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Trio of candidates vies for presidential ballots 
Joseph 
DiCarlo 
3rd yr./political science 

• K H V H Lockport, N.Y. 

Jf ' Student Activities: 
¡ f & H ^ B Student Senate (v.p.), 

Sigma Alpha Mu (rush 
chair, community service chair), BACCHUS, 
AMA (executive v.p.), SAA, Varsity Tennis, RHC 
(acting pres.). 

Top five priorities if elected: 
1. Make the grading system a priority again, this 

time with student input. 
2. Multicultural Awareness. 
3. Institute a mentoring program in conjunction 

with Student Affairs. 
4. Give students a large say in issues Senate 

should attack. 

5. Work closely with RHC and Student 
Activities to implement a large Homecoming 
and New Student Olympics. 

What do you see as the greatest challenge facing 
the Student Senate over the next year, and if 
elected, how do you plan to meet it?" 
I see the greatest challenge facing Senate as 
reaching out to the student body to make them 
aware that Senate has the power to influence 
policies that affect the students. 

For too long students have either not taken an 
interest in Senate or have not voiced their con-
cerns. This year, I believe we have worked hard 
to fix this problem, but we could do more. 

Far too often, the students' opinions and views 
on regulations and policies go unnoticed or 
unwanted. Senate must strive to get the views of 
the students and issues presented by them on the 
University's agenda. 

In years past, Senate has not reached out to the 
students to find out what they want Senate to 
fight for. This year students, for the first time, are 

beginning to see that Senate works for the best 
interest of the students. 

This upcoming year, Senate must reach out 
like never before to find the issues that students 
are concerned with. Therefore, the greatest chal-
lenge, I feel, is taking the momentum created by 
Senate this year and taking it to a higher level. 

I plan on making Senate extremely visible and 
accessible by the students. By having executive 
board members attend organization meetings, 
Senate will get a good picture of the issues that 
are most on the minds of students. In addition, 
students will come to know that Senate takes a 
vested interest in their welfare. 

By taking a larger role than ever in 
Homecoming and the New Student Olympics, 
students will also see Senate acting in a school 
spirit capacity. 

I will also work to inspire students to talk to 
their advisors regarding policies that affect them. 
For example, with the grading system, I hope to 
put pressure on the faculty to make a vote possi-
ble again, this time with Senate input. • 

Zachary 
Hampton 
2nd yr./undecided 
Delmar, N.Y. 

Student Activities: 
RA, Rescue Squad, 
Habitat for Humanity, 

Campus Guide, Security. 

Top five priorities if elected: 
1. Unite student body. 
2. Define academic support system. 
3. Late night cafe. 
4. Improve food service 
5. Build an ice skating rink. 

What do you see as the greatest challenge facing 
the Student Senate over the next year, and if 
elected, how do you plan to meet it?" 
I see improving academic assistance and tutoring 
to be greatest challenge facing the Student Senate 
next year. 

When 19 percent of the freshmen class is on 
probation and many upperclassmen have been 
asked to leave because of their low grades, there 
is an obvious problem that needs to be 

addressed. The reason this challenge falls into 
Senate's lap is because the student body knows 
that it needs to do better academically. It is obvi-
ous that this can't be done without the assistance 
of the administration, but the student body must 
take a very active role in getting this addressed. 
If I am elected for the position of Student Senate 
president, my plans to meet this challenge are 
simple. The CLASS office was dissolved this year 
because it was funded by a grant and the grant 
money ran out. The services that it had provided 
were distributed to the deans of all the individual 
colleges. 

Where I feel this transition failed was in its lack 
of advertising. Students are not aware that these 
services are out there for them. An easy way to 
fix that is to simply advertise more. 

There are three different ways that I feel would 
make these services more known to students. 
First, would be to create a pamphlet that would 
list these services and how obtain them. These 
pamphlets would be distributed all over campus. 

The second is through the e-mail. If a campus 
wide message is sent out when school opens and 
repeated throughout the semester, then students 
will be constantly aware of the assistance ser-
vices. 

The third is to request that at the beginning of 
each semester when the professors are going 
over their syllabus that they notify the students 

of the services. This way before the semester 
starts the students will know their options 

The best way to address the fact that 19 per-
cent of the freshmen class were on academic pro-
bation is to make the incoming freshman aware 
of what is going to be expected from them at col-
lege before classes start. 

To begin we could send literature to their 
homes, so they are conscious of the transition 
before they arrive at school. The transition 
between high school and college is difficult. The 
work load is extremely demanding at college and 
the freedom is overwhelming to some students. 
With these two issues being at opposite extremes, 
students are bound to have a hard time adjust-
ing. So rather then using the first semester as a 
time find out how difficult college can be, let stu-
dents know early on, so we can prevent the 
shock. 

These issues should also be addressed at fresh-
men orientation. This is the only time the 
University has the freshmen without the distrac-
tion of outside activities. 

To sum up, I say that the best way to stop these 
academic problems from happening again is 
through prevention methods. If you can make 
students aware of what can happen, they are 
usually more likely to take advantage of these 
methods. • 

| | B § | g & | g K g S g § m. Beth-
Ellen 
Kane 

MS 3rd yr./biology 
| Highland Mills, N.Y. 

Student Activities: 
Sigma Chi Nu (academic chair, rush chair, sena-
tor), Biology Club. 

Top five priorities if elected: 
1. Increasing general student involvement in 

Senate. 
2. Using Senate as a resource organization for 

its member organizations. 
3. Reviewing the functioning of the security 

office and studying safety issues on this cam-
pus. 

4. Encouraging greater organization-senate 
interaction, as well as student initiative, 
through the Senate allocations program. 

5. Increasing student-administration-faculty 
communication. 

What do you see as the greatest challenge fac-
ing the Student Senate over the next year, and if 
elected, how do you plan to meet it?" 
I believe that the greatest challenge facing 

Student Senate in the upcoming year is gaining 
greater student involvement in the workings of 
Student Senate, as well as the workings of this 
University. It is only when all students are 
involved in Senate, not just those in organiza-
tions, that Senate may become a working gov-
ernmental body for the students on this cam-
pus. 

This would not only be a benefit to the 
Senate, but also to this University by bringing 
the diverse populations on this campus togeth-
er as a community. 

First and foremost, it is important to keep the 
communication lines open between Senate and 
the student body. Current president Jake 
Cooper has done a fantastic job with this during 
his term. I think the students should continue to 
receive the agenda and minutes of all Senate 
meetings. Perhaps the agenda could be present-
ed in a more interesting manner, to encourage 
greater attendance from interested students. 

I would also like to see an expansion of the 
concept of the "non-voting representative", as 
referred to in the newly revised constitution. 
These representatives can be any student on 
campus, regardless of any affiliation with 
Senate member organizations. To really make 
this idea work, the Senate exec board needs to 
solicit these representatives. 

By attending student gatherings, such as 
freshman forum and business forum, Senate 
exec members can educate students on what 

Student Senate is all about and the requirements 
for being a representative. Getting people excit-
ed is the first step to getting them involved. 

The success of last semester's open forum on 
sexual misconduct served as an excellent indi-
cator that students want to voice their opinions. 
They may not feel comfortable doing this at offi-
cial Senate meetings, or may not feel the Senate 
is the proper audience for their thoughts. 

Periodic forums on current issues would give 
students a chance to voice their opinions in a 
comfortable environment, and satisfy them 
through knowing their opinions are being heard 
by panel members, such as the Dean of Students 
or the head of AU Security. Attending organiza-
tional meetings and speaking directly to the stu-
dents would dictate what topics are important 
on this campus and should be discussed. 

Student Senate has tremendous opportunities 
for positive interaction with the student body. 
Uniting the students of Alfred University can 
only make the voice of the students stronger in 
the eyes of the faculty and administration. It is 
in this that we gain strength, enabling us to be 
directly involved in the decisions that are being 
made on this campus. This university is chang-
ing. The face of education is changing. Students, 
all students, faculty and administration must 
work together to adapt to these changes and 
secure the prosperity of AU for students to 
come. • 

Fiat Lux 
endorses 
Hampton for 
president 
This year's Student Senate elec-
tion is the first in over half a 
decade in which both the posi 
tions of president and vice pres 
ident are contested. 

This election also presents 
students with a bewildering 
array of candidates and choices. 

The presidential election pits 
standing Senate vice president 
Joe DiCarlo against relative 
newcomers Zach Hampton and 
Beth-Ellen Kane. 

The duties the newly elected 
president will be expected to 
fulfill are: 

• To preside at and chair all 
general meetings of the 
Student Senate. 

• Establish the agenda of all 
general meetings of the 
Student Senate. 

• To represent students' inter-
ests and serve as a liaison 
between the student body 
and the faculty/administra-
tion. 

• Once elected to the position, 
the President is automatical-
ly prohibited from serving in 
an executive position on any 
organization which is recog-
nized by the Student Senate. 

• To call and preside at meet-
ings of the Executive 
Cabinet. 

Of the three candidates, we 
feel Hampton is the best choice 
to represent students' interests. 

While he may lack DiCarlo's 
experience in Senate, Hampton 
has proven himself in his time 
at Alfred to be dependable and 
approachable. 

Hampton also lacks the 
entanglements DiCarlo's and 
Kane's Greek affiliations create. 
DiCarlo is a brother of Sigma 
Alpha Mu; Kane is a sister of 
Sigma Chi Nu. 

Both have proposed policies 
that would benefit the Greek 
houses at the possible expense 
of other student organizations. 

Kane wants to allocate funds 
from Senate's special alloca-
tions to Greeks as a reward for 
becoming involved in Senate. 
DiCarlo hopes to revise 
Residence Life's Greek release 
policy to achieve full occupancy 
of Greek houses, even though 
for the University full occupan-
cy of University housing is the 
first priority. 

Hampton is a new face to 
Senate, much as current presi-
dent Jake Cooper was a year 
ago. He has pledged to to 
devote all his time and energy 
to Senate. He has new ideas and 
new spins on old ideas. He 
deserves your vote. 
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Three RHC members compete for 

Ï
l^ Michael 
3 CJvistukis 

1st yr./political science 
Student Activities: 
Student Senate (acade-

mic affairs chair), RHC (senator), Cannon Hall 
Council (chair). 
Top five priorities if elected: 
1. Increase student safety. 
2. Make the academic environment of AU suit-

able for both students and faculty. 
3. Allow students to communicate concerns to 

the senate and university administration. 
4. Increase communication between the student 

body and the food service administration. 
5. Increase the involvement of students in 

Senate. 

What do y on see as the greatest challenge fac-
ing the Student Senate over the next year, and if 
elected, how do you plan to meet it?" 
Increasing student involvement in the Senate is 
one of the greatest challenges facing the organi-
zation. The Student Senate is here to serve the 
students of Alfred University. 

I plan to increase student involvement in 
Senate by allowing students to take a more 

active role in their government. I will utilize the 
office of Student Senate vice president, through 
the use of committees, to make this come true. 

I have composed "The Diamond Plan" that 
touches specifically on four major points: 
Safety, Student Affairs, Academics and Food 
Services. 

My first point, safety, has become an issue on 
the minds of many students. I realize through 
my involvement as a Senator and through 
interaction with my peers, that students are 
more concerned with safety now than in the 
past. 

I intend to expand this committee by includ-
ing a liaison from both Alfred University 
Security as well Rescue Squad. Likewise, I pro-
pose that any students interested be encour-
aged to attend the Safety Committee's meet-
ings and serve as student consultants. These 
two actions would better the communication 
among key groups on campus. 

The safety concern at Alfred cannot be cor-
rected by the simple task of increased lighting. 
Although the Safety Committee would be 
charged with investigating and correcting the 
troubled "dark spots" on campus, the commit-
tee would also make an extra effort to organize 
programs and to inform people of the dangers 
of walking alone at night. 

My second point deals with Student Affairs. 
I propose the start of the Social Environment 
committee designated to serve the student 
body in any way possible. The committee 
would receive feedback from students and 

relay it to the Office of Student Affairs as well 
as the Office of Residence Life. 

Within the realms of Student Affairs, there 
should be expansion of the Multicultural 
Committee, so each ethnic and cultural organi-
zation on campus has a representative on this 
committee. This will expand the involvement 
and the awareness of students to the diverse 
multicultural backgrounds that encompass AU. 

The third point in my plan is the issue of aca-
demics. Each student has come to this 
University with the hope of academic success. 
Communication with the students, as well as 
student involvement within the committee, are 
key principles to a successful committee. 

I intend to continue with the issues that this 
committee was presented with this past year: 
the scheduling grid and the grading policy. 

The Academic Affairs Committee would also 
be charged with the responsibility of making 
sure that students are served in the best way 
possible; such as making sure that the comput-
ing services throughout campus are in the best 
possible working order. 

My fourth and final point is that of Food 
Services. I plan to expand the Food Committee 
by including a number of independent student 
consultants. I would also like to add more 
administrative input into the process. 

"The Diamond Plan" is in no way totally 
flawless. However, the plan can serve as a step-
ping stone for a year of increased student 
involvement in Senate. • 

Christina 
Lombardi 
2nd yr. /political science 
Sound Beach, N.Y. 

Top five priorities if elected: 
1. Improve security of campus. 
2. Increase monies for standing allocations. 
3. Extend services such as counseling, comput-

ers and library hours. 

4. Form an improvements committee for resi-
dence halls. 

5. Support the Task Force for Education's idea to 
have tutors available in lounges of Residence 
Halls. 

What do you see as the greatest challenge facing 
the Student Senate over the next year, and if 
elected, how do you plan to meet it?" 
There will always be challenges to the Student 
Senate. The simple fact that we do not have the 
final say on any issue makes the student body 
vulnerable. Therefore, a student leader who is 
persistent and hard-working is needed. 

I see the biggest challenge facing Student 
Senate this year as increasing funding. There is a 
need for improvements on campus. 
Improvements of security, services, and resi-
dence halls begin the list. 

My first priority would be to increase security 

on campus. I'd like to sit down with Pat 
Schwartz, the head of AU security, and talk 
about an increase in patrols and emergency 
phones, more escort cars and better parking. 

Secondly, students want an increase in ser-
vices of counseling, library and computer hours. 

Thirdly, I would like to form a Committee on 
Improvements. This committee is going to look 
at the basic problems to begin with. There are 
basic things that should be provided: simple 
equipment such as lounge furniture, first-aid 
kits for RAs, and vacuums that actually work. 

Of course, all these changes bring up the ques-
tion of funding. I have been asked the funding 
question many times. My response is that fund-
ing will always arise. The administration has the 
ultimate power and makes the final decisions. 
But what can be possibly done is electing some-
one who plans to be relentless and devoted to the 
student body. That someone is this candidate. • 

Amy 
I Ofrnani 

3rd yr./design 
Upper Saddle River, N.J. 

Student Activities: 
RHC (pres.), RA, 
Student Resource to 

Board of Trustees. 

Top five priorities if elected: 
1. Address students' needs and concerns, 
2. Unify clubs and organizations. 
3. Campus safety. 
4. Housing. 
5. Dining service revisions. 

What do you see as the greatest challenge fac-
ing the Student Senate over the next year, and if 
elected, how do you plan to meet it?" 
The reason I am running for the vice presi-
dent's office is to make a positive impact on our 
campus. There is no doubt that there is room 
for improvement in this University and I plan 
on using student input to make changes where 
needed. 

There seem to be many concerns on this cam-

pus brought upon by students. If elected, my 
political agenda is as follows. First I would like 
to address a continuing issue and common 
complaint that there is nothing to do in Alfred. 
To address this issue I am going to strive to 
unify the clubs and organizations. 

A permanent suggestion box placed at the 
information desk is one of the steps I would 
like to take. The suggestions would be made 
known to the pertinent clubs and organizations 
enabling them to plan events that (he student 
population requests. These suggestions would 
also make it easier for groups to co-sponsor 
events, ultimately resulting in more program-
ming options. Concurrently I would like to 
reevaluate the senate committees to make sure 
they operate as efficiently as possible. 

Another big issue that I have been involved 
in is housing. Some suggestions I have taken 
about the residence halls include specialty 
housing, self-governing halls, renovation, and 
the addition of study areas. I have taken these 
suggestions to the trustees and residence life 
making sure the student body is the primary 
concern in all solutions considered. 

Safety is another issue on this campus. I plan 
to evaluate the positions of the blue phones, 
stress campus safety through self-defense and 
other similar programs, and emphasize the use 
of security escorts. 

School spirit is very important to me. I would 
like to make Spirit week and Homecoming 
much bigger and get more students involve. A 
step towards this will be a day of recruitment 
for the organizations. Booths will be set up sim-
ilar to the block fair during freshman orienta-
tion. However, the event will be made more 
appealing to upperclassmen in hopes to per-
suade more involvement. 

The issue that always needs more improve-
ment is the dining services. There has been a 
general response towards a need for a new 
meal plan system and healthier choice entrees 
need to be added. Two other concerns are pric-
ing of meals and hours the dining halls are 
open. I plan on working with dining services to 
make changes in the current way the dining 
hall is rim. 

I truly care about our university and what 
goes on within it. Should problems arise I will 
try to find the best solution as quickly as possi-
ble. Issues like safety, housing, spirit, dining 
services, and others are not only concerns of 
our campus, but also concerns of my own. 
These are just several of the many issues I 
would like to address if given the position. The 
other issues and concerns I plan and have been 
generating from the student body. I am open to 
any suggestions and will try my best to make 
sure they are addressed. • 

Senate presents new constitution to students for approval 
Student Senate will present its first 
new constitution in over half a 
decade to the student body for 
approval during this spring's elec-
tion. 

The new version of the constitu-
tion is pared down and simplified 
in comparison to previous versions. 
It allows Senate to set its operating 

rules and procedures in a body of 
bylaws rather than by amending 
the constitution itself. 

The new constitution also allows 
Senate to be more flexible in its 
response to your needs. 

If you haven't yet had a chance 
to read the constitution, you can 
find copies at several locations, 

including the two libraries and the 
campus center desk. 

Read through the new constitu-
tion. It requires that agendas for 
meetings be available the day 
before the meeting and that min-
utéis be published no more than 
two days after, giving you the 
opportunity to be aware of what's 

going on in the Senate. 
We recommend that you support 

this constitution. While it is not per-
fect, it is certainly a document more 
suitable to the current environment 
in which Senate operates. 

It provides a looser structure 
under which you can make a differ-
ence. • 

VP spot 
Christakis 
best bet of 
uninspiring 
candidates 
We found none of this year's 
three vice presidential candi-
dates particularly appealing. 

Certainly it was nice to have a 
choice for once. Last year Joe 
DiCarlo ran unopposed for vice 
president. Two years ago Oceana 
Wilson beat Mark Ford to take 
the vice president's position. 

This year three members of 
RHC, Michael Christakis, 
Christina Lombardi and Amy 
Ofmani, are vying for vice presi-
dent. 

The duties the winner will be 
expected to perform, according 
to the new Senate constitution, 
are: 

• To assume the position and 
duties of President in case of 
the absence of that officer. 

• To assist with the agenda. 
• To act as a non-voting mem-

ber of the Finance 
Committee. 

• To conduct committee chair 
elections. 

• To act as a non-voting mem-
ber and oversee all opera-
tional and ad-hoc commit-
tees. 

• The Vice-President can 
request reports from the com-
mittee chairs at general 
Senate meetings. 

Of the three candidates, we 
feel Christakis is the best choice. 
Despite his youth, he has 
demonstrated a clearer under-
standing of the vice president's 
role than the other two candi-
dates. 

Lombardi's campaign, for 
example, has centered around 
getting more money for worthy 
student activities. Unfortunately, 
she had no particular place from 
which to obtain that money 
other than a proposed freeze of 
the budgets of other, larger orga-
nizations. 

Lombardi, when she made 
that proposal at Senate last 
Wednesday, stepped on several 
toes including those of Finance 
Chair Heather Byron. Byron said 
that since those larger organiza-
tions receive their money from a 
different portion of Senate's bud-
get, their budgets can't be frozen 
and transferred to other, smaller 
organizations. 

Ofmani, while certainly 
preferable to Lombardi, lacks the 
feeling of direction and determi-
nation that Christakis presents. 
While many of her suggestions 
are meritous and plausible, she 
presents too many of them to 
practically achieve. 

Christakis shows an under-
standing of the place of the vice 
president in Student Senate's 
committee-oriented structure. 
His "diamond plan" narrows the 
challenges facing Senate into 
four particular areas and then 
proposes practical plans for 
addressing them. 

Certainly his approach is a bit 
colder than we'd like, but of the 
options Christakis is the best. 

Student Activities: 
RHC (freshman semi-
formal chair), SVCA, 

Dance Team (co-captain & choreographer), 
Upper Pine Hill Council (RHC representative). 

GET UP OFF / 
YOUR DUFF-/ 
AND VOTE! V 
Feb 21 & 22 — Both dining halls 
and the campus center desk 
A public service announcement 

from the Fiat Lux. 


