfred is definitely different

to the Bronx, but I am getting
used to it,” said Ihuoma Ude, a
freshman. “The people in Alfred
are cool and fortunately I have
never been in any racist situa-
tions”

But racism is the last thing on
some freshmen’s mind.

As strange as it sounds, most
students from New York City
were attracted to AU to get
away from the hustle and bustle
of the city.

“I know if I went to school in
the city, I wouldn’t be focused
on my studies. My friends and I
would be partying every single
day of the week,” said
Manhattan native Corey Rojas.

Freshman Janiris Diaz
agreed.

“I live in the Bronx and I
wanted a change of pace. And
quite frankly, GJ’s [Gentleman’s
Jims] is a change for me,” said
Diaz. “I wanted to be able to
concentrate and Alfred pro-
vides the best environment for
focusing.”

Most minority freshmen have
admitted to being skeptical of
what AU had to offer socially
and culturally.

According to Diaz and Ude,
they are both active members in
the minority groups on campus.

“We are members of Poder
Latino, Umoja and the

Caribbean Association,” said
Ude and Diaz.

“We took part in the fashion
show that the Caribbean
Student Association held last
week,” added Ude.

Academically, it seems like
AU minority freshmen are fond
of and adjusting to AU.

According to Ude, the small
class sizes were her main
attraction. “I’m in a class of an
average of 10 people compared
to the large classes of 70 people
in the city,” said Ude.

Many freshmen from New
York City seem to love the fact
that they are treated as individ-
uals here at AU, opposed to as

an identification number, which
is common in most big New
York City universities.

According to Diaz, AU’s pro-
fessors are willing to go the
extra mile to help their stu-
dents. “They [professors] are
approachable and I get one-on-
one attention, which is very
important,” added Diaz.

These transplant students
are adjusting to Alfred and
enjoying their college experi-
ence.

According to Diaz, “we make
some of our best friends in col-
lege and this I am looking very
forward to.” ❍

BY REESA LOCKETT
STAFF WRITER

Study shows cocaine use tied to social order
BY NICK PHILLIPS
OLD GOLD & BLACK

WAKE FOREST U.

Volunteer as an Overnight Host

It's a great opportunity to have fun, meet new people
and share your experiences at Alfred University with a
prospective student.  

Hosts are needed for:
FFrriiddaayy,,  MMaarrcchh  2222,,  22000022

The evening before our Accepted Student
Kickoff to be held on Saturday, March 23, 2002
FFrriiddaayy,,  AApprriill  55,,  22000022

The evening before our Accepted Student
Kickoff to be held on Saturday, April 6, 2002
TThhuurrssddaayy,,  AApprriill  1111,,  22000022

Accepted Student NYC Bus Trip: April 11 -12,
2002

For more information visit our information table this
Wednesday and Thursday in Powell Campus Center
from 11am-1pm or contact Mandy Hansen in the

Office of Admissions at x2115 / e-mail
hansenm@alfred.edu.

“Despite being
on cocaine, the
monkeys are all
in good health”

—Michael Nader



(U-WIRE) ST. LOUIS, Mo. — For the
first time in 22 years, the
Washington University School of
Law has decided to inflate the
grades of its graduating stu-
dents.

The decision, prompted pri-
marily by grade inflation at peer
schools as well as an increase in
the quality of the School of Law’s
student body, is aimed at giving
more of a competitive edge to
WUSL graduates.

The grading scale was changed
from 65 to 100 with a forced
median score of 83 to a scale of 70
to 100 with a forced median of 87.
This new scale is intended to run
closer to that of the law school’s
peer institutions.

Professor of Law Daniel
Keating headed the commission
that sought faculty approval of
the proposed grade inflation.
Keating stated that a study con-
ducted by WUSL found that
there had been a steady creep in
the grades of peer schools over
the years.

“In a survey that we did of the
35 schools in U.S. News and

World Report that we are in the
middle of, we looked at schools
numbered 10 to 45 and we found
that on average the middle score
at those peer schools is a B-plus.
We did a mini-poll of our employ-
ers to ask them what they viewed
as an 83. The general response
was a B-minus,” said Keating.

As a result of the study, WUSL
took action in order to avoid a
competitive disadvantage for
WUSL graduates entering the
job market.

Keating stated that prior to
the decision to inflate grades,
WUSL graduates did suffer
slightly from comparisons of
their numerical grades relative
to those of graduates at peer
schools.

“I think they suffered at the
margin. I think any employer
who is rational is only going to
care about the quality of students
at the particular school and
where that student fits within
that particular student body and
shouldn’t care about the way the
final grade is expressed,” said
Keating. “Unfortunately, some
employers do, and to the extent
that they do, we did not want to
continue disadvantaging our stu-
dents relative to students at our

peer schools.”
Some law professors disagreed

with the administration’s deci-
sion to inflate grades at WUSL.

Professor Dick Kuntz felt that
there were alternatives to the
decision to inflate grades.

“Contributing to grade infla-
tion is a bad decision. There is
really no end in sight if you start
down that road,” said Kuntz.
“What [we] could [have done] is
provided prospective employers
with information about how our
grades relate to institutions else-
where. We could have even tried
to work with institutions to come
to some kind of an agreement
about grade inflation, but we just
jumped on the grade inflation
bandwagon.” 

Professor Bruce LaPierre
echoed Kuntz’s concerns.  

“We are meeting competitive
pressures. If we meet competi-
tive pressures this time, someone
else is then going to try and meet
our competitive pressure and
raise their median,” said
LaPierre. 

LaPierre also felt peer schools
that saw themselves as better
would try to raise their grades to
match WU Law’s inflation.

“It is hard to believe that a

school that thinks it is slightly
better than us when it sees that
we have a mandatory middle
grade that is just about theirs is
not going to act to protect its stu-
dents the same way we have
acted to protect our students,”
said LaPierre. 

LaPierre sympathized with
the School of Law’s desire to help
students, but felt that the deci-
sion was still not justified.

“It is understandable that the
Law School wants its students
seen in the best light. But to
structure a grading system to
accomplish that end forgets all
sorts of other important factors,”
said LaPierre.

Regardless of opposition,
Keating said that WUSL stu-
dents were enthusiastic about
the decision to inflate grades.

“I think the students favored it
because for many years they felt
they were being disadvantaged
with our system of an 83 forced
middle grade [which they
viewed] as too low,” said Keating. 

Keating stated that the close
proximity of grades made the old
median a disadvantage even to
those students who graduated
near the top quarter of their
class. 

“Because our grades are so
tightly packed, our top quarter
cut-off might be as low as 85.4. So
you might have a student at our
law school that, under the old
system, was in the top quarter of
the class. Their resume says 85.7,
and an employer sees a mediocre
student. But in fact, an 85.7 put
that student in the top quarter of
our class,” said Keating. ❍
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18 Main St. Friendship
Open Mon. - Sat. 11-5 
Sundays 1:30-5
Closed Wed.

(585) 973-7921
Only 30 mi. from Alfred

Exit 29 off 186 or
take 244S to 19N to 20W

Come to see the PINK CHURCH and
STORE

Shop for vintage clothes, books,
furniture, jewelry, toys, photos,

postcards, linens, pottery, lighting,
tools, cupboards: STUFF.

Dress warm!

Washington U. school to inflate grade scale
BY RAJAS PARGAONKAR

THE STUDENT LIFE

WASHINGTON U.-ST. LOUIS

The Gifted Children enter-
tain SAB Coffeehouse

If you could somehow take a
handful of computer geeks and
wave a magic wand over their
heads, making them surprising-
ly cool, then you would have
been at the coffeehouse
Saturday, Jan. 26, observing the
musical talents of The Gifted
Children. 

The Gifted Children, made up
of musicians Jeff Suszczynski,
Brett Dreyer, Tim Grimaldi and
Bill Trautman, is a band from
Buffalo who reappeared in
Alfred for another crowed-
pleasing show. 

They have been playing
together as a band for about five
years. However, some of the
band members, Suszczynski and
Trautman, have been making
music together for around 10
years.

The show produced a good-
sized crowd, including a few
faithful cult-like listeners stand-
ing to the side through out the
show. 

The band played over 20
songs, and the music was atten-
tion grabbing, inspiring the
crowd to some rhythmic bop-
ping. 

It was as if Incubus, Oasis,
Greenday and The Smashing
Pumpkins had all mated to pro-
duce one love child called The
Gifted Children. 

Although lacking strength,
the vocals were sweet, relaxing
and pleasing to the ear. The
band was also well acquainted
with their instruments, which
included guitars, drums, key-
board and a saxophone. 

The crowd was enthusiastic
about the show. “I think alto-
gether it was mellow with a hint
of nutmeg and the faintest smell
of ginger,” commented Nadir
Balan. Maki Naro added, “The
smooth guitar rhythms flowed
through my ears whilst the
melodic lyrics touched my soul.” 

Music aside, The Gifted
Children was entertaining to
watch and seem to really enjoy
what they are doing. 

The lead singer’s strangely
enchanting dances made the
audience laugh and want to
throw in their own occasional
“huhh” into the songs. 

Although the boys were tired
out from a previous show in
Buffalo, they drank their adren-
aline rush with their water, and
came out surpassing many
expectations. ❍

BY MELISSA BAKER
STAFF WRITER
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They do, however, need to work on limiting
turnovers and playing solid defense, said Finn.
They also need to play consistently for the full
forty minutes.

With a 7-8 record and eight games remaining,
the Saxons are still alive for their first taste of

postseason play in almost a decade. They still
have a chance to get in to either the New York
State tournament or the Eastern College
Athletic Conference tournament.

However, before they can think about post-
season play they need to put an end to their
three game losing-streak and have a strong fin-
ish to the season. ❍

…Women’s B-ball
CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE

Companies looks to cash in on spring break

(U-WIRE) MILWAUKEE — Spring
break is just around the corner,
and college students around the
country are running out of time
to plan their vacations to vari-
ous tropical locations.

And because of the week’s
popularity, many companies
that specialize in selling spring
break packages have popped
up.

Some of the more popular
destinations are both warm and
offer easy access to alcohol,
according to Joe Bush, vice
president of Student Express, a
subsidiary of Vacation Travel
International.

“This year, some of the hot
spots overseas include [Mexican
cities] Cancun and Acapulco,”
Bush said. “Acapulco has grown
threefold over the past five

years because of the heavy
nightlife and low drinking age.
As for the continental United
States, South Padre Island
[Texas], provides a two-for-one
with both weather and drinking
age and Panama City in Florida,
since they allow drinking on the
beach.”

Bush suggested students do
research on both the location
and the travel company they
work with to make sure they
are not cheated.

This is something Laureen
McArdle, marketing director
for Sunsplash Tours Inc., also
suggested.

“Anyone planning to use any
travel service should make sure
and do research on the company
before accepting any offer,”
McArdle said. “Many of the
companies currently doing busi-
ness have changed name sever-
al times or have multiple names
they go by.”

“Anybody can go to Kinko’s,
take a bunch of tropical pictures
and say they have a spring
break company,” Bush said. “In
reality, there are probably only
five or six actual companies that
are really working in the stu-
dents’ best interests.”

Robert Baranoski, general
manager of Student Travel
Services, said students should
also realize the difference
between a spring break organi-
zation and spring break travel
services.
“A spring break organization
usually consists of a person or
group who collects money,
attempts to purchase airplane
tickets and hotels and that’s it,”
Baranoski said. 

“A spring break tour opera-
tor works with hotels, airlines,
clubs, et cetera, to plan an over-
all package. This is not to say
you cannot get a good deal from
a spring break organization, but

they don’t provide the same
level of protection we do,” he
added

“If, for example, something
were to happen where a flight
were cancelled, a spring break
tour operator would be able to
either refund you or work with
the airline to get another flight.
A spring break organization
does not have that kind of lever-
age.”

Baranoski also provided sug-
gestions for how to act once you
reach your destined location.

“Act the same way you would
at home,” Baranoski said. “You
wouldn’t go drunk down a dark
alley with money hanging out of
your pocket in the middle of
night at home, so why do it
while you’re on vacation.”

In addition, Baranoski point-
ed out that most of the interna-
tional locations are tourist loca-
tions, so exchanging money is a
waste, and most local police

forces are not looking to bust
spring breakers.

McArdle suggested that
spring breakers make sure to
keep their identification in a
safe place.

“If the hotel you are staying
at offers a safety deposit box,
take it,” Bush said. “There is
nothing worse than being wast-
ed and losing something like
your ID or passport.”

But most importantly, as
Bush puts it, students should
have fun.

“Listen, there are only so
many times that spring break
will come around for college
students, and it’s best to take
advantage of it,” Bush said. 

“One of the mottos our com-
pany has that we tell students
in the first seminar we have
with them is, ‘What happens at
spring break, stays at spring
break.’ ” ❍

BY WILLIAM PLEAS
THE MARQUETTE TRIBUNE

MARQUETTE U.

PHOTO BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND

Freshman Matt Seavey cruises to a fifth-place finish at the AU Invitational.

WALF 
89.7 FM

Broadcasting Saxon
Basketball

Feb. 8  (6 p.m. & 8 p.m.)
Feb. 9  (2 p.m. & 4 p.m.)
Feb. 12  (6 p.m. & 8 p.m.)



come up to me to congratulate
me. I was signing autographs
last game,” he said. “But I got

no negative feedback whatsoev-
er from the team. Everybody
hugged me at least five times.
That’s the great thing about
this team — we all get along as
a group.”

Murphy called Downing’s
record breaking a “major good

thing that happened to one of
our family members.”

Downing recalled his feelings
when Byrne gave him the game
ball. He realized the signifi-
cance of this and declared that
when someone breaks his
record, he’ll be back to give him

the game ball, too.
“It felt great,” exclaimed

Downing. “[Byrne] wanted me
to do this, he didn’t have any
resentment towards me. It was
how it should be — genuine, not
fake at all.”

As far as his future is con-
cerned, Downing would love to
play basketball overseas, pro-
fessionally.

“I’ll try out for any league,”
he said. “I’d love to play ball
anywhere, any league, any
country, almost any salary.”

Yet something deeper keeps
Downing going, keeps his bas-
ketball drive strong. His
younger brother passed away in
February of 1998, while
Downing was at AU in his
sophomore year. Downing
thinks of him all the time.

“Before every game, I go
thank the Lord and ask my
brother for power,” said
Downing. “Without my brother,
I wouldn’t be here. He keeps me
going.” ❍

Inconsistent defense has hurt
AU’s men’s basketball team this
season, said Head Coach Jay
Murphy about his 9-8 team.
According to senior captain EJ
Docteur, along with Murphy,
they do have a shot at winning
the Empire Eight Conference,
in which they are 4-3.

“We have to play defense to
get somewhere in the post-sea-
son,” Murphy explained.
“People have been shooting 40
to 50 percent against us.”

Senior Devon Downing
echoed Murphy’s statements.

“We win games when we play
defense,” he said. “We need to
be more consistent on [defense].
We’re two different teams on
two different nights.”

Murphy clarified some of the
issues the team had been having
with defense. He feels the on-
the-ball defense needs to step
up. When this player loses his
man, it causes the help defense
to slide over, leaving his man.

Senior captain Brock Stortini
feels the team will win games
when they play good defense.

“We had a few tough losses,”

Stortini said. “We can’t let that
stop us from the overall goal.
We need to work harder and
come out ready to play.”

“We need much better and
consistent communication,”
Murphy said.

Right now, the starting five is
made up of Downing, Stortini,
Docteur, junior Brian Roegiers
and freshman Doug Baker at the
point.

This lineup is a change from
last semester, as Roegiers
replaced senior Chris Koek.

“Koek was starting until
three games ago. We counted on
him to be a defensive stopper,”
Murphy said. “Roegiers has
been playing better than him.”

Neil Burley is another junior
who has seen a lot of time this
season, but Murphy explained
that the reason he isn’t starting
is because he is inconsistent.

“Neil is defensively inconsis-
tent. He tends to let one bad
thing lead to another,” Murphy
said. “He needs to move on to
the next play, and not dwell on
what just happened.”

Baker has been starting for
the Saxons since the third game.

Statistically
speaking, he
is the only
f r e s h m a n
seeing sig-
n i f i c a n t
time. 

“He’s a
good player;
he’s learning
on the job,”
M u r p h y
said. “He
has good
s e n i o r s
around him
to help him
out. He’s
gaining a
h u g e
amount of
experience
this year.”

D o w n i n g
enjoys play-
ing with
Baker.

“ B a k e r
has a lot of
potential,” he said. “He plays
pretty much like a veteran, but
he makes freshman mistakes,
like getting down on himself.”

All in all, Murphy feels that
all of the players have kept a

good “team first” attitude, and
sacrificed for the good of the
team.

Downing feels that the season
is like a roller coaster ride.

“Sometimes we’re really high,

sometimes we’re really low,” he
said. “If we can just stick
together as a team and get over
those humps and hills, we can go
far.” ❍
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Squad looks for consistency on defense
BY ALISON SAVETT

NEWS EDITOR

PHOTO BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND

Senior Devon Downing takes a shot, while junior Mark Brown watches on at a recent practice at
McLane Center.

…Downing
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that should certainly factor in
over the course of the champi-
onship weekend.

The Saxon women do not
have the advantage of depth
that the men’s team has; howev-
er, their dual meet season
proved that they were a pres-
ence despite their numbers.

“The low numbers on the
women’s team made for defined
roles for each of the swimmers.
Everyone had to carry their
weight, and each of them knew
what they had to do,” said
Davis.

The Saxon women saw vast
improvement during their dual
meets from last seasons perfor-
mances. A 50-point loss to
LeMoyne last season was chis-
eled away to only a 4-point
deficit this year. That 4-point
deficit is one of the driving
motivations for the Saxon
women this post-season by plac-
ing the LeMoyne women within
striking distance at the state
meet.

“Our goals are to beat
LeMoyne and Nazareth. After
this season’s dual meet against
Nazareth we are pushing to fin-
ish above them at states,” said
senior captain Kristen Cary.

The Saxons also have more
individual goals as well.

“We want to get our relays

into the top eight at states.
Teams are allowed to swim A
and B relays. Of all the B relays,
eight can advance to the
evening competition. Our goal
is to get our B relays to come
back at night. We’ve set some
high goals, but we ended our
season on a positive note and
we’re ready to go for states,”
said senior captain Greta
Jeitler.

Even though the Saxons’
immediate goals are concerning
the state meet, they also have
to consider an extended post-
season. Both teams have
prospects for the NCAA nation-
al meet. The men’s top
prospects lie with senior cap-
tain Pat Kerwin in the 50 free
and the 100 back, Berman has
made four provisional cuts in
diving, and the team also hopes
to qualify their 200 freestyle
relay. The women hope to quali-
fy the same relay, and continue
the season into March.

“If we make all the cuts that
we possibly can it would be a
great step for the women’s team
and an incredible finish to the
men’s season,” said Davis.

The Saxons have roughly a
month to rest, taper and train
for the quickly approaching
championship season. The men
will be competing at states from
Feb. 28 to March 2, and the
women will be in the pool from
Feb. 21 to the 23. ❍

…Swim
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MEN’S BASKETBALL



Fiat Sportsvs. Utica College

Women’s at 6 p.m.; Men’s at 8 p.m.

Basketball Track & Field

at Bucknell Winter Classic

Saturday, Feb. 9

Saxons defeat LeMoyne College, 155-143

Coming off a successful dual
meet season, the Saxon swim
teams are preparing for the
championship season which will
begin with the New York State
Championships at the end of
February.

“This season, in general, was
awesome,” said Saxon Head
Coach TJ Davis. “We swam bet-
ter than ever in our duel meets.
On both the men’s and women’s
sides, the focus for the dual
meets was great.” 

The Saxons will be carrying
the success from their regular
season performances into the
post-season. The Saxon men
posted the best season duel
meet record ever at Alfred (6-
2). The losses came to Hartwick
and Ithaca. Both are teams that
will be formidable opponents at

the state meet; however, that
does not count the Saxons out of
a top two finish at the state
championships.

“During the dual meet
against Hartwick, we set a lot of
personal bests, but we got beat.
We are a team that tapers well,
and Hartwick and Ithaca are
not counting us out,” said senior
diver Dave Berman.

The Saxon men placed second
at last year’s state champi-
onship meet and are looking to
do the same again this year.

“As a team, we will not be
happy with anything less than
second,” said Berman.

According to Davis, the men’s
large squad gives them an
advantage over most other
teams in the state. The Saxons
have considerable depth, and

BY BENJAMIN LEE
SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s squad claims first place
at AU Inviational, Jan 26-27

Alfred’s men’s ski team is off to
a 2-0 start after coming out on
top among 14 teams competing
at the AU Invitational at Swain
Ski Center on Jan. 26 and 27.

The Saxons took first place in
team standings in both slalom
and giant slalom.

Senior Conor Walsh was the
overall individual winner for
the second time this season,
leading the Saxons with second
place finishes in both the slalom
and giant slalom.

Also making a strong perfor-
mance at the meet was fresh-
man Jared Mostue, winning the
giant slalom and also winning
the slalom for JV.

Cody Washburn, Tylan

Calcagni and Matt Seavey also
had top finishes in their respec-
tive races.  Washburn finished
third in the giant slalom and
sixth in the slalom, Calcagni
was fourth in the giant slalom
and Seavey came in fifth in the
slalom.

Now the team is looking for-
ward to the Mideast All-
Conference Meet, which took
place Feb. 2 and 3. 

“This is a big meet for us,”
said Mostue. “We’re skiing
against a lot of teams we don’t
usually ski against.”

The team has had difficulty
practicing for this meet due to
the recent heat wave and lack of
snow. 

They do, however, feel pre-

pared for this meet after spend-
ing a lot of time in the gym
when they couldn’t spend time
on the slopes.

Ideally, the team would be
running gates in preparation for
the big meet. Unlike most of the
Alfred population, they are hop-
ing it gets colder soon.

After their strong perfor-
mance in the early season,
expectations have been raised
for the rest of the season and an
appearance in the postseason.
“I’m pretty sure we’ll make
Regionals,” said Mostue. “We’ll
hopefully make nationals too.”

After the All-Conference
Meet, the team has two more
meets with Cornell and
Syracuse before Regionals on
Feb. 22 and 23. ❍

PHOTO BY PATRICIA STRICKLAND

AU skier Becky Van Overbake takes the slopes at Swain Ski Center during
the AU Invitational over the Jan. 26-27 weekend. Van Overbake was the
meet’s individual winner, taking first place in the giant slalom and second
place in the slalom.

BY BRYAN SICK
SPORTS WRITER
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AU Saxon Brendan Miller dives into the pool at the Jan. 26 meet against LeMoyne College.

Team falls off streak

After an impressive 7-5 start to
the season, the Saxons have
now lost three games straight
in the midst of a six-game road
trip.

Alfred (7-8) fell to both
Hartwick and Utica in close,
winnable games before falling
apart in an embarrassing 69-33
loss to the Cardinals of St. John
Fisher (13-4).

Shooting a mere 29 percent
from the field and turning the
ball over 29 times were the
telling statistics of the lopsided
game.

The Saxons look to build on
these three disappointing loss-
es, all to fellow Empire Eight
opponents, and continue play-
ing the way they did last
semester.

“We played great in the first
semester,” said Head Coach
Michele Finn, “but we have
only played OK in the second

semester.”
The schedule has not been

very kind to the team in these
first couple weeks of the
semester. If there is a let up in
the schedule it will be at Keuka
(7-7) on Wednesday in their
only non-conference match-up
the rest of the season.

Finn anticipates tough
games at Nazareth (9-8) on
Friday and RIT (1-15) on
Saturday.  “RIT is one of those
teams nobody wants to face,”
said Finn. “All of their losses
have been close.”

Finn does expect the Saxons
to build on their losing streak
and play well in the remaining
eight games of the season.

The team has a good mentali-
ty and is playing with much
more confidence than in previ-
ous seasons. “They give 150
percent every game,” said
Finn.

BY BRYAN SICK
SPORTS WRITER

Jan. 26 was a good day for
senior Devon Downing, and for
the AU men’s basketball team,
as Downing broke the school
record for career points. The
team then proceeded to win the
game against Utica, 65-62.

The old record stood at 1,931
career points, held by Bill
Byrne, ’83. At the end of the
Utica game, Downing had 1,938
points.

Coach Jay Murphy feels that
Devon should have no problem
passing the 2,000-point mark, so
long as he continues the way he
currently is playing.

Byrne drove from Oswego to
Utica, explained Murphy, when
he found out only early that
Saturday morning that
Downing was close to his
record. Byrne then came down
from the stands and gave the

game ball to Downing.
“It was a pretty neat thing to

see,” Murphy stated. “It was
great of Bill to do.”

Murphy did not know, until
that morning, that Downing
was as close as he was to the
record — he needed only 11
points going into the game to
surpass Byrne’s record.

“I am so focused on the team
that I didn’t know,” Murphy
said with a smile. “I don’t think
Devon even knew he was that
close — he might have been
uptight. But if he did know, he’s
a pretty good poker player!”

Downing confirms that he did
not know he was so close to
breaking the record. He even
told his family not to plan on
coming from Ohio until mid-
February.

“I knew it was going to hap-
pen this year, but I never paid
attention to the point count
totals,” Downing said. “I would

have been nervous had I known.
That’s a lot of pressure! I might
have tried too hard.”

Downing explained the pres-
sures he felt within the game of
basketball.

“It’s hard because everyone
gears for you. Sometimes you
can’t get the ball,” Downing
said. “I try to use the pressure
as a good thing.”

Murphy stated there was no
jealousy on the team, and that
everyone was incredibly happy
for Downing. Senior captain EJ
Docteur agreed with his coach.

“It’s a great accomplishment,
and there’s no jealousy [on the
team],” said Docteur. “We’re
playing to win — nobody is
looking to score more than any-
body else.”

When asked what this has
been like for him, Downing
smiled and shook his head.

“Random people I don’t know

Downing breaks school’s scoring
record, on pace to hit 2,000 points

BY ALISON SAVETT
NEWS EDITOR
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