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If Alfred University and the com-
munity that houses it are to estab-
lish a mutually beneficent rela-
tionship, both townspeople and
university officials agree that
changes need to be implemented.

One highly contentious issue
between AU and Alfred-area
business relates to the universi-
ty’s food service program. On the
campus of Alfred State College,
says local business owner John
Ninos, there effectively exists a
mini-city where all of the stu-
dents’ needs are met on campus. 

Ninos expressed a fear that this
could happen on the AU campus.
He pointed to the recent decision
of Alfred University Dining
Services to contract with
Aramark, “the biggest [food ser-
vice provider] in the world.” As a
consequence, he said, concern
has grown within the downtown
business community, as some
restaurateurs think that represen-
tatives of national dining chains
will come to Alfred.

Ninos doesn’t see expanding
on-campus food service offerings
as the answer. In discussing the
problem, he pointed to a project
attempted several years ago that
would have allowed students to
use their swipe cards in down-
town businesses. 

This has proven effective at
other schools, he said, including
Ithaca’s Cornell University,
where there is a mandatory mini-
mum amount of money on each
student’s card to spend at busi-
nesses around the city. The plan
was never implemented locally,
said Ninos, because the card
readers each business would have
to invest in were far too expen-
sive to guarantee a profit.

Vice President for University
Relations Mike Hyde believes
that such a program could have
never been successfully integrat-
ed. A major stumbling block rest-
ed in the unwillingness of busi-
ness owners to invest in card
readers. Furthermore, Hyde
doubts that such a measure would
not have passed a Student Senate
vote. Of the idea, Hyde said, “It’s
not irrational, but it’s not very
practical.”

Instead, University officials
would like to see more businesses
modeled after the system of Terra
Cotta Coffeehouse, with a pri-

vately owned business operating
cooperatively with AU in a facili-
ty provided by the school. 

Vice President for Student
Affairs and Dean of Students
Jerry Brody added that AU will
continue to make choices that
work in the best interest of the
community. 

He noted similar decisions
made in the past, including the
choice to utilize a locally owned
cable company instead of favor-
ing a larger outside provider that
would allow the school to profit.
This decision was made express-
ly, he said, “so we wouldn’t hurt
the downtown.” 

Brody also cited AU’s Taco
Bell location, the only on-campus
Taco Bell in the nation that does-
n’t operate on cash transactions,
thus keeping students’ money
free for use downtown. Overall,
said Brody, the goal was to keep
business in the village while
“working with them to expand
what they’re offering.”

Another concern centers
around the revitalization of the
village. For Ninos, the visual
appeal of Alfred’s Main Street is
waning; he doubts that this will
help the school market itself
effectively. He suggested that the
village implement an incentive
program that would encourage
property owners to pursue “cos-
metic improvements.” Because
“the town is almost on campus,”
he said, such changes would help
both town and university to
improve their images. 

Hyde agreed that the commu-
nity needs revitalization. 

“There’s a funny little sub-
market around housing in
Alfred,” said Hyde. 

He estimated that the average
selling price of homes in
Allegany County hovers around
$56,000; in Alfred, the price is
“somewhere around $85,000.”
He attributed this to the presence
of landlords who have driven up
housing prices.

The rise in real estate prices
has been to the detriment of the
school in that new faculty mem-
bers cannot afford to purchase
housing with their starting
salaries. As a consequence, Hyde
said they set up housekeeping
outside of the village, taking
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Balls.
If that word never held meaning before, it

should now, at least in a cultural context.
Robert Myers, professor of anthropology,

recently published an op-ed piece in the
Providence Journal about the cultural phe-
nomena that is “balls.” The Providence
Journal is the homegrown daily newspaper
for residents of Providence, R.I.

“You have this ball obsession within cul-
ture that wasn’t there 50 years ago,” said
Myers.

Myers began writing the piece approxi-
mately one month before opening day of this
year’s baseball season. 

The article is all encompassing. It not only
refers to baseball, but to soccer, billiards,
football, bouncy balls … you name it, it’s in
there. 

The context of the piece had to be timely
and a little more obscure than a normal news
piece in order to be published.

“It has to be a slightly different take on
something to catch the eye of an op-ed edi-
tor,” said Myers.

And that it was. The piece, titled “Take me
out to the ball game,” was published on April
6 with opening day a mere two days earlier.

In his article, Myers writes, “Playing or
watching ball sports has shaped untold num-
bers of personal relationships for better or for
worse.”

In fact, many times sports lingo falls into
everyday speech with ice breakers like, “So,
how about them Yankees?” From there, a
conversation is started because it’s part of a
culture that most people are deeply indebted
to. 

“It’s essential for conversation,” he said.
That conversation is basically male-orient-

ed. Myers referred to an advertisement seen
on ESPN where a group of men are sitting
together, but they aren’t talking. A ball is
thrown and lands at the group’s feet, and sud-
denly they become chatterboxes.

“I didn’t invent that ad. It was there cultur-
ally,” said Myers.

Myers’s experience with balls began long
ago, but what had a large impact on his piece
was watching his children play soccer. He
realized the social and cultural significance
that ball sports hold for many cultures, and
thus an op-ed piece was born.

“It’s a cultural theme … like fun,” he said,
“and people take many cultural themes for
granted.”

Many of Myers’s op-ed pieces discuss dif-
ferent cultural themes. So far this year, he has
written four pieces, each of which has been

published in a different newspaper. 
Alfred University works in conjunction

with a specialized public relations company
that helps professors get published in news-
papers across the country.

“The firm we use is Gehrung Associates,
based in Keene, N.H. We’ve been using the
firm, which specializes in working with col-
leges and universities to help them with
regional and national PR initiatives, since
1999,” said Susan Goetschius, director of
communications.

Hiring Gehrung Associates is part of the
university’s long-term strategy to increase
the visibility of AU, according to Goetschius.

Myers’s status in the Alfred community
does not make it easier for him to get pub-
lished, but having the opportunity to go
through Gehrung Associates does simplify
the process.

Writing op-ed pieces is much more varied
an activity than writing academically, since
academic writing “is always so serious, and
only about ten people in the country read it,”
according to Myers.

“This kind of writing is fun,” he said in
reference to opinion pieces.

But for Myers, it’s also an act of broaden-
ing the human perspective:

“My view is that academics should not
restrict themselves to the classroom.” ❍

Myers having a ball with op-eds

PHOTO BY HEATHER MUCKLEY

Bob Myers shows us that he is still a kid at heart. Myers wrote an
op-ed piece about how ball sports are a cultural phenomenon,
which was published recently in the Providence Journal. He is
known for his commentary on society. During March Madness he
became aware of people’s obsession of balls and ball games. 

University and
town agree on need

for compromise
Community theater is challenging.
Organizing rehearsals, working around vari-
ous schedules and balancing talent are a
director’s nightmare. Rarely do you see a
community show that wows you. But the cast
and crew of Fiddler on the Roof managed to
overcome these obstacles to create something
truly wonderful. 

Alfred should be proud to have such tal-
ented folks living in its midst.

Fiddler on the Roof is the tale of a Jewish
community in Russia around the turn of the
20th century. 

The story tells of Tevye and his family as
they try to adapt to new social and political
pressures that threaten to drastically change
their comfortable lifestyle. Attempting to
make decisions in these precarious times,
explains Tevye, is not unlike a fiddler
attempting to play while balancing on a
rooftop.

Directed by Stephen J. Crosby, with chore-
ography by D. Chase Angier and technical
direction by Sean O’Skea, this was a produc-
tion that had stars both behind the scenes and
on stage.

I’m not sure how many of you have had
David Toot as a professor, but the man on that
stage was not him. In physical body of course
it was, but in character he was Tevye, the
town milkman. His mannerisms, physical
presence and comic timing were dazzling, his
voice striking. 

But in a testament to the ability of the rest
of the cast, he never once overshadowed
another character. Indeed, each cast member
was as richly talented as Toot. 

Additional recognition goes to Abby
Brody, as Tevye’s wife Golde, and to their
daughters played by Monika Papiewska, Julia

Shapiro and Theresa Honti. The daughters’
version of “Matchmaker” was better than the
original soundtrack. 

Every ensemble piece glowed with strong
voices, and it was easy to forget that this was
not professional theater.

Let us not overlook the fiddler, played by
Ashley Taylor, who managed to not only play
fiddle, but to dance, walk, jump and gesture
while doing it. 

Indeed, the entire band, shrouded from
view by the set, deserves a round of applause.

The only moment that seemed a little
flawed was during the ensemble piece “The

Dream.” Actresses Megan Shove and Jaimie
Pinkham played ghosts of the past, and their
gorgeous voices were obscured slightly by
the use of a microphone and accompanying
effects processor. 

The effects gave them a sound that was
closer to the tinny sound of a carnival fun
house than of long dead spirits. But even with
this gaffe, the ghostly girls’ contribution was
not lost.

Much of the credit for the success of this
show goes to the costuming and makeup

Fiddler keeps audience dancing on rooftops
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Dave Toot, left, playing the character Tevey and speaks to Shaminda Amarakoon, right,
playing Motel in AU’s production of Fiddler on the Roof. Both characters are preparing to
leave town because the Russian Army forced them to leave.

BY TIM INTHIRAKOTH
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Black Eyed Peas and Cee-Lo Green, co-head-
liners for Student Activities Board’s large act,
delivered energy, hip-hop and moving dance
beats to AU’s McLane Center on April 16. 

Grammy Award nominees and the night’s
largest draw, Black Eyed Peas performed last,
arriving in Alfred hours behind schedule. 

During the slight delay between Cee-Lo
Green’s set and the beginning of Black Eyed
Peas’ set, a light-hearted talent show enter-
tained the anxious crowd. 

Audience members engaged in a freestyle
battle, danced and sang original songs to keep
concert- goers pumped for the Black Eyed
Peas’ performance.

When will.i.am, apl.de.ap, Taboo and Fergie
took the stage, the crowd erupted into a roar.
Complete with a live band, the Black Eyed Peas
performed songs from their latest album,
Elephunk, released in 2003. 

With their trademark positive lyrics and on

stage break dancing, Black Eyed Peas opened
the set with Elephunk’s first track, “Hands Up.” 

Audience members’ hands waved in unison
as they danced to Black Eyed Peas’ unique
combination of hip-hop and many other genres.
The next song, “Hey Mama,” the first release
off of Elephunk, garnered the most airplay and
launched the Black Eyed Peas into the main-
stream music world. 

The most popular song of the night was the
more recent “Shut Up” from and had the audi-
ence singing along to every lyric. Fergie dis-
played her vocal talent and range, belting out
passionate notes and keeping up with will.i.am,
apl.de.ap and Taboo’s wild break dancing. 

A brief intermission allowed the Black Eyed
Peas band members to showcase their own tal-
ents: the drummer played while literally on his
back while other band members rocked out on
the saxophone and trumpet. 

After the incredible display of talent from

Black Eyed Peas bring the FUNK

PHOTO BY BILL KRAMER

Fergie, the newest member of BEP, shows
off her vocal talent in McLane Center on
April 16.

SEE TOWN, PAGE 9
 SEE BEP, PAGE 8

SEE FIDDLER, PAGE 10
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What are your

closing remarks
as a senior?

“My dog died and took me with
him”

Brett Amey
Art and Design

“I’m just friendly, I’m not your
friend”

Kenyana Hollis 
Economics Major

“I can’t believe this is as hard as it
ever got.”

Renee Norbury 
Art and Design

“I am going to miss my friends,
but five years is way to long to be
in Alfred.”

Timothy Faulkner 
Material Science

Quotes and Photos 
Bill Kramer

“If you want to hurt your parents
and you don’t have enough
nerve to be homosexual, the
least you can do is go into the
arts.”

Makito Naro 
Art and Design
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As my semester in Washington, D.C., draws
to a close, I realize that my view of life has
changed drastically since I left the friendly

confines of Alfred.
What began as a few months away studying U.S.

foreign policy has turned into an adventure of meet-
ing high-ranking officials in our nation’s govern-
ment and students from different nationalities that
share a common goal: success in a world that is
becoming increasingly global.

The following is a brief account of some
of my most basic, yet important realiza-
tions.

Diversity is our strength.
Living in a triple dorm room gave me the

experience of not only meeting someone
from the opposite side of my home state of
Pennsylvania, but sharing space and stories
with Tomas, a graduate student from the
Czech Republic.

Whether talking about the implementa-
tion of proper transportation in a develop-
ing nation - in this case, the Czech
Republic, the Arab/Israeli crisis or even such pop
icons as Sting and Michael Jackson, Tomas has
given me a wonderful opportunity to learn about
how Eastern Europeans view America and the
world. His hopes of earning a doctorate in the future
have complemented our cultural sharing with a
sense that we are both working toward similar goals.

Our seminar class helped me dispel popular
beliefs regarding the lead-up to the war in Iraq. Out
of 450+ students in the Washington Semester,
approximately 60 call France home. Our foreign
policy seminar gave me a chance to get to know not
only two native French students, but students from
Germany as well.

Whether it was Freedom Fries or Freedom Toast,
the poisonous rhetoric of some does not fit what my
friends Marine, Julien and Goetz brought to the
table. After sharing many a meal together, including
an authentic French dinner complete with the char-
acteristic late start time, I can honestly say the
stereotypes are not true. 

The many spirited class discussions on topics
ranging from Hitler to Iraq go on to further disprove
any preconceived notions.

Time has brought us closer together and has given
us a chance to explore each other’s cultures both in
academic and social contexts. In the end we share a
common goal. We are all out to make the world a
better place and we are not alone in this struggle.

A whole world awaits us.
Being in the nation’s capital has afforded me the

chance to visit numerous governmental agencies
and non-governmental organizations. Whether
speaking with ranking officials in the Federal
Reserve, the International Monetary Fund, the
Pentagon or even places such as the Nixon Center or

the International Campaign for Tibet, we collective-
ly realized just how much there is in the realm of
foreign policy.

Few in the class grasped the enormity of the
Rwandan genocide, with 800,000 dead in less than
100 days in early 1994, before we attended a series
of Great Lakes Policy Forums. This human disaster
never received the attention it deserved and we
should be ashamed not to have paid closer attention.

A ray of hope was shed on the group
by speakers from Seeds of Peace. SoP
brings together young Muslim and
Jewish children in their early teens for
a three week summer camp in the
States. The soft diplomacy at work
there is amazingly simple, yet not
enough focus is given to these efforts.
This endeavor to create lasting peace
through early impressions is over-
shadowed even today, with Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon’s relinquish-
ment of the Israeli vow to keep
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat safe

from political assassination.
John Kerry is the Jimmy Carter of our time.
Having the chance to randomly bump into the

presumed democratic presidential nominee after his
American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees endorsement gave me the
feeling that Sen. Kerry is very much like then-
Georgia Governor Jimmy Carter.

The buzz through the crowd of college and ele-
mentary-aged students, as well as Welsh internation-
als added to the aura surrounding the early days of
this already-vicious campaign. This discovery on
that late March afternoon led me to believe that like
in 1976, this year’s message and not the messenger
will be key in deciding our next president.

Chivalry is not dead.
My final thought on my semester in the Beltway

is less profound, yet still worthy of mention. It is a
great feeling to see young gentlemen holding open
doors for ladies, as well as other forms of common
courtesy. Hopefully, this use of proper manners is
contagious and will open many figurative doors for
us in the future.

After four months in D.C., a 40-page research
paper on the North American Free Trade
Agreement’s effects ten years later and numerous
speakers and class outings, my view of the world
has expanded. I hope this experience has helped oth-
ers in the program expand their views as well.

For those at Alfred who wish to pursue careers in
the international or domestic arena, my advice is
simple: study hard, meet new people with different
backgrounds and hold a few doors open.

As for me, I am anxiously awaiting an upcoming
trip to Europe. ❍

Lessons from D.C.

BRANDON
THURNER
STAFF WRITER

The United States government is threatening to
rape me. Twice. 

I never thought I would see the day that I feared
the draft as much as any man; however, according to
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, a Washington newspa-
per, that day is imminent. 

Reports say the government has con-
firmed that it is taking the first steps
toward a gender-blind military draft of
Americans with special computer or lan-
guage skills. In the Selective Service
System’s annual performance plan for the
2004 fiscal year, $28 million has been
budgeted to prepare for a military draft
that could start as early as June 15, 2005.
According to The Washington Times,
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld is
adamant that he will not ask Congress to
authorize a draft. 

However, the paper has also has quoted
presidential candidate Ralph Nader warning voters,
“The Pentagon is quietly recruiting new members to
fill local draft boards, as the machinery for drafting a
new generation of young Americans is being quietly
put into place.”

For women, (college co-eds included!) such a
warning is especially ominous since reports of sexu-
al assault in the military have increased. 

According to USA Today, more than 59,000
female troops have flown combat missions, served
on ships and, in 12 cases, died in Afghanistan and
Iraq. There is no question that women can hold their
own in combat. However, a study by the Miles
Foundation, a Connecticut-based organization pro-
viding support and advocacy for female victims of
military-related violence, shows that 47 percent of
female soldiers are also dodging friendly fire. Thirty-
seven women who served in Iraq and Kuwait recent-
ly reported that they were sexually assaulted by fel-
low troops or superiors during their assignments

overseas.
In 1994, the Pentagon started a program to support

victims and provide legal assistance. 
USA Today reports, however, that many soldiers who
have reported sexual assaults in the combat zone dur-
ing the past year were ignored by or suffered mis-

treatment from male superiors.                 
They say they received little or no med-
ical treatment and even experienced con-
doned retribution, with superiors ignor-
ing or even encouraging further abuse.

The hard truth is that policies do not
protect women from institutions that are
steeped in sexism and aggression. No
matter how often military officials trum-
pet their intolerance for sexual miscon-
duct, military culture is still slow to
accept women and therefore hostile
towards them.
Female soldiers will continue to be vic-

timized by their male counterparts and by a system
that is still built for men. 

For women, the possibility of any type of military
draft is a double violation. Even though many
women drafted into the service may never see com-
bat, they still run a high risk of receiving unwanted
sexual attention from their superiors and their subor-
dinates. To force someone into a situation where they
have to fight for their lives by day and fight for their
dignity by night is an assault on their human rights.

Fortunately, the bill to fully reinstate the draft has
little support among lawmakers and Congress has
shown no interest in authorizing it. Still, the fact that
they could become the nations next potential soldiers
gives young female voters one more reason to go to
the polls.

Ladies, tell Congress that if they want women to
fight to protect this country’s rights then they have to
fight to protect women’s rights! ❍

Once drafted, twice raped

CHAGMION
ANTOINE

STAFF WRITER

Two weeks ago, elections were held for the 2003-
‘04 Student Senate annual Faculty Excellence in
Teaching Awards.  The results have been tabulated
and the three winners are Andrew Eklund, Mike
McDonough and Gail Walker.

Their awards denote excellence and are in keep-
ing with the highest traditions of Alfred University.
At April 28’s presentation by the Senate, Dr.
Walker rightly said that these are AU’s  “People’s
Choice Awards” for teaching.

The 2003-04 committee members were Ian
Adkins, Lynette Hatton, Kathleen Kiely, Tomas
Medina, Maurice Myrie, Kristin Sclafani and
Matthew Washington.  Our esteemed chairman was

Paul Duclair. Though we could only give awards to
three members of the faculty and staff, we
would like to recognize all who were nominated and
received votes for this award.

Over the next few days please take a moment to
honor and congratulate our Excellence in Teaching
Award recipients and nominees.

Very respectfully,

Ian J. L. Adkins
Faculty Excellence in Teaching Awards Committee

On April 3, AU played host to high school seniors selected to be members
of the Class of 2008 as part of one of three Accepted Students Kickoffs.
Ade Dining Hall closed for the evening as these students and their families
enjoyed a catered banquet. Meanwhile, across campus, current students
crowded into Powell Dining Room, picking at unappetizing cheese ravioli
and wilted salad greens.

Many of the students attending the three accepted students events held
last month had already submitted deposits to the school. Others signed
paperwork expressing their intent to attend AU on the spot. Alfred was the
big winner, having succeeded in wooing a new group of students who
would bring their talent, experience and tuition dollar. During their time
on campus, these students saw a portrait of a campus environment com-
mitted to nurturing their interests and promoting their growth. 

How will they feel come September?
Once students are on campus, the story changes. At present, the Office

of Admissions is promoting the school with a new slogan: “Be yourself.”
Many current students are recognizing the fallacies inherent in this state-
ment. As one student asked in a recent meeting of student leaders with the
Middle States Association review committee, how can we be ourselves if
the resources don’t exist to do so?

At recent budget hearings, student organizations fought for a limited
amount of funding.

Students who follow the news are worried about the potential of staff
and faculty cuts that could undermine the quality of their educational
experiences.

At the same time, the Office of Admissions has been sending recruit-
ment literature to the permanent residences of many students already
enrolled at the University.

AU puts a great deal of time, energy and money into getting us to
choose this institution. Once we’re here, however, what are they doing to
keep us here? 

According to the College Board’s website, AU has a retention rate of
only 78 percent between the first and second years.  This is hardly a num-
ber to be proud of, and it brings into question the University’s priorities.

Using the school’s resources on a marketing campaign in hopes of
increasing admission is a large risk. It would make far more sense to
reassess the administration’s approach to serving current students. 

If the right choices are made, the University won’t need to devote
excessive resources to self-promotion. Word-of-mouth from returning stu-
dents, their families, and alumni will be all it takes to attract more students
and keep them here. ❍

University should focus on current students 

HDD changes offer benefits
for students and families
This year’s merging of Hot Dog Day and Spring Family Weekend has
proven the age old saying to be true: all’s well that ends well. 

Although for some Alfredians it was an inconvenience to have parents in
town the same weekend as the annual HDD celebration, it really wasn’t
that bad. 

One inconvenience was that college students could not do exactly what
they wanted with their parents here. Some students have commented that
the situation was quite awkward.

You can only walk up and down Main Street so many times in the hot sun
eating hot dogs and fried dough while trying to keep your family members
occupied.

In an attempt to not show their true colors, they waited until night fall to
join friends and acquaintances at get-togethers and parties.

From one perspective, it was a decent choice that University officials
made to hold both events. Honors Convocation was held the same week-
end, which also brought parents into town. 
It really did give Alfred that family-oriented appearance that it was going
for.

The town’s efforts to make the weekend safer for residents and visitors
were also a success. There was quite an increase in police presence in
Alfred, with patrollers from the Alfred Police Department and New York
State Troopers. 

There was a relatively dramatic decrease in open container violations
from last year’s less family-oriented HDD. This year there were 25 viola-
tions, down from 44 in 2003.

Another difference from 2003 was the decrease in emergency calls.
There was an evident lack of ambulance sirens throughout the weekend.

Safety precautions taken by the town gave residents an overall sense of
security, despite the frustration of drivers who were stopped by police at
roadblocks. 

At times, police officials had cars stopped and were seen confiscating
cases of alcohol from vehicles. 

This was all an attempt to make Alfred a safer place for family and
friends to gather while enjoying the annual celebration and it was a seem-
ingly successful attempt at that. 

Although a success, there was too much going on all at once. With
Honors Convocation, Family Weekend and HDD all jammed into one,
there was a feeling that not everything could be done at once. Either you
could go spend time with your family during the festivities or you could
spend it with your friends, but for some mixing the two scenes is confus-
ing and frustrating instead of enjoyable as it should be. 

HDD was meant to be laid back, a time when the town and schools gath-
er to have fun and raise money for eight local charities and non-profit
organizations. 

AU and Alfred State College should be commended for the time and
effort they put into making this year’s celebration a safe and enjoyable
one.

Letter to the Editor



Local
Dr. Vicki Eaklor, professor of history, chair of the Division of Human
Studies and a campus activist for the rights of women and homosexuals, is
this year’s recipient of the Abigail Allen Award for Alfred University facul-
ty or staff.

The Abigail Allen Awards are presented annually to a faculty or staff
member, a senior student and an alumna or alumnus. The faculty/staff
award and the student award are announced at Honors Convocation; alum-
ni are recognized during Reunion.
Abigail Allen, wife of AU’s second president, Jonathan Allen, “dedicated
her life’s work to advancing the cause of coeducation and encouraging
women to pursue higher education. In doing so, she contributed immeasur-
ably to improving the quality of women’s lives on our campus and in the
wider community.”

The award is particularly noteworthy for the Alfred University communi-
ty because AU, founded in 1836, was the first institution of higher education
in New York to educate women on the same basis as men. It was the second
in the nation
• A $250,000 gift from an Alfred University alumna will fund the startup of
a Women’s Leadership Center – “dedicated to promoting the intellectual
and social growth of Alfred University’s women students”  on the AU cam-
pus.
• “The goal of the Women’s Leadership Center is to guarantee that Alfred
University’s women students receive the maximum benefit from their edu-
cational experiences. We want to assure that they realize their full potential
– personally and professionally – whatever career paths they choose to
take,” said Gerald Brody, vice president of Student Affairs for the
University.
• About one and a half years after being pushed face first from the porch of
the Klan Alpine house on South Main Street in Alfred, John Costello, a stu-
dent at St. Bonaventure, was awarded the unlivable building in court.

This decision followed the withdrawal of a lawsuit Klan Alpine filed
against Alfred University, in which the dissolved fraternity claimed that the
University had infringed on its civil rights.
The University had threatened to discipline the reformed Clan Alpine,
which pledged Alfred University students as an unrecognized social frater-
nity as late as spring of 2003.

National 
Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor gloom of night may stop carriers from
delivering the mail but a robin might. 
An Akron, Ohio, family is having trouble getting its mail because a robin
has frightened its carrier off his appointed round. 

The U.S. Postal Service has asked Don and Nancy Brodie to remove the
nest from their front porch so the carrier won’t have to worry about the nest-
ing bird flying at him.

But Brodie flew into a rage when his carrier asked him to remove the nest
last weekend. He refused. 
He’s even madder that the carrier is frightened of a bird - and a robin, at that,
when Brodie hasn’t thought to worry about the safety of his two youngest
children, who are in the fifth and sixth grades. 

``I told the post office, `If this is the way you want your 15 minutes of
fame, it’s all right with me,’’’ he said.

• Officials at New York University recently learned that Steven Stanzak,
20, of Waterloo, N.Y., had been residing in the subbasement of Bobst
Library for eight months. 

Stanzak, a sophomore creative writing major at NYU, works four jobs,
has a merit scholarship from the school and has several federally subsi-
dized loans. Even so, these funds were only enough to cover his tuition
expenses.

During his time as a denizen of the Bobst basement, Stanzak docu-
mented his experiences in an online journal. This journal was what ini-
tially tipped off administrators to his living situation.

On April 20, NYU relocated Stanz to a dorm room – free of charge.

International
According to the Vatican’s top exorcist, there has been a dramatic increase
in the number of people who need demons cast out of their body

Rev. Gabriele Amorth told the Los Angeles Times that he performs the
ritual dozens of times a week. 

One of the largest archdioceses in Italy created a task force to take care of
the growing demand for exorcism. In Italy, the number of exorcists has
increased to about 300 total.
• The European Union celebrated a historic expansion, welcoming the
Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Cyprus and Malta.
Hans-Gert Poettering, leader of the conservative faction in the European
Parliament called the expansion, “the EU’s greatest political success.”

Celebrations and events were planned throughout several European
nations. Lithuania outshined all other European nations by asking its citi-
zens to turn on all their lights and build bonfires. 

“It means that the first time in European history peace can be ensured for
the long term,” said Poettering. “This is the definitive end of the hegemony
of states in Europe.”

WORLDNOTES
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BY ABBY TRIPP
MANAGING EDITOR

Avon, the company for women,
has touched the lives of millions
of people worldwide.

Recently, Alfred students and
alumni were able to experience
Avon’s positive message first-
hand when the Avon lady came
calling. Andrea Jung, Chairman
and CEO of Avon Products, Inc.,
shared her experiences and
advice as the speaker at the fifth
annual Cutco Lecture on
Entrepreneurial Leadership.

Jung has been with Avon since
1994. She rapidly rose through
the ranks and was named CEO in
November 1999.

Jung, who was raised in
Toronto, Canada, is a magna cum
laude graduate of Princeton
University, where she studied
English and economics. Jung
never planned on a career in
marketing; she claimed that she
“fell into” the field, adding that
she certainly didn’t have plans to
lead a multi-national corpora-
tion.

At Avon, however, she has
proven her mettle, revitalizing
the company by changing its
approach to marketing. 

When Jung joined the compa-
ny, it was, she said, “out of step
of the needs of contemporary
women.” Jung realized that the
company itself would need to

undergo a makeover, and she set
out to “crystallize the vision” of
the corporation.

A key first step was the casting
off of Avon’s dated slogan,
“Ding-dong, Avon calling.” The
company’s new motto became
“Avon: The company for
women,” a phrase that Jung said
“has now become far more than
tagline.” It has been translated
into every language in the world,
and Jung believes that it points to
the “aspirational mission of the
company.”

Under Jung, Avon also imple-
mented online sales. Today, 70
percent of the company’s sales
force is online. Jung sees this as
a reminder that “nothing stays
the same,” and it is necessary to
adjust to this. 

Jung’s team hired tennis
superstars Venus and Serena
Williams as spokeswomen,
effectively refreshing the face of
the company. 

One of the greatest changes
occurring in the company under
Jung was the creation of an
entirely new brand, known as
“mark.” This division is an
umbrella for an array of products
geared towards young women
aged 18 to 24. 

The mark line is truly by and
for young women, with all of its
sales representatives falling into
the target age group. This creates
new earnings opportunities and,

said Jung, a sense of “financial
independence.” 

For all of her success in
improving Avon’s status as a
business, Jung is also quite
proud of the leaps the company
has made as a philanthropic
force.

She discussed the efforts of
Avon to combat breast cancer. In
addition to massive fundraising
that has netted $300 million for
the cause, Avon has also printed
leaflets in 140 languages for dis-
tribution to customers.

These brochures give practical
information on the early detec-
tion of breast cancer and have,
Jung believes, made Avon’s sales
force into “an army educating
women about health.” Jung
described this as “marrying the
passion and the purpose,” and
cited the psychological benefits
as innumerable.

Jung spoke at length about her
“two extraordinary children” and

the challenges inherent in main-
taining a “work-life balance.”
She stressed the importance of
“courage and responsibility” in
choosing to take a stand and put
family first. “Everybody looks at
what the boss does,” she said, so
it is therefore important to “show
that the balance is really impor-
tant.” 

“You can do it all,” Jung
added with a smile.

Jung implored the audience
members to be proud of them-
selves and their backgrounds.
She talked about the lessons
instilled by her parents while she
grew up in the only Chinese
household in her neighborhood.
Again and again, her father
would link the achievements of
other cultures back to an element
of Chinese culture, stressing the
necessity of taking pride in one’s
ethnicity.

Perhaps most importantly,
Jung reminded her listeners that
passion is essential to success.
“Love your work,” she said. She
emphasized that the work envi-
ronment is far more important
than the nature of the work itself. 
Jung summed up her philosophy
by quoting a piece of advice that
was given to her years ago:
“Follow your compass, not your
clock.”

Callie Carmichael, staff
writer, contributed to the writing
of this story. ❍

Avon’s CEO inspires young entrepreneurs to have passion

Andrea Jung

BY ABBY TRIPP
MANAGING EDITOR

Budgets for the 2004-05 school
year passed at the extended April 14
session of Student Senate.

After a great deal of debate
College Republicans, whose repre-
sentative was hospitalized on the
evening prior to budget hearings
and was absent for the hearings
themselves, lost their budget in a
19-13 vote with 6 abstentions.

Finance Chair Ryan Chavoustie
thanked his entire committee for its
hard work during the two-day hear-
ing process.

At that meeting, it was
announced that College Democrats,
AU Pep Band and Student Athletic
Training Club had all obtained vot-
ing rights.

The following week, it was
announced that a proposed revision

to finance by-laws placing a $2,500
cap on Senate funding to club sports
would not be implemented follow-
ing a vote with 88 favoring the
motion and 126 opposed.

The breakdown of Student
Activities Fees’ destinations was
reviewed. Students pay a total of
$1,630,000 in fees; $179,000 of that
goes to Student Senate. The remain-
der of the funds is divvied up
between the fitness center, Crandall
Health Center and debt service,
which is responsible for paying off
the bond (since refinanced) that was
taken out to pay for the construction
of Powell Campus Center.

President Ian Phillips expressed
the hope that, in the future, Student
Senate would allocate all Student
Activities Fee revenues.

Vice President Kathleen Kiely
announced that Block Party forms
would be available to any interested

clubs and organizations; requests
for table location will be met on a
first-come, first-served basis.

The April 28 session of Student
Senate brought with it the
announcement of this year’s
Excellence in Teaching Award
Recipients. Honored were Gail
Walker, professor of psychology,
Andrew Eklund, assistant professor
of chemistry and Michael
McDonough, associate professor of
English and acting director of com-
munication studies.

The results of Aramark’s dining
services survey were announced
and discussed. Popular menu
changes have included the increase
in wraps, the addition of dinnertime
waffles, the proliferation of self-
serve options and the establishment
of Monday wing nights at Ade
Dining Hall.

Students surveyed would like to

see less pasta and fast food, as well
as fewer vegetarian and vegan
entrees.

The differences in clientele at the
two dining halls were discussed.
Because Ade Dining Hall plays host
to more athletes and freshmen while
Powell Dining Room is generally
favored by vegetarians and vegans,
different menus for the two loca-
tions were deemed to be in order. 

Next semester, a few changes
will be made, but Aramark plans to
keep things largely consistent.
There will be a four-week menu
cycle with an increase in the num-
ber of theme nights.

Hot Dog Day Co-Chairs Tina
Mendez and Maurice Myrie were
applauded for their work in making
the event a success. Mendez and
Myrie thanked student organiza-
tions for their contributions to the
project. 

STUDENT SENATE UPDATE

BY JESSICA ECOCK
STAFF WRITER

Do you have what it takes to join Phi Beta
Kappa, the oldest honor society for liberal
arts and sciences in the country? 

Phi Beta Kappa was founded in December
of 1776, and is almost as old and prestigious
as America itself. If you want to receive a key
into such a distinguished group of people,
you not only need grade point average but
also the will to succeed. 

To be a “member in course,” the term for
new members, one must take risks. Students
who take diverse classes outside of their
fields of study, and students who don’t use
pass or fail grades show that they challenge
themselves through education. 

Knowledge of math and languages is
important, along with at least ninety credits
in the school of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
In order to be nominated by the selection
committee, juniors need a minimum GPA of
3.75 and seniors a minimum of 3.25. 

It takes an army of one, or about twentyto
bring Phi Beta Kappa to a college. Phi Beta
Kappa key holder faculty members – a total
of 23 tp be exact– applied for Alfred mem-
bership, not the university itself. 

Headed by Louis Greiff, professor of
English and chair of the department, with the
help of Susan Strong, associate provost, and
many others, the three-year application
process began. 

“I’m glad that the work of Dr. Grieff,
Susan Strong and others has finally paid off
and brought the liberal arts and sciences pro-
gram the recognition it deserves,” said new
inductee Ryan Love, a junior English major

Greiff first sent a letter of inquiry to Phi
Beta Kappa headquarters in Washington,
D.C. in 1974. Exactly thirty years later, in
2004, Alfred has received membership. 

“It’s been a long time,” he said with a
chuckle. The process begins with a prelimi-
nary application. If that test is passed, a gen-
eral report needs to be completed. 

This report is nothing like a six page paper;
it is an enormous six-inch thick book that
needs to be filled with information about the
University. An on campus visit was conduct-
ed by three active Phi Beta Kappa officers
when Alfred’s application was accepted. 

During this process, the officers scruti-
nized Alfred for several days and completed a
report on the findings. With a positive result,
the Phi Beta Kappa senate voted and when
the case was approved it was sent to the
national board of Phi Beta Kappa members. 

Alfred University’s case was then sent to
the Triennial Convention in August 2003, and
representatives from the school were invited. 

Representing Alfred were Louis Greiff,
Paul Strong, professor of English, and Susan
Strong. The three were required to remain
mute during the Triennial Convention. 

They were silent while many Phi Beta
Kappa members argued whether or not to
allow Alfred into the organization. At the end
of the meeting the outcome was announced,
much to the delight of Alfred’s representa-
tives.

“I’m proud that our faculty, students and
alumni have been recognized for their
accomplishments,” said Charles Edmondson,
Alfred University president.

The Alfred chapter was installed on March
19, 2004, with Marvin Bell, a renowned poet,
as guest speaker. Bell is a foundation member
of the society. 

The induction ceremony was held on April
7, with seventeen seniors and three juniors as
the first inductees of the new chapter. 
“I felt honored to be part of the first Alfred
students to be inducted into the society,” said
Love.

Greiff hopes for more than just awarding
keys to new members. He wants to promote
academic acts such as lectureships and a fac-
ulty research fair. 

Phi Beta Kappa has approximately 270
campus chapters nationwide, including Yale
University, Princeton University and the
University of Pennsylvania. 

“It’s a special achievement for Liberal Arts
and Sciences. I think it will enhance the value
of an Alfred degree, but most of all, I am
happy for those who are in it,” said
Edmondson.

Phi Beta Kappa allows students to be all
that they can be, and rewards them for it.

“Some students are as impressive as those
of us who do have keys. We owed our stu-
dents and our institution this distinction,”
Greiff  said. ❍

AU honored by Phi Beta Kappa decision

PHOTO  PROVIDED

FOUNDATION MEMBERS OF THE NEW PHI BETA KAPPA CHAPTER AT AU ARE (FROM LEFT) DR. ELIZABETH ANN DOBIE, DR. ANDREW

L. CALL, DR. PAUL STRONG, DR. MARVIN BELL, AND DR. G. DAVID TOOT. IN BACK (FROM LEFT) ARE DR. SUSAN STRONG, DR.

CHARLES M. EDMONDSON, DR. JOHN CHURCHILL AND DR. DON J. WYATT. 



Fiat Lux May 4, 2004Page 4

POLICE BLOTTER
Courtesy of the Alfred Police
Department
Covering April 18 - April 29

Justin Nugent, 19, of Camillus, N.Y., was
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI), having a blood alcohol content
(BAC) of more than .08 percent and being
parked/stopped on pavement April 15.

Richard Smith, 43, of Alfred Station,
N.Y., was charged with leaving the scene
of a property damage accident, failure to
keep right, DWI and having a BAC of
more than .08 percent on April 15.

Bryan Cummings, 21, of Jamestown,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 17.

Craig Zerzycki, 20, of Cohocton, N.Y.,
was charged with disorderly conduct on
April 18.

Michael Sick, 19, of Cohocton, N.Y., was
charged with criminal trespassing in the
third degree on April 18.

Lori Greenblatt, 20, of Morganville,
N.J., was charged with criminal trespass-
ing in the third degree on April 18.

Paul Runge, 20, of Syracuse, N.Y., was
charged with criminal trespassing in the
third degree on April 18.

Justin Nugent, 19, of Camillus, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 22.

Ryan Clemerson, 19, of Ovid, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 23.

Lee Harvey, 21, of Canandaigua, N.Y.,
was charged with sale of alcoholic bever-
age without a license on April 23.

Taynton Williams, 20, of Lansing, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 23.

Vincent Engbith, 19, of Newark Valley,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 23.

Christopher Wave, 22, of Orchard Park,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 23.

Robert Roser, 19, of Andover, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 23.

Robert Diaz, 19, of Forest Hill, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-

tainer, resisting arrest, possession of alco-
hol under the age of 21 and two counts of
criminal mischief on April 23.

Danielle Hueston, 19, of Rochester, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 23.

James Major, Jr., 19, of Rochester, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 24.

Timothy Hasselberg, 20, of Rochester,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 24.

Andrew Rodems, 19, of Tonawanda,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 24.

Bryan Hagadorm, 21, of Arkport, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 24.

Kyle Constable, 20, of Eden, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 24.

Gregory Pullen, 21, of Groton, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 24.

Jonathan Mager, 21, of Batavia, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 24.

Ryan Crowe, 21, of Clyde, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 24.

Ryan McNamara, 21, of Naples, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 24.

Ivan Dotts, 22, of Corning, N.Y., was
charged with DWI and having a BAC of
over .08 percent on April 24.

Shea Dambrosio, 19, of Webster, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 24.

Daniel Saver, 20, of Horseheads, N.Y.,
was charged with possession of an open
container on April 24.

Michael Jensen, 20, of Hummonsport,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 24.

Scott Ramphal, 21, of New City, N.Y.,
was charged with disorderly conduct on
April 24.

Tyler Blanar, 20, of Eden, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 24.

Robert Greil, 22, of Alfred, was charged
with disturbing the peace on April 24.

Joseph Farrenkopte, 29, of New City,
N.Y., was charged with DWI, having a
BAC of more than .08 percent, unsafe lane
change, leaving the scene of an incident
and failure to keep right on April 24.

Marcus Goodsell, 21, of Bronx, N.Y.,
was charged with harassment in the sec-
ond degree on April 25.

Buav Sutherland, 19, of Ontario,
Canada, was charged with possession of
an open container on April 25.

Aaron Meyers, 21, of Delevon, N.Y., was
charged with possession of an open con-
tainer on April 25.

Jonathan Yongborg, 22, of Jamestown,
N.Y., was charged with possession of an
open container on April 25.

Sarah Eggleston, 22, of Potsdam, N.Y.,
was charged with harassment in the sec-
ond degree on April 27.

Joseph Sivielia, 20, of Seneca Falls, NY.,
was issued a bench warrant on April 28.

Katie Bennett, 21, of Wellsville, N.Y.,
was charged with DWI and having a BAC
of more than .08 percent.

BY STEVE FROST
STAFF WRITER

May 8 marks the 30th anniver-
sary of Alfred Village’s Sexual
Orientation Equal Rights
Amendment. 

Alfred, NY was the 10th city in
the United States along with Ann
Arbor, Mich., San Francisco,
Calif. and a handful of other
cities that provided any form of
protection for gays and lesbians.
At the time, larger cities like New
York City still had not added
“sexual orientation” to their
equal protection laws. 

In the spring of 1974, the
Alfred Village Board added “sex-
ual orientation” to an existing
Equal Rights Provision. Through
the efforts of village residents
and Alfred’s Gay Liberation
Group the amendment was
passed with only a small amount
of resistance from local residents
and students.

Alfred’s Gay Liberation Group
had built a strong presence on
Alfred University’s campus. It
sponsored several lesbian and
gay themed weekends, brought
speakers to campus, showed
films, had a column in the Fiat
Lux and a weekly radio talk show
called Gay Nation. 

“Within a matter of months,
issues of gay and lesbian rights
became visible to the Alfred
community,” said Tony Russo,
who was president of the GLG in
the early ‘70s. Russo started the
GLG in the fall of 1973.

The GLG approached village
resident Diane Martin in early
1974 and asked her to propose an
amendment to the Village Board
that would extend rights to gays
and lesbians. 

“I didn’t have anything to
lose,” Martin said in a June 1974
issue of The Advocate, the gay
magazine. 

Martin brought her proposition
to the March 1974 Village Board
meeting, at which time board
members agreed to consider her
motion.

With little media attention, the
Village Board met on May 8,
1974. After a half-hour discus-
sion, the Village Board called for
a vote on the amendment. 

The board voted 3-2 in favor of
the amendment with then-mayor
Gary Horowitz breaking the tie. 

“It was not a gay issue but a
simple matter of human rights,”
said Horowitz.

Only twenty-five people
attended the meeting, including
members of the Gay Liberation

Group. 
“Our strategy was that if we

didn’t make a big deal about it
then no one else would,” said
Russo. 

However, when the amend-
ment was passed, the national
media, including, Newsweek,
descended upon little Alfred. 

Many residents felt the amend-
ment reflected negatively on the
town’s colleges. In fact, Russo
observed “People thought that it
was like graduating from some
sort of pink university.”

At the next meeting of the
town board, opponents of the
amendment presented a petition
with 110 signatures asking for its
repeal. Mayor Horowitz said the
amendment was passed legally
and would stand. 

Several angry letters were
written to the Alfred Sun, Gary
Horowitz and Diane Martin, but
most students had gone home for
the summer, so opposition was
relatively small. 

Martin laughed when recall-
ing, “I received a letter, calling
me a witch, that was addressed to
Diane Martin, Homoville, USA. I
can‘t believe they were actually
able to deliver it!” ❍

Alfred celebrates 30 years
of gay rights

The interview is over and you breathe a sigh of
relief. “Finally, I’m finished and all I have to do
is wait to hear if I got the job.”  WRONG!

You should follow up with a well-written
thank you letter. This is another opportunity to
impress that potential employer with your writ-
ten communication skills and your attention to
detail. 

Approximately, only 15 percent of
job candidates actually send a thank
you letter following an interview. 

A recent survey conducted by
Alfred University’s Career
Development Center found that 54
percent of employers/recruiters stat-
ing that a well-written thank you let-
ter helps increase a candidate’s
chance of employment. 

Your thank you letter should be
limited to one full page in length and
should be no shorter than half a page.
The letter should be professional. 

A formal salutation such as Mr.,
Dr. or Ms. should be used. Remember, this is a
piece of business communication. 

The letter should include:
The position you interviewed for
The date you interviewed
Your contact information (telephone

number) for further follow-up
It is also wise to add a  slight personal touch

to your letter by including one or two references
reminding the employer why you are a right fit
for that specific position with their company. 

A strong conclusion should include suggested
further action, such as a second meeting or an
offer to provide any additional information the
recruiter may need. 

Don’t forget to sign your letter and keep a
copy for your record. 

The thank you letter should be done in a time-
ly manner. A general guideline is to send the
thank you letter within one business day follow-
ing the interview. 

Before sending the letter, have someone

proofread it. 
Your proofreader should pay particular atten-

tion to the spelling of the recruiter’s name, their
title, company name and address. Don’t be the
candidate that sends a letter to Mr. Bryan Smyth
thanking him for the interview in an envelope
addressed to Mr. Brian Smith. 

Since you just interviewed with the recruiter
within the last 24 hours, this infor-
mation should be fresh in your
notes or even on the business card
that you have from the interview. 

There has been discussion in the
business world recently debating if
thank you letters should be typed
or hand written. 

“I’ve been hearing from more and
more recruiters that the more elec-
tronic we get, the more handwritten
notes are appreciated,” said Kathy
Woughter, Director of Alfred
University’s Career Development
Center. 

“If you have good handwriting and can get
your letter in the mail in a timely manner, go for
the handwritten letter,” she continued. 

Sending a thank you letter for an interview
will be an important step in preparing you for
other business communications you may have to
write. 

Thank you letters can be used after an infor-
mational interview, as follow-ups from a net-
working event and even when accepting a job
offer. 

A “no thank you” letter can be used when
declining an employment offer or to withdraw
your application for employment. 

Lastly, make sure your letter is genuine.
Generating a generic letter will come across as
insincere and unprofessional. 

Maintain your level of professionalism right
to the end of the hiring process. A well-written
thank you letter may be the icing on the cake
that sets you above the other candidates during
the recruiting process. ❍

Remember to Follow Up

NANCY
WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER
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BY JESSICA PYLE
STAFF WRITER

This past week, even with all the studying, writing,
and pure craziness, I still managed to find a place
worth exploring.

I decided, in the middle of a ten- hour stretch of
working on my senior project, that I needed to get out.
I needed a little time to escape the stress. I thought
maybe, if I were able to relax for a bit, I would come
back to my project feeling refreshed and energized. 

So, I left my papers, books, articles and everything
else in the library and went out on a search for my
retreat.  

Finding a place to loosen up and get away came
easy this time; in fact, it came easier than ever before. 

Suddenly, I was surrounded by spring: flowers pop-
ping up, budding trees everywhere, bugs buzzing
around my head, soft muddy grass and sweet smelling
air. I decided to sit by a stream and skip rocks into the
water. 

I think an hour went by while I sat on a big rock,
amused by my disruptive splashes.  

Watching the water for so long made me thirsty and
I went to get myself a cup of coffee. Walking felt so
invigorating, that after I bought my coffee I continued
to stroll around. 

Everywhere I looked, there was something interest-
ing or unusual to focus my attention on. The buildings
are old and display a striking beauty reminiscent of the
era in which they were constructed.  

I have realized while living in Western New York
for four and a half years that there are only a few
towns in this part of the world that have this much to
offer.  

And then it struck me, I am really going to miss this
town. Alfred is my second home; there is nowhere else
I am as attached to. Although I am currently ready to
leave, there will certainly be times when I am gone
that I will wish I could be here again.  

Many of my fellow students like to complain about
Alfred, but not me, I have had a pretty steady love
affair with this town since I first landed here. 

After traveling all over this country, I know from
experience that towns like Alfred are few and far
between. Where else can you find such an authentic
and eclectic town surrounded by so much beauty? 

I am guessing that you won’t.  
Alfred has a lot to offer us all, and we must not for-

get that. I know that at times it seems too small, but
that is when you need to remember to keep an open
mind. 

None of us have experienced everything this town
has to offer, and when we get bored we should try and
keep that in mind.  

So, here in my last travel column, I am offering a bit
of advice to all of those who are lucky enough to still
have time in this fantastic town. 

When you begin complaining about the lack of
things to do or how rotten it is here, remember that
there are people in the world wishing that they could
have a little more time where you are, back in Alfred. 

Who knows, maybe you will miss it someday too.  
Nearly an hour and a half after I left the library, I

began my walk back. Feeling saddened, but refreshed,
I went back to tackle the last work that I will do at AU. 
Now, in my final weeks I have to remember to take
some time out to appreciate Alfred, because this is it. 

My time here is precious, and I am certain that I will
never find another Alfred, New York. ❍

Eclectic town relieves stress

PHOTO BY MELANIE BRAUN

A creek forms into a small waterfall and offers a
tranquil resting place for visitors. 

BY SHAUN LATULIPPE
DISTRIBUTION MANAGER

Life on earth could have been fathered, in part, by
meteorites penetrating Earth’s atmosphere and con-
tributing key amino acids to the primordial stew,
according to Dr. Carleton Moore, professor of chem-
istry and geology at Arizona State University, who
spoke at the Samuel R. Scholes Jr. Lecture.

Meteorites, including one from Mars, were pre-
sented at the annual lecture held by Alfred
University’s Division of Chemistry. This year’s lec-
ture titled “The Chemistry of Meteorites:
Messengers from Space and Time.” Moore graduated
from Alfred in 1954. He was selected by NASA to be
the Principle Investigator to analyze the rock sam-
ples sent back from the lunar Apollo missions in the
‘60s and ‘70s. 

Meteorites are small rocks from space that have
been pulled in by earth’s gravity and survived the
descent through the atmosphere. A meteor is a grain-
sized piece of rock that burns up in the earth’s atmos-
phere. 

According to Moore, there are tons of meteorites
that accumulate on earth every day; most of them are
dust-sized particle that just “float” down. The bigger
ones are hard rocks which are able to survive an
impact with earth. “These things are tough rocks!”
declared Moore. 

But he went on to say that as tough as they are,
they do break up into smaller pieces upon entering
the atmosphere. Most meteorites are magnetic since
they are made of iron and according to Moore, are

actually very cold when they hit the ground. This is
contrary to popular belief, which often depicts mete-
orites as flaming hot. When meteorites are found
they are sent to the Center of Meteoric Studies for
analysis.

Meteorites are among the oldest rocks ever record-
ed, some dating back to four billion years old. These
rocks were formed when the solar system was young
and the planets were still developing. 

Meteorites are important to study since they can
reveal how a particular part of the solar system
formed. It isn’t easy to figure out the origins of a
meteorite, though.

“The more we study them the more confused we
get,” said Moore.

His current research, which was the subject of the
talk, is to find amino acids in meteorites. “Amino
acids are compounds for life”, explained Moore. 

Amino acids give clues as to how an object forms.
Finding acids in meteorites could reveal how life
started in the solar system. There are 21 amino acids
needed for life. Moore’s research came up with 84 in
meteorites. He said there is a possibility that mete-
orites are the rocks that brought the important chem-
ical compounds needed to start life, and his research
supports that. 

The sample meteorite that Moore brought was an
ejected rock resulting from an asteroid impact with
Mars. The meteorite was found in Antarctica, the pri-
mary place for meteorite discovery because of its
mostly relatively stable. He said geologists can dis-
cern whether a meteorite is from Mars  because of
their distinct chemical characteristics. ❍

Specialist captivates audience
with chemistry of meteorites
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Jennifer Stalter

WHEN I DREAM, I CAN NEVER 
REMEMBER THE STORY OR EVENT
THAT TAKES PLACE. INSTEAD, I’M
LEFT WITH THE VIVID IMAGERY; A

BRIEF GLIMPSE OF A FANTASTIC
LANDSCAPE WITHIN WHICH THE

DREAM IS SET. MY WORK IS
INSPIRED BY THESE 

DREAMSCAPES.

Jasmine Brown
LAMP DESIGN HAS BEEN ONE OF MY MAIN

FOCUSES FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS.
LIGHT CAN SET THE MOOD OF A ROOM AS
WELL AS PROVIDING A SOURCE OF LIGHT.
WHEN I GRADUATE, HOWEVER, I PLAN ON

WORKING ON PRINT DESIGN AND THEN
GOING TO GRAD SCHOOL FOR INDUSTRIAL

DESIGN SO I CAN PURSUE A CAREER IN
LAMP DESIGN.

Jared London
MY WORK IS RESEARCH OF
ARCHITECTURAL FORM. IN

SCULPTURE I USE NATURAL
MATERIALS TO CREATE 

MAN-MADE ARCHITECTURAL
STRUCTURES. I ALSO CREATE

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN.
THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER I

HAVE RESEARCHED ARCHITECTS
WHO ARE INFLUENTIAL TO ME,

AND I HAVE CREATED 
ARCHITECTURAL PLANS

INSPIRED BY THEIR WORK.
AFTER ALFRED I PLAN ON PURSU-

ING A MASTER’S IN
ARCHITECTURE, AND I WILL SEE
WHERE I AM LED FROM THERE.

Tim Navratil
CREATING WORK IS ABOUT A PROCESS
OF SELF-CULTIVATION. THE CONCEPTS

INVOLVED ARE HUMOROUS, AND 
DISPLAY A “SKETCHY” QUALITY THAT

CAN ONLY BE BROUGHT OUT BETWEEN
FRIENDS. COLLABORATION AMONG

PEOPLE WITH SUCH CLOSE
CONNECTIONS SERVES AS ENDLESS

INSPIRATION FOR GOOD LIVING. 
SEVERAL MEDIA INCLUDING VIDEO,

PRINT AND LIGHT SHOW THAT A 
FASCINATION WITH ART IN THIS DAY

AND AGE CAN BRING A JOYFUL 
MEANING TO LIFE AND WORK. IN A

TIME WHEN THINKERS DOUBT THAT
KNOWLEDGE IS POWER AND THAT A

PHILOSOPHY OF “LIVING WELL” IS
PRACTICALLY NON-EXISTENT, SIMPLY

HAVING FUN WITH ART AND ENJOYING
THE ABILITY TO EXPRESS ONESELF

ARTISTICALLY OFFERS A VERY REAL,
CONCRETE BASIS FOR LIVING.

Mary Beth Kraus
MY WORK FEATURES SEVERAL 

DIGITAL PRINTS THAT ARE COMPOSED
OF BOTANICAL ETCHINGS. WITHIN MY

PRINTS I COMBINED DETAILED 
ETCHINGS OF LEAVES AND FLOWERS

INTO A FORM THAT MORPHS FROM 
SOMETHING NATURAL TO A FORM

THAT IS FUTURISTIC. 
MY GOAL WAS TO PORTRAY THE

DETAILS OF BOTANICALS IN A WAY
THAT WOULD NOT BE RECOGNIZABLE

TO THE VIEWER AT FIRST. I ASKED
MYSELF WHAT THE POSSIBILITIES

WERE IN MY BOTANICAL ETCHINGS.
THE CONCEPT OF MORPHING A 

NATURAL FORM INTO A FUTURISTIC,
YET DIFFERENT, NATURAL FORM WAS

MY ANSWER. 

More than 100 students, candidates for the Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree from the School of Art and Design
and for the BA degree in fine arts from the College of
Liberal Arts and Sciences at Alfred University, will
simultaneously open their senior shows at 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 8. Exhibitions will remain open to the
public from noon to 5 p.m. Sunday, May 9.

The AU Senior Shows, which are a requirement of
graduation from Alfred University’s acclaimed art

programs, have become major attractions for art
lovers from throughout Western New York, drawn to
Alfred for the openings by the opportunity to see work
by some of the country’s most promising young
artists.

Visitors know that in a few years, the students they
see exhibiting at our senior shows will be among the
best known artists in tbeir fields, whether it’s ceram-
ics, glass, electronic arts, painting, drawing, photogra-
phy or sculpture.

Exhibition spaces, while concentrated in Harder
and Binns-Merrill halls and at The Brick, all on the
AU campus, will also be found in other campus build-
ings and in restaurants and other buildings in the com-
munity.

Each of the students vies with others, not only in
terms of how he or she presents the work, but also in
the food, flowers and music for the reception. ❍

BFAand BAFAstudents exhibit work May 8 
Graduating senior art
and design students
show work around 
community and campus

Jessica Larter 
MY SENIOR SHOW IS 

PRIMARILY ABOUT LIGHT AND
COLOR. I PHOTOGRAPHED
FLOWERS IN THE STUDIO 

LIGHTING ROOM WITH GEL
LIGHTS TO CREATE VIBRANT,

ALMOST UNNATURAL COLORS;
COLORS THAT ARE JUBILANT

AND RADIATE A LIFE OF THEIR
OWN. THE PHOTOS WILL BE

COMPLIMENTED WITH THE USE
OF NEON TO EXPAND ON THE

CONCEPT OF LIGHT AND COLOR
AS FORM. THE SHOW WILL BE
HELD ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF

THE COFFEE HOUSE.

Friday

HOLDING HOT TEA, ITS ONCE COLD
INNER SURFACE IS WARMED BY

COMPANY. WITH STEADY VIGOR,
ENERGY TRANSFERS THROUGH 

LAYERS OF SKIN. IN A MOMENT’S
PASSING, THE INNER AND OUTER

MERGE. THEN, WITH ONE FLUID
MOTION, TENSION RELEASED.

THE OBJECTS I CREATE ARE
ACTIVE. TAKEN INTO THE

HOUSEHOLD, THEY TAKE PART IN
INTERACTIONS, WHICH HAVE

BECOME THE MOST NEGLECTED

ASPECT OF CONTEMPORARY 
SOCIETY. WHERE MORE WORKING

HOURS MEAN LESS FAMILY TIME, WE
HAVE BECOME ISOLATED. HERE, I

TURN TO HISTORY FOR AN ANSWER.
AS THE UTILITARIAN OBJECT ONCE

MERGED PEOPLE TOGETHER, MY
WORK WILL DO THE SAME. BRINGING

PEOPLE TOGETHER IN A DAILY
CYCLE, THE ACT OF EATING

BECOMES A RITUAL CELEBRATION OF
HUMAN COMPANY, REVIVING THE

SPIRIT WITH CONNECTION.

Michiyo Oishi
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their band the Black Eyed Peas
performed Elephunk’s “Labor
Day,” “Boogie That Be,” “Latin
Girls,” “Where is the Love” and
“Let’s Get Retarded.” 

The Black Eyed Peas mixed in a
song from 1998, before the addi-
tion of Fergie and the band’s tran-
sition to a more mainstream sound. 

Still, Black Eyed Peas have a
sound like no other and focus on
putting forth positive messages in
their music, ending the set advo-
cating youth voting in support of
Democratic presidential candidate
John Kerry. 

Cee-Lo Green’s musical genre
mixing and positive outlook
meshed well with the Black Eyed
Peas’ distinct style. 

“I wish that artists wanted to be
foundations in the wall, not pup-
pets of corporate expectations or
cash hungry artists,” said Cee-Lo.

Cee-Lo took the stage to a remix
of the Fugees’s “Ready or Not,”
showing off his eclectic style and
respect for past hip hop artists. 

With a megamix of current
radio hits and four other men on

stage, Cee-Lo got the crowd going
with shout-outs to Alfred
University and Alfred State,
encouraging the crowd to sing
along and dance to his beats. One
of the on stage performers even
took a camera from a photographer
and snapped a picture of the audi-
ence to get them going.

Cee-Lo had the crowd waving
its hands in the air and impressed
the audience with his fast-paced
rapping, reggae-style numbers and
slow songs with the stage lights
down.

He ended his set by taking a lit-
tle girl from the audience on stage
with him and sang her a song from
the children’s show, Barney and
Friends on PBS.

Up and possibly coming heavy
metal band Wet Monkey opened
the night with slamming guitar
riffs and head-banging songs. The
band has local ties to Alfred State,
one member being a mailroom
worker, and the rest are from sur-
rounding areas. 

Like Black Eyed Peas and Cee-
Lo, Wet Monkey fits into no spe-
cific musical genre, but it was not
hard to notice the contrast between
the opening act and the co-headlin-
ers. 

Still, Wet Monkey held its own

ground and played a distinct set for
many devoted local fans.

The large act for the spring
semester was disappointing in
attendance, mostly due to high
ticket-prices and too many diverse
interests at Alfred University, but
the concert was successful in
offering a wide variety of musical
tastes from distinct musical
artists.❍

BY NICHOLAS S. MCGAW
NEWS EDITOR

Turntablists are, for my money, the most interesting
people at work in the music world today. There’s an
intriguing tension inherent in their very existence. In
some ways, they are responsible for the most forward-
looking music being made. 

More than any other genre, DJ music is new, it’s
innovative and, given its reliance on developing
recording and sampling technology, it could never
have existed before. Try saying the same about any
rock group – no matter how good they are, the White
Stripes could have just as easily existed 30-odd years
ago.

At the same time, the music is sample-based, built
on snippets of other people’s songs, meaning it relies
on the past like no other genre. While the method of
combining sounds is breathtakingly new, close to
none of the sounds are new in any way.

Popular culture doesn’t know how to look at DJs.
Instinctually, they’re rejected as “not musicians”
because the turntables they play can’t independently
create sound, but anyone who actually listens to
albums by people like DJ Shadow would be hard
pressed to deny that what the DJ does is just as musi-
cal as and probably more difficult than anything done
by a guitarist or pianist. So where do we put DJs?
What are they?

Enter Kid Koala. This Chinese-Canadian DJ, other-
wise known as Eric San, is one of the bright lights of
the current turntablist movement. Along with his own
pair of records, Kid Koala is best known for his
involvement with Del tha Funkee Homosapien and
Dan the Automator on the Deltron 3030 and Gorillaz
albums. 

Through some sort of fortunate cosmic alignment,
Alfred’s SAB, with help from the Art Union, was able
to book him for a Knight Club show on April 23. As
anyone there that night could tell you, Kid Koala’s act
was proof positive that a good DJ is by definition a
virtuoso instrumentalist. 

Not only am I going to say that anyone who tries to
denigrate DJs as “not musicians” is an imagination-
impaired snob, I seriously believe that the instrumen-
tal skills possessed by the best DJs are comparable
only to the instrumental abilities of the best jazz musi-
cians. If DJ Shadow is the turntablists’ John Coltrane,
then Kid Koala is their Roland Kirk – a little goofier, a
little sloppier, but capable of some jaw-dropping dis-
plays of skill.

The audience, the biggest I’ve seen for a Knight
Club show since Mike Doughty played three years
ago, was enjoying every scratch and sample Kid
Koala threw their way, often erupting into applause
after he landed a particularly complex line, just like
you see at really hot jazz club shows. At one point,
scratching over a loping New Orleans swing tune, he

managed to manipulate a two-note horn sample into a
complete and musically perfect solo. Wow.

The only complaint I’d even consider venturing is
that Kid Koala was a little too responsive to the
crowd. Eyeing the ready-to-dance crowd somewhat
warily at the beginning of the show, he commented
that they must not have listened to his records,
because “you can’t dance to Kid Koala music.” 

While that’s something of an exaggeration, his
albums certainly aren’t the kind of big beat populism
of people like Fatboy Slim or the Chemical Brothers.
More often than not, he builds tracks around odd
ukulele samples and accidental, found-sound loping
beats.

But, as Karl Marx will tell you, no man can deny
the will of the people for long, and midway through
the show, Kid Koala let loose the dancin’ grooves the
crowd was waiting for. He mashed up a lot of current
art-school hits from Radiohead, Bjork and DJ
Shadow, at one point even throwing in Outkast’s
ridiculously ubiquitous “Hey Ya!”

The audience enthusiastically gave it up, but what’s
most popular isn’t always what’s best (take that Adam
Smith!) and I for one missed the subtler gifts he
opened with.

Still, Kid Koala put on one of the most exciting and
relevant shows this sleepy school in the pines has seen
in recent memory. 

Turntablists like him are, above all, musical

utopists. It’s a perfect dream world they live in, where
hip-hop, bluegrass, blues, rock and God knows what
else coexist peacefully. In some ways, DJs are music
historians, condensing the history of recorded music
into an hour-long set. What’s the overall message they
articulate? 

No matter what the genre, it’s all music, and it all
has worth. That’s a message our increasingly boxed
in, niche-marketed culture would do well to hear. ❍

Kid Koala’s unique sound breaks musical boundaries

BY SHADRA BRUCE 
STAFF WRITER

I returned a few  weeks ago from one of the most
spectacular trips of my life. 

I have done a lot of traveling, but sometimes
everything falls into the right place and the people
you are with make perfect companions. Memories
are made that will last a lifetime.

This trip was just that: 13 students accompanied
Assistant Professor of French Zakia Robana on a
five-day trip to the province of Quebec.

Our group spent two nights in Old Quebec City
and two nights in Montreal. Both mornings in
Quebec City were spent on a guided walking tour,
seeing everything from cathedrals and chateaus to
fortresses and citadels. 

Almost 400 years old, Quebec City is the only
city in North America still fortified with city walls.
The architecture reflects the history of the city with
both French and British influence.

Samuel de Champlain, founder of the city, took
the word Quebec from the Indian word Kebec (pro-
nounced kay-beck) meaning the closest point
between the two banks of the river. Quebec is one of
the original four provinces of Canada.

Montreal brought more exploration – Vieux (Old)
Montreal, the Notre Dame Cathedral of Montreal,
the George Cartier House, a perfect example of
Victorian-era living and the third largest Botanical

Gardens in the world.
Montreal is the second-largest French speaking

city in the world and the second-largest city in
Canada, behind Toronto. 

It is a vibrant city that was even more lively than
normal on the weekend we were there. The Montreal
Canadiens hockey team beat the Boston Bruins and
kept its hopes alive for the Stanley Cup. 

It seemed as though the entire 3.5 million resi-
dents of Montreal were in the streets downtown cel-
ebrating, and being good tourists we, of course,
joined them.

Our afternoons and evenings each day were free
to be spent exploring, eating delicious food and
sampling the local nightlife. 

This group of 13 students, ranging in age from 18
to 33 with a wide variety of majors, came together
because we studied the same language and for some,
going on a trip was a class assignment 

It was meant to be an educational trip – which it
was – but it ended up being so much more. 

When asked if he met any people while in
Canada, Shaun Burdick, a junior computer science
major, said, “No, we were too busy meeting each
other.”

We experienced French-Canadian history and cul-
ture and had the opportunity to practice speaking
French, but most importantly, our group made last-
ing memories and friendships. ❍

French-Canadian history
explored during AU student trip

BY BONNIE YE
CONTRIBUTOR

There is no better way to make AU feel like home
than to dive in headfirst as an active member of the
campus community.  

As a freshman and president of the Pacific Rim
Organization, I feel the responsibility to present activ-
ities that reflect the importance of Asian culture and
to make group members more comfortable with their
surroundings, just as they have done for me. 

A2A: Alfred to Asia is the first big event that I have
organized on campus.  My goal was to share my cul-
ture with all different groups of people, and give them
a taste of just how great Asian culture really is.

All of the members of Pacific Rim have shown
great support for me and the show, which has united
us more than I could have ever dreamed.

By dividing the work amongst us, everyone got a
chance to learn about each other’s culture.  Even
though I am Chinese, I really don’t know all there is
to know about traditional Chinese culture.

One such example is the Chinese Fan Dance.  I had

seen the fan dance before, but I never tried to learn it.
In making decisions about the A2A performances, I
realized that I would love to learn and share the Fan
Dance with others.

It was difficult to find people to dance, and I still
didn’t know how to do it myself. With the help of
videos and Internet clips, we were able to learn the
Fan Dance. 

The thought of the show motivated us as we real-
ized that our performance could be the first time the
Alfred community would be exposed to Chinese
dance.

I don’t want A2A to be identified only as dance
show. There were many other performances, such as a
Pakistani dance, karate and a piano piece based on
Japanese animation. We also invited the Middle
Eastern Dance Organization to join us.

Personally, I had never seen these performances
before and was never very interested in them. But
after I became involved in this show, I realized that

each performance exhibits different aspects of other
cultures. Asian culture is not just about food; it is
about much more.

The show was a success, drawing in about 70 peo-
ple. Reactions to the show were all very positive and
people seemed impressed with our abilities. 

I am so pleased that we had a chance to show peo-
ple our rich culture. 

In addition, A2A was nominated for an Alfie award
as an “outstanding student-directed production.” I am
glad that people recognize our show and our culture. 

Through organizing A2A, I became more interested
in various forms of Asian entertainment. I want to
learn more about different dances in order to give
people a fresh perspective on Asian culture. 

A2A motivated me to sustain my Asian heritage as
well as my American heritage. It serves as the bridge
that connects me to my old and new cultures.

The Pacific Rim Organization has helped me to
become a part of the Alfred community and gives me
the opportunity to discover my strength as a leader. 

Our organization welcomes people of all racial and
ethnic backgrounds with hopes that we can all learn

about and gain appreciation for one another.
I was very pleased by the outcome of A2A, and I

look forward to future events.

Pacific Rim promotes multicultural experiences

PHOTO PROVIDED

Members of Pacific Rim perform a Chinese fan
dance during the Alfred 2 Asia student 
performance.
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Cee-Lo Green, co-headliner of
the large act, performs during
his set before Black Eyed Peas
take the stage.

… BEP
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

BY ABBY TRIPP
MANAGING EDITOR

AARON MARGULIS
COPY EDITOR

As Hot Dog Day drew to a close,
Alfred had gotten its fill of processed
meats. 

There was no way the opening act
for Spring Watch 2004 could kick off
the evening by throwing cans of Spam
into the crowd. Instead, Last Page First
opted to toss bags of glucose-filled
gummi bears at their audience, offering
up fuel for an energy-packed perfor-
mance.

The Rochester-based band was one
of three groups brought to Alfred
University’s campus in a collaborative
effort by Residence Hall Council, the
Office of Residence Life and the staff
and residents of Pine Hill Suites.

The performance raised $124 for the
Alfred Montessori School, said Devin
Anderman, a resident assistant in Pine

Hill Suites and one of the evening’s
chief organizers.

Anderman said that she was pleased
with the evening’s results. Her only
regret was the small turnout: it seemed
like Davis Gym held more event
staffers and sound crew members than
actual fans.

“Next year, we’ll probably choose a
different date – one not so full of things
to go to,” said Anderman.

Jeremy Call, lead vocalist and elec-
tric guitarist for Last Page First, set the
tone of the group’s performance with
his strong, young voice and general
gusto, as well as several bags of gummi
bears. 

Guitarist and backup vocalist Nate
Gregory rocked out on stage right,
often joined by bassist Mike Tandle in
some of the more energetic sequences
of the night. They were paced by drum-
mer James Longstreet.

The guys were jumping, their arms
were in the air and they looked like

they were having the time of their lives. 
The lucky few who actually showed

up at the $2 show got their money’s
worth and then some, even before the
headliners had set foot on stage.

After a solid set of aggressive music,
Last Page First gave way to Abbott
Hayes, a fairly sedate band in compari-
son.

Abbott Hayes, based in Tupper Lake,
performed a standard set of punk music
without much choreography or, frankly,
energy. They may have been better off
switching with Last Page First to build
sufficient momentum. 

As it was, more people took bath-
room breaks in the middle of Abbott
Hayes’ performance than during the set
changes between acts.

Before Monday Mourning came on
stage there was a raffle drawing. One
person won a DVD player and two won
digital cameras.

Monday Mourning, of Plattsburgh,
was the final act of the night, and after

hearing the band’s music on loop dur-
ing every break, people were ready
when they hit the stage. 

The tempo went back up in a hurry
and stayed there. The crowd, slightly
larger than it was at the show’s begin-
ning, was brought back into motion
with music worthy of its volume.

Monday Mourning had more audi-
ence interaction than Last Page First or
Abbott Hayes, with bassist Bryan
Shortell talking intermittently with the
person who seemed to be the least
inhibited of those in the audience,
dancing freely and later leading a gal-
lant but unavoidably undermanned
attempt at a circle pit.

The show ended as a rock show
should, with a crazed rendition of a
song off the Monday Mourning’s self
titled album; the lead singer belting out
the last notes from his knees and the
bassist on his back, playing as fast as he
could. ❍

Spring Watch entertains Hot Dog Day

PHOTO BY AARON MARGULIS 

Monday Mourning’s James Shortell, bass and
vocals, jams out on the last song.of the night.

PHOTO BY COLIN KENNARD

DJ Kid Kola entertains the Knight Club around
with is funky beats.

FIRST PERSON
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BY JESSICA ECOCK
STAFF WRITER

There is one day every year that
seniors look forward to: graduation
day. Most of them have waited four
years for this day, and it’s almost
here. 

The Commencement Ceremony
will take place in the McLane
Center May 15 at 10 a.m.
“I think Commencement is one of
the most enjoyable events in higher
education,” said Charles
Edmondson, president of Alfred
University. 

An estimated 450 students will
walk across the stage at the ceremo-
ny. There are about 350 undergradu-
ates, 93 graduate students and about
seven previous graduates from
December who did not walk,
according to the Registrar’s Office. 

Some graduates with unfulfilled
credits will be allowed to walk.
These students finish their credit
requirements by taking summer
classes after walking. 
“It is a lot of work to organize the
commencement ceremony,” said
Edmondson. 

Mark Cappadonia, Larry Casey
and faculty marshals have done
much of the planning this year. In
the past, they have rarely received
any credit for it, according to
Edmondson.

In place of the standard valedic-
torian and salutatorian at other grad-
uation ceremonies, Alfred has top
student honors onstage at gradua-
tion. These are students with the
highest grade point average in each
school. Although they do not give
speeches, the crowd acknowledges
their high academic achievements.
Also onstage will be the Marlin
Miller Outstanding Seniors, Beth

Greenwood, a comparative cultures
major and Shaminda Amarakoon, a
performing arts major. 

This year there will be live music
for the ceremony, as opposed to last
year’s commencement, where the
band was unable to perform due to a
lack of available seating. 

Much like issues with seating, the
unpredictable weather occasionally
causes problems at commencement
time.

Commencement 2002 was hit by
an onslaught of typical, unpre-
dictable Alfred weather patterns, as
graduates and attendees were sub-
ject to mid-May snow flurries. The
rainy season is another reason that
the event is not held outdoors on
campus. 

There is no other building on the
AU campus that can hold as many
people inside as the McLane Center.
One choice for future ceremonies is
to hold them on the football field.
However, chairs on the field could
ruin the turf surface and the amount
of people who would be allowed to
attend would be limited because of
a lack in appropriate seating. 

Edmondson does not want to
have to perform a lottery or impose
a limit on tickets for the ceremony
because of seating problems. 

“I hope graduation is satisfying to
graduates and their families,” said
Edmondson. 

This time of the year, it’s
inevitable that seniors will be expe-
riencing a mixture of emotions as
graduation day quickly approaches. 

“I am really excited to finish col-
lege, but nervous at the same time,”
said Tina Pignatelli, a senior com-
munication studies major. “I am
going to miss Alfred and everyone
I’ll leave behind.”

However, it isn’t just graduating

seniors that have mixed emotions
about their next step in life, whether
joining the work force or moving
onto graduate schools. 
Members of the AU faculty are part
of an emotional dilemma when they
see their soon-to-be former students
preparing for graduation.

“I think it’s an event that faculty
have love/hate relationships with.
They don’t want students to leave,
but they are happy to see them go.
It’s like your children are leaving
home,” said Edmondson.

This year’s commencement
speaker is Nobel Prize winner
Roald Hoffmann, professor of
chemistry at Cornell University. He
is the Frank H.T. Rhodes Professor
of Humane Letters there, and he is a
graduate of Harvard University. 

An acclaimed chemist with well-
known theories, Hoffmann has
received over twenty-five honorary
degrees, including the Nobel Prize
in Chemistry in 1981. 

Hoffmann has many life experi-
ences to share with the graduating
class. His family escaped Nazi per-
secution during World War II when
Germany invaded Poland. 

Hoffmann has had his hands in
various media: he co-produced and
narrated a series, The World of
Chemistry, for PBS in the early
‘90s. His poetry has been published
in literary magazines, and he has
published a few books. 

He has also co-written a play,
Oxygen, which has been seen in
America, Germany and Britain. 

Alfred will bestow on Hoffmann
two honorary degrees during the
commencement ceremony. He will
be receiving the Doctor of Science
and Doctor of Humane Letters. 

Commencement, emotional
and nerve-wracking 

BY CRYSTAL LEHMAN
CONTRIBUTOR

Reproductive rights advocates from across the United
States gathered in Washington, D.C. on April 25 to
participate in the 2004 March for Women’s Lives.

The purpose of the event was to show support for
reproductive freedom and justice for all women. 
More than 1.15 million people attended. According to
the official crowd count, this has been the largest
crowd ever for a women’s rights rally in the nation’s
capitol. 

Prior to the march, activists assembled at the
National Mall and then proceeded to walk approxi-
mately two miles while chanting and carrying signs. 
“Four hundred and fifty [anti-choice] laws passed

around the states since 1992, since the last time we
marched,” said Dr. Martha Burke, chair of the
National Council of Women’s Organizations, as she
addressed the crowd.

Throughout the pre- and post-march rally, the
importance of voting in the upcoming presidential
election was emphasized. 

“As you march today...turn to the person next to
you and the person in front of you and the person
behind you, and I want you to ask them: ‘Are you reg-
istered to vote, and do you vote?’” said Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton (D-NY), one of the many speakers at
the rally.
Several speakers urged pro-choice women and men to
vote for candidate John Kerry, who - unlike incumbent
president, George W. Bush - supports abortion rights. 

Pro-choice signs reading “The Only Bush I Trust is
My Own!” and “Bush - Stay Out of Mine!” were well-
received, and a particularly popular chant among the
marchers was “Hey hey! Ho ho! George Bush has got
to go!”

“If all we do is march today, that will not change the
direction that this country is headed in under the lead-
ership of this administration,” declared Clinton. 
Another important focus of the event was the presence
of organizations dealing specifically with the needs of
women of color and economically underprivileged
women.  

In the past, the reproductive rights dialogue has
been criticized for being heavily unbalanced in favor
of middle and upper class white women’s concerns. 

At the April 25th march, organizers sought to reme-
dy that imbalance by including a wide range of repro-
ductive health issues. 

Speakers addressed issues such as sterilization in
communities of color, welfare, and the need for finan-

cial and social support for women who choose to bring
pregnancies to term.

According to Randall Kerry, head of Operation
Rescue West, the March for Women’s Lives was “a
death march. It’s very scary. They’re supporting the
killing of children.” ORW is headquartered in
Sacramento, CA. 

The march was protested by a number of groups
that collectively felt the same as Randall Kerry. 
Sixteen members of The Christian Defense Coalition,
another group protesting the march, were arrested for
demonstrating without a permit. 
The protestors held up pictures of aborted fetuses and
signs reading “Women deserve better than abortion!”
and “Baby-killer!”  

The organizers of the march were the American
Civil Liberties Union, the Black Women’s Health
Imperative, Feminist Majority, NARAL Pro-Choice
America, National Latina Institute for Reproductive
Health, National Organization for Women and
Planned Parenthood Federation of America.  

For further information, please consult the official
2004 March for Women’s Lives website at
http://www.marchforwomen.org/.

Crystal Lehman attended the 2004 March for
Women’s Lives and contributed her report to the Fiat.

Pro-Choice activists march on D.C.

PHOTO BY CRYSTAL LEHMAN

A pro-choice demonstrator protests shows 
support at the March for Women’s Lives in
Washington, D.C. on April 25.

BY NICHOLAS S. MCGAW
NEWS EDITOR

Boston based indie-rockers Soltero have been
turning into something of an Alfred fixture;
the April 10 Terra Cotta show was their third
here in two years.

So far, they’ve managed to attract a sizable
and enthusiastic audience every time. Quite a
feat in this town, where, for all the ‘there’s
nothing to do’ complaining, University-spon-
sored events usually have shamefully low
attendance.

But Soltero can really pack ‘em in, and I,
for one, am not that surprised. Soltero is the
kind of band that really only blooms under
repeated listens, but once you’re hooked, you
stay hooked. 

For a band I’m admittedly crazy for,
Soltero has a lot of obvious negatives. The
singing is kind of faceless; there’s nothing
new or groundbreaking in their guitar-based
roots rock sound. They’ve recently had their
best musician, guitarist Alexander McGregor
leave, and their live playing teeters on the
verge of amateur chaos – the beats are so
unsteady that they often sound like a machine
shaking itself apart.

But in singer/guitarist Tim Howard, Soltero
has one of the best songwriters working in
American music today. And that’s no rock
critic hype – the guy is good in the same way
as Modest Mouse’s Isaac Brock, the Silver
Jews’ David Berman and Wilco’s Jeff
Tweedy. 

He’s not the most ambitious writer. His
scope is limited mostly to first-person love
songs or first-person anti-love songs, but he’s
one of the most perceptive relationship writ-
ers I’ve heard in a long time. This comes as a
welcome relief given the pedestrian idiocy
perpetrated by most indie rock acts.

Think about it, does anybody listen to The
Strokes for the words? No they don’t, and
that’s because The Strokes have never written
anything like the following, from “The
Moment You Said Yes”:we each have our
ways/ of playing it safe/ though that’s the last
thing we need/ for example you don’t call/ for
example I act like I don’t notice when you
don’t call/and the moment you give in/ to an
evening of conjugal sin/is the moment I con-
cede/ that I answer to a physical greed

Howard strikes a delicate balance between
romanticism and cynicism, and he consistent-
ly pulls it off beautifully. He’s got all the

songwriting ingredients down cold: original
metaphors (especially in his “Communist
Love Song”), a thrilling sense of confession,
and a complete lack of sticky sentimentality. 
Similar to rock’s other sloppily brilliant bands
like Big Star or the Replacements, the solid
songwriting more than justifies the slipshod
musicianship.

Howard is an inexplicably fascinating per-
former. His singing is rarely pitch perfect, but
it’s authentic in the same sort of way icons
like Neil Young and Townes Van Zandt sound
authentic. 
There’s something compulsive about a
Soltero performance. They’re far from the
most talented performers Alfred hosted this
year (a title I think was claimed with
Silkworm’s set in November), but I can think
of few acts I’m more excited to see again.

The faces in the crowd at the Terra Cotta
were, for a large part, the same ones present at
Soltero’s last Alfred show back in October. 
If SAB brings them back again next year, and
it should, I’d bet you’d have a crowd of repeat
viewers. Soltero keeps ‘em coming back, and
that’s probably one of the best things you can
say about a band. 

Alfred fans hooked on Soltero

BY LACEY HOLMES
STAFF WRITER

They’re here, they’re hip and
guess what? They’re republican. 

College conservatives and
republican groups are coming
out and voicing their opinion
against what they see as liberal
biases in academia.
Students across the nation are

saying, “Yes, I’m a conservative
and I’m proud of it.” One of
these students is James Gentile,
an active member of the College
Republicans here at AU.

“Hi, I’m James, and I admit
I’m a republican,” said Gentile.

But what does it mean these
days to be a young conservative,
anyway? 

Today’s young, modern con-
servatives have sharp, highlight-
ed haircuts, shiny silver cell
phones, Abercrombie and Fitch
sweaters and Bush-Cheney
bumper stickers. The New York
Times calls them “Hipublicans.” 

However, to Gentile and
young people like him, being a
conservative republican means
much more.

“When most people think of

college conservative republi-
cans, they think of a bunch of
geeks that watch the news all
day,” said Gentile. “But we’re
just regular students who want to
be involved with our govern-
ment.”

Some college conservative
groups, like the Young
Conservatives of Texas, have
taken a more radical approach to
being young and conservative.

They hold pro-Bush demon-
strations and crash anti-war
protests. College Republicans at
the University of Colorado spon-
sored a “conservative coming-
out day.”

But for most local conserva-
tives, being able to express their
views in the classroom is preem-
inent. When some conservative
students choose to speak up in
classrooms that are predominant-
ly liberal, they feel they are met
with overwhelming opposition.

“I can say firsthand, my views
have gotten me into trouble”,
said Gentile. “Left-wing profes-
sors have a negative bias against
the right-wing.”

Associate Professor of
Communication Studies Pamela

Schultz agreed that professors
cannot help but have some bias-
es.

“Every professor probably has
a bias”, said Schultz. “But it is
important for that professor to be
open about having that bias, so
the classroom is not a captive
audience to brainwash.”

The majority of professors are
open to the different opinions of
their students. They also enjoy a
healthy debate. Even so, many
conservative students still
believe that discussing politics
anywhere, especially in the
classroom, is not going to go
over well.

Bill Kramer, the president of
AU’s College Republicans, is a
hip, young, admitted conserva-
tive. Although his classroom
experience has been mostly posi-
tive, he has found that political
bias is everywhere.

“Over time I’ve learned to just
not say anything too political in
the classroom or socially,” said
Kramer. “I don’t think many pro-
fessors realize they are asserting
their political views at all.”

Not all conservative students
think that their views are under-

mined in class. Many feel open
to voice their opinion at any
time.

“Being a political science stu-
dent, I feel that I should make
my views known, no matter what
side of the wing the majority of
the class tends to be on,” said
former College Republicans
Chair Rebecca Wurst.

For many conservative stu-
dents, openness does not have to
do with which side of the politi-
cal landscape someone’s views
are on. Rather, it’s about being
involved in government, as well
as being heard and having a
voice, even if that voice is not a
popular one.

Shocked that any one would
refer to him as “hip,” Gentile is
thrilled with the rise of young
conservative action.

“The involvement of young
people is going to have a positive
impact on the culture,” said
Gentile. “Young conservative
organizations are becoming great
organizations to be a part of and
[are] a good way for young peo-
ple to get positive reinforcement
of their ideals.” ❍

Changing image of young republicans
away the element of student-faculty
interaction that draws students to
Alfred.

In the 1960s, said Hyde, “this was
a family town.” Nearly every home
on West University, Terrace, Main
and Sayles Streets housed a universi-
ty employee and his or her family.
Now, according to Hyde, this is only
true of every fifth or sixth home. 

“If you’re going to have a robust
local economy, you need families to
live here,” Hyde added. Affordable
housing for new employees “is
worth more to the local economy
than $100 on your dining card [for
use downtown].” 

For the university, one possible
solution rests in the creation of more
on-campus housing alternatives that
are attractive to students. According
to Dean Brody, such housing will
also alleviate the stress on landlords
that has come out of the phasing-out
of the Greek system.

One example of new housing that
will fill this need is the Moscowitz
House, which is slated to open next
semester as a residence for students
involved in Habitat for Humanity,
AU Rescue Squad, Alpha Phi
Omega and WALF. Brody also
pointed to the Honors, Language and
ENS Houses as models of success
worth emulating.

Hyde agreed, saying, “People
probably want choice, rather than to
be directed to a particular living
space.”

“We are studying a number of
options right now,” Hyde added,
including arrangements that will cre-
ate “smaller, more intimate spaces,”
that student seem to prefer. He cau-
tioned, however, that such changes

will “involve a lot of capital invest-
ment.” 

Brody also pointed to plans to
alleviate the stress of landowners
wrought by the partying that some
feel has been plaguing privately
owned homes since the Greek ban.
He cited Terra Cotta Coffeehouse as
an example of an alternative social
location. 

More establishments are in the
works. Next, Brody said, he would
like to see “a place where students
can dance.” The facility would have
a nightclub environment and “a good
dance floor.” He stressed that this is
still very tentative.

In the interim, Brody said that the
university would try to add “more
variety in terms of where students
can go,” citing recent trips to Erie,
Pa.’s Splash Lagoon and Wellsville’s
bowling alley and skating rink as
successes and examples of new
directions the school can take.

Furthermore, Brody said, “We’re
now allowing some [on-campus]
events with alcohol.”

Across the board, proactive
approaches stressing cooperation are
perceived as the path to success. Len
Curran, of Alfred Hair and Tanning
Center, believes that steps have been
taken in the right direction. 

She pointed to the Health Fair
held on-campus in March as an
example of the good that can arise
when town and university team up.
Curran added that local businesspeo-
ple have been encouraged to get
involved with programming spon-
sored by the Office of Residence
Life.

For Hyde, the goal is simple: to
create a community and campus that
are “vigorous, attractive and suc-
cessful.” Achieving this is the chal-
lenge, he said. “We need to get way
out of the box and change the equa-
tion.” ❍

…Town
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BY JEN UNISLAWSKI
A&E EDITOR

It’s common knowledge that the
best way for a girl to get over
someone is to get under some-
one else, right? Not exactly. In
fact, Alison James would say
that’s not the case at all.

“A guy should only add to
your already fulfilling life. He
should never be your life,”
James states in her recently
released book, “I Used to Miss
Him, But My Aim is Improving:
Not Your Ordinary Breakup
Survival Guide.”

As a New York City coffee
shop therapist and an expert in
the breakup field, James has
taken a leap by creating an alter-
native breakup manual that
spells out what every girl thinks
about but rarely acts on.

Sure, there have got to be
those few out there who take her
seriously, but James’s revenge-
ful anecdotes are all written in
fun and to promote the achieve-
ment of an ultimate level of self-
esteem.

James quotes Lorena Bobbit’s
response to the book in the
inside cover. 

Said Bobbit, “I’m thrilled to
know there are other women out
there just like me.”

So how’s that for a literal
interpretation?

Among her post-breakup
remedies is the possibility of
taking a new class or even going
back to school to occupy spare
time. And what’s the harm in
taking a simple course in some-
thing like “Ancient Torture
Techniques?” You never know
when you’ll need to use your
new skills on an ex, she says.

And if that’s too much work,
she advises that using some
artistic creativity and painting a
big “You Suck” across his car
can prove to be quite therapeutic
as well.

James also warns women of
the post-breakup stress caused
by the “single police.” Members
of the force typically include
older married women and boss-
es who are hell-bent on marry-
ing single women off.

She offers a lot of sassy
comebacks to those people, such
as, “After seeing your husband,
I’ve decided it’s just not worth
it.”

James places a heavy focus
on the rebuilding and maintain-
ing of self. She urges women to
throw out the idea that life can
somehow be perfect.

“This state of problem-free
living will happen, of course,
when donkeys fly and hot men
know how to cook,” she says.

In the April issue of Maxim
Magazine, James was quoted as
a relationship expert in saying
that, “Denial is a ticket to hell.”
This could definitely be true for
anyone in any situation.
Aside from picking up a new
guy here and there, she urges
single women to “celebrate the
single life.”

Ways to celebrate include
throwing bashes with close sin-
gle girlfriends, dramatically
redecorating the “bachelorette
pad” to accommodate lifestyle
changes or even “accidentally”
drowning the homemade
voodoo doll of the ex.  Oops.

With humor and conviction,
James emphasizes the power of
the ever-present “Goddess of
Retribution.”

So ladies, do whatever it
takes to move on, and enjoy the
single life. And don’t be afraid
to bring your ex’s credit card
with you.

For more information on this
great summer read, visit
www.improveyouraim.com. ❍

Breaking up is hard to do,
now there is help for you

BY BRYAN SICK
STAFF WRITER

They are referred to in many differ-
ent ways — some more offensive
than others. 

Some call them by their political-
ly-correct name: breasts. Others say
boobs. Others still call them any-
thing from biddies to jugs to melons
to coconuts to knockers to, of
course, the t-word.

Whatever you call them, this
time of year seems to be peak sea-
son for women to wear skimpier
clothing, displaying more skin and
cleavage, and for men to take
notice.

“Once it hits 50, people are excit-
ed,” said freshman pre-law and
physics major Yasmin Green. “And
if you wear tank tops, they’re bound
to be presented.”

While there is some debate on
what the cutoff temperature is —
with estimates ranging from 50 to
70 degrees — there is a noticeable
difference from the winter months
in which “you bundle up and don’t
feel quite as sexy,” according to
Green.

“I believe it begins to happen
very quickly once the warm weath-
er hits,” said John Byrnes, a senior
electrical engineer. “The first day of
warmth is when the season opens.”

While Green claims that women
do think about it and make an effort
to make that part of their bodies
more appealing, others believe that
it just naturally happens — when it
gets warmer, you wear less.

“I don’t think [this phenomenon]
happens,” said Student Senate Vice

President Kathleen Kiely. “People
wear more summer clothes and
summer clothes tend to show more
skin. I don’t think boobs have any-
thing to do with it whatsoever.” 

While these summer clothes
leave more skin on display when
temperatures reach the 70s and 80s,
it seems to be enhanced in a town
like Alfred where temperatures can
frequently drop below single-digits
in the winter months.

“I definitely know when it’s
springtime because you know that
some women are a little more front-
heavy than you thought they really
were [when they were bundled up
for winter],” said former Student
Senate President Matthew
Washington.

While Washington agrees that
the phenomenon is definitely
noticeable, he claims that it varies

greatly from person to person in
terms of how much or how little is
on display.

“It’s all a matter of personal pref-
erence,” he said. “It’s all about
comfort level. If a female feels
comfortable, she’ll show off as
much as she’d like, but if she’s not
so comfortable, she won’t.”

Green, however, claims that
there is a direct correlation between
size of the breasts and how much is
displayed.

“The bigger the boobs, the small-
er the top,” she says.

Kaitlyn Morse, a sophomore
biology and chemistry major, actu-
ally views the correlation as being
in the opposite direction.

“It depends on the person,” said
Morse, “because some girls with
smaller boobs may not be as con-
servative as [those with larger
breasts] are because they have to
show them off to make them look
good or something. Girls with big-
ger boobs sometimes are really con-
servative and don’t want to show
them off.”

The reaction women get from
men during the springtime is just as
diverse as the degree to which
women display their breasts during
these months.

Green has received reactions
ranging from basic staring to those
who have actually written, “You
have nice boobs,” on her shirt at a
graffiti party.

“I’ve noticed that, even in the
winter, I’ll get the lookdown where
their eyes go all the way down,”
said Morse. “But if your boobs are
hanging out, you’ll get the stare.”

How the women handle the reac-
tion from men often depends on the
man.

“You’re flattered if you like the
guy,” said Green. “But some guys
are skeevy. They have the
demeanor like, ‘I’m out to get
you.’”

The surprising thing is that even
some gay men take notice and
appreciate what’s on display.

“Of course [I take notice],” said
Shawn Allan, former president of
Spectrum and current graduate stu-
dent at Georgia Tech. “I mean,  you
haven’t seen them for months and
all of a sudden there they are.”

But this actually makes sense
when you consider Washington’s
philosophy.

“Most men have the same
thought process,” said Washington.
“It’s the whole matter of whether
you shout it out or you don’t say
anything. But I guarantee this phe-
nomenon causes men’s heads to
turn.”

According to Byrnes, there are
definitely certain women that cause
heads to turn more so than others.

Byrnes has developed a theory as
to how size correlates with how
nice the breasts are and how likely
the heads are to turn.

“I think it’s a parabolic curve,”
said Byrnes. “Small is OK, really
large is scary, so it’s somewhere in
the middle where the peak niceness
occurs.”

But regardless of size or the cor-
relating niceness, according to
Byrnes, now is definitely the time to
be on the lookout, because, as
Green said, “Boobs rock.” ❍

Springtime displays abound in Alfred

PHOTO BY BRYAN SICK

Yasmin Green is one of many
who notice more revealing
clothing on women as the 
temperatures rise in Alfred.

BY ANNA MCCLAUGHERTY
STAFF WRITER

Alfred University’s Symphony Orchestra performance on April 17 offered a
new way to appreciate the movies, specifically through their musical scores. 

The orchestra treated Alfred to the musical world of the movies, complete
with hot buttered popcorn.

Symphony Orchestra Director, Lisa Lantz wanted the orchestra to be able
to play a lighter, “pops” concert for its annual spring concert, which is tradi-
tionally the major event of the year for the orchestra. 

Lantz thought of doing a cinematic theme because she felt the music is
often “more important than, or as popular as the film.” 

The showing of a quick film kicked off the performance.  In the future,
Lantz says that she may show silent films on a screen while the symphony
plays the accompanying soundtrack. 

Matthew Washington, senior comparative cultures major  served as master
of ceremonies, providing commentary between each piece.

Washington welcomed the audience with a 90 second cartoon- short.
“Bambi meets Godzilla is a touching portrayal of the nuanced dance that

occurs when two apparent opposites meet for the first time, and must learn to
reconcile their radically different perspectives in perhaps the only way possi-
ble,” Washington began.

To the theme of gentle music by Greig, we see Bambi calmly standing in
the grass, sniffing flowers.  Then a large dinosaur-like foot comes smashing
down onto the unsuspecting Bambi.  The end.

The element of the movie that made it so memorable and enjoyable was
the music, and as the performance continued, the symphony proved that
music can truly be the most important part of a film.  

The selections of the night included: My Fair Lady, Themes from 007,
Jurassic Park, Phantom of the Opera and Warsaw Concerto.  The students
knew the music well, and their enjoyment was obvious as they played songs
that many audience members immediately recognized. 

The final piece of the evening was from the 194l film, Dangerous
Moonlight.  The film itself was not very successful, but the musical piece in
the film, titled Warsaw Concerto, was extremely popular. 

In the ‘40s, many people requested soundtracks and sheet music, which
were not nearly as accessible as they are today.  

Guest pianist, David Peter Coppen, played a stirring solo, and the night
ended with a standing ovation from the entire audience.

Lantz says that she hopes to see more students involved next semester.

Everyone is welcome to sign up, she said.
“There will be a full symphony, but we can always use more players,”

said Lantz. 
Rachel Parker, freshman psychology major and violinist, shares Lantz’s

enthusiasm for the performance and the orchestra as a whole. 
“When the orchestra comes together as a group, it’s an amazing feeling.

It’s gripping,” said Parker. ❍

Symphony Orchestra Entertains with Soundtracks

PHOTO BY MELANIE BRAUN

The AU orchestra performs a selection of musical favorites during
the April 17 concert. Matthew Washington, background, served
as the master of ceremonies offering commentary between
pieces.
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folks. This is a play about beards,
and beards they delivered. Not
little puny, fake ones, but careful-
ly constructed full beards. 

Especially commendable were
the conversions of several
actresses into sprightly, full
bearded young men that left any-
one not in the know flabbergast-
ed when confronted with the real-
ity. 

Equally impressive was the
costuming, which left no ques-
tion of authenticity.

The set was a remarkable
undertaking in and of itself that
included a movable village, a

homestead and an ingenious sys-
tem that allowed set pieces to
seemingly float into place. This
system had a few kinks in it, but
a responsive crew kept things
moving.

Although standing ovations
have become commonplace in
theaters these days, the one at the
end of Fiddler was more then the
usual respectful gesture. The
audience leapt to their feet as
though the urge to congratulate
had been building the entire
night. This was an honest thank
you. 

If there was one criticism this
audience had, it was the unfortu-
nately short run of the play. This
was the sort of production they
could have seen over and over
again. ❍

…Fiddler
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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As most of Alfred spent April 24 celebrating and
enjoying the festivities of Hot Dog Day, I was up in
Orchard Park covering the
NFL Draft.

What a year to cover my
first NFL Draft. With all the
pre-Draft hype about Eli
Manning and six potential top
overall picks, nobody knew
what was happening.

Just two weeks ago, Eli
Manning was, without ques-
tion, the most appealing quar-
terback available in the draft.

He was an incredible college quarterback, has all
the tools and has the proven bloodline of success; his
father, Archie was the No. 2 overall pick of the Saints
in 1971 and his brother, Peyton was the top pick of the
Colts in 1998 and reigning league co-MVP.

The Bills, however, should be happy the latest
Manning is playing somewhere other than Buffalo.

Over the week before the Draft, Manning’s stock
had fallen drastically — not because of his play but
because of his attitude.

He has proven to be an arrogant whiner who appar-
ently thinks he is bigger than the Draft.

In the days before the Draft, Manning asked the

Chargers, who held the No. 1 overall pick, not to draft
him and claimed that, if they did, he would hold out

all season or until he was trad-
ed.

The Chargers didn’t
flinch and, at 12:25 Saturday
afternoon, NFL commissioner
Paul Tagliabue came to the
podium and announced, “With
the first pick in the 2004 Draft,
the San Diego Chargers select
Eli Manning,” immediately
drawing boos and jeers from
the fans.

Manning stepped on stage and held a Chargers jer-
sey for the photographers, while refusing to put the
Chargers cap on, as is customary.

While ESPN’s Chris Berman said that it was a
classy move to pose with the jersey, it probably would
have been better if he just stayed in his seat. It would
have been classy to go up, put the hat on, shake hands
and actually look pleased to be the No. 1 pick in the
NFL Draft but pouting with a jersey and hat in your
hands does not exactly demonstrate a whole lot of
class.

Fortunately for the Chargers, they were able to
dump the immature Manning and pick up the quarter-

back they wanted all along, along with a third round
pick and a first and fifth round pick in next year’s draft
from the Giants.

The Chargers now have a franchise quarterback,
Philip Rivers, who was selected with the No. 4 overall
pick, to go along with Pro Bowl running back
LaDainian Tomlinson, plus two potentially high first
round picks in next year’s draft.

While the Bills pick at quarterback has been a lot
less popular because of his perceived arrogant and
cocky attitude, Tulane’s J.P. Losman seems to have
the mental makeup to be a successful NFL quarter-
back, at least more so than Manning.

“Any team that wants me to play for them, I would
have played,” said Losman. “It’s kind of like some-
thing just works out for some reason and, for some
strange reason or some great reason, Buffalo called
upon me. Who am I to say I’m not going to go? Who
am I to dictate? This is a draft, not a free agency.”

As a credit to Losman, he obviously doesn’t care
where he’s playing as long as he’s playing. And if his
college career is any indication, he will bring great
leadership  and athletic skills to the field.

According to “2nd Wind” in the Aug. 4, 2003,
ESPN Magazine, the UCLA transfer wasn’t exactly
well-liked by his teammates initially for the same rea-
sons most everybody else isn’t a big fan of him — his

perceived cockiness and arrogance.
His exceptional work ethic and dedication to the

team quickly turned that perception around.
In April 2003, Tulane considered dropping the

school’s football program due to financial losses and
the fact that the school is a mid-major in college foot-
ball, a perennial BCS outsider.

With the coming season contractually locked in,
but the future seasons in doubt, head coach Chris
Scelfo had no plans of pressuring his players to con-
tinue with the team had the board of trustees voted for
elimination.

Losman, however, had different ideas.
“I’ve been bleeding with these guys, crying with

them, sweating with them for the past four years,” he
told his coach. “I don’t want to play for Miami or
USC (which were among several schools knocking on
the door with the uncertain situation at Tulane). I
don’t know those guys. These are my guys.”

That was all it took to convince Scelfo. He told
Losman that, if the call came, he would make the
announcement and turn the locker room over to his
quarterback.

The Bills should be ecstatic that they were able to
come up with Losman on Saturday and not somebody
who’s going to pout and threaten to hold out when he
doesn’t get his way. ❍

Losman a positive addition to Buffalo Bills

BY ALEX RASKIN
SPORTS EDITOR

What’s the best way to celebrate
Patriot’s Day? While it helps to be
from Maine or Massachusetts, the
only two states that recognize the
holiday, the best way is to run your
heart out in the Boston Marathon.
That’s exactly what 2002 AU
graduate and current Office of
Admissions Engineering and
Science Recruitment Specialist,
Andy Corman, did by finishing
215th in the marathon.

While finishing 215th may not
sound like the most impressive run
ever, one must consider that
Corman was going up against
some of the best runners in the
world. Corman’s performance is
even more impressive when con-
sidering that he’s not a marathon
guy. While running at Alfred he
focused mainly on the 3K and the
5K, in fact still holding the record
for the 5K. Corman qualified for

the marathon by finishing the
Rochester Ontario Shore
Marathon in less than three hours.

“It was a lot hotter than
Rochester,” explained
Corman. “The Rochester race was
a small race with only about 250
people, but it was completely flat.
The hills in Boston by themselves
really would not be that difficult.
The fact that you do not get to
them until after 17 miles is what
really makes them difficult.” 

Corman wasn’t the only one
feeling uncomfortable with the
heat. Never in the 108 year history
of the marathon has the tempera-
ture been 87 degrees. This year,
however, over 3,000 runners did
not cross the finish line, mostly
due tothe heat.

If the heat wasn’t enough,
Corman was part of a mix-up
before the race. A few hundred
runners, including Corman, found
themselves without a ride to the
starting line as the race

approached. Eventually, buses
arrived and got everyone there just
ahead of the starting time. The
problem was that the affected run-
ners missed out on the chance to
get sunscreen, water and breakfast.

“I drank a lot in the beginning
stages of the race because it was so
hot and made sure I ran through all
the sprinklers,” said Corman. “It
was not the most pleasant of expe-
riences. A marathon is a long way
to be in discomfort.”

Even with all of these disadvan-
tages, Corman persevered. He
overcame dehydration three miles
into the race to finish under three
hours with a time of 2:55:40. That
time was the 173rd best by an
American, and the tenth best of
someone from the state of New
York. It was truly a Patriot’s Day
to remember.

“Boston does a wonderful job
with this race,” added Corman. “I
had an absolutely wonderful expe-
rience and want to go back again.
I had some great friends come
with me to the race. My dad was
also able to go, which meant a lot.
Friends back here in Alfred were
also able to keep track of me dur-
ing the race as well. … It was an
absolutely wonderful experience.” 

Corman’s accomplishment has
brought the praise of the Alfred
community.

“It’s such a strenuous undertak-
ing,” explained Athletic Director

Jim Moretti. “It’s amazing that
someone could be out of competi-
tion for two years and then finish
in the top ten percent.” Alfred’s
track and cross-country coach,
Andrew Weishaar, who coached
Corman during his senior season,
wasn’t surprised by his success.

“He is very tough,” claimed
Weishaar. “[He has a] good sense
of pace and a decent kick.”

While Corman plans on running
the Lilac Festival 10K in
Rochester in May, he does not
plan to head to New York City in
November. “I run with a team in
Rochester during the fall season,
the Genesee Valley Harriers,”
explained Corman. “Our national
meet is the weekend after NYC,
and while I do not know if I will
make the national team, it would
not be fair to them if I ran NYC
instead of the meet. Some day I
will do NYC, but I enjoy the short-
er races a lot more.” After 26 miles
in 87 degree heat without food or
sunscreen, who could blame him?
Even though the experience chal-
lenging, Corman would recom-
mend the Marathon to anyone who
has the chance.

“If you qualify or have the
chance, you have to do it.”
Andrew Corman will be back in
Boston next Patriot’s Day to
improve upon his amazing perfor-
mance. ❍

AU  alumnus finishes 215th in Boston marathon

BY ALEX RASKIN
SPORTS EDITOR

I am sick of seeing Los Angeles
Lakers power forward Karl
Malone going postal on everyone,
while still getting every ticky-tack
foul called in his favor. Yes, some-
day he may be the NBA’s all-time
leading scorer but “Elbows”
Malone certainly won’t get there
with manners.

Malone is just dirty. He undercut
Bostjan Nachbar while Nachbar
was in the air in game five of the
Lakers first round victory over the
Rockets. Instead of setting a pick
in the 1997 playoffs against
Houston, Malone picked up Clyde
Drexler and carried him so John
Stockton could hit the series win-
ning three-pointer. 

Then there was the time in Utah
when Malone, “the Mailman,”
dished out several stitches to
Lewis Lloyd after Lloyd grabbed a
rebound. Once again the refs whis-
tle fell silent. Malone has taken his
abuse of other players and acting to
new levels during his 19 seasons;
and these were only his transgres-
sions against the Rockets.

It is no secret that the Mailman
is physical. Looking at the two
sequoias he has for arms will tell
you that. What’s amazing is that he
complains the most about bad offi-
ciating. “He gets frustrated
because every time he gets
bumped, he thinks he gets fouled.
They’re really not fouls, but he
gets them in the regular season. If
the refs don’t give him flop fouls, I
can play him.’’ (Charles Barkley,
as quoted by: Associated Press,
5/21/97).

Once again, Barkley hits it right
on the head. So why is it that
Malone commands so much
respect when he’s dirtier than the
men’s room at G.J’s?
The NBA is different from most
leagues when it comes to officiat-
ing. Jordan got calls. Bird got calls.
Magic got calls. They all got calls
because no ref wants to be embar-
rassed by a megastar. However,
you have to agree a line must be
drawn somewhere. 

Rasheed Wallace and Ron Artest
have horrible relationships with
the refs, but neither player resorts
to nearly as much acting or illegal
contact as Malone. We should have
known Malone was a thug before
he came into this league. 

In December of 1984, Malone’s
final season at Louisiana Tech, the
Mailman delivered an elbow to
Rice center Dave Ramer. Ramer
was forced to have reconstructive
surgery after Malone’s arm broke
Ramer’s cheekbone. Ramer’s
career was over, but Malone him-
self was just getting started.

Malone gave Isiah Thomas an
injury in 1991 that needed 40
stitches, not to mention some plas-
tic surgery. A misguided knee
broke one of Donyell Marshall’s
ribs in 1998. 

Later in 1998, Malone knocked
David Robinson unconscious with
an elbow, two-and-a-half minutes
into the game. The next year
Malones’ antics sent Pheonix cen-
ter Joe Klein seeking plastic
surgery for his broken nose. None
of these tactics compare to
Malone’s greatest weapon, referred
to as the “Kick Jumper.” If you’re
the lucky recipient it means
Malone just kicked you in an
intensely personal area while
shooting over you. Shawn Bradley
once received a technical foul
when he was kicked in the groin by
Malone. If kicking someone in the
groin and getting them a technical
foul isn’t respect from the refs,
then I don’t know what is.

My point is this. Malone coming
to the Lakers was supposed to be
his grand finale in this game. He is
expected to win a championship
and possibly break Abdul-Jabbar’s
scoring record by the time he’s
done in L.A. If Malone is such a
great player, how come his entire
career is tarnished with this behav-
ior? If the Lakers do win the cham-
pionship as expected, are we to
celebrate this as a perfect ending to
a long illustrious career? 

In my opinion, Malone should
go down as a thug with a ton of
points, not the greatest power for-
ward of all-time. ❍

It’s true what they
say about mailmen

Need an extra
$36,000.00 a year?

Vending route for sale.
50 high traffic 

locations. Cost $5000 
1-800-568-1392 or

www.vendingthatworks.com
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SICK

THE BUZZ
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More than a Drug Store

Alfred 
Pharmacy

Photo Processing: Color • B&W • Slides

Dry Cleaning • Laundry Service • UPS

Greeting Cards and Gift Wrap never more 

than $1.99 • And of course Prescription Refills

Open M-F 9 am-5:30 pm 607-587-9222

$1.00 off UPS shipping with this coupon

Tennis ends season 6 – 6

PHOTO BY MELANIE BRAUN

Coach Brian Friedland, right, instructs the tennis team during practice before the Empire Eight Championships April 24-25. The
Saxons lost to Hartwick and RIT and beat Elmira to finish with a 1-2 record in the conference tournament.  On April 29. the team
shut out Fredonia 9-0 and finished the season 6-6 overall.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT 

2004-2005

FOR MORE
INFORMATION

WWW.ALFREDRENTAL.COM

OR CALL 607-266-8921

PHOTO BY AARON MARGULIS

Katie Haarman, no. 4, competes in the women’s
lacrosse game versus Fredonia on April 12.
Haarman scored two goals. The team finshished 2-
4 in the Empire 8 and 3-10 overall. 



10th Annual

OUTSTANDING NEW
ORGANIZATION

A.U.-N.I.T.E.D
Dumbledore’s Army
221 Industries
Al’s Poets
Group Capoeira
Hip Hop Dance Troupe

BEST RADIO SHOW

Maki Naro & Jen McClure’s The
Electric Show: Quatro Edition
Jes Pyle’s JP’s Theme Show
Mike Hansen’s Midnight in a
Perfect World
Julie Herman & Kelain McGrath’s
2 Chix and Some Vinyl
Miles Neilson’s Seal of Rassilon
Mark Longolucco & Jax
Deluca’s Corporate Screws

ACHIEVEMENT BY A
FIAT LUX STAFF

MEMBER 

Tim Inthirakoth, features editor
Jim Krysiak, managing editor
Aaron Margulis, news editor
Heather Muckley, production
manager
Abby Tripp, staff writer
Miranda Vagg, staff writer

OUTSTANDING
STUDENT

ORGANIZATION
WEBSITE 

Gamer’s Guild
WALF
Fiat Lux
InterVarsity

MALE ACTOR IN A
COMEDY SERIES 

Jeff Olin: Pirate Theater
Fred Nicotra: Pirate Theater

Colin Kelley: Pirate Theater
Kyle Wengren: FNL
Brett Amey: FNL
Matt Washington: FNL

FEMALE ACTOR IN A
COMEDY SERIES 

Amanda Bartman: Pirate Theater
Courtney Vetter: Pirate Theater
Beth Harris: Pirate Theater
Laurie Fairbanks: FNL
Jen McClure: FNL
Sandra Davaux: FNL

MALE IN A
PERFORMING ARTS

PRODUCTION 

Jeremy Carey: Stories To Be Told
Shaminda Amarakoon: The
Inspector General
Noah Morgan: Deliciously
Disparate: An Evening of Dance
Theodore Knox: Deliciously
Disparate: An Evening of Dance
Shaminda Amarakoon: Fiddler
on the Roof
Simon Reid: Fiddler on the Roof

FEMALE IN A
PERFORMING ARTS

PRODUCTION 

Kathryn Shroeder: Deliciously
Disparate: An Evening of Dance
Vanessa Stipkovits: The
Inspector General
Mercedes Albrecht: Deliciously
Disparate: An Evening of Dance
Hannah Patterson: The Inspector
General
Monika Papiewska: Fiddler on the
Roof
Julia Shapiro: Fiddler on the Roof

OUTSTANDING DESIGN
IN A PERFORMING

ARTS PRODUCTION 

Lacey Holmes / Make-up: Stories

to be Told
Elizabeth (Betsy) van Deusen /
Make-up: Fiddler on the Roof
Julia Shapiro / Costumes: The
Inspector General
Elizabeth (Betsy) van Deusen /
Make-up: The Inspector
General

STUDENT
ENTERTAINER(S) OF

THE YEAR 

Alfred Steppas
Middle Eastern Dance Org.
Hip Hop Dance Troupe
The Noteables
Obscure Azure
After Midnight

OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTION TO

CAMPUS WELLNESS 

Rescue Squad
SHAC
Alfred Men 2004
Courageous Conversations
Peer Educators

OUTSTANDING
ACADEMIC

CONTRIBUTION TO
CAMPUS LIFE

Engineering Week
Astronomy Club Mars Viewing
The Firing Squad Launches
H/EOP Leadership Conference
Careers in the Common Good

OUTSTANDING
COMMUNITY SERVICE

PROGRAM 

Habitat for Humanity Spring
Break Blitz Build
Alfred Men 2004 Domestic
Violence Awareness
AIDS Charity Basketball
fundraising efforts (Umoja)

Hot Dog Day Carnival fundraising
efforts
Dance-a-thon fundraising efforts
(Poder Latino)
APO American Lung Society
fundraising efforts
SVCA Community Trick-A-Treat
Hillel and APO’s Swipe-A-
Neighbor Lunch

OUTSTANDING
CAMPUS SPIRIT BY AN

INDIVIDUAL

Matt Washington
Kerry White
Beth Greenwood
Bert Ngin
Maurice Myrie
Lateefah Miller
Marie Candelora

OUTSTANDING
CAMPUS SPIRIT BY AN

ORGANIZATION 

Pep Band
Orientation Guides
Senate Exec Board
R.A. Staff
A.U.-N.I.T.E.D
AU Tour Guides 

OUTSTANDING
ATHLETIC TEAM 

Men’s Soccer
Men’s Swimming & Diving

OUTSTANDING
STUDENT ATHLETE 

Alicia Ballard (AU Tennis)
Jesse Raynor (AU Football)
Sara Thompson (AU Swimming
& Diving)
Dylan Macro (Men’s Lacrosse)
Michael Cook (Track & Field
/Cross Country)

Matt Weems (Swimming)

OUTSTANDING STAFF
CONTRIBUTION TO

CAMPUS LIFE 

Kevin Berry (advising Ski Club)
Mark McFadden (teaching
Leadership Class)
Dave Snyder (advising Habitat for
Humanity)
Dean Kiefer (general contribu-
tions to student life)

OUTSTANDING
FACULTY

CONTRIBUTION TO
CAMPUS LIFE 

Anita Saunders (Umoja/Shades
advisor)
Larry Griel (Hillel advisor)
Joe Rosiczkowski (Pine Hill
Derby Coordinator)
Arianna Huberman (Poder Latino
Advisor / Global Awareness
Rountable Coordinator)
Otto Muller (Folk Dancing
Coordinator)

OUTSTANDING
PROMOTION OF AN

EVENT

Alfred Men 2004
Black Eyed Peas / Cee-Lo
Richard Allen Farmer
Friday Night Live V-Day Show
Arabian Nights

OUTSTANDING
STUDENT-DIRECTED

PRODUCTION 

Bonnie Ye: Alfred to Asia
Ryan Spruck: This Property is
Condemned
Vanessa Stipkovits: A Night with
Oscar or the Importance of Being
Wilde

Lacey Holmes: The Valentine
Fairy
Asia Pina: Raices
Mercedes Albrecht: “Untitled”
Deliciously Disparate: An
Evening of Dance
Lindsay Gilbert: The Vagina
Monologues
Jeremy Carey: It’s Only a Test
Christopher Quinn: Where are we
Going and Who is Driving This
Handbasket?
Noah Morgan / Zach Wickham:
“Starving Hillbillies Shoot Deer,
Find Pirate”, Deliciously
Disparate: An Evening of Dance

OUTSTANDING
PRODUCTION OF A
VISITING ARTIST

Simple Plan
Black Eyed Peas / Cee-Lo
Stephen Lynch
Billy Nayer Show
Kid Koala
Richard Allen Farmer

BEST RETURNING
CAMPUS-WIDE EVENT

AIDS Charity Basketball
Hot Dog Day Carnival
CSA Fashion Show
Glam Slam
Dance-a-thon (Poder Latino)

BEST NEW CAMPUS-
WIDE EVENT

Alfred Men 2004
Courageous Conversations
Bachelor Auction (Shades)
Arabian Nights
Al’s Poets Poetry Slam
Basketball Jump-Off

An Alfie is Forever
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