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Ann’s House dedicated

PHOTO BY DAVID LEMMO
Ann Moskowitz, left, and AU President Charley Ed-
mondson, right, pose with a framed dedication for 
Ann’s House, the new LEED-certifi ed residence hall that 
opened this fall. The residence hall is named after Mos-
kowitz. Joel’s House, a few hundred feet up the road 
from Ann’s House, is named after Moskowitz’s husband, 
Ceradyne CEO and Trustee Joel Moskowitz.

Art dean Lewis to resign
By Thomas Fleming
Editor in Chief

Faculty and 
staff received 
an e-mail an-
nouncement 
Oct. 14 stat-
ing that Jo-
seph S. Lewis 
III, Dean of 
the School of 
Art and De-
sign, will resign this March to 
become the dean of the Claire 
Trevor School of the Arts at the 
University of California, Irvine.

“It is with regret I announce 
Joseph S. Lewis III, Dean of the 
School of Art and Design at Al-
fred University, has submitted 
his resignation,” AU President 
Charley Edmondson said in the 
e-mail message. “He will con-
tinue to serve as dean here until 
his appointment at UCI becomes 
effective on March 24, 2010.”

Before becoming the dean of 
the School of Art and Design in 
2004, Lewis was a dean at the 
Fashion Institute of Technology 
in New York City, art department 
chair at California State Univer-
sity at Northridge and a faculty 
member at California Institute of 
the Arts.

Lewis said in an e-mail to the 
Fiat Lux that leaving Alfred will 
not be easy.

“Leaving Alfred was a diffi-
cult decision,” Lewis said. “The 
School of Art and Design, and 
Alfred University, is a wonderful 
place, one that has allowed me 
to grow as an artist and as an ed-
ucator. I have the utmost respect 
for the University’s students and 
faculty and will miss them one 
and all.”

Edmondson praised Lewis 
for making undergraduate and 
graduate exhibitions in New 
York City and Beijing, China, pos-
sible, for his leadership on the 

McGee Pavilion and for his col-
laborations with the College of 
Business and the Kazuo Inamori 
School of Engineering.

The School of Art and Design 
is ranked No. 1 in the U.S. for 
its Master of Fine Arts program 
in ceramic art and No. 2 for its 
Master of Fine Arts program 
in glass art, positions that have 
been earned and maintained 
in the U.S. News and World Re-
port guide to the “Best Graduate 
Schools” since Lewis has been 
dean.

“I am sure that everyone at 
Alfred University joins me in 
thanking Joe for his contribu-
tions to this institution, as well 
as in expressing our best wishes 
for Joe, Phuong, and Joey as they 
leave Alfred,” Edmondson said. 
“We recognize the opportuni-
ties such a move opens for all of 
them.”

Lewis

PHOTO BY DAVID LEMMO
A group of students , faculty and staff members ride the Conference Bike at the Oct. 8 ribbon-
cutting event at Susan Howell Hall.

ISSO and the Confucius Institute 
bring Asian festival to AU. 
See Page 6.

Do you think sitting in class for 
two hours is hard? Try sitting in a 
tree for two days. Page 7.

Read the new sports column 
New York State of Mind. 
See back page.
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Fourteen pedals, one new tour
By Sharifa Barrow
A&E Editor

The seven-person 
Conference Bike made its 
first, excellent impression 
on AU students, faculty and 
prospective students Oct. 8 at 
Susan Howell Hall.

“We had a great time,” said 
Cindy, mother of Brandon 
Cook, a visiting student. “It’s 
really neat on a number of 
levels. It sets Alfred apart,” .

According to conferencebike.
com, “the CoBi-7 is a tricycle 
pedaled by seven riders sitting 
in a circle. One person steers 
while everyone is free to 
pedal or not as the bike moves 
effortlessly (excluding hills) 
along.”

Jeff Kallay, who helps 
improve college visit programs 
around the country, has been 
working with AU for the past 
two years and has brought 
about some of the changes in 
the AU tours. 

According to Jodi Bailey, 
Director of Marketing 
for the University, Kallay 

suggested that AU change 
from facility-based tours to 
more experience-based ones. 
Instead of just telling visitors 
about the University’s history, 
guides will now focus more on 
their personal experiences in 
respect to AU. 

Another new addition is the 
AU tour van. Previously, tour 
guides would walk families 
from Alumni Hall to the Marlin 
Miller Performing Arts Center 
via Academic Alley, and then 
back to Alumni Hall. Now, 
after walking to Miller, visitors 
are picked up and driven to 
McLane Physical Education 
center, and after exploring 
McLane and some of the village, 
they are driven back to Alumni 
Hall. This new improved form 
of touring gave prospective 
students the opportunity 
to learn more about AU and 
Alfred in general.

“They got to see a broader 
scope (of AU) in the same 
amount of time,” said Bailey.

The idea for the CoBi-7 
Continued on page 6...

When will something be 
done with South Hall?
Page  6

Find out more on
Page 9
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The Fiat welcomes your opinion. Anyone may write a letter to the editor. 
Submissions must include name, address, phone number and class year 
(for students). Letters to the editor should be limited to 250 words; guest 
columns should be limited to 700 words. The Fiat Lux reserves the right to 
edit all letters for space, clarity, brevity and fair play. E-mail your thoughts 
to fi atlux@alfred.edu. Submissions should follow the rules of fair play 
(i.e. get the facts straight).
Editorial Policy: The Fiat Lux welcomes feed-
back from its readers. Letters to the editor will 
be subject to editing for space and content pur-
poses. The Fiat Lux reserves the right not to 
print any letter. Letters must be accompanied by 
name, address and telephone number. E-mail: 
fi atlux@alfred.edu or mail letters to: Fiat Lux, 
attn: Editor, Powell Campus Center, Alfred, 
N.Y. 14802.

The Fiat Lux supports the perpetuation of a 
broad and liberal education conducive to free 
speech. Only unsigned editorials refl ect the 
opinions of this newspaper. All other editorials 
refl ect the author’s opinion.

The Fiat Lux is printed by Adnet Direct and 
is typeset by the production staff. It is funded in 
part by Student Senate.  The Fiat can be reached 
at (607) 871-2192.
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Editorial

While writing the article on 
South Hall (see pages 6-7), 
I was inspired to write this 
piece. Reading the papers and 
researching the history of the 
building, it appears that with 
this building and another on 
campus, the University has 
taken a stance of ‘Decay by 
Neglect,’ which doesn’t sit well 
with me for several reasons.

1. It’s Irresponsible. Just like 
we have responsibilities as 
students on this campus, the 
University has responsibilities 
of its own, and maintaining 
their buildings is one of 
those responsibilities. Maybe 
resources are scarce, time is 
short and money is tight but 
students seem to get the job 
done. Why can’t the University?

2. It’s unfair to those who still 
use the space. This pertains to 
the ‘other’ source of angst, Davis 
Gym. Obviously South Hall is 
no longer used by students, but 
I’m sure it went through the 
same stages on its way to being 
boarded up as Davis Gym is 
going through.

You can’t let a building 
rot when people still use it. 
To name a few, intramural 
teams, sports teams, clubs and 
organizations and the Bicycle 
Lending program all still use 
that space. When the roof leaks, 
or a bulb is blown, or the floor 
is coated with dust and dirt, it 
negatively affects the way we 

can use that space.
3. It’s unequal treatment of 

University Spaces and OUR 
money. If your roof was leaking 
in your room, how long would 
it take for it to be fixed? I would 
bet less than a day. 

Because you’re paying to live 
in that space and because the 
University willingly placed you 
in their room to live in, it treats 
that situation totally different 
than if it was a meaningless 
building like Davis Gym. 
But should it really be that 
different?

If the roof leaked in Powell 
Campus Center, don’t you think 
they would fix it quickly? No 
one lives there, but we all use 
Powell, don’t we? Last winter, 
the roof was leaking in Herrick 
Library and, luckily, it was fixed 
very quickly. No one lives there 
either, but many students use 
Herrick as well. Did I mention 
that we still use Davis Gym?

We are not only paying for 
our education, our room and 
our board, but the tuition that 
we pay also goes towards the 
costs of running the University, 
and included in those costs are 
buildings and grounds. Don’t 
you think that a portion of 
that money should go towards 
keeping present buildings in 
working order? Some of that 
money went to Herrick library, 
but has any gone towards 
Davis?

South Hall, I’m afraid to say, 
is a lost cause. At a cost of over 
$10 million for renovations, the 

chances that anyone will ever 
set foot in it again are doubtful. 
But, putting South Hall aside, 
don’t you think the University 
should maintain the buildings 
that are still being used? Davis 
Gym, I’m happy to say, is not 
a lost cause. The University 
is actually in the process of 
installing security cameras in 
Davis Gym to protect what’s 
still of value inside and to curb 
vandalism. It’s a start to making 
the space more ‘functional’, 
but the cameras won’t do any 
good if Davis is slowly rotting 
from the inside out because of 
neglect.

Everything has to do with 
money, and I understand that. 
The agreement was that until 
adequate facilities, like a field 
house, are provided, Davis Gym 
cannot be touched. So far, the 
University has held their end of 
the bargain, but we didn’t mean 
that you can’t touch the building 
at all! You have our permission 
to maintain it! The University 
may have skipped over this part; 
it was in the small print. 

With the prospect of a field 
house not even on the radar, 
the University should maintain 
Davis Gym and the facilities it 
has, because before we know it, 
Davis gym will be the next South 
Hall.

Decay by neglect
Ian Cramer
Opinions Editor

Fiat Lux? More like Fiat Nox
There are a few current news items involving administrative chang-

es at AU that will only come to the attention of students by word of 
mouth—or by reading their trusty Fiat Lux—when the news should, 
perhaps, come straight from the source.

Many students currently have no idea that Dean of the School of 
Art and Design Joe Lewis is resigning this March. There was a Univer-
sity press release, but how many students read through University 
press releases on a regular basis? Faculty and staff were informed 
directly, but students didn’t even receive notice via Alfred Today, let 
alone an e-mail announcement.

Another example was when former Provost Suzanne Buckley re-
signed. Students did not receive any official notice of her resignation. 
True, Lewis and Buckley’s resignations do not have as much of a di-
rect effect on the student body as they do on the faculty and staff who 
work with or work under each person, but this is something students 
should be made officially aware of.

Perhaps administrators are under the impression that the average 
student doesn’t care too much about administrative changes. Per-
haps this assumption is true. But doesn’t this create a cyclical situ-
ation in which students don’t care, so administrators don’t care to 
inform students, so students don’t even know enough to care?

If Alfred is keeping this type of information from us, it can be as-
sumed that they are keeping other pertinent information from us as 
well. How do we know that this campus hasn’t been affected by the 
H1N1 virus? Generally, students assume that, because we’re second 
to the moon in rankings of rural, unpopulated area in our solar sys-
tem, this epidemic won’t affect us.

But the beauty of epidemics and consequent assumptions like 
these are that they can and probably will happen to us. Since we 
haven’t reported on any H1N1 cases in this issue of the Fiat Lux, does 
that mean there haven’t been any cases? Probably not.

There will always be students who care about the way the Univer-
sity is run and who is running it, in addition to those who don’t pay 
attention to anything about the University that doesn’t relate to them 
directly. Students who care, among them the editorial staff of the Fiat 
Lux, want students to have the opportunity to remain as informed as 
they can be. We think it is the University’s responsibility to keep the 
students informed about big changes.

Even if students do not interact with deans on a daily basis, they 
still approve our majors, along with other academic affairs.

Although we would feel humbled to think that we are seen as a 
reliable enough news source to catch such internal changes and re-
lay the information to students, that may not always be true. Only 
sometimes are we lucky enough to have others tell us where to find 
such information.
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Kari Aldrich
Copy Editor

In my time as a student at 
Alfred University, I’ve heard 
a lot of noise about the lack 
of school spirit on campus. 
While I haven’t heard anyone 
suggest a complete absence 
of it in the student body, 
there seems to be a general 
consensus that the lack of 
attendance at AU events, and 
athletic events in particular, 
signifies a disturbing 
deficiency of school spirit. 
While I do not by any 
means discourage active 
participation and support 
of athletics at AU, I would 
also argue that disinterest 
in school athletics is not the 
same thing as disinterest in 
the school itself.

I personally am proud to be 
an Alfredian, even though I’m 
not involved with athletics 
at all. I’m proud to go to a 
school in which students can 

start their own organizations 
with support from faculty 
and fellow students. I love 
the fact that my classes are 
small and my professors are 
approachable. In my three and 
a quarter years attending this 
university, I’ve represented 
AU programs in various 
places, including Greece, 
Bulgaria, Pittsburgh, Pa. and 
Stratford, Ontario. I traveled 
to these locations with the AU 
Chamber Singers, a theatrical 
production, and the English 
department, respectively. 
These are only a few of the 
many possible trips and AU 
representation opportunities 
that I have taken myself; there 
are countless opportunities in 
different fields to represent 
the university, abroad or 
right here in Alfred. Sports 
teams travel and represent 
Alfred students, just as 
choirs, clubs and dancers 
do. Sports teams also attract 
a certain percentage of the 

student body when they play 
at home, just as theatrical 
productions, recitals, poetry 
readings, art shows and 
concerts attract their own 
particular populations on 
campus. Various activities 
and extracurricular groups 
represent the interests of 
diverse types of people, but 
they all represent Alfred 
students.

I would be willing to bet 
that if the ideal of “school 
spirit” could be measured by 
how many Alfred students 
get involved in some campus 
event that interests them, 
not just by measuring the 
number of students who show 
up to traditionally “major” 
events, we’d get a much 
more accurate assessment 
of how many people are 
involved and enjoying the 
opportunities AU has to offer. 
I’m not saying that every AU 
student bleeds purple and 
gold, and I’m sure that there 

are plenty of students who 
don’t necessarily consider 
themselves proud Alfredians, 
but the fact remains that 
looking at student athletes 
and athletic supporters 
is only one of many ways 
to measure the zeal of the 
student body, especially in 
a university with as diverse 
interests as Alfred tends to 
attract. Some students would 
rather spend a Saturday 
afternoon in Medieval fight 
practice, or working on a 
dance for one of the many 
student dance productions, 
than going to a football game. 
Those students don’t lack 
enthusiasm for AU, they just 
don’t express it in the way 
that people seem to expect. 
To accuse a non-sports fan of 
lacking Alfred spirit is similar 
to calling a person a traitor 
if he or she is not interested 
in a local sports team. As a 
Massachusetts native, I love 
my state and I love my region, 

but I don’t care much for 
football and have no interest 
in the New England Patriots. 
It’s just not my scene; but 
this by no means makes me 
any less proud to be a New 
Englander. Similarly, I’m 
perfectly happy to have the 
Saxon sports teams win, but 
I express my extracurricular 
enthusiasm for Alfred in very 
different venues.

Athletic events and 
programs are excellent ways 
to get involved on a college 
campus and show support for 
the institution, but they aren’t 
the only way. I encourage my 
fellow students to support 
their athletic peers, but 
when it comes to how they 
appreciate and represent 
Alfred, to follow their own 
interests; from a cappella to 
basketball, it’s all Alfredian 
and it’s all good.

Individuals. Inspirited.

“I’ve been working on some 
projects in the library that are 
saved to my U Drive. Is there 
a way to access them on a 
personal computer (i.e. not a 
university owned computer) 
without trying to cram the 
large files onto a jump drive, 
the size for which I don’t even 
know exists?”

- Anonymous

There are actually many 
ways to accomplish this. In 
terms of speed, reliability and 
usability, the best way is to 
mount the U:Drive on your 
system as a network drive.

On a Windows system 
(XP, Vista, or 7), click your 
Start Menu and then right-
click “My Computer” or 
“Computer,” then from the 
drop-down menu, choose 
“Map Network Drive.” Choose 
whichever drive letter you 
wish (most people choose “U” 
for familiarity, but it doesn’t 
really matter for the most 
part) and in the field marked 
“Folder”, enter the following 
(without the quotation 
marks): “\\jobs.alfred.
edu\[your username]”.*

When you click OK, it 
should ask you for your 
username and password. 
Enter as your username 
“ALFRED\(your username)”. 
Your password is your 
standard Alfred password. If 
all went well, you should now 
have a drive mounted on your 
system in the My Computer 
folder that you can use just 
like a pendrive, as long as you 
remain on the network. Please 
keep in mind that this will 
only work while you are on 
campus.

Mac users connect in a 
very similar way. In your 
Finder, go to the top menu 
bar, choose “Go”, and then 
“Connect to server”. In the 
“Server Address” field, 
type “smb://jobs.alfred.
edu/[your username]” and 
hit “Enter”. Enter your user 
credentials just like before 
(“ALFRED\[your username]” 
as your username) and click 
“Connect”.

If you don’t get any errors 
but still don’t see the drive 
on your desktop, don’t fret 
– OS 10.5 and later versions 
have a preference turned 
off by default that you will 
need to fix. In the top menu 
bar, click Finder and then 
Finder Preferences. Go to 
the General tab and in the 
area marked “Show these 
items on the desktop”, make 
sure “Connected servers” is 
checked. Again, this will only 
work on campus.

If these don’t work for you 
or you need to connect from 
an off-campus network, then 
you can always navigate 
your web browser to http://

my.alfred.edu and select the 
“My U:Drive” Option. I know 
it can be a bit difficult to 
maneuver through, but we 
are actively addressing this 
and we hope to have a much 
cleaner web-based system 
rolling out soon!

--
Thanks for sending in 

your question! I’d like to 
take the opportunity for 
the rest of this article to 
discuss something else of 
interest: Windows 7. This 
new operating system from 
Microsoft will be rolling out 
to the public on Oct. 22, and 
I’ve had the pleasure of using 
it for the past several months.

I should state right off 
the bat that I am not a big 
Vista fan. I like XP well 
enough, insofar as it’s a 
reasonably functional OS 
and I’m comfortable with it, 
but I really don’t enjoy using 
Vista and having talked with 
a wide range of users on 
campus, I know I’m not alone. 
Whatever arguments I’ve 
made about Vista being buggy, 
slow, bloated and having 
poor driver support can be 
easily mitigated with the 
counterargument of , “Well, 
spend more money on better 
hardware.” As true as this is, it 
still rubs me the wrong way.

In my mind, the true test 
of an Operating System is 
how well it performs on 
substandard hardware. New 
features, graphical tidbits 
and multimedia doodads are 
wonderful, but if they are 
just piled onto one another 
without clean refinement, 
then you have a bloated 

mess. Vista, in my opinion, 
is the OS equivalent to a car 
coming out of the “Pimp My 
Ride” garage. Each individual 
element on the car is 
somewhat noteworthy, but it’s 
a jumbled wreck of a vehicle 
(not to mention extremely 
expensive!).

Then, you have the 
Mercedes S-Class; the car 
that defines the future of 
automotive gadgets--the high 
standard in fun options, but 
built in a subdued, refined, 
sophisticated package. Ladies 
and Gentlemen, I present 
Windows 7… the Mercedes S-
Class of the computer world.

The first thing I noted about 
Windows 7 is the speed. From 
the time I started booting 
off the DVD to the time I had 
a fully functional operating 
system installed and running 
was 15 minutes. On XP, it 
usually takes between 45 
minutes to an hour and for 
Vista, you’d better start 
popping some popcorn and 
have a good movie rental 
lined up.

Menus, explorer windows 
and applications all ran with 
snappy responsiveness. 
We did some testing with a 
combination of Windows 7 
and Office 2010 beta – every 
Office application opened in 
less than one second flat.

Driver support also seems 
to be somewhat of a non-issue 
as well. I chalk that up more 
to the fact that manufacturers 
and vendors have had several 
years to write and refine 
their Vista drivers coupled 
with Windows 7 being able to 
utilize most any Vista driver 

out there.
Stability also appears to 

have been addressed. I haven’t 
had a single crash, blue 
screen, or application freeze 
occur and not without trying! 
My primary computer is a 
mishmash of different vendor 
parts and I made sure to put 
the screws to each and every 
one of them using complex 
graphic design functions as 
well as stress test programs 
designed to make everything 
run under a full-load.

Lastly, it just looks great. 
The one thing I couldn’t fault 
Vista on was the appearance. 
The Aero features made for a 
quality viewing experience, 
the new Explorer menus 
were fairly solid and the 
icon improvements were 
immediately noticeable. 
Windows 7 has all of that 
(and more), but provides it in 
a fast, stable environment.

In summary, Microsoft 
has done something I never 
thought possible: they have 
made a new operating system 
that I don’t just have to use--I 
actually enjoy using it.

*Don’t actually type “[your 
username]”. This area is for 
your alfred username, ex. 
jkl12, qwe3, fg8.

Do you have any questions 
you would like to ask? Send 
me an e-mail at: stone@
alfred.edu with the subject 
“Alfred Computer Guy.” Mac, 
PC, Linux, OS/2 Warp, NeXT… 
hit me with your best shot!

Mike Stone
Staff Writer

The Alfred Computer Guy: U Drive access and Windows 7
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Dear you,

She always takes off but I 
don’t know about it anyway, 
so how could I fix them? 
Maybe her problem is with it 
and not those? It just doesn’t 
make sense to me.

-Me from here

Well me, I have no idea 
what you’re asking here, but 
I’m going to hazard a guess 
and say that your professors 
always take points off on your 
papers for some unknown 
reason, right? Or is it that 
your girlfriend goes to the 
moon? Or that Mother Nature 

takes off her socks? What 
you have here, dear “me,” is a 
case of vague pronouns, and I 
intend to help them/you/us.

Pronouns are great, but 
when it’s not clear what the 
pronouns refer to, things 
can get very confusing 
very quickly. Consider the 
following example:

My girlfriend hates my sister, 
but she’s really hot.

Excuse me? Who is hot in 
this sentence? It could be 
either your sister or your 
girlfriend. Both may be 
true, but only one is socially 
acceptable. Here’s another:

The horde zombies began 
ravaging the group of people. 
They ran away.

From my experience, I’m 
fairly certain that zombies 
like brains too much to walk 
away from an open buffet. 
This sentence, though, could 
mean that either the horde 
(of zombies) or the group (of 
people) is running away.

The easiest way to fix vague 
pronouns is to replace them 
with the noun that the pronoun 
refers to. For instance, in the 
previous example, this would 
be a great fix:

The horde of zombies began 
ravaging the group of people. 
The people ran away.

So okay, maybe you’re 

thinking now that no pronouns 
would be even better, and 
then you don’t have to worry 
about anything. Consider this 
sentence though:

Daniel really enjoyed 
Daniel’s birthday party, and 
all of Daniel’s friends liked the 
birthday party too.

I actually fell asleep reading 
that sentence. It’s far too long 
for the ideas that it presents. 
Also, possessive pronouns 
(like his, hers, its) are almost 
necessary to make sure that, 
in this case, the Daniel who 
enjoyed Daniel’s birthday is 
the same Daniel. Here’s the 
fix:

Daniel really enjoyed his 
birthday party, and all of his 
friends liked it, too.

Okay. It’s still not the most 
exciting sentence in the world, 
but at least I’m not bored or 
confused.

Using pronouns can be 
a tricky thing. The key is 
moderation – not too many 
and not too few. So, me, I hope 
you learned this, that, and the 
other and will use it now.

-MC Grammar

The United States Coast Guard, formed in 1790 as the U.S. Revenue 
Cutter Service, is charged with defending America’s shores against 
invasion, piracy, human smuggling, narcotics trafficking, and marine 
pollution. Additionally, the Coast Guard assists ships and recreation 
boaters in distress, conducts search-and-rescue operations for persons 
lost at sea and on land, and provides disaster relief during natural 
catastrophes.

The Coast Guard does this with less personnel than that of the New 
York City Police Department. What the average American doesn’t know 
is that the Coast Guard has an additional resource of 38,000 uniformed 
civilian volunteers, the Coast Guard Auxiliary. Chartered by Congress 
in 1939, the Auxiliary directly supports the traditional missions of the 
Coast Guard, and additionally provides on-the-water safety patrols, aerial 
patrols, public safety classes and courtesy boat inspections.

Aged 17 to 100, and of every background, Auxiliarists volunteer in 
the communities in which they live, donating whatever time they can 
comfortably spare. On an average day, Auxiliarists assist 56 distressed 
boaters, save one life and $729,000 in property. They will educate 929 
boaters on boating safety and marine environmental protection, perform 
615 courtesy vessel safety checks, and perform 150 support operations 
for the Coast Guard. In the immediate aftermath of 9/11 and Hurricane

Katrina, Auxiliarists distinguished themselves by contributing millions 
of hours to rescue and recovery efforts, earning the Coast Guard Unit 
Commendation and Presidential Unit Citation.

As payment for their volunteer efforts, Auxiliarists receive numerous 
benefits, including tax deductions, reimbursements, exchange access, 
reduced insurance rates, Coast Guard Mutual Assistance participation, 
credit union membership, educational loans, and non-credit Coast Guard 
Institute courses. Auxiliarists wear the Coast Guard uniform, and have 
the opportunity to earn medals and ribbons as they advance in training, 
experience, and leadership positions. Opportunities for fun are

numerous at conferences, picnics, formal banquets, and holiday 
parties.

College students, particularly, can benefit by service with the Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. Volunteering around their academic and social 
obligations, their membership and achievements in the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary read well on a resume, and makes them attractive prospects 
for employers. Opportunities to develop leadership, organizational and 
speaking skills are of tremendous value to young people preparing to 
embark upon new careers. The experiences, training, and friends

made in Coast Guard Auxiliary will last a lifetime, and provide a deep 
sense of purpose and accomplishment.

Interested in joining the Auxiliary? A detachment is being formed in the 
Hornell-Almond-Alfred area. Please contact Alfred University graduate, 
long-time community member, and Auxiliarist Ian Adkins at (716) 531-
5607 or adkinsijl@stny.rr.com for a no-pressure conversation on how 
you can get started on your volunteer career with the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. You’ll be glad you did!

Ian Adkins
Contributing Writer

News

By Sonya Ellison
Staff Writer

Dr. Judith Touchton spoke in 
Nevins Theater on Oct. 8 as part of 
the Women’s Leadership Center’s 
“Women of Influence” program. 
Touchton is the president of 
Touchton Partners LLC and the 
founder of WomenLeadersMove.
com. Her presentation was about 
the inequity found in higher 
education for women today.
According to recent studies, 

only 57 percent of females are 
college students in the U.S. That 
is a much better statistic than 
in 1970, where only 42 percent 
were. Dr. Touchton says, “We’ve 
come a long way, but we’re not 
there yet.”
“Higher education was not 
designed with women in mind,” 
Touchton said. She would like to 
change that about our culture. 
“Part of the reason why women 
aren’t particularly thought of in 
college curriculum is because 

women think and make decisions 
differently than men,” she said.
Touchton also examined the 
professional and wage gaps 
found in today’s working world.
“Men typically like to hire in 
their own image,” she said. That 
means choosing someone they 
feel best represents them in 
many aspects, including gender. 
When it comes to pay, women 
with associate positions are 
paid 93 percent of what men 
are, while all ranks are paid 88 

percent. She said that these gaps 
are not created consciously. 
There are many factors that 
influence these conditions, with 
education as one of the most 
critical. The idea of women’s 
role in the typical family is also 
a huge factor.
Though these barriers are still 
found today, Touchton remained 
positive about the future of 
women’s higher education and 
praised the power of positive 
psychology.

“Concentration should be on 
what works and what success 
is instead of dwelling on what 
failed,” she said. “Academics 
is challenging and trained to 
critique, but a lot of movement 
in change for equity has taken 
place. I learned the approach 
of taking note of my mistakes 
and moving on was best for any 
success.”

Dr. Touchton speaks at AU

Arianna Carini
Staff Writer

MC Grammar:
Questions and Answers from the Writing Center 

Exciting opportunities for AU 
students in the coast guard auxiliary

By Eric Hudack
Staff Writer

Fiat Bux have made their big 
debut with surprisingly mixed 
reactions. Fiat Bux allow you to 
not only spend money tax free 
at the Li’l Alf and Midknight 
Express cafes, but also at the 
Clay Store and Print Lab, and 
can be used to make copies at 
the AU Libraries.

While very well received by 
the art student community, 
Herrick and Scholes Library 
workers have found the 
process of using Fiat Bux very 
inconvenient. To begin with, 
many students were unaware 
that only Fiat Bux can be 

used to make copies. Imagine 
their surprise; just minutes 
before a class, they need to 
make copies of a handout for 
their Environmental Studies 
presentation, only to find that 
they first need to go wait in line 
at the Li’l Alf in order to get the 
correct currency on their card.

Even though the system has 
been in place for most of the 
semester, library employees still 
have to direct students to Li’l 
Alf to get money on their cards 
first.

When students were asked if 
they knew about Fiat Bux, some 
recognized the name.

“Yeah,” said Colby 
Charpentier, a first year Art 

and Design student, “I saw a 
poster about them in front of 
the library.” When asked what 
their function was, he could not 
answer. Not many could.

A large portion of students 
had no clue what Fiat Bux were, 
or had them confused with 
Dining Dollars. While similar, 
there is a major difference; 
mainly, you cannot use your 
Dining Dollars to make copies in 
the library or make purchases 
at the Clay Store. You can, 
however, use your Fiat Bux to 
make purchases at the Cyber 
Fresh or Midknight Express. 
An alarmingly small number of 
students accurately knew what 
service Fiat Bux provided; even 

less actually used them.
That is not to say they are 

not being used. Zach Grosser, 
junior in Art and Design, told 
me that the Fiat Bux have been 
great. Essentially, they replaced 
an out of date and unreliable 
system used in the Clay Store 
and Print Shop. Students had 
to put money on a separate 
card in order to purchase items 
at these stores and when the 
system broke, John Dietrich saw 
it as an opportunity to enhance 
this stone-age technology. The 
added bonuses, of course, being 
that the money for the Clay 
Store or Print Shop now can 
also serve as Dining Dollars and 
pay for copies at the libraries. 

Taylor Robeige, a first year 
student and employee at the 
Clay Store, told me that many 
students are using the Fiat Bux 
“because, you know, it’s easier.”

Like any new and innovative 
system starting out, there are 
flaws. A major concern seems 
to be the lack of publicity, 
but at the same time, the real 
benefits seem to be for the art 
student community. Clearing up 
the confusion between Dining 
Dollars and Fiat Bux might help, 
but perhaps replacing Dining 
Dollars with Fiat Bux might just 
be the best solution.

What the Fiat Bux?
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With great fares and schedules – 
heading home has never been easier!

Buy on-line at
www.shortlinebus.com

For Tickets and Info
Alfred Travel Center
11 West University St., Alfred, NY 

2 Daily Roundtrips to NYC 

1 Daily Roundtrip to   
Westchester, Queens and
Long Island

TGIF Rates*
New York City  $57

Roundtrip  $108
Long Island from $60

Roundtrip from $114

* TGIF Fares are available for outbound 
travel on Friday &/or college breaks. Return 
trip must be on the following Sunday, 
Monday or Tuesday for special fares.

Head
Home 
With
Us!

By Anne Pellicciotti
Contributing(?) Writer

Early on Saturday, Oct. 3, 
several students from the Alfred 
University Honors Program 
boarded a bus for a highly-
anticipated day trip to visit the 
“Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania,” 
located in Tioga County.

The “Grand Canyon of 
Pennsylvania” is the nickname 
for the breathtaking Pine 
Creek Gorge. Shaped by glacial 
activity during the Ice Age, 
the gorge is a federal Natural 
National Landmark running 
nearly 50 miles long and 1,000 
feet deep. Ancient streams and 

waterfalls, dense forests and 
rock formations sweep the land, 
making it an earth-born natural 
art museum, showcasing the 
intense beauty of a time before 
the domination of man.

Joining the AU students in 
their Pennsylvania journey 
were Director of the Honors 
Program and Associate 
Professor of Psychology Gordon 
Atlas, Associate Professor of 
Philosophy Emrys Westacott and 
Academic Division Secretary for 
Psychology and Communications 
Kaaren Reeder.

Upon arrival, a disappointing 
mist hung in the air. Fog affected 
visibility such that the view 

looked like a blank, waxen sheet. 
However, later in the morning, 
the sun pierced the fog and 
gloomy, overcast sky to reveal 
the gorge, its waterfall and the 
surrounding wilderness area in 
all of their incredible brilliance.

Dr. Benjamin Moritz, Honors 
Program director at nearby 
Mansfield University, along 
with Mansfield Honors Program 
students, joined the AU visitors 
at the canyon and served as 
their local hosts, giving up their 
own Saturday willingly to help a 
group of AU students understand 
more about the area.

Two Mansfield scientists, 
Biologist Steven Stein and 

Geologist Christopher Kopf, 
briefed the AU group on the 
canyon’s science and then led 
them on a hike through the area, 
pointing out aspects of the area’s 
botany and geology.

Later in the day, the Alfred 
group traveled to the Mansfield 
University campus and joined 
their hosts for a pizza lunch and 
an interesting panel discussion 
on the value of college Honors 
Programs.

The group was also treated 
to a captivating presentation 
on electroacoustic music by 
Mansfield music theorist 
Andrew Walters. Walters played 
one of his musical compositions 

and, in doing so, drove home the 
point that modern electronic 
music significantly expands the 
reach of sound and the range of 
musical art that we can enjoy.

Next spring, Alfred University 
Honors students will return 
the favor to their Mansfield 
hosts, when students from the 
Mansfield Honors Program 
travel to the Alfred campus on 
their own day trip. AU students 
will spend time over the next 
few months developing a plan 
for the visit, which will hopefully 
result in an experience as fun 
and worthwhile as the one they 
received on their October visit.

Features
AU Honors Program students travel to the ‘Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania’

The Chechen Republic, or Chechnya, 
is officially a federal subject or semi-
autonomous republic of Russia. It has 
been the site of extensive conflict in 
the 20th and now 21st centuries, and 
has been known specifically the world 
around for extensive cases of human 
rights abuse. Despite the perception 
of this being a recent occurrence, 
Chechens have had a long history of 
problems with their neighbors. In the 
15th century, the Ottoman Empire 
repeatedly attempted to control 
the territory. These tensions were 
lightened somewhat by conversion to 
Islam by most Chechens, which then 
caused problems with Christian and 
Buddhist countries nearby. By the 
late 18th century, Russia was turning 
its gaze into the Caucasus Mountain 
states, including Chechnya. For almost 
one hundred years, local Chechens 
struggled against impending Russian 
rule, which was firmly established in 
1858 with the defeat of Avar Imam 
Shamil. Minor violent outbreaks 
occurred, culminating in a declaration 
of Chechen independence in 1917 
following the Russian Revolution. This 
declaration was not acknowledged 
by the new Bolshevik government, 
and occupation was intensified to 
suppress rebellion.

Under the new Soviet Republic, 
Chechnya was combined with 
neighboring Ingushetia as a semi-
autonomous state. This pairing lasted 
through World War II, when Ingush 
and Chechen fighters assisted the 
invading German army against their 
Soviet occupiers. As the tide of the 
war turned, the Ingush and Chechens 
found themselves in an unsavory 
position; in 1944, the Soviet leader 
Stalin deported 400,000 to 800,000 
ethnic Chechens and Ingush to Siberia 
and Kazakh SSR (now Kazakhstan). 

After Stalin’s death in 1953, the 
deportees that were still alive were 
permitted to return and Chechnya 
was re-established as a republic in 
1957. As part of this, however, Russian 
policies regarding Chechen culture 
became more severe, increasing 
general discontent.

Following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, regional resistance 
came to a head. While several former 
Soviet republics were able to gain 
independence, Chechnya’s attempt 
was met with armed resistance from 
Russia’s new president, Boris Yeltsin. 
Yeltsin’s troops withdrew after a brief 
incursion against Chechen armed 
forces, but their independence was still 
ignored. This led to the First Chechen 
War (1994-1996), where Russian 
forces were again deployed into 
Chechnya to forcefully quell unrest. 
The end result was an unstable peace 
agreement and a crippled population; 
the highest estimates claim 100,000 
civilians died and more than 500,000 
were displaced. Afterward, Chechnya 
elected a president, Aslan Maskhadov, 
who sought cooperation with Russia 
to rebuild the collapsing republic. 
Despite these attempts, terrorist 
attacks from rebels in Chechnya 
spurred the Second Chechen War 
(1999-2000), which overthrew the 
democratically elected Chechen 
leaders and re-established Russian 
control over most of the republic.

The current situation in Chechnya 
is difficult to categorize. Russia 
has since installed leadership in 
the republic that is more to their 
liking, alienating a large part of the 
population. Ethnic Chechens are still 
searching for an independent state 
where they have full human rights; 
Russia is unlikely to permit this in 
any form. Unfortunately, any kind 
of solution will have to come from 
within the region, as Russia will not 
tolerate international involvement.

The purpose of this column is to 
inform people about global events. 
While one article is not enough to 
fully explain a conflict, it is enough to 
provide the reader with the basics. It 
is my hope that when you are finished 
reading, you can readily answer the 
question, “What the (blank) is going 
on in (blank?)”

What the Aslan is going on in Chechnya?
Kristin Rubisch
Managing Editor

Image provided by ShareAlike 2.5
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South Hall: A campus building in limbo

When the moon gets full...
By Stephanie Hiu Yan Choi
Business Manager

On Sept. 25, the International Students 
and Scholars Organization and the Confu-
cius Institute at Alfred University jointly 
organized a cooking party and the Moon 
Festival celebration at Susan Howell Hall.

The Moon Festival is a traditional Asian 
festival. It is held on the fifteenth day of 
the eighth month in the Chinese calendar, 
which is around late September or early 
October. The Moon Festival is also known 
as Mid-Autumn Festival in Asian cultures. 
On the day of the Moon Festival, the moon 
is at its fullest and brightest. Since the 
round shape of the moon symbolizes com-
pleteness and togetherness in Asian cul-
tures, the Moon Festival is a celebration of 
unity with friends and family.

At the cooking party, members of ISSO 
prepared a range of cuisines. “I had so 
much fun cooking with people from differ-
ent cultures. Now I know how to make su-
shi,” said Eugene Chan, a sophomore from 
Hong Kong.

At 6 p.m., crowds gathered around the 
Chinese calligraphy and mooncake work-
shop tables.

“It is great learning how to write my 
own name in Chinese. I love it!” said ju-
nior Goodluck Anaso, who had fun at the 
calligraphy workshop. On the other side of 
the room, some students were banging the 
tables with mooncake molds. “Welcome to 
the mooncake workshop!” said Xiang Li, a 
sophomore from China who demonstrated 
how to make the bean-filled pastries.

“Making the mooncakes is really fun, 

but eating them is even better!” said se-
nior Colby Brunet, eating his freshly-made 
mooncake.

Tai Chi master Kai Hu from the China 
University of Geosciences marked nightfall 
by demonstrating a full set of Tai Chi exer-
cises, wowing the audience.

“It is amazing! I like how her body move-
ments blend into the music so perfectly. 
This is my first time watching a Tai Chi 
performance, and I love it,” said Linh Viet 
Do, a first-year from Vietnam.

Participants raved about the event, and 
Janice Cheung, the president of ISSO, was 
happy. “I am glad people are excited about 
this event,” she said. “This means that they 
are interested in learning and experienc-
ing new cultures. This is the reason for the 
creation of ISSO – to bring people together 
regardless of their differences.”

Andy Olin, the public relations officer of 
the ISSO of Alfred State College, showed 
equal satisfaction with the event. “The 
Moon Festival celebration is successful on 
many levels,” he said. “It is fun, educational 
and is a great step in bringing students 
from Alfred University and Alfred State 
College together.”

At 9 p.m., the celebration ended in roars 
of laughter. “It was a happy, unifying night,” 
said Charles Tang, the secretary of ISSO.

ISSO will be holding several events 
throughout the remainder of the semes-
ter, such as pumpkin picking on Octotber 
24th and pumpkin carving on October 
30th.

By Ian Cramer

Opinions Editor

If you have ever walked in the 
direction of Park Street, the Saxon 
Inn or the Wellness Center, you 
have surely seen South Hall, though 
you may not have known it. It is 
so covered in vegetation that you 
may have looked right past it, or if 
you’ve seen it, you might just think 
of it as an uninteresting, derelict 

building. However, South Hall has a 
rich history.

In order to appreciate the history, 
we have to go back to before it 
was built. In 1907, Kanakadea 
Hall, which was then the Alfred 
Grammar School, caught fire. This 
devastating event forced the town 
to make an important decision.

The town of Alfred needed more 
room for its expanding school, 
so they made a deal with the 

University. Kanakadea was handed 
over to the University in exchange 
for the plot of land that South 
Hall now sits on. South Hall was 
completed in 1908, and it became 
the Alfred Central School. What is 
now Alumni Hall was, at that time, 
the Alfred Academy, or the high 
school.

In 1929, an addition was built 
onto South Hall to accommodate 
more students and to serve as the 

women’s gymnasium, since 
Davis Gym functioned as 
the male gym. This addition 
turned South Hall into a 
22,000 sq. ft. structure.

South Hall remained the 
Alfred Central School until 
1940, when Alfred and 
Almond combined school 
districts. It was in 1941 that 
Alfred University bought South 
Hall back from the town for 
a price of less than $11,000. 
The University converted 
South Hall into classrooms for 
business administration, social 
sciences and education.

After WWII, the basement 
of South Hall was used for 
military research of ceramics 
for rockets and jet propulsion.

Eventually, the University 
deemed South Hall 

unnecessary, and the building 
was cleared out in 1976. Later 
that year it was leased, at 
no charge, to the Alleghany 
County Association for 
Retarded Citizens. They used 
the space to provide jobs 
for mentally handicapped 
residents of Alleghany County 
until 1987.

The building sat empty 
from 1987 until 1993, when 
Powell Campus Center was 
being built. South Hall acted 
as the campus center and 
student union until Powell’s 
completion, in addition to 
serving as an exhibition space 
for the School of Art and 
Design.

In 1994, South Hall was set 
to be demolished so that the 
plot of land could be turned 

Students learn Chinese calligraphy during the Sept. 25 Moon Festival 
organized by ISSO and the Confucius Institute. 

South Hall, the largest historic building in Alfred, has a complicated past and no clear future.
PHOTOS BY ZACK BLOCK

PHOTO BY DAVID LEMMO
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By Nadine Titus
Billing and Ads Manager

The 42nd annual tree-sitting 
contest took place earlier this 
month in Cohocton, N.Y. (35 
minutes from Alfred), where 
nine bundled-up tree sitters 
dangled in air chairs among the 
trees in front of the Wayland 
school, competing for $300 in 
prize money. The contest start-
ed on Friday, Oct. 2 at 5 p.m. and 
lasted through Sunday, Oct. 4 at 
5 p.m. Two 15-year-old finalists, 
David Lucas and Vanessa How-
ard, made it the entire 48 hours 
without getting down once.

The Cohocton Fall Foliage Fes-
tival has been drawing crowds 
for years with its annual tree-sit-
ting contest. The rules are simple: 
stay in the tree longer than anyone else 
until the contest ends on Sunday at 5 
p.m.

Each contestant is allowed to bring 
anything with them, as long as their 
total weight does not exceed 300lbs, 
but if they drop anything from the tree, 
they are disqualified. If the contestants 
climb down to go to the bathroom, the 
time is deducted. Whoever stays in the 
tree the longest gets $300, a plaque 
and, of course, bragging rights.

Items that most contestants brought 
with them were tarps, warm clothes, 

food, water and entertainment. A for-
gotten iPod was almost the downfall of 
tree-sitter Vanessa Howard, who had 
left the iPod in her car.

This year, David Lucas and Vanessa 
Howard tied for first place, spending 
the total 48 hours in the tree without 
getting down once, not even to use to 
the bathroom. Vanessa stated that she 
had to condition her body by dehydrat-
ing herself the day before the contest 
started so that she would not have to 
use the bathroom during the 48 hours. 
In past contests health has been an is-

sue, but now EMTs check blood pres-
sure and temperature around the clock. 
If a player’s health declines during the 
contest, they can be disqualified.

To settle the tie between Howard 
and Lucas, the finalists had to complete 
activities that tested coordination and 
cognition. The contestants had to put 
together a puzzle and then shoot as 
many basketball hoops as they could 
within a minute.

The students described what it felt 
like to sit in a tree for so long, and of-
fered advice to future tree-sitters. “My 

The Cohocton hang out

By Drawn to Diversity

Just like the Daily Bugle’s 
obsession with exclusive 
photos of Spiderman, the 
Fiat Lux is infatuated with 
the Art Force 5. Alfred’s art 
heroes were spotted this 
past weekend at the Strong 
Museum of Play’s new exhib-
it entitled “American Comic 
Book Heroes: The Battle of 
Good vs. Evil.”

Their good-deed-doing in-
cluded a craft station where 
kids could make customized 
capes and clothespin action 
figures. Each day, the heroes 
performed a 30-minute show 
that promoted diversity and 
shared stories about comic 
book history. The weekend’s 
attendance topped 5,000 
visitors, including one web-
slinging guest from the Mar-
vel universe.

Rumors about the iden-
tities of these art heroes 
are running rampant and 
suspected secret identities 
include senior Carly Cook, 
senior Alex Hoang, first-
year Andrea Castro, senior 
Sondra Perry, first-year Katie 
Wong, sophomore Raymundo 
Vazquez, and director of stu-
dent activities Dan Napolitano. The Fiat Lux has 
confirmed though that any AU student, of any ma-
jor, can join the Drawn to Diversity / Art Force 5 
program.

Next up, the AF5 will travel to the Bronx to col-

laborate with the Equality Charter School. The 
team will create a community art project that helps 
this new school establish their identity and build a 
stronger sense of community. The Fiat Lux will be 
offering cash rewards for photos of this fearsome 
fivesome.

into a ceramics museum. The 
village board voted 6 to 1 for the 
demolition, and there was even 
a ground-breaking ceremony for 
the new building. However, in a 
drastic turn of events, the village 
rescinded the demolition permit, 
and plans to demolish the building 
were postponed.

The Village board learned that 
they did not have permission from 
the National Historic Trust to 
demolish the building. Because it 
was built in 1904, it is considered 
an historic building; in fact, it is 
the largest structure in Alfred’s 
historic district.

Overloaded with official 
paperwork, the University decided 
to keep the building standing and 
look into alternative ideas for its 
use. To renovate the building and 
bring it up to code in 1995 would 

have cost $3 million. 
The other alternative 
was to let it sit. Former 
president Edward Coll 
predicted that the roof 
would collapse in 4 
years, and then the 
building would have to 
be condemned.

Almost 15 years later, 
the roof is still in one 
piece.

A June 1995 article in 
the Alfred Sun quoted 
an employee of Alfred 
University as saying “We 
have no use for it.”

A press release 10 
years later, in April 

2005, by current President 
Charles Edmondson, stated that 
South Hall would be turned into a 
90-bedroom residence hall, which 
would be completed in the Fall 
2006. Over half of the money to 
transform the building came from 
a gift from Arthur and Lea Powell. 
The press release stated that the 
building “will be converted into 
paired bedrooms with a shared 
bathroom between them.”

Plans to turn South Hall into a 
residence hall were postponed in 
the Fall of 2005 due to objections 
from Alfred residents.

In 2007, the cost of renovating 
South Hall ballooned to $8-10 
million.

As of 2 weeks ago, a member of 
AU’s capital operations said that 
there are no plans for South Hall 
at this time.

Art Force 5 climb up to
Rochester

Members of Drawn to Diversity’s Art Force 5 pose Oct. 19 with 
their web-slingling idol Spider-man at the Strong Museum of Play.

legs are really shaky, but 
I think it was worth it for 
sitting and doing noth-
ing,” Howard said.

“It takes a lot of will-
power to get through the 
cold and boredom,” Lu-
cas said, “so bring things 
to keep you entertained. 
Having friends visit you 
helps too, though I didn’t 
get that much sleep.”

In the end, Lucas beat 
Howard by just seconds 
and took on the title of 
first place winner of the 
2009 Cohocton tree sit-
ting contest. He walked 
away $300 richer, with 
an additional prize of 
$25 for being the young-
est contestant. Howard 
won the second place 
prize of $200.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY DRAWN TO DIVERSITY

(Above) Winner of the Cohocton tree-sitting contest David Lucas with his family. 
(Right) Runner-up Vanessa Howard models her tree-sitting apparatus.

PHOTOS BY NADINE TITUS
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Humor

Aries: Your roommate will be distressed to 
find that there is no word in English for the act 
you will commit this week and, in order to discuss 
it, will have to borrow a very dirty one from 
Japanese.

Taurus: What happens in Vegas will refuse 
to stay in Vegas this week, but, hey, if you 
wanted a safe and relaxing vacation why did 
you dabble in genetic engineering?

Gemini: You will discover this week that 
the phrase “many hands make light work” 
only applies to those that are attached to 
people.

Cancer: You will be discouraged this week to 
find that there is still no news on your missing 
pet, though, to be fair, Snuffleupagus isn’t really 
missing, nor is he your pet.

Leo: The simple truth about your moral 
dilemma is this: nobody cares which value 
meal you choose, they just want you to make 
the decision somewhere other than at the 
front of the line.

Virgo: “Less is more” will not apply to you 
this week or, likely any situation dealing with 
blood plasma.

Libra: To many people the cubist works 
of Picasso reflect the interconnectedness 
of all things; for you however, they will be 
a sickening reminder of your disastrous 

misuse of the Slap Chop™.
Scorpio: Despite your great costume, 

virtually no one will be fooled into thinking 
that you are a 170-meter cargo ship called 
the Edmund Fitzgerald.

Sagittarius: You will be cruelly reminded 
of  Asimov’s Three Laws of Robotics this week in 
what the papers will call “a freak accident at the 
auto plant.”

Capricorn: You will contemplate the 
inner workings of the universe this month 
when your grandmother calls the newest 
Maroon Five song “pretty good.”

Aquarius: Although impressive, your 
recreation of Leopold Bloom’s Dublin out of 
mashed potatoes will prove a poor birthday 
present for your mother.

Pisces: Some people feel that the south is 
still fighting the Civil War. Rarely, however, 
has anyone been accused of still fighting the 
war of 1812; your visit to Canada this week 
will change that.

Today’s Birthday: Worry less about 
your physical appearance this year and 
concentrate instead on your deep seated 
personality flaws: beauty may fade, but 
lonely old people throw cats.

About the astrologer:

Chester Lugash (born Chystraslav Lighsh) is a well-
known astrologer whose career has spanned decades. 
Beginning in Communist-controlled Romania during the 
1970s, Chester published a series of horoscopes under 
the heading “Comrade Stalin’s Advice from Beyond the 
Grave.” These short bits of advice, based on the Soviet-style 
metric calendar, were immensely popular with readers 
in Romania and Moldova. After the fall of the Berlin Wall 
(which he accurately predicted in the March 1989 column: 
“Na radnty po russkie: uu mena stoola guvna” or “When 
all else fails, take a sledgehammer or heavy equipment to 
your problems”) his columns were circulated beyond the 
Warsaw Pact countries and he achieved great notoriety in 
Lichtenstein, San Marco and the Vatican City (Pope John 
Paul II is said to have excommunicated him for his April 
1998 column advising Taurus to “1: Find short pier. 2: Begin 
walking. 3: Don’t stop for anything.”)

With his publication in the Fiat Lux, Chester hopes to 
expand his readership beyond postage-stamp countries 
and, possibly, escape his home town of Skatikogorsk for the 
warm weather and economic plenty which, he believes, are 
synonymous with Alfred.

Horrorscopes

Is it true that the Heard it through the Grape-
vine column is going away?

-Dorris H.

Yes Dorris, it is true. Because of lack of stu-
dent involvement, the article Heard it through 
the Grapevine will no longer be printed. Per-
haps we will try to bring it back at a later time, 
but for now there is no need to print the ar-
ticle. Either the students of Alfred University 
have all of their rumors answered or they 
don’t want answers at all.

Have a rumor or a dedication you would like to see in the 
Fiat? Send it to us! Email rumors, pictures, or plaque 
locations to fiatlux@alfred.edu, or snail-mail it to 
Fiat Lux
Attn: Humor
Powell Campus Center
Alfred University
Alfred, NY 14802

Alfred is Dedicated

This dedication 
is fastened to a 
boulder in the 
Bartlett Garden, 
located on the 
green between 
Carnegie Hall and 
the bandstand.

PHOTO BY ZACK BLOCK

A hand-picked dedication 
that preserves a piece of 
little-known Alfred history.
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350
PULL OUT THIS SECTION AND TAPE IT TO YOUR DOOR OR WINDOW TO LET EVERYONE 

KNOW THAT 350 IS THE NUMBER THE HUMAN POPULATION NEEDS TO KNOW!

350 is a worldwide call to action for the human population threatened by climate change. Thousands of events will occur on the Day of Action:
Oct. 24, 2009. 

Keep a look out for more information on events.

Carbon Dioxide (CO2) is the most common greenhouse gas on Earth, causing shifts in our climate resulting in droughts, melting glaciers and dying for-
ests. Right now, mostly due to fossil fuel burning, our atmosphere contains about 387 parts per million (ppm). To give you an idea of how high this number 
really is, for most of human history until about 200 years ago, our CO2 content was 275 ppm. Scientists who have been doing research on climate change 

say we need to bring our CO2 concentration down to 350 ppm in order to avoid the most catastrophic effects of climate change.

This week, look for posters and students with information regarding the number 350. Figure out what you can do to help. Talk to designated students or go 
to http://350.org/. Information and YouTube video links will be posted on Alfred Today each day this week!

Brought to you by Green Alfred and the Fiat Lux
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SportsArts & Entertainment

By Kristin Rubisch
Managing Editor

A developing Performing Arts 
tradition at Alfred University 
is returning to campus on 
Saturday, Oct. 24. The 24 Hour 
Theater Marathon, sponsored 
by the Alfredian Dramatists, 
has been a staple for the acting 
community here for more than 
five years. The event begins on 
Oct. 23, when a team of writers 
gathers in the evening and 
writes several short plays. The 
following morning, a group of 

actors and directors pair up 
with the writers and, in the 
span of twelve hours, memorize, 
block, and perfect the plays for 
an evening performance.

The marathon works on a 
volunteer basis; sign-ups are 
held in the days preceding 
the event for writers, actors, 
and directors. Writers are 
asked to provide a sample in 
the process, but any level of 
experience is acceptable to take 
part. This aspect, in fact, is one 
of the critical selling points 
to participating in the event, 

claims Alfredian Dramatists’ 
President Tyler Mackenzie 
Cummins: “It’s one of the most 
fun and consistent ways that 
we can have a really strong 
piece of one hundred percent 
student work.” Cummins 
continues by adding that it “is 
an opportunity for enormous 
growth” for students, and hopes 
that the event will remain an 
Alfred tradition for years to 
come. He also thinks it is a 
venue to gain experience with 
an instantaneous result, and 
prepares students by giving 

them a glimpse of the rapid 
pace of the world of performing 
arts. Another member of the 
club, Justin Pietropaolo, agrees, 
adding that, “it is a really good 
exercise in creativity.”

Sign-ups will continue 
throughout this week and are 
on the door of the Rod Brown 
Acting Studio, which is on 
the second floor of the Miller 
Performing Arts Center. For 
those students who do not want 
to participate but are interested 
in a night of free entertainment, 
the performance is on Oct. 24 

at 8p.m. in Miller, the exact 
location still to be determined. 
Judging from its continual 
presence and the passion of 
those running the event, it is a 
popular tradition that is sure 
to be a good time for everyone 
involved, whether they are 
acting, writing, directing or 
just enjoying the show. The 
Alfredian Dramatists meet on 
Sundays at 4p.m. in the Rod 
Brown Acting Studio. Questions 
about the event or the club can 
be directed to dramatists@
alfred.edu.

24 Hour Theater Marathon returning to Alfred Oct. 24

By Laura Reyome
Staff Writer

Perhaps you’ve seen the 
flyers around Seidlin, or maybe 
you have a friend doing it, or 
possibly, you have absolutely 
no idea what I am writing 
about—but it is almost that 
time of the year again. I don’t 
mean Christmas or New Year’s 
or anything like that. No, I am 
talking about the most fabulous 
time of the year: November. Yes, 
it might snow. Yes, it’ll probably 
be cold. And yes, you’re 
probably going to be bogged 

down in exams, essays, and all 
sorts of projects, but it is the 
best time of the year! And why 
is that, you might ask? Because 
it is National Novel Writing 
Month. Now, I know some of 
you are making faces or scoffing 
at my obvious excitement 
over this, but indulge me for a 
moment in reveling in the idea 
of attempting to write a novel in 
a month.

National Novel Writing 
Month, or as it is more 
affectionately known by 
those who participate in it, 

NaNoWriMo, is the month 
during which the portion of 
the population that has always 
wished to write a novel tries 
to do so. The goal is to write 
50,000 words in a month, and 
to give you an idea of how 
long that is, my NaNo last year 
(which was just over 50,000 
words) was 93 pages single-
spaced, Times New Roman font 
size 11. Now, cram that word 
count into 30 days and you have 
what NaNo is all about. It isn’t 
about good writing, though 
some might come out of it—it’s 

about forcing yourself to stop 
editing, to stop worrying, and 
to just write. A crazy concept, I 
know.

Last year a group of us 
on campus attempted (and 
succeeded at) the NaNo 
challenge. So, I am throwing 
the gauntlet down to anyone 
who has ever thought of writing 
a novel. Join us! We drink too 
much coffee, think far too much 
about our characters, and 
stay up late more often than 
usual. It is a great way to spend 
November, and who knows? 

You might just get a novel-or at 
least something that resembles 
a novel-out of it.

Want to at least give NaNo 
a shot? Oct. 31, starting at 
11:30 in the Honors House (8 
Park St.), there will be a kick-
off to November. Once it hits 
midnight, everyone will start 
writing. Feel free to drop by, and 
bring a friend, or maybe some 
coffee!

To learn more about 
NaNoWriMo, please check out 
http://www.nanowrimo.org!

NaNoWriMo: 50,000 words in a month!

GLBT History Month, Spectrum-style
By Leah Houk
A&E Editor

October is National GLBT His-
tory Month, and Spectrum has 
been working hard to educate 
the campus about GLBT issues, 
both at their meetings and at 
campus-wide events.

Oct. 11 is National Coming 
Out Day, when students with 
non-straight identities are en-
couraged to “come out of the 
closet” to their friends, fam-
ily and coworkers. GLBT History 
Month evolved out of that, and 
is intended to foster openness 
and honest discussion about be-
ing lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gendered or a number of other 
terms that people may use to 
define their non-straight sexual 
orientation or gender.

On Oct. 8, Spectrum members 
sat at a table outside Powell Cam-

pus Center and gave away free t-
shirts with the words “Gay? Fine 
by me” printed across the front. 
This t-shirt giveaway has been 
a Spectrum tradition for years, 
and it is always a popular event. 
Students, faculty and staff who 
already owned shirts wore them 
to show their support. President 
of Spectrum Mykel Haney used 
the t-shirt giveaway as an op-
portunity to educate the cam-
pus, via trivia questions, about 
GLBT issues.

“I was somewhat shocked 
about the lack of education 
many people had in the area of 
gay history,” Haney said. “How-
ever, I must say that the students 
and faculty were very eager to 
learn more about it. Overall, this 
year’s t-shirt extravaganza went 
splendidly.”

Spectrum members set up a 
giant calendar on the second 

floor of the Powell Campus Cen-
ter for GLBT History Month, 
which showcases a different 
non-straight icon each day. Ev-
ery day another icon is added to 
the calendar.

According to junior theater 
major and Vice President of 
Spectrum Emily Dowd, the club 
itself is thriving.

“I’m not sure about the exact 
numbers,” she said, “but not only 
do we have many people come to 
the meetings, but we have been 
able to keep a stable number 
of members—more than I re-
member there being in the past 
couple of years. I think that the 
events have been going well, and 
we’ve been trying to do more 
bonding-type activities outside 
of the meetings this semester.”

The meeting topics so far this 
semester have ranged from dis-
cussions of legislation in various 

states to the real meaning of the 
ever-lengthening “queer alpha-
bet,” which currently includes G 
(gay), L (lesbian) B (bisexual), T 
(transgendered), T (transsexu-
al), Q (queer), Q (questioning), I 
(intersex) and A (ally). As usual, 
at the meeting that fell closest to 
National Coming Out Day, mem-
bers of the club shared their per-
sonal coming out stories, which 
ranged from funny to deeply 
sad. The more difficult stories, 
which mainly dealt with non-
acceptance by family members, 
underscored the importance of 
the club in providing a safe, ac-
cepting environment for non-
straight students at AU.

Spectrum members took a bus 
to Rochester to see two films at 
the ImageOut film festival at The 
Little Theatre in Rochester on 
Saturday, Oct. 17, and they will 
be putting on a traditionally in-

teractive performance of “The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show” at 
8 p.m. on Halloween in Nevins 
Theater.

“We have an almost complete-
ly new cast from last year,” Dowd 
said, “so it will be a new experi-
ence for everyone.”

AU Professor of History Vicki 
Eaklor, who is the author of 
“Queer America: A GLBT History 
of the 20th Century,” will give a 
lecture titled “Gay History Im-
portance and Icons” at 6 p.m. on 
Oct. 27 in Nevins Theater.

On Nov. 14, Spectrum will host 
their biannual themed dance 
party, Glam Slam. The theme for 
this semester is “Rainbow Rave.”

Spectrum meets Wednesdays 
at 6 p.m. in the Multicultural 
Suite in Powell Campus Center.

By Leah Houk
A&E Editor

October is National GLBT His-
tory Month, and Spectrum has 
been working hard to educate 
the campus about GLBT issues, 
both at their meetings and at 
campus-wide events.

Oct. 11 is National Coming 
Out Day, when students with 
non-straight identities are en-
couraged to “come out of the 
closet” to their friends, fam-
ily and coworkers. GLBT History 
Month evolved out of that, and 
is intended to foster openness 
and honest discussion about be-
ing lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-
gendered or a number of other 
terms that people may use to 
define their non-straight sexual 
orientation or gender.

On Oct. 8, Spectrum members 
sat at a table outside Powell Cam-

pus Center and gave away free t-
shirts with the words “Gay? Fine 
by me” printed across the front. 
This t-shirt giveaway has been 
a Spectrum tradition for years, 
and it is always a popular event. 
Students, faculty and staff who 
already owned shirts wore them 
to show their support. President 
of Spectrum Mykel Haney used 
the t-shirt giveaway as an op-
portunity to educate the cam-
pus, via trivia questions, about 
GLBT issues.

“I was somewhat shocked 
about the lack of education 
many people had in the area of 
gay history,” Haney said. “How-
ever, I must say that the students 
and faculty were very eager to 
learn more about it. Overall, this 
year’s t-shirt extravaganza went 
splendidly.”

Spectrum members set up a 
giant calendar on the second 

floor of the Powell Campus Cen-
ter for GLBT History Month, 
which showcases a different 
non-straight icon each day. Ev-
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Eaklor, who is the author of 
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of the 20th Century,” will give a 
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PBK to sponsor “Wit and Wisdom Award”

Sports
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Jumps

By Ian Cramer
Opinions Editor

The first thing Herrick librar-
ian Dave Snyder said about his 
100-mile bike ride from Almond 
to Olean was that it was not a 
race, it was a ride.

Every year during the last week 
of September, Almond holds a 
century bicycle ride, where par-

ticipants ride 100 miles from Al-
mond to Olean and back.

Snyder explained that the first 
ride took place in 1895 by mem-
bers of the Alfred Cycling Club. 
Of the recorded participants, 
15 finished the race. Back then, 
they rode wooden bikes known 
as ‘bonecrushers’ on dirt and 
gravel roads.

In 1995, local 5th and 6th 

graders researched what it was 
like to live in Alfred 100 years 
earlier. They stumbled upon 
articles about the century ride, 
and pushed local members of 
the community to do a reenact-
ment ride. In September 1995, 
72 riders started out on a route 
that had not been ridden in 100 
years.

This modern ride was used as 

a fundraiser to purchase bicycle 
helmets for children of Allegany 
county. The responsibility of or-
ganizing the ride was given to 
the Genesee Valley Chapter of 
Habitat for Humanity. As Snyder 
explained, they “dropped the 
ball” and the event fizzled.

In 2006, the organizational 
responsibility was then handed 
over to the Alfred University 

chapter of Habitat for Humanity, 
and the event was a big success, 
as it continues to be. Today, the 
proceeds raised by the event are 
split between the two chapters 
of Habitat for Humanity.

If you would like to participate 
in Habitat for Humanity or find 
out more about the ride, contact 
Dave Snyder at snyderd@alfred.
edu.

A snapshot of Alfred history: The century ride

By Justin McCombs
Sports Editor

The U.S. men’s soccer team 
came away with a 2-2 draw 
against Costa Rica Oct. 14 in a 
World Cup-qualifying game. The 
U.S. team is lucky that they’ve 
already qualified for the World 
Cup, because their play was 
somewhat flat last Wednesday. 

This is largely related to the 
loss of Charlie Davies. Davies, a 
striker and a young sensation 
for the U.S., suffered serious in-
juries and lost his close friend 
Ashley Roberta in a car accident 
last Tuesday. The team greatly 
missed Davies’ play Wednesday. 
Lately, he has been a force for 
the U.S., often scoring two goals 

per match. His shots aren’t his 
only vital skills; his passing is 
also world class. Davies is ex-
tremely good at setting up plays, 
rather than just spontaneously 
scoring. It is almost certain that 
he will miss all of the World Cup 
due to injury, so the U.S. has a lot 
of slack to pick up.

Though the team will miss Da-

vies, the U.S. still possesses some 
of the world’s best players. One 
of them is Jozy Altidore, another 
young striker. Altidore has ex-
tremely consistent and accurate 
shots. He said in an interview on 
ESPN.com that the game against 
Costa Rica was a good experi-
ence for him and his teammates 
because they were subject to the 

types of adversity (like Davies’ 
absence) that might appear in 
future World Cup matches.

With the World Cup right 
around the corner, the U.S. has 
some work to do to fill the shoes 
of Charlie Davies. Although this 
is a big obstacle, there are still 
some very solid players making 
their names for the U.S.

U.S. Mens Soccer: Adversity and the World Cup

resulted from a meeting of 
tour guides was conducted by 
Kallay this summer in an effort 
to find out what else AU can do 
to improve tours. 

The $87,000 bike was the 

creation of artist/inventor Eric 
Staller. AU was able to afford it 
courtesy of a donor. The CoBi-
7 is red now, but plans to make 
it some form of purple and 
gold over the winter break 
are in the making, with help 
from the Bicycle Man in Alfred 
Station.

The bike tour is now 
offered along with or instead 
of the default tour,  weather 
permitting. Families who 
choose to take the bike tour are 
given free tour guide shirts. 

The bike tours are about 15 
to 20 minutes long. The tour 
makes a complete circle around 

the campus down Academic 
Alley, then up behind Ade 
Dining Hall, following the road 
behind the Science center, then 
back to Alumni Hall, usually 
not stopping. 

If there is an empty seat, an 
occasional stop is made to give 
rides to those walking. That 

way, visitors have a chance 
to make a deeper connection 
with some AU community 
members.

“They may come back and 
say, ‘I remember you from that 
bike tour,’” said Bailey with a 
smile, “already a connection is 
made.”

Bicycle...
continued from front page 
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After five weeks of NFL 
football, it is becoming rather 
apparent whether teams 
are legitimate contenders, 
pretenders, or just flat out 
dismal (See: Oakland Raiders). 
It is time to analyze the seasons 
thus far of the three New York 
football teams, and determine 
where each team stands.

Bills: It seems like decades 
ago that the Bills entered the 
fourth quarter of their opening 
week, Monday night showdown 
with New England, looking as if 
they, not the Patriots, might be 
the best team in the AFC East 
division this year. However, 
a few defensive blunders, 
combined with a severe case 
of amnesia displayed by kick 
returner Leonis McKelvin over 
the next few minutes, caused 
the Bills to once again break 
the hearts of western New 
Yorkers. Despite being 1-4 and 
coming off of a brutal loss to the 

previously winless Cleveland 
Browns, I will not go so far 
as to call the Bills “dismal,” if 
nothing else for fear of all the 
death threats I might receive 
in the center of such a loyal 
fan base. In fact, despite their 
early season struggles, the Bills 
stand only two games back 
from the division-leading Jets 
and Patriots, and could possibly 
claw their way back with a 
couple of big wins. In order for 
this hypothetical miracle to 
happen, however, the Bills have 
a number of questions they 
need to answer.

1.) Is Dick Jauron the man at 
fault for all of Buffalo’s offensive 
woes?

Though he has received a 
tentative vote of confidence 
from ownership, many fans 
forced to witness Sunday’s 
debacle firsthand were calling 
for Jauron’s head.

2.) Should T.O. be gone by the 
trading deadline?

The argument here is that if 
the Bills do not view themselves 

as contenders this season, why 
eat up all of Owens’ salary, 
when there are teams out there 
looking to add a go-to receiver? 
If the Bills can get future draft 
picks for Owens, it may be best 
to unload his contract and the 
potential media clips he will 
soon provide if Trent Edwards 
does not start looking his way 
more often, which leads us to 
our third question.

3.) When is Trent Edwards 
going to throw the ball 
downfield?

While he has the luxury of 
two very capable running backs 
behind him in Marshawn Lynch 
and Fred Jackson, Edwards 
must attempt to stretch the field 
more often. It seems as if every 
Bills passing play results in a 
screen pass to a running back. 
The Bills currently have two Pro 
Bowl receivers, so it is not like 
there’s nobody open downfield.

Buffalo must quickly find 
answers to these questions if 
they hope to right the ship and 
save a season that is quickly 

going in the wrong direction.
Jets: The Jets got off to a fast 

3-0 start behind their trash-
talking coach and aggressive 
defense that boasts the most 
swagger in the national football 
league. The past two weeks 
have been hiccups for this team, 
however, as Mark Sanchez gift-
wrapped two touchdowns for 
the Saints in week four’s 24-10 
loss, and the Miami Dolphins 
Wildcat offensive scheme 
trod all over the Jets defense 
this past Monday night on the 
way to another 31-27 defeat. 
At 3-2, it is difficult to gauge 
whether this team is a bona fide 
contender, or merely another 
pretender. The team has 
endured some of the hardships 
to be expected when a rookie 
quarterback is under center, 
although it appears that Mark 
Sanchez is going to be a stud 
in this league. The rest of the 
team around the quarterback is 
ready to win, and the addition 
of the highly talented, highly 
controversial wide receiver 

Braylon Edwards should kick-
start the offense. At this point, 
it wouldn’t be a surprise if the 
Jets win this division, behind a 
stingy defense and improved 
play from Sanchez.

Giants: Big Blue appears to 
be the class of the NFL at this 
point, standing at 5-0 going 
into this weekend’s showdown 
against the undefeated 
Saints. The Giants trounce 
the lesser competition, and 
grind out the tougher games 
with a two headed monster at 
running back consisting of the 
thunderous Brandon Jacobs, 
and the lightning quick Ahmad 
Bradshaw. Quarterback Eli 
Manning has thus far played like 
the $100 million player that he 
is, and while Plaxico Burress 
is experiencing prison food 
on Rikers Island, previously 
unheralded wide receiver Steve 
Smith has stepped up to lead 
the league in receptions and 
yards. This team is a finely oiled 
machine that, at this point, may 
well be the Super Bowl favorite.

Griffin Taylor
Staff Writer

Oct. 15 marked the official 
start to the basketball season 
for the Alfred University men’s 
basketball team, and one need 
only to spend a few moments in 
the locker room to pick up on 
the shared sense of optimism 
that resonates in this year’s 
squad. Although last year’s 8-17 
record may not seem to stand 
out, the team has made great 
strides, playing bigger, deeper 
teams in very close games, 
despite learning a new offense 
on the fly.

The returners, in dire need 
of reinforcements last season 
due to a rash of unforeseen 
injuries, welcome eleven new 
faces, and all are excited about 
the potential contributions 
the freshman class has to 
offer. A brief glance at an 
everyday practice provides a 
very accurate example of the 
positive chemistry among 
this team. Head coach Dale 
Wellman, who holds his 
players to a high standard, 
is also quick to offer positive 

encouragement whenever he 
sees the opportunity. Wellman 
is entering his second year as 
the head coach of the men’s 
team, and is very excited at 
the prospects of the upcoming 
season.

As for the players, the team 
is excited about the fact that 
it kept nearly all of its scoring 
from last season, with the 
exception of forward Carl 
Embury, who graduated. The 
team is anchored by senior 
captains Jared Patt and Robert 
Barry. Patt has been an integral 
piece of the team’s rotation the 
previous three seasons, doing 
an admirable job playing out 
of position last year. Barry is 
only in his second season with 
the team, but showed such 
promise last season, both on the 
court as the team’s top outside 
threat and off the court with his 
leadership capabilities, that he 
was awarded co-captainship 
this year.

The team also returns its 
spectacular backcourt tandem 
from last season, junior guards 
Gary Kwiecien and Mike 
Stopera. Kwiecien and Stopera 

fielded one of the best assist-to-
turnover ratios of any backcourt 
in the country last year, despite 
logging an unprecedented 
number of minutes. The fact 
that both guards took such good 
care of the ball, despite battling 
extreme fatigue in nearly every 
contest, is a real testament to 
the basketball IQ possessed by 
both of these players.

Stopera, the team’s leading 
scorer, was also amongst the 
conference leaders in a number 
of categories, including points 
per game, minutes played and 
free throws attempted. Said 
Stopera, “I worked hard over 
the summer so that I could build 
on the progress that I made 
individually last year, but my 
real goal is to help the team play 
meaningful games in March.”

In order for the team to play 
in March, it has to place in 
the top four of the Empire 8 
conference, which it views as 
an attainable goal. The team’s 
first game is on October 29th, 
and they encourage students to 
attend what promises to be a 
number of very intense games 
this year.

Hoop dreams: AU basketball begins season

ARCHIVE PHOTO
Former men’s basketball captain Carl Embury during the 
2007 basketball season.

Griffin Taylor
Staff Writer


