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TechnoBeat 

Cómputers to replace administration; 
"Economically feasible," says Ed Coll 
by Paul Doje, staff 
Members of the Alfred University adminis-
tration will be replaced by machines by 2002. 
The plan to phase out organic administra-

tion was passed by an overwhelming 11-1 
yote by the AU board of trustees Thursday, 
March 25,1993. 
"I think it's a move in the right direction" 

said President Edward G. Coll, Jr. 
"Computerizing the administration makes 
economic sense." 

The plan will be implemented by January, 
2002. The entire installation will cost $1 
billion dollars. 

"We see this plan as practically paying for 
itself by the year 21352" said Peter Fackler, 
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vice-president in charge of finance. 
The computer system itself will be based on 

the VAX/VMS system currently in use on 
AU's campus. Students will be able to 
connect to faculty through on-campus 
terminals. According to a press release from 
Atash Technologies, the Minneapolis-based 
company that has designed "Administration 
for Windows" and "Macintosh Faculty," two 
best-selling entry level faculty simulations, 
"this is the most powerful release of our 
program ever. The move from program-
ming for personal computers has been a great 
one...we're very proud of ourselves." 

In a March 28 press conference, Atash 

Tickets go on sale today for 
performance art show. 

The King and I, " a one man 

Meet 
Clarence," 

a retired racehorse who did not 
quite make it to heaven. To earn 
his wings, he needs to save a soul. 

a 

Don't miss the moving, timeless tail of 
how Clarence tries to earn his wings 
by helping a young filly, Georgia 
Baley, see that this side of the fence 
is where the greener grass grows. 

HORSEHEADS PICTURES presents "ITS A WONDERFUL 
PASTURE" an UNBRIDLED production, starring RED CHALK RUN 
as CLARENCE and SEASHELL CORNERS as GEORGIA BALEY 

Technologies stated "the new administration 
will be 200% faster, 130% more effective, 
and will cooperate 100%." "Of course, they 
won't be the same" said Provost Richard W. 
Ott. "For instance, we can't program a 
computer to guest host Friday Night Live." 

According to Connie Beckman, director of 
AU's computing services, "What the system 
will essentially be is a series of large 
computers with the administration's brains 
coded into them. This will eliminate any sort 
of problems with say, replacing a president 
after death. These things are immortal. This 
will truly make AU a world-class campus." 

Continued on Pg 4 

Super Heroes 
On Kampus 
(S.H.O.K.) come 
out of the 
phone booth 
by David P. Holmes, mutant 
The AU community received a shock to their 
systems as area superheroes and mutants 
"came out of the phone booth" and 
announced their presence to the campus. 

Super Heroes On Kampus, or S.H.O.K. is 
an organization dedicated to obtaining and 
preserving the constitutional rights of men 
and women with extraordinary abilities. 
The group's president is senior Gene Mix, 

also known as "The Mighty Hairspray." 
Apparently, Mix is able to use his powers to 
change any persons hair into a white, 
straight, wavy conglomeration that will not 
move out of place in the most vicious of 
gales. President Coll has no comment. 

S.H.O.K.'s treasurer is junior Lotta Savings, 
also known as "Wrecking Ball." Saving's 
reputed power is the ability to turn historic, 
famous buildings into suitcases filled with 
twenty dollar bills. 
Other members of the group include Bill 

Student, who can change numbers on tuition 
receipts, Mary M. Cultural, whos only power 
seems is the creation of unheard of minorities 
who demand coverage in local newspapers 
and a week of their own in the school 
calender, and Li Bell Suit, who can create 
newspapers full of seemingly meaningless 
articles. 

Sam the Ram 
spotted in 
Microcosm of 
Coil's dreamhouse 
by Aicrad Sirrah 
The following information was leaked to the 
Fiat Lux by Susan Smith, acting dean of 
students, who wishes to remain anonymous. 

Sam the African Sherbert Ram was seen late 
in th^ evening of March 22, taking a leak on 
the cast iron bird guarding President Coil's 
property while impersonating Sammy Davis, 
Jr. with a heart murmur. 

Police arrived on the scene at 1:15 p.m. to 
find the mammal feverishly fertilizing the 
grounds of Coil's modest country estate. 

The Ram claimed that he was protesting 
President Coil's failure to fulfill his promise 
to lend his celebrity name to Sam the Ram's 
Nuclear Weapons Petting Zoo for Kneecap 
Impaired Children of New York State. 

According to the Ram, Coll agreed to table 
dance that evening in the Lil' Alf Cafe in his 
latest purchase from the Jose' Eber Feather 
Delight Fashion Collection. 

Deputy Shantyking recalled being com-
pletely unable to decipher anything Sam was 
saying as he raced around the rust-resistant 
fowl, only pausing every three minutes to lift 
a hind leg and relieve himself. 

"Uh, yup. He was just running around the 
bird with his suit jacket flapping open and 
singing or something," said Shantyking. "It 
was like he was pocessed or something." 

Sam the Ram maintains that he did not at 
any point mention Velveeta cheese that 
evening. He did however offer a reason for 
his Sammy Davis, Jr. attire. 
"Mecca Lecca Hi Mecca Heini Ho," stated 

the Ram. 
Sam the Ram is currently being held in the 

Alfred Village Playpen for the Few Insane 
Enough to be Criminal. 

Several AU students who had arrived an 
hour earlier to protest the treatment of the 
scrambled eggs in the dining halls, witnessed 

Continued on Pg 2 

Dean of Business School Hired 
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University should abolish teaching 
positions, automate curriculum 

Jy Chad R. Bowman, spud 
In this recessionary environ-

''ment, a great many concerns 
/plague individuals, corpora-

tions, and non-profit institutions alike. One 
such concern involves making money. 

The philosophy behind making money 
seems simple—spend less than you earn. In 
practice, however, such a maxim is hard to 
implement. 

AU faces a fiscal crisis as many other 
institutions do. Since the administration's 
priorities clearly revolve around building 
new facilities to make the campus more 
attractive to potential consumers, a course of 
action is clear. 

President Coll should abolish most teaching 
positions. 

Once said, the need for this step becomes 
apparent—after all, a majority of AU's 
annual expenditures goes to to teacher 
salaries. The elimination of professors frees 
up more working capital for worthwhile 
goals such as a fully-functional campus mall, 
a local airport and high-rise office buildings. 

Just think of the progress possible without 
the burden of paying salaries and benefits to 
a bunch of academics who serve no direct 
monetary purpose. The logistics of this bold 
step might be confusing, but all would 
benefit in the end. 

Much of the business, history, philosophy, 
psychology, political science, hard sciences 
and engineering programs involve learning 
from textbooks. These books embody the 
most unrealized asset at AU! By 
requiring students to read the books, 
a plethora of classes can be immedi-
ately cut from the schedule. And 
AU makes money off the sales 
of the books! 

The main unresolved question 
involves evaluation and grading. With the 
elimination of professors, how will the 
students be graded? 

Once again, the answer becomes clear. Hire 
two secretaries for each division—their 
salaries are much lower than a typical 
professor's. These secretaries could write up 
multiple-choice quizzes based solely on the 
reading. These tests would be easy, but that 
serves its purpose. Why should AU fail any 

student? 
Should a 
student fail, 
he or she 
may not 
return; AU 
will lose a 
valuable 
customer. 

All students 
should get 
good grades 
and a degree 
so they can 
get good 
jobs and 
donate large 
sums of cash 
to the 
university alumni fund. 

It may be important to keep one big-name 
professor in each department for PR purpos-
es. This person could give interviews and, if 
necessary, answer any questions a student 
might have. 

AU could still brag about its faculty without 
supporting a largely useless cadre of high-
priced, over-educated curmudgeons. 

Other departments which involve process 
learning might be more difficult. 
Mathematics, writing, art and engineering 
cannot wholly be absorbed through books. 
Once again, the solution is clear. AU already 
has the resources to replace human-guided 

process learning—its computer 
facilities. 

Courses could be designed as 
video games to make the process of 

learning as enjoyable as possible. 
The bottom line I m a g> n e . a rotisserie baseball 

league could teach statistics and 
probability, a Pac-Man spinoff could teach 
graph theory and a debating game could 
teach persuasion and thesis-writing. The 
possibilities are endless. 

The startup cost of replacing teachers with 
video games might be significant; however, 
once established, dozens of faculty positions 
can be axed. 

Grading could be based on high scores in the 
video games—thus, a perfectly competitive, 

A new kind of 
administrator 

fair structure determines student evaluation. 
The stickiest detail of this plan involves red 

tape. By unfortunate circumstance, tenure 
protects many AU faculty. However, there 
are solutions. 

If AU stops hiring or granting tenure, it will 
experience a gradual reduc-
tion in faculty through 
natural attrition. This 
process can be 
accelerated by offering 
the faculty low pay 
raises, thus creating 
motivation to look 
elsewhere for a job. 

A final tool available to the shrewd admin-
istrator is the closing of departments. The 
Nursing school and several graduate pro-
grams have been eliminated this way. 

By under-funding departments, students 
transfer elsewhere. Then the administrator 
can cite "lack of student interest," close the 
department and reopen it as an automated 
department several years later. 

Once students are relieved of the arcane 
burden of attending lectures, extra-curricular 
activities will likely boom. AU students will 
enter the job market with a full resume to 
accompany their diploma. 

What more could AU possibly do for its 
customers? 

ANIMALi vioiationiLOVERS 
DOGGIE Domination 

pick your pedigree, you want it? we got it! 

Recreational phone 
conversations with 
mans best friend. 

RIDE THE 
TROLLEY 

Alfred University's own intercampus 
transportation system will be on line 

by spring 2877 . You pay now for con-

struction and your progeny will 

benefit from the luxury of never 

having to walk to class. 

•••Sam the Ram 
From Pg 1 
the Ram in action. 

"Oh maw Gawd, oh maw Gawd, oh maw 
Gawd," wheezed communications major, 
Sally Pinksweater. 

"Like, hey man, like I can dig his style," 
said Eddie Van Krustybloodyboy, a psychot-
ic engineer at AU. "He reminds me of my 
father, and like, you know, that makes me 
feel so weeeird." 

Emergency enema treatment was available 
for witnesses who went into anal retentive 
shock. 

Sam the Ram has been arrested 432 times in 
the last month. The charges include trying to 
shave the head of a chic president, attempting 
to pull the plug on an inflatable provost, and 
conspiring to come up with a reasonable 
tuition figure for the 1993-94 academic year, 
without forcing students to seek shelter in 
nearby Harlem. 

Sam has also been accused of refusing to 
speak politically incorrect pig latin in 16 
countries. 

History ^ 
For many years, people have wondered who 
founded Alfred. Numbers of people believe 
that Seventh Day Baptists settled the Alfred 
area. But others aren't so sure. 

Rune stones and mysterious cave paintings 
of square-sailed ships sailing down 
Kanakadea Creek towards Hornell have led 
some to a different conclusion. 

Artifacts unearthed at the future site of the 
Franklin W. Olin business building ended the 
Alfred Viking controversy once and for all. 
The Alfred Historical Society (AHS) has 
maintained since its founding in 1839 that 
Vikings did indeed inhabit the Alfred area for 
a short period of time, circa 983. 

Ten years ago the AHS held a festival that 
reinacted, with many embelishments, the 
coming of the Vikings 1000 years previous-
ly. This festival included many prominant 
members of the Alfred community dressing 
up as Viking men and women who ceremo-
niously traded red cloth for food and 
swapped pretty stones with other Alfredians 
who were dressed up as the Senecas that 
once lived in this area. The "Vikings" even 
went so far as to build a small model of the 
Steinheim which is now known to be of 
Viking construction. 

Until the new artifacts were found, the AU 
administration had been AHS' most vocal 
opponents. Edward G. Coll, president of AU 
was quoted as saying "In my opinion, there is 
in no way enough proof of this supposed 
settlement for me, or the AU campus as a 
whole to acknowledge its possible exis-
tence." An especially sore point for AU was 
the Steinheim itself. The official story that 
has been told until recently was that Jonathan 
Allen, second president of AU, had actually 
built the castle. In fact, Allen merely 
transformed the already existing building into 
a museum. 
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Patron St. of Alfred named 
This photograph was taken by the talented and beloved Christa Neu. May her days be long and prosperous. 

Hundreds of sinners and wretches found new 
meaning in life this week when Paul Strong 
was named the Patron Saint of Alfred. 

"I am a Paul Strong true believer. Make that 
a Saint Paul Strong true believer," said one 
AU student "It happened to me on a windy 
day in January. I had heard of the new Paul 
Strong Believer's Movement (PSBM), but I 
thought it was just a joke. 

"I was near the statue of King Alfred, one 
of my personal heros, discussing the merits 
of APO's night under the stars and the need 
for more garters. We often have such 
discussions. I saw The Great Strong standing 
under the statue with a benign smile on his 
face. At first I was jealous. Then, my world 
was forever altered. 

"A light came down from the heavens and 
struck the statue full on the head. I fell to my 
knees, he figurine became awash with 
heavenly brilliance. From the book of all 
knowledge, held in My King's outstretched 
hand came a blinding light that stuck Dr. 
Strong full on the head. 

"It was a sign. For the first time in all of 
our conversations, King Alfred gave me 
something. He gave me the messiah. I 
bowed down, full of religious ecstacy. The 
Holy Strong said 'Arise my daughter, and be 
not afraid. Yea, though I am divine, I have 
great joy in my heart for thee. Go, and tell the 
wonderful truth! And pass out these Hershy 
kisses!' He then wsa carried to the heavens in 
a flaming chariot drawn by winged horses." 

Strong has issued a press release announc-

Paul Strong: Patron St. of Alfred 

ing that anyone in need of a miracle could 
make an appointment with his office 
although he's "pretty busy a lot of the time 
writing the 'Honors Envoy' and stuff." 

Students and citizens alike have bene 
flocking to Seidlin in order to fulfil their 
pilgrimage requirement. With ID, students 
also can receive one credit hour towards 
graduation. 

Strong has a very enthusiastic following. 
According to Barry DeVries, an AU under-
grad, "I have been spreading the word to all 

who will listen. Hear me, heathen, and 
rejoice! Saint Strong is the blessed one for 
whom we have waited. He is full of love and 
peace. All shall flock to his standard." 

Students aren't the only ones caught up in 
Strong-mania. In honor of Saint Strong, Ade 
has introduced a "Strong Chocolate Bliss 
Cake." The bookstore is running a special 
sale of posters, potholders and salt shakers in 
the image of the almighty Patron Saint of 
Alfred. Quote books and coffee mug grails 
are also available. 

World 
by David P. Holmes, pointless writer 
Earlier this week, cult leader Edward 
Collesh declared the autonomy of a small 
college town in New York State from the 
United States of America. Collesh has over 
2,000 followers. 

Agents from the Bureau of Underground 
Logistical Locations, or BULL, are 
scheduled to begin talks with Collesh 
tomorrow. 

Collesh has only recently been released 
from a 17 year term in Attica Prison for 
charges of polygamy, vandalism of historic 
buildings, brainwashing, window washing 
without a licence and smuggling arms 
across the Mexican border inside the seven 
pounds of hair-gel on his head. 

Somalian peace talks came to an end this 
friday when President Clinton, on a visit to 
the war-torn country, went out jogging and 
mistook a small child for a cheeseburger. 
Somalian leaders called it "an outrage," 
while Clinton claimed it was in need of 
ketchup. 

Another Elvis sighting was reported in 
Alfred, New York earlier this week. Over 
200 witnesses saw the dead king arise from 
bedrock unearthed from the construction of 
the new Powell Campus Center. Elvis 
reputedly shot members of a right-wing 
religious group, shouted "Rock And Roll 
Lives!" and took off on a Harley with 
Abbie Hoffman. 

Join Alfred's interplanetary 
exchange program 
Learn what it is like to live, work and study in an 
environment that does not support life as we know it. 

Have you 
scratched 
your ears 
today? 
The end is 
near and the 
Messiah is coming, so 
let those nails grow 
and start scratching up 
for a better after life! 

Time is running out! 

On the lighter side, the flooding resulting 
from the severe snowstorm that racked 
most of the country two weeks ago has 
ended, leaving in its wake a tide of destruc-
tion unrivalled in this century. 

The American Association for the 
betterment of excessively 
berated birds will be chang-

ing its meeting time 
to Monday 

morninga at 
10 
O'Clock. 

FN 
April 2 

10:30pm 
Holmes 
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This needs a headline Freak 
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Dean of Business School F ired 

...Computers 

fty Peter Amita, staff writer 
An archeological goldmine was uncovered at 
the future sight of the Frank W. Olin building. 

Several remnants of Viking civilization were 
uncovered by workmen at the construction 
site, including three swords, several cases of 
mixed nuts, and thirty or forty finely wraught 
bronze dental dams. 

"This is the largest collections of bronze 
dental dams in mid-state New York, I'm pretty 
sure" said Walter Emler, Alfred geologist. 
"What amazes me is why." 

Vikings were parthenogenetic and all-male, 
according to recent work by Smithsonian 
Institution archeologist Mary Tramiel. 
"Apparently the dental dams were ceremonial. 
This explains their unusual size." 

According to Emler, the dental dams, which 
closely resemble shields and are decorated 
with various symbols, are clearly not shields. 

From Pg 1 
Beckman declined comment on the actual 
method used to develop administration on 
computer, although she did state that many 
Japanese universities already use the system. 

The computer system will include replace-
ments for President, vice-presidents, all 
deans, and provosts. 

When asked whether the program might 
have negative aspects, Coll said "Well, of 
course, there are negative aspects. 
Computers cannot wear sweaters or strong 
cologne. But overall, I'm not concerned. It 

"No. I don't think the Vikings used shields. 
What do you think? I can't think of anything 
that they could be besides dams of that sort." 

"There's a lot of politically incorrect thought 
that insists that the Vikings were big, brutish 
men who ate whole chickens and things like 
that and that's totally biased. Vikings were fine 
poets and, although their work in oil-painting is 
lost to us, it's obvious that they were very 
loving and caring. I'm sure that the dental 
dams served as a ceremonial reminder of the 
female side of each Viking," said Tramiel. 

"I think this is great" said President Edward 
G. Coll. "AU is a pioneer in Viking feminist 
studies." 
"For God's sake, they're weapons or shields 

or something. What the hell is wrong with this 
administration?" said one male AU student 
who asked to remain nameless. 

seems clear that this is the future of AU." 
According to an AU press release dated 

March 31,1993, "tuition increase to pay for 
the new system will not be more than 632% a 
year, in keeping with inflation." 
"That's Bolivian inflation," said Fackler. 

"In keeping with AU's international growth 
program, we are raising tuition according to 
another country's inflation rate. That Bolivia 
has the highest inflation rate of any country 
in the world is pure coincidence." 
When asked whether the new system might 

jeopardize their careers, faculty appeared 

unconcerned. "I think we all are unafraid to 
yield to progress. The university comes first" 
said Coll. 
"Organic things make me nervous. In fact, 

I'm working right now on encoding myself 
in Fortran" said Donald Flurn, AU sopho-
more and ceramic engineer. "I think it's a 
great idea." However, Mary Werzheimer, 
AU senior with an Art/Design major, sees 
things differently. "I think we might abolish 
all faculty and replace them with installation 
sculptures" she said. 
Coll declined comment on questions 

concerning his 52% controlling interest in 
Atash Technologies. 

NOTICE 
I refuse to 
do another 
stupid ad. 

drowning 
ends 
Water Polo 
Season 
by David P. Holmes, non-sequitor 
AU's newly-formed water polo team ended a 
short season yesterday when Bullet, their only 
remaining horse, drowned. 

This was during the first week of practice for 
the team. They have lost a total of twenty-
seven horses. Their first competition was 
scheduled for April 2nd. 
Coach J. M. Alpo stated that the horse was 

lost because his horseshoes were too heavy. 
According to Alpo, the horses carcass will be 
donated to a "personal charity." 
"I just can't believe we lost another one!" 

exclaimed Shirley Nofloat, the team's captain. 
"We've tried everything from water wings to 
anchors and nothing seems to keep them up in 
the deep end." 
As if the team doesn't have enough prob-

lems, they now face a lawsuit from Animal 
Rights Anonymous, on grounds of extreme 
stupidity. 

Alpo claims the suit is "nothing but a farce 
intended to reduce my credibility as a 
sportsman." 
One team member, who wishes for personal 

reasons to remain anonymous, said "I just 
think we were doing something...wrong! It 
didn't seem right that our mallets were made 
out of styrafoam. I guess we didn't have what 
it takes to be a team." 
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