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Senate presidential candidate profiles 

Michael 
Christakis 

2nd yr/political science and history 

Michael Christakis, current 
Senate vice president, stressed 
communication both among stu-
dents and between students and 
administration in his "Vision" 
platform for Senate president. 

After joking about a bigger 
and better ice skating rink, 
Christakis said, "We can't harp 
on the same old issues" of the 
dining hall and campus safety. 

He instead set out plans to 
continue some of the current 
Senate executive board's poli-
cies and trends. 

To increase communication, 
he proposed bringing adminis-
trators to Senate to hear stu-
dent concerns. He also suggest-
ed a public forum to be held 
monthly during which specific 
issues could be discussed. 

He said he would attend the 
meetings of campus clubs and 
organizations and relate back 
important information to 
Senate. He saw this as helping 
cosponsorship, he said. 

To achieve better representa-
tion, Christakis said he plans to 
revamp the Senate's committee 
structure with the help of advi-
sors, as well as its financial 
structure. The cabinet and 
standing organizations will be 
reevaluated and placed into two 
new levels, and the money for 
cabinet and standing organiza-
tions will be merged before 
being divided among all the 
organizations. 

To increase funding for clubs 
and organizations, Christakis 
pushed research as a means of 
finding new sources. 

The final point of Christakis' 
platform was to increase com-
munication with othçr schools 
in the region. 

"We can get ideas from other 
campuses and we can share our 
ideas with them," Christakis 
said. 

Christakis also mentioned 
that he has "the element of 
experience," having already 
talked to administrators 
throughout this school year. 

Christakis also said that if he 
were a fruit, the choice would 
be, "Mango! Because I like say-
ing mango!" 

Current Senate vice president 
Former Senator; chair of 
Academic Affairs committee 
RA in Crawford 
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Christina 
Lombardi 

3rd yr/political science 

Christina Lombardi described 
the role of Senate as crucial in 
fostering communication. 

"I see this Student Senate as 
the one and only avenue for stu-
dents of Alfred to be heard by 
the administration with the right 
leadership by the right person." 

Lombardi, a junior political 
science major, spent a brief time 
as Senate vice president at the 
end of the 1995-96 school year 
before taking last semester off to 
pursue an internship at the 
White House. 

Lombardi said much of her 
four-point platform was based on 
input from students and organi-
zations she has spoken to via 
door to door visits previous to 
this election. 

First, Lombardi said she 
planned to visit each of the resi-
dence halls in order to keep in 
touch with students, promote 
and increase the visibility of sen-
ate and test new ideas. 

Second, Lombardi said she 
planned to sit in on meetings of 
all senate and non-senate organi-
zations to assist the organiza-
tions more quickly and to keep 
communication lines open. 

"We could identify with orga-
nizational progress, exchange 
new ideas, and most important-
ly, help increase diversity on 
this campus by helping all orga-
nizations become more indepen-
dent." 

Thirdly, Lombardi said she 
would like to improve security 
by adding more lighting and blue 
phones. She would also like to 
improve the escort service. 

Finally, Lombardi said she 
would create a Senate 
Renovations Committee, which 
would work with the Office of 
Residence Life and the Board of 
Trustees to improve residence 
hall living environments by 
going hall to hall and creating 
lists of necessary improvements. 

Lombardi also said she would 
like to hold forums once or twice 
per semester during which stu-
dents could voice their concerns 
to administrators. 

Lombardi joked she would be 
an apple because "it's sweet, like 
me." 
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Chandler 
Matson 

4th yr/political science 

Chandler Matson, senior political 
science major, stressed a need to 
increase the retention rate and to 
address everyday student con-
cerns in his platform for Student 
Senate president. 

Matson pointed out that AU's 
ranking in US News and World 
Report, has slipped from 3rd to 
12th in the region since his fresh-
man year. He said that AU's fallen 
rating could be symptomatic of a 
greater student unhappiness. 

Over his time here at AU, 
Matson has been a member of both 
Klan Alpine and the Ski Team. 
Matson said he is not part of any 
othe Senate organizations, and 
therefore can offer a perspective 
different from those students who 
are heavily involved. 

"I've seen the pitfalls. I know 
what [the students] need," Matson 
said. He highlighted a sense of 
detachment for more inactive stu-
dents from the rest of the popula-
tion as a problem that could play 
an important factor in a student's 
decision to remain in Alfred. 

Matson followed by pointing to 
a greater involvement in campus 
activities, from sports teams to 
clubs and organizations, as a way 
of boosting the "image and reality '̂ 
of Alfred, which would in turn 
raise the retention rate. 

According to Matson, students 
who are involved in their school 
tend to do better and be happier. 
Matson said he would like to boost 
the support and scope of student 
organizations. 

As a former president of Klan 
Alpine, Matson said he was the 
most qualified candidate to deal 
with issues concerning Greeks, but 
added that many of the issues fac-
ing Greeks affected the whole cam-
pus, such as a need for greater stu-
dent autonomy. According to 
Matson, greater student autonomy 
would help raise the retention rate 
by creating a happier, more satis-
fied campus environment. 

Matson also touched on such 
issues as making improvements in 
the L'il Alf Cafe, trying to encour-
age use of the Career 
Development Center and opening 
lines of communication across the 
board, from administration to stu-
dent organizations. 

Matson said if he were a fruit, he 
would be a pear because, "I'm 
sweet and I'm round in the mid-
dle." 

A C T I V I T I E S 
Ski Team 
Klan Alpine, former president 

Russ 
Patterson 

2nd yr/public administration and 
environmental studies 

Russ Patterson started his 
speech with, "I'm Russ 
Patterson, and I'm YOUR can-
didate for Student Senate 
President." 

Patterson, a sophomore polit-
ical science and environmental 
studies major, stated his plat-
form using his first name as an 
acrostic. 

R is for responsibility, he 
said, both to campus as a whole 
and to each organization. He 
promised to drop all other 
involvements if elected. 

U is for understand, because he 
said he feels we are a diverse cam-
pus and he can understand our 
interests, including Greek and 
multicultural. He said he would 
take issues to the administration 
and fight for students' rights. 

S is for service to you, he said. 
He said that as part of his duties as 
president, he would be in the 
Senate president's office at least 10 
hours per week. 

S is for school spirit, which is 
what he said is the solution to 
most problems. He said he 
would like to increase spirit and 
get students more involved. He 
stressed cosponsorship and get-
ting the Greek community more 
involved, possibly with a barbe-
cue before a football game, for 
instance. 

Patterson said most of what 
he would do would come 
through student initiative. 

He also stressed balance and 
give-and-take as methods and 
favored more communication. 

One question dealt with 
increasing funding for organiza-
tions and renovations. 
Patterson said it was important 
to be aware of finances and lim-
ited resources and to work 
together to utilize funds wisely. 
He also suggested working with 
trustees on this. 

When asked how he would-
limit mass student e-mailing, 
Patterson suggested a student 
general account for such e-
mails. Students would then log 
on to their account and get a 
notice saying how many student 
distributed e-mails they had, 
which they could check should 
they wish to. 

If he were a fruit, he would be 
a grapefruit because of its asso-
ciations with breakfast and 
energy, he said. 
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Seth 
Pullen 

1st yr./political science 

Seth Pullen might bring a fresh 
outlook to this election. As a 
freshman, he comes to Senate 
without the preconceptions of 
how it's 'always been done.' 

"I'm a new face on campus and 
I have new ideas," he said. 

Pullen is a political science 
major studying ways to make 
governments more responsive, 
and he said he would apply that 
knowledge to Senate. 

New enthusiasm among stu-
dents and an increased dialogue 
with the administration are two 
things Pullen said he would like 
to see a year from now. 

He said he knows the students' 
concerns because he also experi-
ences them. Living in a residence 
hall and eating in the dining halls 
assures he will know students' 
concerns about those aspects of 
campus life, Pullen said. He too is 
an "eater of campus food," he 
said. 

Pullen said he hopes to address 
concerns about representation. 
He said he would like to make 
Senate a forum for the student 
body, as he said it presently 
serves mainly as a central com-
mittee for the clubs and organiza-
tions. For instance, Senate is the 
only way students can be on an 
equal basis with the administra-
tion, he said. 

He said that there is a need for 
students to be represented on a 
more individual basis. 

Pullen also pointed out there 
are a lot of students who do not 
know what Senate does. As pres-
ident he will promote interaction 
with all students and keep them 
informed, he said. Senate could e-
mail all students periodically to 
let them know what was happen-
ing in Senate, he suggested. 

Pullen said the proposal for 
restructuring Senate needs to be 
reexamined. While it is a step in 
the right direction and would be 
good for cooperation, a lot of 
changes need to be made, he said. 
Problems with the proposal 
include the hierarchical structure 
and its redundancy with the 
Senate body, he said. 

"Together we can make this 
campus a better place," he said. 

If Pullen was a fruit he would 
be a kiwi, "because I'm very col-
orful inside," he said. 

A C T I V I T I E S 
RHC co-senator 
Gamers Guild 
Tefft Hall Council 
Intervarsity 
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Fiat endorses innovative platform - p w a 
J . N O T E S 1 H S P 

Get out there 
and VOTE! 
The Student Senate is in con-
stant communication with those 
interested about issues impor-
tant and relevant to student 
concerns at AU. 

These concerns include issues 
such as residence hall renova-
tions, retention, security, dining 
hall food, the Career 
Development Center—issues 
that can affect students on a 
daily basis. 

And those who attend Senate 
frequently know the importance 
of who leads the Senate, and in 
what direction. 

These people will vote in the 
upcoming Senate presidential 
election. 

But for any student whose 
only involvement in Senate may 
currently be an election, the 
decision to vote is even more 
crucial. 

This election presents possi-
bly the greatest opportunity for 
students to have a direct influ-
ence on what their government 
should be doing for them. 

These students can choose 
what issues their government 
addresses and how it goes about 
solving problems by voting for a 
candidate whom they feel best 
exemplifies what they want to 
see in a student leader. 

These students should vote 
for who they believe will best 
serve their interests. 

The bottom line is, these stu-
dents should also vote. 

Now is the time to make a dif-
ference. Don't miss the chance. • 

Top Ten Reasons to vote in the 
Student Senate Elections... 

10. Procrastinate from working 
9. Keep election from being a 

five-way tie 
8. Keep vote-talliers from 

stuffing the ballot box with 
"I'm so bored" notes 

7. Debate the many choices in 
VP candidates 

6. Mangos, grapefruits, and 
kiwis, oh my! 

5. Use up some of the paper 
obtained from deforesting 
Pine Hill 

4. Because UTlL::students.dis 
told you to 

3. Bear the dog cant vote, but 
you can 

2. No Monday Night Football 
to watch anyway—might as 
well do something. 

and the number one reason to 
vote in the Senate elections... 

Prove that Fiaigate wasn't your 
sole reason for voting last year 

^VOTE! 
IT'S 

YOUR 
CHOICE! 
Februaiy 17 & 18 — Both 

dining halls and the campus 
center desk 

A public service announcement 
from the Fiat Lux 

This year's Student Senate presi-
dential election features five presi-
dential candidates: Michael 
Christakis, Christina Lombardi, 
Chandler Matson, Russ Patterson 
and Seth Pullen. 

All offer a variety of ideas 
and approaches to running 
Student Senate next year. And 
while some candidates were 
stronger than others, we feel 
that only one stands out as inno-
vative and original. This is the 
candidate we chose to 
endorse—Chandler Matson. 

Matson has demonstrated an 
ability to understand and 
address bigger problems at this 
university than any other candi-
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date. 
While improving campus 

safety, food service and the 
VAX system remain important 
and popular issues, Matson 
instead focused his platform on 
retention and increased student 
involvement in Senate. 

Matson stepped outside the 
variety of issues that Senate 
typically concerns itself with 
and spoke to issues concerning 
each and every student on this 
campus. 

Christakis and Lombardi 
have both outlined plans to 
increase communication within 
Senate and with residence 
halls. Patterson stressed ser-
vice to students and a give-and-
take approach, and Pullen 
stressed listening to the indi-
vidual rather than the organi-
zation. 

Current Senate president 
Zach Hampton and his prede-
cessor, Jake Cooper, have 
already taken huge strides 
towards opening up communica-
tion with students. 

But no candidate or president 
has made a concerted effort to 
reach those who aren't typically 
involved in Senate, or to 
address issues students should 
be more concerned about... 
until now. 

Matson does this. However, 
he does lack the Senate experi-
ence and familiarity of 
Lombardi and Christakis, along 
with Pullen and Patterson, who 
are all currently involved in 
Senate organizations. 

This could work against 
Matson. In this election, he is 
not the "safe" candidate. With 
Christakis and Lombardi and 
perhaps Patterson, the voter 
knows what he/she would be 
getting. But do we want anoth-
er year of a pretty good Senate 
that does pretty good things. 

Matson is different. The 
potential to make an enormous 
difference on this campus is 
there. However, the possibility 
of his inexperience leading to 
trouble dealing with everyday 
issues such as campus safety 
and food services. 

Matson did mention the 
issues of campus safety and 
food services as important in his 
speech, but it is the lack of focus 
on these issues which leads us 
to urge Matson, if elected, to 
adopt the approaches of some of 
the other candidates. This 
includes Lombardi's residence 
hall visits and her and 
Christakis' forums. 

Also, Patterson's time com-
mitment and devotion and 
Pullen's focus on the individual 
should be remembered and uti-
lized by Matson. 

Matson presents somewhat of 
a risk, not only due to his inex-
perience within Senate, but also 
with possible character issues. 

Also, Matson may not be pre-
pared to deal with the day-to-
day and week-to-week needs of 
Senate like the other candi-
dates, particularly Lombardi 
and Christakis, are accustomed 
to doing. 
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But the potential benefits of 
Matson's presidency are enor-
mous. To attack issues such as 
retention, diversity of involve-
ment and the needs of all stu-
dents is to take an original and 
commendable approach to run-
ning Senate. 

It is up to the voter to decide 
whether or not to take this risk. 

We feel that the risk is war-
ranted. • 

Vice presidential candidate runs unopposed 
Michael 
Pellicciotti 

1st yr./business administration 

Michael Pellicciotti, the sole candidate for Senate vice president, 
based his platform on three main ideas that he has for reform. 

First, he intends to establish an AU and Alfred State College 
committee to explore matters of mutual interest and cooperation. 
He cites lack of communication between the two colleges as a prob-
lem. Working together, the two colleges could bring bigger acts to 
the area and move towards other common goals, he said. 

Second, he intends to promote a student voting method which he 
said would maximize student involvement. He proposed sending an 
e-mail to all students and then having them fill it out and mail it 
back with their vote. He said this would greatly increase suffrage 
across campus. 

Finally, he wants to initiate an award and recognition program to 
honor outstanding student clubs. He said this would help clubs 
become more involved and active. 

Pellicciotti said he could work with any of the presidential candi-
dates, saying, "They all seem like decent people." 

S T U D E N T A C T I V I T I E S : 
RHC co-senator & correspondence committee chair 
College Bowl 
Fiat Lux Photographer 
Barresi hall council 
Student Senate academic affairs chair 

What are the duties of Senate president 
and vice president? 

P R E S I D E N T : 

• To preside at and chair all 
general meetings of the 
Student Senate. 

• Establish the agenda of all 
general meetings of the 
Student Senate. 

• To represent students' 
interests and serve as liason-
between the student body and 
the faculty and administration. 

• To call and preside at meetings 
of the Executive Cabinet. 

• Once elected to the position, 
the president is automatically 
prohibited from serving in an 
executive position on any 
organization which is 
recognized by the Student 
Senate. 

VICE-PRESIDENT: 

• To assume the position and 
duties of president in case 
of the absence of that 
officer. 

• To assist with the agenda. 
• To act as a non-voting 

member of the Finance 
Committee. 

• To conduct committee chair 
elections. 

• To act as a non-voting 
member and oversee all 
operational and ad-hoc 
committees. 

• The vice-president can 
request reports from the 
committee chairs at general 
Senate meetings. 
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