
THE FIAT LUX Alfred University
Volume 102 Issue # 10
March 31, 2008 

Yvonne “The Egg Lady” Squadrilli 
may be leaving her job in Powell’s din-

ing hall, but she won’t be forgotten.

Features on page 6

Staff writer Samuel Urann kicks off 
his investigative series into the 

watering holes of Alfred, starting with 
a look into the bars’ happy hour deals.

Features on page 6-7

Fiat Lux Sports Editor Jon 
Wordingham explains one quirky 
hair-related tradition of the AU 
men’s swim team. 
Sports on back page

Continued on page 9...
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Continued on page 4...

Dan Napolitano, AU’s director of student activities, chatting with senior art 
and design major Alexis Grabowski, who is the co-president and large act 
chairperson for the Student Activities Board.
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BY JASMINE REESE
NEWS EDITOR

It looks like Alfred Uni-
versity won’t be offering 
students a big-name concert 
during Hot Dog Day, April 
26.

That’s because of last 
minute cancellations and 
scheduling confl icts, accord-
ing to Dan Napolitano, AU’s 
director of student activities. 

“Alfred’s big concert 
is like playing the stock 
market,” Napolitano said.  
“Last year, we booked Gym 
Class Heroes cheap, and it 
exploded.  Unfortunately, this 
has been a turbulent year for 
the stock market.”

AU and Alfred State Col-
lege co-sponsor the Hot Dog 
Day weekend, a popular 
event within the Alfred com-
munity.  

In the past, AU’s Student 
Activities Board (SAB) 
managed to contract popular 
recording artists for Hot Dog 
Day such as Alanis Moris-
sette, Barenaked Ladies, 
Smashmouth, Maroon 5, 
Vanessa Carlton and the 
Black Eyed Peas.

According to Napolitano, 
SAB spent most of fall 2007 
contacting prospective bands, 
such as OK Go and Boys 
Like Girls.  SAB also waited 
for the musician Feist to pro-
vide an answer for possible 

After a big-name band pullout, some 
Hot Dog Day money could go unused

BY SILAS ALBRECHT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

They gave a lot to AU, and now 
they’re getting some recognition.

Seniors Conrado Bowen, a 
Spanish major, and Grace Stew-
art, a fi ne arts student concentrat-
ing in ceramics, recently won the 
Marlin Miller Outstanding Senior 
awards.  

The award, bearing the name 
of ’54 AU alumnus and current 
trustee Marlin Miller, honors one 
male and one female senior who 
have “contributed most to the life 
of the University overall and have 
built uncompromised reputations” 
in scholarship, extra-curricular 
activities and personal character, 
according to nomination forms. 

After a panel of faculty and 
staff whittled down the group of 
nominated students to a smaller 
number and then interviewed 
them March 19, it informed 
Bowen and Stewart March 20 
that they were chosen as the two 
students who best met the award’s 
requirements. Bowen and Stewart 
will each receive $5,000, will be 
acknowledged at honors convoca-
tion and will speak at commence-
ment.

Stewart said she believes her 
work-study job at the Women’s 
Leadership Center played a large 
part in the panel’s decision to 
choose her.

“I ended up being very involved 
(at the WLC) and then it turned to 
being an internship,” Stewart said. 

“I have been incredibly involved 
on campus because of that experi-
ence, which was kind of a side 
avenue.

“It wasn’t really anything I 
was focused on. It wasn’t like a 
women’s issues minor or some-
thing, but because of that random 
opportunity I began writing their 
newsletter and doing all of their 
programs and speaking for them 
at a lot of events,” Stewart added. 
“I think that’s what really opened 
up my opportunities to do more 
on campus.”

Bowen, who recently became 
a contributing writer for The Fiat 
Lux, also felt his extra-curricular 
contributions to AU were the 
biggest factor in the decision to 
grant him the award. He stated he 

From left, Grace Stewart, a fi ne arts student concentrating on ce-
ramics, and Conrado Bowen, a Spanish major, talk about Stewart’s 
summer-time trip to Ghana. The two students won this year’s 
Marlin Miller Outstanding Senior awards.
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BY SAMUEL URANN
STAFF WRITER

Over 100 members of the 
Alfred University community 
gathered with tents and uplifting 
spirits to be a part of the 12-hour 
Relay for Life March 28 in the 
gymnasium of McLane Fitness 
Center.

As part of the event, teams 
gathered over $16,400 in dona-
tions to fi ght cancer and build 
awareness about the disease.

Relay for Life (www.relayfor-
life.com) is an organization that 
attempts to raise funds, as well 
as awareness about cancer and 

cancer-related issues. The orga-
nization, a part of the American 
Cancer Society, hosts relay events 
in which contributors gather into 
teams to celebrate cancer survi-
vorship and raise money by walk-
ing, as well as running, laps.  

The Alfred chapter showed up 
in full force to fi ght cancer.

The walk commenced at 7 p.m., 
March 28, and fi nished 12 hours 
later at 7 a.m. the following morn-
ing.  At least one member of each 
team walked at all hours, while 
others ate, slept and enjoyed per-
formers at the event.  

The gymnasium was fi lled with 
teams adorning matching T-shirts 

to represent their individual 
groups.  The theme of the night 
was popular childhood television 
shows, and the clothing and team 
names refl ected this, as well as 
the attitudes of those in atten-
dance.  One team, for example, 
had chosen “Captain Planet” as its 
television show. 

The center of the gym held the 
many teams, and their tents, ready 
for the long night of fun ahead.  
Surrounding this center of activity 
stood a long line of luminary bags 
constructed by countless bags 
and glow sticks, forming a large 
rectangle around the interior of 
the gym. 

A podium with a disc jockey 
stationed at it was located at one 
end of the gym to keep the teams 
energetic and upbeat, though this 
was not the only form of amuse-
ment. There were many clubs and 
groups that aided in entertainment 
for the teams, such as the Alfred 
Steppas, the Hip Hop Dance 
Troupe, the Acafellas, Paint Deaf 
Man, Alfred Swing and others. 

AU French and glass engineer-
ing senior Stephanie Morris, who 
was the event’s activities and 
entertainment coordinator, said 
she thought “the event was a suc-
cess.” 

The countless energetic contrib-

Relay for Life raises money and awareness

Target budget set 
at $8 million for the 
facility.

BY SAMUEL URANN & 
THOMAS FLEMING
STAFF WRITER & 
COPY EDITOR

At the Student Senate meeting 
March 19, AU President Charles 
Edmondson spoke to AU students 
about the continuing struggle over 
the deconstruction of Davis Gym 
and the possible construction of 
a new student 
facility that 
will replace it.

Edmondson 
said a target 
budget of $8 
million has 
been set for 
the new struc-
ture.

“This is am-
bitious but we 
have so many 
worthy causes 
that one dollar 
for this is one 
dollar being 
taken away from something else,” 
Edmondson said. 

The hope for this project is to 
break ground by early October.

Davis Gym is slated for demoli-

Edmondson 
lays out 
Davis Gym 
replacement 
plan at Student 
Senate

Bowen and Stewart: ‘Outstanding’ seniors
Continued on page 9...

Edmondson
      Online 
extra: Watch 
video of the 
speech at 
thefi atlux.com
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Roving 
Reporter: 
What do you 
think should 
be done with 
the money 
left over from 
Hot Dog Day?

The Fiat welcomes your opinion. Anyone may write a letter to the edi-
tor. Submissions must include name, address, phone number and class 

year (for students). Letters to the editor should be limited to 250 words; 
guest columns should be limited to 700 words. The Fiat Lux reserves 

the right to edit all letters for space, clarity, brevity and fair play. E-mail 
your thoughts to fi atlux@alfred.edu. Submissions should follow the 

rules of fair play (i.e. get the facts straight).

Editorial Policy: The Fiat Lux welcomes feed-
back from its readers. Letters to the editor will 
be subject to editing for space and content pur-
poses. The Fiat Lux reserves the right not to 
print any letter. Letters must be accompanied by 
name, address and telephone number. E-mail: 
fi atlux@alfred.edu or mail letters to: Fiat Lux, 
attn: Editor, Powell Campus Center, Alfred, N.Y. 
14802.

 The Fiat Lux supports the perpetuation of a 
broad and liberal education conducive to free 
speech. Only unsigned editorials refl ect the 
opinions of this newspaper. All other editorials 
refl ect the author’s opinion.
 The Fiat Lux is printed by Adnet Direct and 
is typeset by the production staff. It is funded in 
part by Student Senate.  The Fiat can be reached 
at (607) 871-2192.
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“I think we should have 
small amusement park rides.”

Gustavo Galván
Sophomore, Art and Design

“I wouldn’t mind if they put it 
back into student organiza-
tions.”

Kohl Comtess
Sophomore, Art and Design 

“Save it to add on to a bigger 
act next year.”

Francisco Alegria
Senior, Comparative Cultures

“We should have a really good 
roller and ice skating rink, 
since it’s always 
winter here.”

Alex Hoang
Sophomore, Art and Design

BY JASMINE REESE
NEWS EDITOR

“I think we should have 

Editorial...

Hot Dog Day dilemma: 
Oh money, where art thou 
going to go?

“Save it to add on to a bigger 

Cut the fat
My name is Phil Feichtner, and I am a student senator.
This can be embarrassing to some people on this campus. The 

Student Senate has had the stigma of being a useless organization 
for as long as I’ve been here, and probably much longer. While 
most people just ignore it, there are several who have tried to fi x 
the Student Senate and make it more effective. As of yet, there has 
been no success. But that will not stop me from giving my recom-
mendation on how to solve the Student Senate’s woes.

In my humble opinion, the main problem with the Student Sen-
ate is the very senators themselves: the senators who do not want 
to be senators. The body can only be as effective as its members. 
The majority of our members are there against their will; they 
want budgets for their clubs, and the only way to get that budget 
is to go to Student Senate. As a result of this duress, the Studnet 
Senate fl oor has developed an overall disposition between total 
carelessness and outright hostility. This has lead to a breakdown in 
constructive work. 

Given a sense of complacency, most senators simply vote for 
whatever comes up, sometimes not even listening to what the 
motion entails or any of the discussion about it. They are only 
interested in getting the meeting over with so they can leave. Thus 
any motion put to the fl oor will most certainly be approved. Some 
senators, recognizing this, may seek to end discussion on a matter 
that doesn’t suit their interests. All it takes is a motion to end dis-
cussion and its passing, and the Student Senate has been stopped 
in its tracks. They have effectively exercised their will without 
repercussions by abusing the fl oor’s lack of interest. I know this 
can be done, because I myself have used it several times and have 
seen others do it, too. 

The best way to fi x this problem is a suggestion that I have 
heard several people discuss outside of meetings. However, this 
suggestion has never been proposed in the chamber itself. To cut 
the unproductive fat from Student Senate, we must eliminate the 
attendance requirement. In fact, severing the whole budget process 
from Student Senate entirely and forming a separate entity may 
be the best route to take. The people who no longer want to go 
to Student Senate will no longer be forced to go, and the only 
senators left will be the pro-active ones who are there to improve 
the university. Yes, there will be fewer people in the chamber. For 
some weeks it may even be nearly empty. But without the shack-
les of mandatory attendance, the Student Senate will be comprised 
solely of those who want to act in its best interest. From there, the 
Student Senate can once again be signifi cant.

Feel free to reply by e-mailing me at pff1@alfred.edu.

Phil Feichtner

Letter to the editor

On March 17, I found myself 
drenched with sweat, blood, 
adrenaline and glory. No, I 
wasn’t re-cooperating from a 
wild spring break; I 
was a part of the fi rst 
annual Battle Ice.  

With origins 
rooted in backyard 
wrestling, alley gam-
bling and cockfi ght-
ing, senior founders 
Chris Millette and 
Jamie Carestio, with 
a helping hand from 
many others, trans-
formed a dream into a hellacious 
reality. In a rink comprised of 
collected found materials, sup-
plied through REPO (the reus-
able materials depo), four teams, 
divided by senior, junior, sopho-
more and freshmen distinctions, 
fought to score in each others’ 
goals. The intensity was high 
and enhanced by the throbbing 
pulse of Avi Arenfeld, Jackson 
Hoose, Scott Simolo and Greg 
Hofstetter’s pounding drums.

Spectators, such as the draw-
ing class, who sketched the 
raw fury, and members of Tom 
Peterson’s “Artists, Shamans, 
and Cosmologists” class wit-
nessed a “Mad Maxian” world, 
which went beyond a projec-

tion of athletic skill. Battle Ice 
seemed to become a ritualistic 
display, channeling the epic 
gladiator matches of the Roman 

Coliseum.
In juxtaposition, the 

aftermath prompted 
a buzzing dialog that 
implied a sense of com-
munity building and 
collective identity that 
rose from the Battle Ice 
ashes. 

Junior “Bone Storm” 
member Owen Linders 
commented on the 

aftermath. 
“It was a triumph of the col-

lective will,” Linders said. “It 
was also a piquant opportunity 
for art students to rationalize 
some serious testosterone.  
Among the sheer carnage, many 
were able to forget class distinc-
tions, gender expectations and 
limitations of the defi nitions of 
‘art.’” 

As one participant, Zach 
Weinberg phrased it, “Battle Ice 
was better than sex, and worse 
than death.” 

It was certainly a fi lthy heav-
ing bloodbath, yet simultaneous-
ly a heartwarming and glorious 
bloodbath.

$850.
That is the price students pay every year to enhance the Alfred Uni-

versity experience. The money goes towards clubs, events and other 
student services.

Out of all of the on-campus clubs and organizations, the Student 
Activities Board holds the largest chunk of the student-expendable 
portion of that money. The funding for the comedians and bands that 
come to AU comes from the Student Activities Board.

One of the largest expenses the Student Activities Board makes 
is toward a big act coming to campus. Since last year’s Gym Class 
Heroes concert, the big act has been scheduled for Hot Dog Day. The 
idea of a Hot Dog Day concert seemed so natural and worked so suc-
cessfully that many students believe there always has been a big act 
on Hot Dog Day.

The recent cancellation of Broken Social Scene, which had been 
booked for Hot Dog Day, has left AU without a big act for this year, 
not to mention that the cancellation will break the one-year tradition 
of high-production Hot Dog Day entertainment. 

What should the student activities board do with the unused 
money?

We, at The Fiat Lux, hope the money will be used to benefi t all 
current students, including those graduating, since they too have 
contributed to the big-act fund.

Rolling over the money might be a good idea and, if it is used 
to bring a larger act next year, it would benefi t most of this year’s 
students who helped supply that money. We ask, however, what about 
the seniors who won’t see their fi nancial contributions used for their 
last Hot Dog Day?

The money needs to be used, but it should not just be wasted on a 
few activities, which may only satisfy a few members of the AU com-
munity. As great as events like BMX shows sound to some students, 
these events may not reach as wide an audience as a large-act band.

Some ideas discussed in The Fiat Lux offi ce have been funding a 
drive-in movie festival or a mass American Gladiator game, Alfred 
style. Another possibility was free cannolis… the good kind.

The Fiat Lux feels that whatever decision SAB makes, the funds 
should be put to use this year so that the entire student body that 
contributed the money will see its application.

Battle Ice: 
A ‘hellacious’ good time

BY KODI TIDD
CONTRIBUTING 
WRITER
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BY JESSICA 
BARNTHOUSE
FEATURES EDITOR

Mottainai: Japanese for ‘What a waste!’

Living in the tiny village of 
Alfred, it can sometimes be easy 
to forget that many people in the 
world are not as privileged as we.  
Studying abroad, I was shocked 
time and 
again to 
witness the 
poverty, 
disease and 
genocide 
happening 
right before 
my eyes.  
What was 
even more 
shocking was that the country I 
visited is actually a first-world 
country: Australia.  Equally ap-
palling, the group of people in 
Australia who are the poorest, 
have the highest disease rate and 
have had acts of genocide com-
mitted against them for the past 
200 years are Australia’s original 
owners: the Australian Aborigi-
nes.

Let’s look at the history.  
Captain James Cook arrived in 
Australia in 1770, claiming the 
country for Great Britain.  The 
first penal colony settlement was 
established in 1788, and by 1901 
Australia was recognized by Great 
Britain as its own Commonwealth 
and remains the same today.  
Throughout all of this, treaties 
were signed between the white 
Australian local governments and 
the British crown with no regard 
whatsoever for the indigenous 
peoples.  In fact, when Cook first 
landed in Australia he completely 
ignored the Aborigines and wrote 
back to the Queen of England that 
Australia was “Terra Nullius,” or 
uninhabited land.  Even today, 
out of all the 76 Commonwealth 
countries that the British Empire 
eventually acquired (including 
the United States, even though it 
technically never reached Com-

monwealth status due to the War 
of Independence), Australia still 
remains the 
one country 
that has never 
signed a single 
treaty with the 
native people.  
And the results 
of this have 
been tragic.

Much like 
with the Native 
Americans, 
white settlers 
have continu-
ously pushed 
Australia’s Ab-
originals from 
their lands for 
over 200 years.  
Not only has 
this contribut-
ed to the level 
of poverty that 
Aboriginals 
have experi-
enced (how 
can you be 
expected to 
buy back your 
own land?), but it has also created 
a whole slew of complications in 
gaining access to those lands now.  

In 1993, the Australian Parlia-
ment passed the Native Title Act, 
an act that was intended to pro-
vide the illusion that the Austra-
lian government was attempting 
to give back any land to Ab-
originals who filled out the right 
paperwork.  Sounds great, right?  
Well, I printed off an application 
for claiming native title and page 
seven of it requires that the native 
title “claimant” provide evidence 
to prove that the indigenous 
people living on the land in ques-
tion still have “traditional laws 
and customs” and that “the native 
title claim group has continued to 
hold the native title in accordance 

with those traditional laws and 
customs.”  So basically, if the 

indigenous group attempting to 
claim native title has changed any 
of its customs or laws since 1788, 
they can’t have access to their 
land.  In the United States in 1788 
people still got around by horse 
and buggy, and women weren’t 
allowed to vote.  Needless to 
say Australian Aboriginal laws 
and customs have also changed 
over the past two centuries, thus 
causing fewer than ten native 
title cases to have actually been 
accepted.

Part of the reason why Austra-
lian Aboriginals no longer live 
on their traditional land is also 
because many of them were actu-
ally taken from their families as 
young children and forced to live 
with white families.  This act of 

cultural genocide started in Aus-
tralia in the 1930s and continued 

until the early 1970s with the 
idea that enough white influence 
would cause the Aboriginal to be 
bred out of Australia entirely.  The 
recentness of this astonishes me.  
According to the National Ab-
original and Torres Strait Islander 
Survey (NATSIS) in 2002, 38 
percent of indigenous respondents 
aged 15 or older reported that 
they had “either been removed 
themselves and/or had relatives 
who, as a child, had been re-
moved from their natural family.”

  While living in Australia, I 
had the opportunity to befriend 
one such individual.  He was 
adopted into a white Seventh-
Day Baptist family when he 
was a baby.  Now he’s 39 and 
still struggling with finding his 
blood relations because very few 
records were kept by any govern-
ment agencies of his adoption.  
This is not an uncommon story in 
Australia!  Several pages of Ab-
original newspaper publications 
are devoted solely to members of 
what is now known as “the Stolen 
Generations” who are trying to 
find their lost relatives. 

Due to such ill treatment and 
disregard for basic human rights, 
the Australian Aboriginals are 
continuing to suffer today.  Here 
are some statistics to consider: ac-
cording to the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS), as of 2001 
Aboriginal laborers made only 56 
percent of what non-indigenous 
laborers made.  Only 38 percent 
of Australian Aboriginals finish 
grade 12, compared to 76.3 per-
cent of non-indigenous Austra-
lians.  Australian Aboriginals are 
15 times more likely to land in 
prison than non-indigenous Aus-
tralians.  Indigenous women are 
10.1 times more likely than non-
indigenous women to suffer from 
diabetes.  The life expectation of 
Aboriginal males is estimated to 
be 59.4 years, compared to 76.6 
years for non-Indigenous males.  
Not only is this a difference of 
17.2 years, but 59.4 years is two 
years younger than my dad!  Add 

to this the fact that a recent Cana-
dian study found that the quality 
of life for Australia’s Aborigines 
is ranked as the second worst on 
the planet, compared to the rest 
of Australia’s population which 
ranked as the fourth best, and it 
becomes imminently clear that 
something needs to be done. 

But is anything being done?  
On Sept. 13, 2007, Australia 
refused to sign the United Na-
tions Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People—a declaration 
which would reaffirm that native 
people are allowed to have all hu-
man rights recognized in interna-
tional law without discrimination.  
Taking the above health and well-
ness statistics into consideration, 
how can the Australian govern-
ment continue to turn a blind eye 
to the deterioration of Australia’s 
original owners?  Despite this, I 
haven’t given up hope yet.  

Last Feb. 13, Australia’s newly 
elected Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd offered a first-ever official 
apology to the members of the 
Stolen Generations.  In his apol-
ogy, Rudd stated, “The time has 
now come for the nation to turn 
a new page in Australia’s history 
by righting the wrongs of the past 
and so moving forward with con-
fidence to the future.”  Rudd then 
went on to say, “We apologize for 
the laws and policies of succes-
sive parliaments and governments 
that have inflicted profound grief, 
suffering and loss on these our 
fellow Australians.”

While I certainly view this as 
a huge step toward reform in the 
treatment of Australia’s Ab-
originals, I truly hope that Rudd’s 
actions will speak louder than his 
words.  Now that Rudd has owned 
up to what Australia has done 
over the past 200 years, maybe 
it’s time to include the Aborigi-
nals in Parliamentary decisions.  
Or, better yet, draw up a treaty.  
Once Australia’s Aboriginals 
are not only taken into consider-
ation, but actually involved in the 
governing and legislation of their 
country, perhaps the quality of life 
for Australia’s original owners 
will begin to improve substan-
tially.  Otherwise, Rudd’s apology 
will have been in vain.     

Note: This Friday, April 4, at 
3:30 p.m. and Sunday, April 6, at 
8 p.m. in Nevins Theater AU se-
nior communications studies and 
English major Jessica Barnthouse, 
the author of this article, will be 
showing a short documentary 
she filmed in Australia about a 
36-year-old protest site demand-
ing Aboriginal sovereignty.  Free 
snacks will be supplied, along 
with an optional question-answer 
session following the film.  A peti-
tion to Australia’s Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd to create a treaty and 
hold true to his apology will also 
be available to be signed.   

Speaking up for human rights in Australia

Darren Bloomfield, a victim of Australia’s Stolen Generations, standing behind a sign he 
made at the Aboriginal Tent Embassy in Canberra, Australia.
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BY AYAKA JOSE
STAFF WRITER

Mottainai is a concept that 
should be used to help solve 
environmental problems. It’s a 
Japanese word, literally meaning 
“what a waste,” which is based on 
the Buddhist philoso-
phy that every resource 
should be treated with 
respect and never 
wasted.

According to the 
official Mottainai 
campaign Web site, 
the philosophy also 
supports the modern 
saving-the-environment 
4R concept: reduce, reuse, recycle 
and respect the earth.

People like my grandmother 
use this term quite often in Japan. 
When I used to waste food as a 
child, she would always say to 
me, with disappointment in her 
voice, “Mottainai! Eat all the food 
on your plate.” 

Now this avoiding-waste phi-
losophy is getting popular outside 
of Japan. Wangari Maathai, a 
former vice president of Kenya’s 
main governmental environment 
agency, is widely credited for 
establishing a “MOTTAINAI” 

movement worldwide. Maathai, 
an environmentalist who received 
a Nobel Peace Prize in 2004 for 
her environmental work, started 
promoting Mottainai after being 

introduced to it during a 
visit to Japan. Accord-
ing to her Web site, she 
could not wait to spread 
this beautiful idea to the 
world. 

Ironically, although 
the Japanese are proud 
of the philosophy, Japan 
itself is the second largest 
producer of garbage after 

the United States, according to the 
Japanese Environment Ministry. 

To tell you the truth, I always 
hated whenever my grandmother 
criticized me for wasting food 
and other items, such as paper 
and water. Such comments made 
me feel like my family was really 
poor, which it was not. 

My grandmother, for example, 
would not let me buy new fancy 
notebooks before I used all the 
paper in my old ones, which made 
me crazy.

But now as an adult I finally re-
alize how wise and earth-friendly 

my grandmother was. Now I often 
find myself uttering “MOTTAI-
NAI.” 

I am still far from being a per-
fect environmentalist. But I wish 
I were brave enough to tell my 
new American friends “mottai-
nai.” Like in Japan, I see so much 
waste in America. But I’m afraid 
to tell others in fear I’ll sound 
like my grandma scolding a little 
child.

So dear readers, please consider 
how much we all waste in our 
daily lives — lives filled with 
mottainai.

Why don’t we use reusable 
plates? Paper ones are mottainai. 
Why don’t we turn off the lights 
in empty rooms? Keeping them 
on is mottainai. Why don’t we 
recycle? Throwing recyclables 
away is mottainai.

So let’s all say “mottainai!” 
and, once and for all, truly start 
taking the first small steps toward 
saving our environment!
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An ALANA postcard showing last year’s reunion group.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY JEREMY JUHASZ
STAFF WRITER

ALANA expects a new focus 
and a larger turnout for its April 
11-13 alumni reunion weekend. 

“Last time we had events for 
the alums,” Director of Student 
Activities and ALANA coordina-
tor Dan Napolitano said. “This 
time we’re having events that 
are popular events for 
students.”

ALANA, an acronym 
for “Asians, Latinos, Af-
ricans and Native Ameri-
cans,” hosts a reunion 
every three years as an 
opportunity for former 
and current students to 
visit with each other. 
According to Napolitano, 
what makes this reunion 
successful is that alumni 
get to evaluate, in general, 
the progress minorities 
have made in higher 
education.

Napolitano says that it’s 
exciting to see the energy 
between current students 
and alumni. He projects that 
alumni attendance will exceed 
2005’s alumni reunion attendance. 
To this date, 35 have committed 
to attend this April, as opposed 
to the 34 total participants three 
years ago.

The weekend officially kicks 
off on April 11, with a welcome 
back reception in the Fasano Wel-
come Center at 8 p.m. A Drawn 
to Diversity breakfast open to the 
public in Susan Howell Hall at 10 
a.m. will commence the festivi-
ties. Following the breakfast, a 
networking reception sponsored 
by the Career Development Cen-
ter will take place at 1 p.m. and a 
formal dinner and keynote speech 
will begin at 4 p.m. in the Knight 
Club. In the evening, a Raices 
performance in Holmes Audito-

rium will commence at 8 p.m. and 
an after party in Susan Howell 
Hall at midnight will conclude the 
busy Saturday. All students and 
community members, regardless 
of affiliation with ALANA, are 
encouraged to attend Saturday’s 
events. The cost is $10 for current 
students to attend the formal din-
ner and $25 for alumni. 

One event coming back to this 

year’s reunion is Raices. Perhaps 
the most popular event of the 
weekend, Raices is a production 
mainly, but not limited to, Lati-
nos. The performance includes 
skits and popular cultural dances 
such as the flamenco, salsa and 
tango.

A new component to the 
weekend features the Drawn 
to Diversity breakfast in Susan 
Howell Hall. Branching from the 
“D2D” lecture course, instructed 
by Napolitano, current students 
will unveil posters to Wegmans 
food markets and the community. 
Ideally, the presentation hopes to 
persuade Hornell Wegmans’ man-
agement that the class projects, 
highlighting diverse characters on 
brand-named products, should be 
displayed in the grocery aisles. 

The unveiling’s main purpose is 
to educate the public about how 
fictional and diverse characters 
are portrayed in the media.

“We’re depicting the diverse-
ness of the products in supermar-
ket aisles, such as Aunt Jemima 
pancakes and SueBee honey,” 
Drawn to Diversity student Zach-
ary Smith said. “We’re depicting 
diversity in different forms of 

media.”
Ultimately, this weekend will 

boil down to friendships and a 
family atmosphere. The reunion’s 
coordinator, Jessica Cabrera, said 
that the weekend activities cel-
ebrate ALANA’s coalition effort 
to diversity, one that will bring 
memories for alumni and students 
alike.

“Students will use this reunion 
as an opportunity to network and 
catch up with friends,” Cabrera 
said. “ALANA is a big family, 
and alumni, students, faculty, staff 
and the community are looking 
forward to reuniting and creating 
new extensions of this family.”

ALANA reunion set for 
second weekend in April

No Child Left Behind sucks. 
Blah. Blah. Blah. We teachers 
hear it all the time. But exactly 
why does it suck? More impor-
tantly, what are we going to do 
about it? Well, I’m going 
to tell you. 

I’ve spent four years 
studying education and 
psychology and have a 
lot of experience working 
with children, especially 
since finishing my stu-
dent teaching. You want 
to know the basic flaw of 
No Child Left Behind? 
Standardized testing. What 
exactly are we trying to measure? 
Teacher accountability, of course.   

It didn’t start out this way. 
But, before we knew it -tada!- it 
became teacher testing. It is just 
that teachers aren’t taking the 
tests, students are.  To test teacher 
productivity we make upward of 
95 percent of all students suffer 
through an anxiety-provoking 
test. 

It is assumed that teachers must 
not be doing their jobs, so we 
need to test the students to find 
out. It is true; some teachers don’t 
do an adequate job. But basically, 
we are trying to establish an ac-
countability system for schools. 

After being exposed to the 
inner-workings of school boards 
and superintendents when my 
dad was on the school board, I’ve 
seen how schools are structured.  

I’m not totally opposed to 
standardized tests. It’s just that 
all students learn differently. So 
why do we expect all students to 
perform the same during testing? 
In fact, why do we treat all school 
districts the same? 

We’ve learned in special educa-
tion to develop individualized 
plans for each student. No one 
plan fits all. Why not use the 
same philosophy for schools? 

Punishment is not an effective 
way to get results. So why simply 
take funding away to punish 
schools when they don’t test up to 
standards? Why not treat school 
districts like we teach children 
with special needs? Develop indi-
vidualized plans and give support 

to help get school districts going 
again. In other words, TEACH.

This is why No Child Left Be-
hind is failing. The intent behind 
it is positive. But in practice, 

poor schools are 
becoming poorer 
and rich schools are 
becoming richer. 
Funding shouldn’t 
be a punishment or a 
reward. Schools that 
don’t meet require-
ments need help. Not 
punishment. 

Right now the fate 
of No Child Left 

Behind is still being decided. 
The president continues to push 
forward. Congress is stalling. 
It seems to me they are waiting 
until the upcoming presidential 
elections are complete.  

Standardized test results have 
improved through No Child Left 
Behind. This is why the president 
keeps pushing. But, No Child 
Left Behind is not working. 
High test scores do not mean that 
students have learned more. This 
increase in scores has come with 
a cost. This policy forces teach-
ers to teach to the test. Creativity 
is limited. And students are not 
learning as much.    

Ironically, the president has 
recently vowed to veto the educa-
tion-spending bill, passed by 
Congress. This bill would give 
additional funding to not only 
a wide variety of educational 
programs, but to No Child Left 
Behind as well. If the president 
believes so strongly in this policy, 
why didn’t he support a bill to 
give it greater funding?  

Our school system needs help. 
But standardized testing and ac-
countability under No Child Left 
Behind is not the way. How can 
you help? One way is to write 
to Alfred Representative Randy 
Kuhl. That may sound corny, but 
one letter can have an impact. 
Children in schools with poor test 
results should not lose funding 
under No Child Left Behind. Be-
cause, isn’t the point that no child 
should ever be left behind? 

BY LAURA FINDLAY
CONTRIBUTING
WRITER

No Child Left Behind?

tion spring 2009, and will be 
replaced by a museum of ceramic 
art.  New York State has ear-
marked the museum since about 
1992-93, according to Edmond-

son.
An earmark is a designation 

of funds “for a specific use or 
owner,” according to the Mer-
riam-Webster Dictionary.

In the beginning of Edmond-
son’s talk, he laid out how the 
fitness concerns of the students 
had been a topic of discussion at 
the annual winter meeting in New 
York City. He noted that when the 
McLane Center was built in the 
1950s there were only four varsity 
sports teams employing the gym. 
Now AU has around 24 teams.  
Sports teams and clubs struggle 
for space in the McLane Center 
and Davis Gym.

The Student Senate passed a 
resolution Feb. 13 calling for “the 
need for Davis Gym until another 
recreational building is built and 
open for student use.”

Edmondson said that the 
trustees have been attempting to 
improve the university fitness 
center situation since the 1990s, 
when they thought a new building 
would cost $48 million.

Edmondson laid out the current 
plan for acquiring a new building 
for the general student popula-

tion. The building itself will be 
approximately 50,000 square feet. 
The “developing of a basic de-
sign” is still in the works and “we 
(the administration and trustees) 
are 95 percent sure that we will 
site this facility at the north end of 
McLane,” Edmondson said.

The tentative location will be 
between the current gym and the 
tennis courts, where parking is 
currently located. Students also 
were assured that the administra-
tion should not have to destroy 
the tennis courts, and, if the courts 
need to be removed, that the 
costs would not come out of the 
student budget for the tennis court 
replacements. 

This new structure will be 
conceptually designed with a 
multi-purpose track, where orga-
nizations such as jazz and dance 
can meet, as well as having some 
area for weights. The key in this 
design is a focus on the needs 
of clubs, and the general student 

population. 
 “We want to rush on this proj-

ect,” Edmondson said.
Students can expect to see plan-

ning for the new facility to begin 
as early as May.

“The board has required me to 
have a proposal ready for their 
consideration by May,” Edmond-
son said in a March 27 interview 
with The Fiat Lux.

To help create this proposal, 
a committee of select members 
of the student body headed by 
Vice President of Student Affairs 
Kathy Woughter will make deci-
sions as to what features the new 
facility should have, according 
to Student Senate President Nate 
Kisselburgh.

The administration, along with 
President Edmondson, appear to 
be pushing forward with this proj-
ect, while at all times maintaining 
a focus on a purpose of pleasing 
the general student body of AU.

Edmondson ... continued from front page.



March 31, 2008 The Fiat Lux   5 NEWS

Frank Warren, the artist behind “Post Secret,” speaking about 
the secrets people send him and his book “A Lifetime of Secrets.”
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BY JILL BALZANO
MANAGING EDITOR

Five years and billions of 
dollars later, the expenses 
incurred due to the Iraq War 
are important to recognize and 
keep track of, especially for 
the younger generation in the 
U.S., according to Judith V. 
Reppy, a professor of science 
and technology from Cornell 
University who spoke in Nev-
ins Theater March 17.

The speech, titled “Counting 
the Costs of the Iraq War,” was 
the 2008 Alfred University Phi 
Beta Kappa Fellows Lecture-
ship. The Phi Beta Kappa 
Society Alpha Gamma of New 
York Chapter sponsored the 
lecture.

Reppy discussed the signifi-
cance of counting the numbers, 
including monetary and human 
costs for the United States. 

In particular, she stressed to 
students in the audience that 
they should keep a record of 
such costs since they will be 
the ones paying for the Iraq 
War for many years to come.

She presented the numbers 
that are available to the public 
and the numbers lost in trans-
lation.

“What you don’t count 
becomes invisible,” Reppy 
said in her talk. She explained 
how counting and not count-
ing could be (and is) used as a 
strong form of social control.

Reppy showed various lists 
of numbers, starting with the 
lives lost in the war, compar-
ing numbers of killed U.S. and 
Iraqi soldiers. 

At the time of Reppy’s 
lecture, the number of U.S. 
soldiers killed in Iraq was 
3,988, while the estimated 
number of Iraqi deaths ranged 
from 80,000 to 1.2 million. On 
March 23, less than one week 
after Reppy’s talk, the total 
number of U.S. military per-
sonnel killed in Iraq reached 
4,000, according to BBC.

During her talk, Reppy 
sought to reveal statistics that 
many do not know exist, such 
as the number of injuries, ter-
rorist attacks and refugees over 
the past five years in relation 
to the war. 

When speaking of injuries 
and deaths resulting from non-
hostile situations on the base, 
for example, Reppy stated 
it was “a number the U.S. 
government would like to say 
doesn’t count.” The govern-
ment dismisses such figures 
because they want to “valorize 
the wounded in action” by 
only counting those who die 
on the battlefield, according to 
Reppy.

Reppy then discussed the 
problems that arise because 
the U.S. does not keep exact 
count, only making estimates. 
The disagreement between 
sources about data proves how 

varied the numbers can be. 
The decisions sources make in 
presenting their numbers “pro-
duce a reality that is powerful 
politically.”

“The real numbers are what 
we want them to be,” Reppy 
explained.  

Reppy showed some of the 
budgetary costs of the Iraq 
War, including an estimated 
$159 billion spent in 2008. 

She explained how difficult 
it is to know the exact ex-
penses, but the Congressional 
Budget Office estimates that 
war costs totals $1.1 to $1.6 
trillion. However, “people 
really don’t know how the 
money is being spent,” Reppy 
said.

In the conclusion of her talk, 
Reppy discussed the non-
quantifiable costs of the war, 
including the “loss of U.S. 
influence in other arenas.” She 
explained how the war has 
damaged the United States’ 
standing around the world and 
has caused instability in the 
Middle East.

Reppy urged the audience 
to “be careful not to ignore 
categories that resist quantifi-
cation” when addressing the 
costs of the Iraq War.

Summing up her feelings 
and the whole lecture, Reppy 
ended on a simple note: “the 
Iraq war is a disaster.”

Phi Beta Kappa speaker reveals 
the costs of the Iraq War

BY QUINN WONDERLING
A&E EDITOR

Tonight at 5:30 p.m., award-win-
ning theater and opera director Casey 
Stangl will deliver AU’s annual 
Women’s Studies Riley Lecture in 
the Knight Club. Her talk, entitled 
“The Good, the Bad, and the Pretty: 
A Woman Director in American The-
atre,” is free and open to the public. 
All students and faculty are encour-
aged to check out what this accom-
plished lady has to say.

Stangl co-founded the Eye of the 
Storm Theatre in Minneapolis and 
served a twelve-year tenure as Artis-
tic Director. Both Lavender Magazine 
and City Pages’ “Best of the Twin 
Cities” named her Best Director of 
2003, and she was the Star Tribune’s 
2004 Artist of the Year. 

She has directed plays all over the 
country, from Crispin Whittell’s Dar-
win in Malibu at The Falcon Theater 
in Burbank, CA to Beth Gilleland’s 
Whistling Girls and Crowing Hens at 
HERE in New York. 

Besides directing countless plays, 
Stangl has recently done some work 
in television. She shadowed Peter 
Horton on “Grey’s Anatomy,” Gail 

Mancuso on “Scrubs,” Alan Ball on 
“Six Feet Under” and Will Mack-
enzie on “Reba.” As if that doesn’t 
show enough versatility, Stangl has 
also directed multiple operas, includ-
ing “Rigoletto” and “Norma” for 
the Minnesota Opera Company, and 
served as assistant director for Frank 
Corsaro’s production of “The Mar-
riage of Figaro” at the Juilliard Opera 
Center.

More recently, Stangl was cho-
sen to participate in American Film 
Institute’s 2007 Directing Workshop 
for Women, a selective program 
designed “to provide talented women 
who have established themselves 
within film, television or theatre with 
the opportunity to direct a narrative 
project.” So, Stangl will begin direct-
ing “From Here,” a romantic comedy, 
in June. Among her other upcoming 
productions are Wendy Wasserstein’s 
“Third” for the Guthrie Theatre and 
“La Boheme” for the Music Acad-
emy of the West in Santa Barbara. 
With such experience, this year’s 
Riley Lecture will surely be worth 
attending. For more background 
information on Casey Stangl or the 
Riley Lecture itself, e-mail Dr. Robyn 
Goodman at fgoodman@alfred.edu.

A preview of tonight’s 
Riley Lecture

BY KATE COHEN
STAFF WRITER

Who would have thought four 
years ago that the idea to post 
lines of anonymous personal se-
crets at an art exhibit would lead 
to a man gaining a reputation as 
being the “secret” guru?

Who could have imagined this 
would lead him into a contract 
to work with the band The All-
American Rejects on their hit 
music video “Dirty Little Secret,” 
a deal with Harper Collins, a 
renowned publishing company? 

Frank Warren certainly didn’t.  
Warren, the author of “Post 

Secret”, captivated a full audience 
of AU students and faculty on 
March 18 in Holmes Auditorium.  

His speech discussed the road 
that led to the “Post Secret” 
phenomena, what he has learned 
and what he continues to discover 
about complete strangers through 
the postcards they send him con-
taining their deepest emotions.

“Picasso said we are all born 
artists,” Warren, who had no pre-
vious art background, proclaimed. 
He views “Post Secret” as an in-
novative art form where courage 
is the main medium. He feels the 
idea of “Post Secret” has become 
much greater than people just 

sending him secrets; it is a way 
that the world can find similarities 
among such a diverse population. 
It is a way for people to put their 
secrets into perspective because, 
more often than not, a person’s 
secret is a mere commonality 
among the human race. 

Warren shared his favorite se-
crets with Alfred. Some displayed 
how people can lighten the seri-
ousness of controversial issues. 

“I used to work with uptight re-
ligious people and smiled because 
I would wear no panties,” stated 
one such secret Warren shared.  

Some secrets dealt with the 
harsh realities of humanity: 
“Every time I work up the nerve 
to swallow pills, someone does 
something to make me want to 
live, and I’ve never said ‘thank 
you’ for saving my life. People 
have no idea how far kindness can 
go. I’m living proof.” 

Some secrets blatantly stated 
the truth about confronting a se-
cret: “I know how to fix my life; I 
just choose not to.”

With enthusiastic applause, 
most in the audience received and 
understood Warren’s message. 

“I think that the idea of “Post 
Secret” is just fantastic,” Anne 
Sheehy, a junior sociology and 
criminal justice major, said.  “It 

can be a relief to read a secret 
that someone has written that is 
similar to your own.” 

On our college campus, we all 
have secrets.  Some more serious 
than others, but almost everyone 
on the AU campus has a secret 
that they deal with everyday. 
Warren spoke the truth, telling 
the audience to show kindness to 
people. 

“People have no idea how far 
kindness can go,” one of Warren’s 
favorite secret submissions states.    

No one knows the magnitude 
a problem may hold in another 
person’s life, which is why kind-
ness must be practiced at every 
opportunity, Warren explained.

Some students were surprised 
when Warren invited them to 
share their own secrets. 

“When people from Alfred got 
up to tell secrets it really shocked 
me…the inner problems the 
student body is dealing with,” 
freshman art and education major 
Vreni Gust said. “I definitely 
will try and be more supportive 
to people when they are having 
down days.” 

After the speech, The Fiat Lux 
asked Warren what he felt about 
AU’s atmosphere.  He said was 
pleased he had the opportunity 
to speak to such an intellectual 

student body and felt that AU was 
very welcoming. 

“Usually, when I speak to 
smaller audiences, people are not 
as willing to put themselves out 
there and share secrets,” Warren 
said. “This definitely shows the 
strength and unity of the student 

body.” 
If you missed the “Post Secret” 

speech, you can find Warren’s 
books at the AU Bookstore or you 
can check out the “Post Secret” 
Web site for daily updated secrets 
at: http://postsecret.blogspot.com/

“Post Secret” captivates AU audience
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BY SAMUEL URANN
STAFF WRITER

The village of Alfred has a selection of 
drinking locations for those of legal age to 
relax and enjoy a beverage after a long week 
of classes, but which is the best at which to 
spend your money? Where’s the best selec-
tion? Where’s the best price? Where’s the 
best scene? What’s the overall best bar? 

Well, hopefully The Fiat Lux can aid you 

when making these vast life-changing deci-
sions. The three key competing bars in Alfred 
are Alex’s, Gentlemen Jim’s and Café Za 
and will first be compared for which has the 
greatest happy hour special to keep both you 
and your wallet economically sound. 

The first of the three bars being examined 
is Café Za. Located on Church St off of 
Alfred Main St., Café Za is the white house 
with a front and side porch, a the neon sign 
in the left window and usually an unmistak-

able yellow sandwich sign out 
front. Za’s bar is open Tueday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 4 
p.m. until close and 
Fridays from 3 p.m. 
until close. There is a 
sign at Za’s bar read-
ing “continual happy 
hour specials,” such 
as Pabst Blue Ribbon 
on draft for $1.50.   

The traditional 
happy hour deal 
policy is only enacted 
on Fridays from 3 
to 7 p.m. This is a 
progressive deal 
on the price of well 
drinks with every 
continuing hour until 
7 p.m; from 3-4 p.m. 
the price is $1.95, 

from 4-5 the price is $2.50, from 
6-7 the price stays at $2.50, and 
from 7 p.m. on the price returns to 
its regular rate of $3.00. The owner and head 
chief Eric commented on this progression, 
saying that they were “trying to expand it.” 
The quality of the drinks is exceptional, al-
though for traditional happy hour deals there 
is only the Friday special.

The second bar is Alex’s located right at 

25 N. Main St. The bar itself is to the left 
of Panda Chinese and has a neon sign in its 
left window as well. Alex’s has a simple, 

but standard 
happy hour 
deal of half 
off all drafts 
from the hours 
of 5-9 p.m. 
when they’re 
open. The 
selection for 
these drafts 
is extremely 
large with 
the newly-
installed 
edition to the 
bar: they now 
have 20 beers 
on tap. Alex’s 
maintains a 
wide selection 
of drafts such 
as porters, 
ales, lagers 

and light beers. During Happy hour, Alex’s 
is great for half-off priced pint. 

The third bar is Gentlemen Jim’s, or 
GJ’s, located at 1 Mill St. GJ’s is difficult to 
miss with its entry way protruding towards 
the street, neon signs in the left windows 
(coincidence?), and large sign above the 

door. The happy hour specials of GJ’s are 
clearly defined and just as competitive. The 
hours of operation are from 4-9 p.m. every 
day, and there is always free pool on the main 
table. Well drinks cost $1, top-self drinks cost 
$2, there is a buy 1 get 1 free shot policy, and 
pitchers of any draft are only $4. There is 
also free pizza from Little Sicily’s available 
on Fridays. GJ’s has a fairly wide selection of 
both beer and alcohol, while clearly maintain-

ing the most competitive prices.      
The decision is now up to you, the healthy 

(and legal) consumer. Keep reading for fur-
ther installments in this series of which is the 
best watering hole in Alfred, N.Y. Next week, 
which bar is the best for each night of your 
already hectic academic week?     

Alfred bars: A look at happy hour deals 
A summary of 
happy hour deals
Café Za
(Only on Fridays)
3-4 p.m.: $1.95 well drinks
4-7 p.m.: $2.50 well drinks

Alex’s
(Everyday)
5-9 p.m.: half off all drafts

GJ’s
(Everyday)
4-9 p.m.: $1 well drinks
    $2 top-shelf drinks
    $4 pitchers
    Buy 1 get 1 free shots

PHOTO BY SAMUEL URANNA look at Café Za’s beer-tap offerings

BY JASMINE REESE 
NEWS EDITOR

AU’s Yvonne Squadrilli, also 
known around campus as “The Egg 
Lady,” left her position cooking 
in Powell Campus Center’s dining 
hall March 28, spawning many 
emotional responses from students, 
faculty and staff. 

“I am going to miss her eggs, her 
smile — I am going to miss her,” 
sophomore criminal justice major 
Matt Johnson said.     

Squadrilli took a total of 10 
years of experience cooking on 
AU’s campus with her when she 
left.

Prior to working in the dining 
hall, operated by AVI Dining 
Services, Squadrilli cooked for 
four years for fraternity homes 
at AU, such as Kappa Sigma and 
Lambda Chi Alpha. 

When the fraternities moved, 
Squadrilli began her six-year 
saga as the “Egg Lady” with 
AVI Dining Services, creating 
the “eggs-to-order.” She quickly 
gained popularity due to her 
warm and caring interaction with 
the students.

“I thought it would be fun to 
memorize all the students’ orders,” 
Squadrilli said in regards to her 
personal relationship with each 
student.  “I see every student as an 
individual who is very precious.  
There’s something I see in their 
eyes that makes it easy for me to 
remember orders.”

Even during her final mo-
ments in the Powell Dining Hall, 
Sqaudrilli rushed around prepar-
ing students eggs while laughing 
and talking with them.  A young 
woman came after 10:30 a.m., 

“eggs-to-order” closing time, look-
ing around curiously.  Squadrilli, 
however, always willing to fix 
the last egg for a student, swiftly 
wrapped her apron back around her 
waist and ran to prepare the young 
woman an egg, according to some 
witnesses. 

“I feel that students should get 
the best service that they pay for,” 
Squadrilli said.  “They are the 
customers.  So even if someone 
comes late, if they want an egg, I’ll 
fix it for them because they paid 
for that.”

After numerous months of 
stressful deliberation, Squadrilli 
decided that giving up her posi-
tion with AVI Dining Services and 
going to the cafeteria at St. James 
Mercy Hospital in Hornell “would 
be best” for her.

“It was a very hard decision to 
make, but in the end, I decided 
(working for AVI Dining Services) 
was too physically and financially 
taxing,” Squadrilli explained. Eyes 
tearing up, she placed her hands on 
her face and sighed.

According to Sqaudrilli, despite 
losing the interaction with students 
that only egg preparation could 

give, she will continue to advise 
students, go to all campus events, 
bake cookies for organizations on 
campus that need to raise money 
and host her radio show on WALF 
every Wednesday, 2-3:15 p.m.  

Noting her favorite moments 
in the dining hall, Squadrilli said 
she made many friends, and every 
moment spent advising, talking to, 
and serving students was a joy. 

“I remember a student from 
Maryland,” Squadrilli reflected.  
“He was going to give up (going to 
school).  However, I talked him out 
of that.  I enjoy being able to help 
students in that way.”

Also mentioning her relationship 
with faculty and staff, Squadrilli 
emphasized how supportive they 
have been in her time here, and she 
cherishes all the relationships she 
created with them.

“She’s a surrogate mother to 
students, but I sure will miss my 
mother being up there,” General 
Manager of AVI Dining Services 
Michelle Miller said.  She also is 
Squadrilli’s daughter.

In showing their support, many 
students and faculty stopped by 
during Squadrilli’s last hours on 
Friday to wish her farewell.

“Thank you,” she said in a silent 
voice to ones who said goodbye 
to her.  

Due to snow, Sqaudrilli almost 
could not show up for work on her 
last day.  

When she successfully arrived, 
she ran around taking pictures of 
students and staff for an album she 
plans to display on the second floor 
of the Powell Campus Center.   

“Yvonne’s always moving,” 
senior psychology major Danielle 
Bowie said.  

When Squadrilli paused for a 
second, Bowie squeezed her in a 
long hug and said, “You made my 
four years (at AU) the happiest. I 
will miss you so much.”

Other students also expressed 
their sadness in person and on big 
cards sitting at the front desk.

“I’ll miss how happy she is 
every morning,” freshman art and 
design major Jenna Curan said.  
“She’s really into people.”

Freshman material science 
major Sam Schuman related how 
there is a Facebook group devoted 
solely to Squadrilli.   The name of 
the Facebook group is “Why you 
leaving, Egg Lady?”  It had 94 
members as of Friday.

In the meantime, Squadrilli 
urges students to stay in touch with 
her through her email: pondside1@
earthlink.net.

Regarding Squadrilli’s replace-
ment, Miller warned, “there will 
never be another ‘Egg Lady’.”  
Adam, last name not disclosed, 
will take over, according to Miller.

In a heartfelt letter on the MYAl-
fred homepage, Squadrilli wrote, “I 
shall miss you all very much, and 
hope you will give Adam and Amy 
a chance to work for you.”

In the same letter, she welcomed 
students to remember to “wave” to 
her when they walk by the WALF 
windows on Wednesdays on the 
first floor of Powell.

‘Egg Lady’ no longer

“I see every student 
as an individual who is 
very precious.  There’s 
something I see in 
their eyes that makes it 
easy for me to remem-
ber orders.”

-Squadrilli

PHOTO BY JASMINE REESE
Yvonne “The Egg Lady” Squadrilli chats with a customer in Powell 
Campus Center’s dining hall, asking, “Is it the usual, honey?”  
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Featured artist 
sponsored by Art Union

This week’s featured artist is Britny A. Lee, a sophomore fi ne arts student. Her 
piece above is titled “Luminescence 1.” Of this piece she said, “I am investigating a 
balance between fi ne art sculpture and utility, fi guring out what each means to me 
as an artist. This is the fi rst in a series of investigative sculptures.”

PHOTO PROVIDED

BY KURT PITZER
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

There are bad days, and then 
there are worse days, and then 
there are the days where you 
fi nd out you are a part of an 
unplanned pregnancy 
when you are a teen-
ager.

Director Jason 
Reitman brings this 
nail-biting experience 
to the silver screen 
in the movie “Juno.” 
Written by Diablo 
Cody (a writer with a 
colorful past), the story examines 
the dilemma of pregnancy while 
surviving in the cutthroat world 
of high school.

Juno (not the city) MacGuff 
(Ellen Page) is a regular 16-year-
old girl, fi ghting to keep herself 
socially afl oat at Dancing Elk 
High. Being the enlightened 

and headstrong woman that she 
is, Juno hatches a plan to sleep 
with friend and track star Paulie 
Bleeker (Michael Cera). A hitch 
develops a few weeks later, as 
unheard of amounts of Sunny 
Delight and three pregnancy tests 

attest 
to, and 
she 
fi nds 
herself 
with a 
bundle 
of joy 
on the 
way.

Turning to her friend Leah 
(Olivia Thirlby) for advice, the 
duo frantically work to fi nd a 
way to deal with the soon-to-
be child while keeping Juno’s 
parents Mac (J.K. Simmons) and 
Bren (Allison Janney), teachers 
and pretty much everyone else in 

the dark about the whole affair. 
After a bizarre dip into the option 
of abortion, Juno opts to carry 
the baby to term and offer it up 
for adoption. The two girls settle 
on Mark (Jason Baterman) and 
Vanessa (Jennifer Garner) Loring 
as the least creepy of the Pen-
nySaver ads to be the adoptive 
parents. 

As that nine-month stopwatch 
winds down and Juno comes 
to know the Lorings better, she 
fi nds herself re-evaluating the 
way she looked at life. In her 
words, she deals with “things 
way beyond (her) maturity 
level.”

The script of the fi lm is noth-
ing short of immaculate, even 
if it starts off a little heavy with 
trying to emulate the current 
high school jargon. Otherwise, 
the script balances the perfect 
amount of wit and sarcasm with 

enough depth of emotion to keep 
the fi lm from being too comedic, 
but at the same time, stays away 
from the sickly-sweet sentimen-
tality that a fi lm such as this 
could fall into. 

The cast is nailed down to 
near perfection, employing the 
talents of the incredibly versatile 
Ellen Page, rising star Michael 
Cera, Jennifer Garner and Jason 
Bateman. Each actor and actress 
brings just enough to the stage to 
make the fi lm click. The viewers 
are even treated to the talents of 
Rainn Wilson (more commonly 
known for his role as Dwight 
Schrute from “The Offi ce”) as 
the bizarre character of Rollo, a 
shop-keep making his bumbling 
efforts to be “cool” and “with it.”

The cinematography is top 
notch, employing some impres-
sive visuals that keep the story 
focused on the story of Juno 

herself. More often than not, 
until Juno (either acting as the 
character or the narrator of the 
fi lm) brings up the subject of a 
particular individual, the viewers 
are only presented with snippets 
of the person’s face (nothing 
above the mouth).

Without question, the fi lm 
presents its own unique take on 
the subject of pregnancy and 
abortion. The fi lm’s somewhat 
non-traditional approach dances 
with that half-serious, half-
cavalier attitude, which may raise 
some eyebrows in the more seri-
ous crowd. All the same it retains 
its potency as a fi lm well worth 
seeing. 

And for all those Kimya 
Dawson fans, the soundtrack is 
nothing short of mouth-water-
ingly delicious.

Juno: 
Good city, 
better goddess, 
awesome movie

BY SAMUEL URANN
STAFF WRITER

The village of Alfred has a selection of 
drinking locations for those of legal age to 
relax and enjoy a beverage after a long week 
of classes, but which is the best at which to 
spend your money? Where’s the best selec-
tion? Where’s the best price? Where’s the 
best scene? What’s the overall best bar? 

Well, hopefully The Fiat Lux can aid you 

when making these vast life-changing deci-
sions. The three key competing bars in Alfred 
are Alex’s, Gentlemen Jim’s and Café Za 
and will fi rst be compared for which has the 
greatest happy hour special to keep both you 
and your wallet economically sound. 

The fi rst of the three bars being examined 
is Café Za. Located on Church St off of 
Alfred Main St., Café Za is the white house 
with a front and side porch, a the neon sign 
in the left window and usually an unmistak-

able yellow sandwich sign out 
front. Za’s bar is open Tueday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and 
Saturday from 4 
p.m. until close and 
Fridays from 3 p.m. 
until close. There is a 
sign at Za’s bar read-
ing “continual happy 
hour specials,” such 
as Pabst Blue Ribbon 
on draft for $1.50.   

The traditional 
happy hour deal 
policy is only enacted 
on Fridays from 3 
to 7 p.m. This is a 
progressive deal 
on the price of well 
drinks with every 
continuing hour until 
7 p.m; from 3-4 p.m. 
the price is $1.95, 

from 4-5 the price is $2.50, from 
6-7 the price stays at $2.50, and 
from 7 p.m. on the price returns to 
its regular rate of $3.00. The owner and head 
chief Eric commented on this progression, 
saying that they were “trying to expand it.” 
The quality of the drinks is exceptional, al-
though for traditional happy hour deals there 
is only the Friday special.

The second bar is Alex’s located right at 

25 N. Main St. The bar itself is to the left 
of Panda Chinese and has a neon sign in its 
left window as well. Alex’s has a simple, 

but standard 
happy hour 
deal of half 
off all drafts 
from the hours 
of 5-9 p.m. 
when they’re 
open. The 
selection for 
these drafts 
is extremely 
large with 
the newly-
installed 
edition to the 
bar: they now 
have 20 beers 
on tap. Alex’s 
maintains a 
wide selection 
of drafts such 
as porters, 
ales, lagers 

and light beers. During Happy hour, Alex’s 
is great for half-off priced pint. 

The third bar is Gentlemen Jim’s, or 
GJ’s, located at 1 Mill St. GJ’s is diffi cult to 
miss with its entry way protruding towards 
the street, neon signs in the left windows 
(coincidence?), and large sign above the 

door. The happy hour specials of GJ’s are 
clearly defi ned and just as competitive. The 
hours of operation are from 4-9 p.m. every 
day, and there is always free pool on the main 
table. Well drinks cost $1, top-self drinks cost 
$2, there is a buy 1 get 1 free shot policy, and 
pitchers of any draft are only $4. There is 
also free pizza from Little Sicily’s available 
on Fridays. GJ’s has a fairly wide selection of 
both beer and alcohol, while clearly maintain-

ing the most competitive prices.      
The decision is now up to you, the healthy 

(and legal) consumer. Keep reading for fur-
ther installments in this series of which is the 
best watering hole in Alfred, N.Y. Next week, 
which bar is the best for each night of your 
already hectic academic week?     

Alfred bars: A look at happy hour deals 

(Above) Alex’s bar reduces its draft prices by half during its 5-9 p.m. happy hour 
period.
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PHOTO PROVIDED
Former Lieutenant Gover-
nor of Massachusetts Evelyn 
Murphy letting young women 
know how to break into a well-
paid job during her workshop 
called “Smart Start” March 19 
in the Powell Campus Center’s 
Knight Club.  

NEWS

Alfred State College

S U N Y  C o l l e g e  o f  Te c h n o l o g y

Summer 2008

Hit the ground r u n n i n g ® . . .

alfredstate.edu/summer

Call (607) 587-4015 to register today!

Over 40 credit courses offered!

Special and Internet - 10 weeks 
May 19 – July 25
Internet - 12 weeks
May 19 – August 8
Session A - Internet - 3 weeks 
May 19 – June 6
Session B - Internet - 3 weeks 
July 7 – July 25
Session C - Internet - 5 weeks 
May 19 – June 20
Session D - On Campus - 3 weeks 
May 26 – June 13

Undergraduate Research Forum

Thursday, April 24 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. in room 301 Miller 

Any undergraduate student doing original scholarship or 
creative activity is encouraged to present at this celebration of
independent work.

Abstracts are due Sunday, April 13 by email to 
urf2008@alfred.edu

More information: 
http://my.alfred.edu/index.cfm/fuseaction/students.urf.cfm

BY JASMINE REESE 
NEWS EDITOR
 
Former Lieutenant Governor 

of Massachusetts, Evelyn Mur-
phy, taught young women how to 
bust into employment with fair 
and top salaries in a crash-course 
workshop called “Smart Start” on 
March 19 in the Knight Club.

“I am trying to get women to be 
smart,” Murphy said. “If the guy 
next to you is getting paid more, 
and you both do the same job 
(and) have the same experience, 
then it’s unfair.”

Murphy is the founder and 
president of Wage Project, Inc., 
an organization which seeks to 
wipe out wage discrimination.  A 
Resident Scholar in the women’s 
studies research center at Brandeis 
University, she authored the 2005 
book titled, “Getting Even: Why 
Women Don’t Get Paid like Men 
and What to Do about It.”

Murphy received a bachelor’s 
degree in mathematics and a 
doctorate in economics from Duke 
University; she has a master’s 
in economics from Columbia 
University.

From 1987 to 1991, Murphy 
served as Lieutenant Governor, 
the first woman to hold such a 
position in the history of Massa-
chusetts.  

Fall 2007, Murphy held work-
shops on ten campuses in the 
U.S., receiving good reviews. She 
is currently visiting 30 campuses, 
spreading the word about wage 
discrimination and how to stop it. 

In the introduction of the work-
shop, Murphy advised students 
that benchmarking for a salary is 
not easy, and the techniques dis-
cussed would need to be practiced 
and applied in order to thrive in 
the “working world.”

“This is a workshop,” Murphy 
told audience members, a small 
crowd of young AU women.  “I 
am going to work hard for the 
next couple of hours.  If you put 
all of this to practice tonight, 
you’ll be very successful at 
benchmarking and negotiating a 
salary when you graduate.”

Starting the workshop, Murphy 
first defined the wage gap and 
how it affects women. “Accord-
ing to census data, women earn 
77 cents for every dollar a man 
makes, a loss of 23 cents for every 
dollar made.”  

Murphy told young women in 
the audience to carefully reflect 
on what a 23-cent loss meant for 
women’s salaries over the course 
of their whole working careers.

“If you’re a young woman 
graduating from high school, you 
will lose $700,000 over the course 
of your working life,” Murphy 
said. “If you’re an undergrad, 
you’ll lose $1,2 million.  Or say 
you become a doctor, you’ll lose 
$2 million.”   

How does gender wage gap 
happen?  Illustrating on a white-
board, Murphy showed how a 
woman will start off with a salary 
of $5,000 less than a similiarly 
qualified man. 

“The longer you work, the 
wider the gap gets,” Murphy 
explained. “When deciding on 
raises, bonuses, or promotions, 

the employer is very biased.  If a 
woman is pregnant, the employer 
will say, ‘hold off on a promotion 
because she’ll go part-time.  If a 
man expects a new child—‘well, 
let’s give him a promotion; he’s 
got more mouths to feed!’”

According to Murphy, the 
gender wage gap occurs for 
many reasons, including that a 
lot of women will usually accept 
the “slight difference in pay out 
of desperation” or they “doubt 
their ability, saying he has more 
experience than I do.”  Therefore, 
Murphy warned young women 
about taking the 23 cent gap on 
the dollar lightly.  

“Job salaries are not about you,” 
Murphy said. “It’s about the value 
of the job to the employer. You 
will lose $1 million in the course 
of your careers,” Murphy said.  
“So, this is what I want you to do.  
Whenever you hear that the gen-
der wage gap is 23 cents, I want 
you to stop wherever you are and 
say, ‘I want my million dollars!’”

With audience members laugh-
ing, Murphy reiterated the im-

portance of what she said, having 
the audience yell out, “I want my 
million dollars.”

After asking a few young 
women in the audience what they 
wanted to do when they gradu-
ated, Murphy stressed the gravity 
of not only knowing what career 
you wanted after college, but also 
the specific position.  “That is the 
only way you can benchmark.”  
Murphy defined benchmarking 
as finding a fair salary according 
to one’s qualifications and city in 
which one chooses to live.  She 
urged young women to visit the 
Wage Project, Inc. website in 
order to find appropriate wage and 
benefits.  

At one point in the workshop, 
Murphy delved into just how 
daunting the costs of living can 
be after graduation, listing such 
expenses as rent, food, transpor-
tation, clothing, utilities, recre-
ation, loans and insurance.   She 
calculated a total of $2,500 a 
month for a young woman living 
in Rochester.

“I am not telling you this to 

discourage you,” Murphy said.  
“I tell you this to crank you up 
about what you’re worth, while 
being realistic. It’s okay to ask for 
benefits.”

Pulling the audience into par-
ticipation, Murphy personalized 
the benchmarking and negotiation 
process, using the young women 
in the audience as examples.  Au-
dience members brainstormed and 
scripted interviews and negotia-
tions under Murphy’s guidance.

“Nobody wants to hire a sour-
puss,” Murphy directed, “so be 
positive.  Also be realistic about 
what salary you ask for.”  

Murphy ended the workshop on 
a positive note, telling everyone, 
man and woman, to stand together 
in eradicating wage discrimina-
tion.  She predicted that it would 
take as little as 10 years for 
women to have equal pay if allies 
were gathered.

“When we have financial and 
social equity, we will be a stronger 
country because everyone will be 
working together,” Murphy said.

“Smart Start” workshop a success
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Dr. Heineman, of the Social Sciences Division, is now taking applications for the 
Washington Semester Program for Fall, 2008. 

The Washington Semester Program is sponsored by American University and enables 
students to spend a semester in Washington, D.C., studying public policy in a variety of 
areas.  Students who have participated in the program have used their experience and 
contacts to obtain excellent positions in Washington and elsewhere. 

In addition to taking coursework, students will meet with government officials and 
political leaders in seminar sessions and will participate in an internship of their 
choosing.  In addition to its major focus on American national government, the program 
also has a number of options utilizing non-governmental resources in the Washington
area, including working with interest groups and art and cultural institutions.  Some of 
these are:  journalism, law enforcement, public law, economics, international business, 
international organizations, and women and politics. 

Course credits and grades are fully transferable to the student’s transcript.  Students can 
obtain additional information on the program at www.washingtonsemester.com.  Juniors 
or seniors are eligible to participate, and scholarships are available.  In the past few 
semesters, Brandon Gustafson, Racheal Teall, and Timothy Hulley have attended the 
program.  Those interested should contact Dr. Heineman in room 209 of the Olin 
Building. Applications should be completed by April 10, 2008.

With great fares and schedules – heading 
home for the holiday has never been easier!

Buy on-line at
www.shortlinebus.com

For Tickets and Info
Alfred Travel Center
11 West University St., Alfred, NY 
Misba Mart, Inc/Citgo, Bath, NY 
1-800-631-8405
Sunoco Express
7499 Seneca Rd N., Hornell, NY

2 Daily Round-Trips to NYC & 

1 to Westchester, Queens 
and Long Island

TGIF Rates*
New York City from $55.00

Round Trip from $99.00
Long Island from $54.50

Round Trip from $101.00

* TGIF Fares are available for outbound 
travel on Friday &/or college breaks. Return 
trip must be on the following Sunday, 
Monday or Tuesday for special fares.

Head
Home 
With
Us!

Hot Dog Day ... continued from front page.

wanted to improve Alfred.
“I think that my eagerness to make 

Alfred a better place and a strong com-
munity really had something to do with 
a lot of the things I’ve been involved 
in,” Bowen said. “That, and the fact 
that I hate to be bored, and Alfred can 
be a very, very boring place. So for me 
it was ‘get involved or be bored,’ and I 
chose the former and I got involved.

 “For me, my success here at Alfred 
has really come from my networking 
ability,” Bowen added. “I was able to 
infi ltrate a lot of different communi-
ties. I’ve taken a little something from 
everybody. That’s who I am. That’s 
my philosophy in life: network. Get to 
know whom you can know. Everybody 
can contribute to your future.”

Both Bowen and Stewart also have 
explored and made contributions to the 
world outside of the AU community. 

Last summer Stewart took a trip to 
Africa to help orphaned children.

“I found a volunteer program to go 
to Ghana, which I ended up paying for 
myself,” Stewart said. “I lived in a vil-
lage in Africa for almost 3 months and worked in 
an orphanage. I lived with a family there so I could 
have the experience I wanted and not have to worry 
about credits and give back to the community.”

Bowen, who said the ability to study abroad was 
important to him when he decided to go to col-
lege, spent last semester studying in Cuba. After 
returning, he shared his experiences with the AU 
community by speaking at a Global Awareness 
Roundtable event and writing an in-depth article 
for The Fiat Lux.

Both students plan to continue being outstanding 
after graduating from AU in May. 

Bowen hopes to fi nd work in media and said he 
has applied for a job at TBS, as well as for posi-
tions in print media and radio.

Stewart said she is applying for internships in 
Washington, D.C., such as the American Council 

of the Arts. She stated she plans on investing her 
award money and using it in the future to return to 
Africa where she will possibly continue her work 
at orphanages.

‘Outstanding’ ... continued from front page.

PHOTO BY SILAS ALBRECHT
Senior Spanish major Conrado Bowen stretching before playing 
a heated game of raquetball in McClane Center.

booking, but she did respond in 
a timely manner.  Searching for 
more bands, SAB discovered that 
most of the bands within AU’s 
budget were booked for a famous 
musical festival, “Cochella,” 
which takes place at the same 
time as Hot Dog Day.

Eventually, SAB contacted and 
booked the band Broken Social 
Scene.  

“They accepted and then can-
celed about three weeks later in 
the beginning of March,” senior 
art and design major and Co-Pres-
ident and Large Act Chairperson 
for the SAB Alexis Grabowski 
said. 

Because of the short notice and 
additional delay with the week off 
in March, SAB started to focus 
more on what could be scheduled 
for Hot Dog Day, since a band 
seemed like an unrealistic goal to 
shoot for in such a short period of 

time.
According to Napolitano, the 

tentative schedule and possible 
events seem to be leaning toward 
a spectacle for the eyes: poten-
tial acts include BMX shows, 
break-dancing, catering services 
and fi reworks.  For the ears, there 
might be disc jockeys and a band 
that has visited AU before called 
“Skeleton Breath.” 

“Everything is a big maybe,” 
Grabowski said, emphasizing that 
nothing has been fi nalized as of 
yet. 

Although the SAB is working 
hard to book acts, Napolitano 
commented on the strenuous labor 
and budget it takes to put on a big 
show. 

“For two years, we didn’t really 
have a big act because it’s really 
hard to coordinate those things,” 
Napolitano said. “Also, we didn’t 
have the budget.  We lost a lot of 

money on the Black Eyed Peas.”
Speaking of budgets and ex-

penses, Napolitano said he would 
ask Student Senate if some of 
the extra funds due to the band 
dilemma could be rolled over “for 
an early fall show.”

“It’s okay (to roll over funds) 
because that’s what the money’s 
there for,” sophomore athletic 
training major Ian Kramer said.  

While many students like 
Kramer, who will not graduate 
next year, are okay with the idea 
of leftover fi nances being used 
for next year’s student activities, 
some graduating seniors feel that 
their money should be used this 
year or refunded to them.

“I didn’t know that money 
was taken out of our tuition for 
events,” senior early childhood 
education major Bianca Gonzalez 
said, “so I didn’t really care.  But 
now that I know, I think it is a 

little unfair to have that (the por-
tion of the money contributed by 
seniors) rolled over.  They should 
take that money and do something 
for the seniors.  We won’t be able 
to benefi t from it (if it’s rolled 
over to) next year.”

In the meanwhile, SAB is 
continuing to put the time into 
making Hot Dog Day a hit with 
students, according to Grabowski.

Besides SAB’s intended list of 
events, Hot Dog Day will have 
a “great line up of parades and 
the mud olympics,” Grabowski 
said. And although Boys Like 
Girls will not play in Alfred on 
Hot Dog Day, the group will be 
performing at 8 p.m., April 10, 

at Alfred State College’s Orvis 
Center.

Despite the bad news of a Hot 
Dog Day with no band, Kramer 
expressed enthusiasm and appre-
ciation for SAB. 

“A lot of people I know are an-
gered that we will not have a band 
because they feel it’s the concerts 
that make Hot Dog Day,” Kramer 
said.  “I personally do not mind 
that there will not be a band be-
cause I heard that so many other 
cool events are being pursued to 
happen. So, it’s fi ne with me.”

Relay ... continued from front page.
utors, as well as donors, kept the spirits and attitudes 
of all involved high.    

Relay for Life began more than 20 years ago with 
one man attempting to collect donations for the 
American Cancer Society, and currently, Alfred is 
part of a group of over three million Americans who 
participate nationwide.  The relays are held in more 
than 18 countries worldwide. 

Relay for Life hopes that all those lost to cancer 
will never be forgotten, that those who face cancer 
will be supported and that one day cancer will be 
eliminated forever. 
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BY JILL BALZANO & QUINN WONDERLING
MANAGING EDITOR, A&E EDITOR

“A Rose for Emily,” by William Faulkner
This story is creepy and awesome, with a touch of necrophilia.

“The Yellow Wallpaper,” by Charlotte Perkins Gil-
man
 A story about entrapment and the crazy things it can do to a woman’s 
mind.

“Hills Like White Elephants,” by Ernest Heming-
way
This story’s well-crafted dialogue keeps a lot under the surface, in true 
Hemingway fashion, but is beautiful to read and figure out.

“The Lottery,” by Shirley Jackson
This story describes a sick and barbaric ritual of a small community, 
involving a random lottery and stones.

“The Birth Mark,” by Nathaniel Hawthorne
A perfection-obsessed scientist tests his skills at the cost of his wife. 
Perfection can be deadly.

“Good Country People,” by Flannery O’Connor 
A fake-body-parts-stealing Bible salesman and an easily fooled girl with 
only one leg… enough said… and only a small sample of O’Connor’s 
grotesque character!

“A White Heron,” by Sarah Orne Jewett
A young girl and her love for nature… and a rare bird. 

“The Metamorphosis,” by Franz Kafka
Read this, and you’ll be thankful you’re not a giant cockroach.

“Desiree’s Baby,” by Kate Chopin
This story makes a bold statement about race and has an awesome twist 
ending.

“A Worn Path,” by Eudora Welty
Old Phoenix Jackson bravely treks through the woods of Mississippi to 
get medicine for her ill grandson, who may or may not exist.

Ten short stories 
worth reading

The taste of Mexico comes to the 
streets of Alfred

BY KEN FIIFI AMOAH
STAFF WRITER

*Ola Bello is the area coordinator for 
residence life in Bartlett.

What is your name? What do you do 
at Alfred University?

    
My name is Mr. Ola Bello. I am the Area 

Coordinator for Residential life in Alfred 
University. This is my second semester in 
the school. So far, my stay in the Univer-
sity has been fun.

What do you like about Alfred Univer-
sity?

The campus community environment is 
very accepting to individual differences. 
You don’t have to worry about traffic; you 
cannot beat one traffic light on the main 
street. It is a typical college environment.

How is your family life?
 
I am married to a beautiful woman 

who comes from Nigeria. We have three 
children. I am currently living away from 
my family. They live in Illinois. It has been 
challenging being away from my family 
and the distance lets you appreciate one 
another more; however, they will be joining 
me for the summer in June.

What is your educational background?
  
I came to the United States 25 years ago. 

I did both my undergraduate and gradu-
ate studies at Sangamon State University, 
which is now University of Illinois at 
Springfield. I studied Business Manage-
ment for my first degree and Public Admin-
istration for my graduate degree. 

Where is your 
hometown and 
how different is it 
from Alfred?

My home coun-
try is Nigeria. In 
the United States, 
I’ve lived in Il-
linois for the past 
15 years. Alfred is 
different from both 
places in terms of 
the climate. Grow-
ing up in a tropical 
climate and living 
in a very cold, icy 
and windy climate makes you appreciate 
and enjoy nature more. Compared to Il-
linois, the weather in Alfred is amazing. 

What do you do during your spare 
time?

I enjoy listening to the news on CNN, 
CNBC and FOX. I also enjoy watching 
Nigerian movies, reading books on politics 
and student development.

What are some of the challenges you 
have been through 
in life?

Raising my family 
in a different culture 
has been very difficult 
for me. Integrating the 
Nigerian values and 
the American values 
is very challenging. 
There should be a 
balance between the 
two, and this is what 
I have been trying to 
do. However, the most 
important thing is that 
my children are doing 

well educationally and 
achieving their goals in life. My nine-year-
old son told me recently that he would like 
to go to Syracuse University; you can tell 
that we are doing something right. I never 
thought about a college of my choice at 
that age.  

What are some keys you use to lead a 
successful life?

 
My favorite quotation is “It takes a vil-

lage to raise a kid.” Working as a student 
developer takes collective efforts to achieve 
results and we are continually learning how 
to learn together. I believe people should be 
patient if they want to achieve their dreams 
in life. Change is a gradual process and it 
starts with you and me. We need to slow 
down our frantic pace and pay more atten-
tion to the subtle.

What advice would you give to the 
students of Alfred University?

I would encourage them to have mentors 
and utilize all the resources on campus. 
Students should also have fun while they 
learn and also be the change they want to 
see. One unique thing about Alfred Univer-
sity is that individualized attention is given 
to students. Because of this advantage, I 
encourage students to make use of it.

What are your plans for the future?

I live life one day at a time and try to 
take advantage of the opportunity available 
to me so that I can keep growing personally 
and professionally.

BY NATHAN WEISER
STAFF WRITER

The Town of Alfred is lucky 
to have Sonora’s, an authentic 
Mexican restaurant that opened 
in early March, where one can 
savor the ethnic cuisine 
and escape from monoto-
nous dining hall food.

The owner of Sonora’s, 
Carlos Armenta, has a 
well-established Mexi-
can restaurant in Bath.  
Sonora’s branching out to 
Alfred is a gift for Alfred 
students and the com-
munity at large.  Now 
we have three restaurants 
instead of two, which is 
a benefit.  I for one enjoy 
having variety in the food 
that I eat.  If you do too, 
you should try Sonora’s 
for its welcoming environ-
ment and filling entrees.  

Sonora’s offers tasty 
burritos, such as of the 12” 
variety, which is filling and a 
joy to eat.  This grande burrito 
costs $12.50, so one might want 
to save it for a special occasion.  
Other options at Sonora’s include 
authentic fajitas, vegetarian 
dishes and other delicacies.  

The last time I went to 
Sonora’s, I had the Chipotle 
Burrito, which includes one-half 
pound of marinated chicken 
strips combined with a secret 
sauce, and topped off with a 
zesty cheese sauce with beans 
and pico de gallo on the side.  
During the visit to Sonora’s, my 
meal arrived surprisingly fast, in 
five minutes time.  

The employees are certainly 

helpful and welcoming to the 
people who visit their restaurant.  
I noticed that the waitresses re-
peat and remember a customer’s 
orders, which is always a plus.  
Also, even on a busy Friday 
night, I found the service to be 

quite impressive.  This is because 
nobody really had to wait long 
for their food, and the employees 
were in control.

Armenta does seem somewhat 
skeptical about the amount of 
people that know about Sonora’s 
in the Alfred area.  So hopefully 
the word will be spread to more 
potential customers. 

“I am expecting to get some 
more; I know there are a lot of 
people that don’t know we are 
here,” Armenta said. 

In regard to the building, the 
renovation that transformed the 
space from a vacant area to the 
restaurant it is today was quite 
successful.  Sonora’s looks aes-
thetically pleasing with famous 

Mexican painters’ artwork lining 
the wall.  A restaurant’s presenta-
tion is important for bringing in 
possible clients, and I would say 
that they should be applauded.  
There is also soothing Spanish 
music that patrons can hear while 
enjoying their meals.

However, one drawback to 
this restaurant, located where DP 
Dough once stood, is its rela-
tively high prices.  This can be 
a concern for college students, 
but the quality of the food makes 
the visit worth it, when possible.  
The bottom line is how much 
revenue the restaurant can bring 
in, so Sonora’s is probably trying 
to draw in a substantial amount 
of the year-round populace of Al-
fred.  It does seem like Armenta 
knows what he is doing.

However, the owner of 
Sonora’s commented that he 
was pleasantly shocked by the 
range of people that have come 
in so far.  This indicates that the 
prices haven’t been too much of 
a distraction.  

“I am surprised I have had stu-
dents, teachers, families and all 
kinds of people,” Armenta said.  

Armenta envisions Sonora’s 
staying in Alfred for many years 
to come, and with the tasty food 
and management basis that ex-
ists, it seems likely.  Sonora’s 
offers a multitude of various 
Mexican favorites, a friendly 
staff, speedy service and, on top 
of that, an exciting environment 
to dine in.  

If you’re in the mood for an 
authentic Mexican restaurant 
with these characteristics, why 
not give it a try?

Who is Mr. Ola Bello?

PHOTO PROVIDED
Ola Bello, AU’s area coordinator for 
residence life, at work in his office.
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For further information
Current students must register on-line using BannerWeb. (If you have questions about web registration
please contact the Student Service Center at 607-871-2123.) For information concerning registration
deadlines, tuition, payment and housing, please visit the Summer School website at
www.alfred.edu/summer/school. Summer School Schedule Booklets are available at the Student Service
Center, the Mail Room and the Office of Summer Programs. The Booklet is also accessible on-line at
the Summer School website.

For further information about summer art courses, please contact Beth Woodworth at 607-871-2412,
whritebr@alfred.edu. Questions about all other summer school courses should be directed to the Office
of Summer Programs at 607-871-2612, summerpro@alfred.edu.

• Concentrate on one course without the burden of
a heavy course load

• Complete a full semester course in as little as two
weeks

• Advance your academic standing

• Enjoy the scenic beauty of Alfred during the
warm, sunny summer season

• Get a head start on the fall semester, or lighten
your load in the fall & spring

• Make up a course that you failed during the fall
or spring

• Smaller classes, more individualized attention

• Take graduate courses, or prepare for graduate
study

• Complete a full-year of the language requirement

• Accelerate your degree

Two 6-week sessions are available: (May 19-June 27, June 30-Aug. 8) along with special one, two, three or four-week courses.

Here are some of the best reasons to
register now for AU Summer School:

AlfredUniversity SUMMER SCHOOL

Sign up for ’08AUSummerClasses
Art
Art History
Business
Chemistry
Communications
Counseling
Criminal Justice
Dance

Education
Engineering
English
History
Italian
Japanese
Math
Psychology

Religion
School Psychology
Sociology
Spanish
Special Education
Theater

member had his laptop packed 
and one foot toward the elevator. 
I was warned from other media 
professionals that there are two 
trips after the game that the eleva-
tor delivers to locker room level. 
For obvious reasons, that first 
elevator was coveted. Luckily, 
I made it into that first eleva-
tor, standing next to Buffalo’s 
scratches Patrick Kaleta and Mike 
Ryan. 

Both locker rooms were 

opened, and I decided to enter 
the Rangers locker room first. 
To my surprise, I was one of the 
first media professionals that 
entered New York’s locker room. 
I quickly checked out the room 
and was hesitant to jump into 
a question and answer session 
with Chris Drury, Scott Gomez, 
Brendon Shannon or Jaromir 
Jagr. Fortunately, my sense of 
smell drew me to the center of the 
locker room. There, sheet pizzas, 

donuts, soda and sport beverages 
teased my stomach and awaited 
the Ranger’s roster and coaching 
staff.  I glanced to my left and 
sitting at the first stall was Rang-
ers goaltender Henrik Lundquist. 
Lundqvist made several key 
saves late in regulation and in the 
shoot-out, and he started fielding 
questions from a couple reporters. 
I decided to join the fray.

After this defeat, the Sabres 
locker room was quiet. Beyond 

the Sabres main locker room was 
an adjacent room prohibited from 
reporters to enter. Only defense-
man Nathan Paetsch and Pomin-
ville made themselves available 
for questions in the team’s main 
room. 

I concluded the evening, as did 
the rest of the reporters, by attend-
ing Buffalo’s head Coach Lindy 
Ruff’s post-game press confer-
ence. In about 40 minutes the 
press made its way to the exits. 

Beyond the face-to-face inter-
action with the greatest players in 
the world, this networking experi-
ence allowed me to converse with 
reporters. Although I felt a bit 
intimidated, I still felt inspired to 
jump into interviews. The entire 
journey, from the February e-mail 
to the March game day fueled my 
desire to pursue reporting profes-
sional sports as a profession.  

It’s that time of year again, 
when the entire nation becomes 
consumed with an orange ball 
and the young college students 
who have become 
proficient playing with 
it. The National Col-
legiate Athletic Associa-
tion tournament is now 
well underway, and this 
year’s edition seems to 
be even more exciting 
than any of the others. 

While powerhouses 
such as the University of 
North Carolina (UNC), Kansas 
University and University of 
California Los Angles (UCLA) 
are making their usual noise, we 
also are being treated by mid-
major programs such as Xavier, 
Davidson and Western Kentucky, 
making it to our current round 
of 16. 

This year’s tournament has 

been nothing short of exciting so 
far, highlighted by the upset vic-
tories of University of San Diego 
over college basketball power 

University of Con-
necticut in round one, 
Sienna over highly 
ranked Vanderbilt in 
the first round and 
Davidson over number 
two seed Georgetown 
in the second round. 

The tournament 
hasn’t all been just 
team efforts. There 

have been some fantastic 
individual performances by 
great players. Sophomore 
Stephen Curry of Davidson had 
over 70 points in his first two 
match-ups against Gonzaga and 
Georgetown respectively, and 
UNC’s junior Tyler Hansbrough 
(National Player of the Year) has 
been extremely dominant while 

not having to be. Hansbrough 
finds himself in a comfortable 
position as a major contribu-
tor on a loaded roster between 
sophomores Ty Lawson, Danny 
Green and Wayne Ellington. This 
may explain how UNC was able 
to blowout a pretty good team in 
Arkansas 108-77 in the second 
round of play. 

With the tournament well un-
derway, teams will have kicked it 
up another notch and more plays 
and players may have caught 
America’s attention. Just for that, 
I believe that you should keep an 
eye on these unheralded players, 
barring that these teams are com-
peting: Danny Green of UNC, 
Russell Westbrook of UCLA, 
Stanley Burrell of Xavier and 
Damion James of Texas. Having 
said that, I wish those teams luck 
and hope your brackets remain 
unharmed.

A look at March Madness ’08

BY JACK MURRAY 
STAFF WRITER

Rafters ... continued from back page.

about working a full time job. 
Now you might be saying to 

yourself, what in the world is 
wrong with swimmers in Alfred, 
and what does this have anything 
to do with their hair. 

For four years I’ve been a part 
of a team that believes in one 
thing and one thing alone: itself. 
My teammates and I put ourselves 
through those countless hours of 
practice so that our bodies and 
more importantly our minds are 
prepared for the hardest and most 
important meet of our season: 
States.

We bleach our hair, not as a 
result of a cultish act of group-
think, but to display our unity. 
The bleached hair represents our 
dedication to each other, and the 
fact that the only people who know 
what you went through all season 
are the same people who are rock-
ing that disgusting mop. 

The next phase of our hair story 
is the bald chapter. We shave our 
heads so that we will be faster, 
more hydrodynamic, in the water. 
But those bald heads have repre-
sented something else the past two 
years: the mark of a champion. 

On March 1, we wrapped up our 
undefeated season with the biggest 
exclamation point a senior could 
ask for: a state championship. 
Every bald head on our team holds 
the symbolic value of a trophy or 
a plaque. 

I often talk about how much 
I hate growing out a beard and 
bleaching my hair, but the fact 
of the matter is that I will miss it 
more than anything that I’ve done 
in college. I just hope that the fu-
ture of Alfred swimming has many 
more trophies, and many more bald 
heads in store. 

Swim team ... continued from back page.
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PHOTO PROVIDED
(Above) Fiat Lux staff writer Jeremy Juhasz’s 
press pass that he was given so he could watch 
the Sabres home game against the Rangers 
from the press box. 

PHOTOS PROVIDED

(Above) Members of 
AU’s swim team huddle 
before their entry to the 
pool deck. Every year, 
the Saxon swimmers 
traditionally grow their 
hair all semester and 
shave it all off before 
the state meet.
(Right) Ted Remming-
ton and Jon Word-
ingham discuss recent 
events at the meet. 

When sports fans have the chance to 
watch live their favorite team, there’s 
that euphoric anticipation. You know 
what I’m talk-
ing about. It’s 
that chance to go 
witness profes-
sional athletes, 
especially when 
it’s your favorite 
hometown heroes. 

During spring 
break, I had this 
same opportunity 
… with a twist. 
This wasn’t your average game. After 
all, I wasn’t sitting in seat four, row 
13, section 330 at HSBC Arena in 
downtown Buffalo. March 10, I was a 
professional journalist, or at least acting 
like one, perched in a stiff seat in the 
HSBC press box. 

This adventure rooted back in early 
February, after I e-mailed the Buffalo 
Sabres for a game credential request for 
the team’s game against the New York 
Rangers. A positive response came the 
next day. Needless to say, this certain 
type of anticipation was different. As a 
fan, you’re unsure if the game will be a 
memorable one, ingrained for eternity. 
But as a working member of the media, 
this evening represented the start of my 
career aspirations. I plan on sharing 
with you the life of those individuals 
who come to ballparks, stadiums and 
arenas for work rather than pleasure.

A typical windy downtown Buffalo 
blew my father and I toward the arena. 
My father, attending the game as a 
spectator, had a great fi fth-row seat, and 
I hoped to see his shiny balding scalp 
from my bird’s-eye view.  Dressed in a 
salmon colored button-up and khakis, 
I veered off to the left under a parking 
ramp to a security door. Fans, dressed 
in uniforms, T-shirts and jeans raced to 
the main gates. Passing through a secu-
rity door, I found three women sitting 
at a table. They distributed the press 
passes, and I was handed my fi rst NHL 
credential. Standing in the arena un-

derneath the bleachers, I peered to my 
right to fi nd about a dozen of the visit-
ing New York Rangers in shorts playing 
hackey-sac with a volleyball, loosening 
up. Directly ahead was a large elevator 
that rose to the rafters of the arena and, 
of course, the press box.  

In the press box, stat sheets and start-
ing lineups were organized on a wood 
table. On a wall near the broadcast 
booths, names were penciled next to 
a specifi c number, which correlated to 
each reporter’s assigned seat. I glanced 
at the list, but found no name next to 
any seat. I found seat number 11 on the 
“lower tier” section of the press box 
unoccupied. The “lower tier” is where 
the AP, Buffalo 
News and The 
Democrat and 
Chronicle were 
stationed. Be-
fore the con-
test, I snooped 
around and 
greeted with 
Sabres play-
by-play man 
Rick Jen-
neret and his 
comical color-
analyst Harry 
Neale.

“You think 
that (Eliot) 
Spitzer should 
do the cer-
emonial puck 
drop tonight?” 
Neale asked 
me. 

I introduced 
myself to other 
local journal-
ists, such as 
Sabres beat 
reporter Paul Hamilton, of WGR radio. 
After a brief exchange, Hamilton left 
me with obvious advice: “Have fun 
tonight,” he said smiling.

When I fi nally perched in my nest be-
fore the game began, several journalists 

were fi nishing stories. Others arrived 
fi ve minutes before the puck drop.  
The bird’s-eye view was tremendous. 
(Yes, that panoramic view captured 
my father’s bald-headed presence.) 
Directly across the ice, he waved to 
me. I returned the gesture. It was an 
indescribable moment when I realized 
our roles, for once, were reversed for 
a night. I became the mature adult in 
a workingman’s role, while my dad 
became a crazed fan.

The game began with a bang as 
Sabres right winger Jason Pominville 
scored 16 seconds in. While the entire 
arena erupted in cheer, the press area 
remained silent. Instead of high-fi ves, 

media profes-
sionals spun 
in their chairs 
and raised their 
eyebrows to 
one another. For 
every goal, this 
behavior was 
standard operat-
ing procedure.  

In-between 
periods and 
stoppages in 
play were also 
fabulous. Why? 
Free ice cream, 
cookies, soda 
and popcorn 
rested in the 
press box’s 
own food stand. 
Simply out-
standing. Also, 
period-by-pe-
riod, stat sheets 
were delivered 
to our seats and 
a public rela-
tions gentleman 

updated us face-to-face, with injury 
news. The game ended in a Sabres 
shoot-out loss, 3-2. However, the suc-
cess of this night had little to do with 
the fi nal score. 

Before the game ended, every media 

Reporting live from the rafters

BY NATHAN WEISER
STAFF WRITER

Members of the Alfred University men’s track 
and fi eld team know their toughest competition is 
the battle they have with themselves, day in and day 
out.

Their fi rst meet of this potentially promising 
season was on March 28 at Alfred State College.  
Other colleges at this meet included Finger Lakes 
Community College and Erie Community College.  
Alfred State College’s event is considered to be a 
scrimmage of sorts, and AU Head Coach Andrew 
Crawford would like the team to get used to partici-
pating in a race again. 

“I worked them really hard the last few weeks, 
so I just want them to get used to racing again,” 
Crawford said.

The Saxon’s next meet is at the University of 
Rochester, on April 5, and will be more of a gut 
check performance.  Crawford hopes that every-
body’s results are equal to or better than their times 
and scores at the end of the indoor season.  One 
element that could be a detriment to the athletes 
performances is the potential hazardous weather.  
However, if there are practices and races with sunny 
skies and relatively warm weather, it would surely 
be a benefi t.

There are two members of the team whose per-
formances have stood out recently.  One member 
is Shawn Ross, who has been throwing really well 
of late.  Dan Howards has improved a lot as well.  
However, everybody’s times have improved as a 
result of hard work.

A major goal for this season is to have more mem-
bers of the team qualify for states than during the 
indoor season.  There is a certain set standard that 
everybody has to meet in order to qualify for states, 
and this can be done in any race to qualify for states.  
An aspect that can help lead directly to this aspira-
tion is what the team does everyday in practice.  

There are usually similarities in how the team 
prepares in the days leading up to race day.  

“Generally, the day before the race is really easy: 
20-30 minutes of jogging.  Depending on where we 
are at, we might have a hard day two days before 
(race day),” Crawford said.

The hard day will likely consist of a lot of repeti-
tions for all of the events. 

AU track and 
fi eld competes 
with a plan

BY JEREMY 
JUHASZ 
STAFF WRITER

Continued on page 11...

The scene is the same 
every year for the AU men’s 
swim team: bleach blond 
hair and a griz-
zly beard one day, 
completely hairless 
the next. 

We, the guys 
on the team, all 
get ripped on by 
our non-swimmer 
friends, harassed by 
our family members 
and looked at with 
pure disgust from 
strangers who don’t know 
about our whacky tradi-
tions (generally fi rst-year 
students). Some people 
confuse our hair situation 
with a tremendous lack of 
fashion sense, others think 
it is some kind of demented 
cultish statement and still 
others go as far to say that 
the bleaching of our hair is a 
form of hazing. 

Well, I’m here to set the 

record straight once and for 
all. 

As most people on this 
campus know, 
we swimmers 
are a tight band 
of brothers, 
nearly insepa-
rable in season 
or in the offsea-
son. We often 
fi nd ourselves 
hanging out 
exclusively with 
other swim-

mers, generally by choice 
in the offseason and a fact 
of circumstance during it. 
It’s not because we are the 
kind of jerks who think that 
nobody else on this campus 
is worth our time. It has 
everything to do with what 
we go through together…a 
bond that nobody else can 
share.

Our practices are early, 
hard and without remorse. 

Think of any negative adjec-
tive and I’ve probably mut-
tered it to myself sometime 
during a practice set. We 
have coined nicknames for 
the worst sets imaginable, 
sets that, when you’re done 
with them for the year, eu-
phoria streams through your 
body. Sets like “Challenge 
200’s,” an AU tradition of 
swimming 200 yards 24 
times dropping increments 
of rest throughout. The “21 
Club” is another workout 
that will make any former 
swimmer’s blood curdle, a 
masochistic set that pushes 
the limits of your body 
to the very edge. These 
practices are just the begin-
ning. Add in weight lifting, 
running stairs and medicine 
ball workouts at 6:30 a.m. 
twice a week, every week 
for six months as well as an 
arduous 10-or-more meet 
season, and you are talking 

AU swim team 2007-08: A hair story

BY JON 
WORDINGHAM
SPORTS EDITOR

Continued on page 11...


