
Tumblr: AUFiatLux.Tumblr.com
Twitter: @AUFiatLuxApril 25, 2013

FIAT LUX
LIBERAL ARTS UNDER 

PRESSURE
PG. 5

PREPARE FOR 
WIZARDRY

PG. 4

READY TO GRADUATE?
PG. 3

RETENTION AT A.U.
PG.2

Your Favorite Weekend Senior Week Events

Coming up in just two weeks, 
Alfred is currently preparing to 
celebrate its annual Hot Dog Day, 
the biggest event for the village and 
two schools. Keeping to tradition, on 
Friday there is the Pine Hill Derby 
and Saturday you can participate 
in the 5K Hot Dog Day Run then 
check out the festival along Main 
Street during the day, which  features 
carnival rides, awesome food, and 
merchant tables (all for a good cause 
to donate to charity). However, there 
are a number of other noteworthy 
events. Returning for a second time, 
there is the Davis Gym Skate Jam on 
Saturday 12-5 p.m. Not to mention 
the Mud Olympics also on Saturday. 
Alfred State has a myriad of events 
as well: be sure to check out come-
dian Hal Sparks or the popular band, 
Super Smash, over on our neighbor’s 
campus through the week and week-
end of Hot Dog Day.

However, the event that has people 
hyped for is the OK GO concert, who 
we can thank SAB for bringing to our 
campus. A popular alternative rock 
band, they are praised for their high 
energy performances, memorable 
music videos (most of us can smile 
at the memory of the video for their 
single “Here it Goes Again” with the 
treadmills), and overall upbeat mu-
sic. A friend who had seen them twice 
live claims the lead singer, Damian 
Kulash, crowd surfs his way to the 
center and plays his guitar around 
the audience. And apparently, he’s 
done this both times. Tickets are 
going fast and for the popularity of 
this band, they’re pretty damn cheap 
too at only 10 bucks (in other words, 
you’d be crazy not to go). All we need 
to do is pray for some nice, sunny 
weather to enjoy this last hurrah 
before the end of the year. 

Dylan Sammut
News Editor Senior Week 2013 Shirts now 

on sale at the Barnes and Noble 
Bookstore ($13)

-Senior Week 2013 Wristbands* on 
sale NOW at the Barnes and Noble 
Bookstore ($50 each, cash only).  
*Good for all events, including guar-
anteed entrance for transportation 
and admission to BBQ/Wineries, 
Minnehan’s & Pollywogg Holler).  
First come, first serve.

 SUNDAY, MAY 12:  WILD White 
Water Rafting Trip

Letchworth State Park (stand-
alone event sponsored by the WILD 
Committee – For more information 
or to reserve and pay for your spot, 
visit:  www.alfred.edu/students/
WILD

 MONDAY, MAY 13:  Senior 
BBQ, 5:00 p.m. Knight Club, Powell 
Campus Center

Celebrate your last day of Finals 
with a BBQ Picnic sponsored by 
AVI Fresh & the Division of Student 
Affairs; served up by your favorite 
AU Faculty & Staff; featuring LIVE 
MUSIC and Yearbook distribution!

 TUESDAY, MAY 14:  10:15 a.m. 
Class of 2013 Senior Picture with 
King Alfred, Lunch & Keuka Lake 
Winery Tours  *Senior Week Bracelet 
Required

Gather for an official Class Photo, 
Please wear your Senior Week Shirt.  
Buses will depart at 11:00 a.m. im-
mediately following photo for Club 
’57, Hornell, NY – BBQ Bandits 
Lunch, & Keuka Lake Winery Tour 
featuring Hunt Country & Bully Hill 
Vineyards. 

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 15:  10:30 
a.m. Minnehan’s Family Fun Center, 
Lakeville, NY, & 6:00 p.m. Pollywogg 
Hol ler  *Senior Week Bracelet 
Required

Meet your classmates for a spin!  
Buses will depart from Carnegie Hall, 
Main Street, for Minnehan’s all-in-
clusive fun:  Go-Karts – five tracks 
to race on! Batting Cages, Driving 
Range, Arcade (bring coins for this 
and anything you want to eat), & Mini 
Golf, returning to Alfred at 5 p.m., 
followed by an evening at Pollywogg 
Holler, featuring live music by Dan 
Ripley! Shuttle buses run from Main 
Street, Carnegie Hall, to Pollywogg 
Holler 6:00 -10:00 p.m.

 THURSDAY, MAY 16:  1:00 p.m.  
Senior Olympics, Merrill Field – 
Register your teams by May 3rd! 9:00 
p.m. Comedian sponsored by SAB

Relive (or redeem) your New 
Student Olympics!  Teams of Five, 
extra points if you have a Faculty or 
staff member!  Prizes for best team 
uniform!  Email team roster by 
Friday, May 10th to Tim Mordaunt, 
TLM4@alfred.edu 

9:00 p.m. Comedian brought to 
you by SAB

 FRIDAY, MAY 17:  Graduation 
Dinner for Seniors & Parents Hosted 
by the Alfred University Board of 
Trustees, Ade Dining Hall

$20/person, Advance Sales only 
(information sent home to parents 
in the Commencement Reservation 
mailing)

 S A T U R D A Y,  M A Y  1 8 :  
Commencement – Congratulations!

 

Opening on April 17, this com-
pletely student directed and designed 
production was able to bring a warm 
feeling to chilled Alfred. 

 Directed by junior Holly Durand, 
and designed by senior Nate Gibson 
and junior Allison Burrell, the play 
Almost, Maine written by John 
Cariani.

With an incredible ensemble cast 
of AU seniors, first-years, juniors, 
and sophomores all gave endearing 
performances as the hapless residents 
of unorganized territory somewhere 
in Maine. 

While some scenes felt natural, 
others felt static. While “Story of 
Hope,” scene 3, Act 2 was well acted, 
with junior Rebecca Hayes providing 
a elegant performance, the scene felt 
strange. I could see the emotions, the 
love of the characters but for some 
reason it didn’t hit as other scene did. 

Student Directed “Almost, Maine” Warms Our Hearts
Performing Arts Helps Us Understand Love

Bring on the Hot Dogs!

What sort of hijinks will OK GO create on the Alfred stage?  We can’t wait. 
Photo Provided.

A few times I was on the edge of 
my seat for the performance, only it 
was because I couldn’t see what was 
happening. Scene 4, Act 1 “Getting It 
Back” had me turning, and bobbing 
to see the action. 

The acting was great, senior Hannah 
Weidner, who was also seen in fall 
2012 production Anton In Show 
Business gave the scene a profound 
charm. First-year Joseph Hickey pro-
vided a fresh voice to the scene while 
keeping things on a leveled plain. 

Each scene had me captivated and 
wanting more. 

With a nearly full house every night 
of the performance, Almost, Maine 
had Alfred in it’s icey grasp while 
gently providing levity and love to 
the evening. 

The actor’s each clad in winter at-
tire, were each in small scenes that en-
compasses a love-sick town’s struggle 

Raffi Jansezian
Managing Editor

The Light of Alfred University 

Cast & Crew share in a group shot after Thursday’s performance
Photo by: Amanda Tuthill 

to find their places in the world. 
The production gave the audience 

moments of bliss, hilarity, and heart-
break. With all eyes darting from 
one beautiful set to another. The set 
was spread throughout the “black-
box’ theatre in the Miller Performing 
Arts Center. 

The straining process of mounting 
any production paid off tenfold in 
the performances of Almost, Maine, 
while the actors immersed themselves 
into the cold of Maine, were melting 
the hearts of Alfred students, resi-
dents, and faculty.  

The Finish Line is Near
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Jessica Antrobus Writes from Across the Pond

Alfred’s Animal House
Kelly Mcnamara
Features Editor 

Dylan Sammut
News Editor

Jessica Antrobus
CoLumnist

The Joys of Study Abroad

I can’t believe that I have already 
been in England for a month. The 
time has passed so quickly! Between 
the day trips, the pubs and the lack of 
homework most things have gone by 
in a blur.  But so far, every experience 
has been worth it. When we first drove 
into Winchester, I knew that it would 
be the kind of place I would like liv-
ing in. I’m a sucker for anything that 
looks old, and Winchester is a perfect 
example of that; cobble stone streets, 
rows of little brick f lats, a sloping 
High Street and stonewalls running 
throughout the city. Everything is 
adorable! One thing that I’ve noticed is 
that most of the front doors of houses 
have really intricate knockers. I’ve 
seen ones in the shape of lions, birds, 
wreaths, and mermaids. Not to men-
tion that in certain sections of town, 
they are also crazy colors! Bright red, 
light blue and aqua colored doors seem 
to be popular here.

There is a graveyard that we have 
to talk through to get to town, and 
I’ve grown very fond of it. The wind-
ing cement paths takes you through 
graves dating all the way back to the 
1800’s. I guess that’s typical for an 
English cemetery, but still interesting 
none-the-less. The graveyard is on a 
downward sloping hill, so when you 
look out you can see the countryside 
of Winchester out in front of you. 
Apparently there is a place called the 
look out where you can climb to the 
top of the hills and look down on the 
city. That is on my list of things to do. 
From the graveyard you can also see 
one of the many churches in town, 
with an impressive spire and looks 
wonderful in afternoon sunlight. 
Although I don’t get to see it that way 
very often: sun is not the most popular 
weather forecast here. Actually, the 
weather is quite similar to Alfred! It 
rains… a lot. And unexpectedly! The 
other morning, it randomly started 
snowing. Sound familiar? Needless 
to say Winchester and Alfred are not 
sister schools just because of the king.

Sometimes when we’re walking 
into town we can hear the train rum-
bling along under our feet. When I 
first heard it I was pretty alarmed, 
being totally unused to the sound. I 
think if I were walking alone at night 
it would still scare me! Even if it is 
kind of a trek to go into town, the 

atmosphere on High Street is worth 
the walk. Winchester is definitely a 
family town, so it’s common to see 
moms and dads pushing strollers, 
especially on the weekends, or little 
English kids running around in 
school uniforms. I confess, I love 
hearing little kids talk in British 
accents! It’s the cutest thing. There 
are also a lot of older people here, 
and this town is expensive. I literally 
don’t think that I could ever afford 
to live here. Even in one of the tiny 
little f lats! If I have one regret about 
where I chose to study in England, 
its that I didn’t chose a more broke-
college-student friendly town. Not 
to mention the fact that because it’s 
a rich area, everyone looks good all 
the time. Seriously, I think this is 
one of the most collectively stylish 
places I’ve ever been. Of course you 
walk down High Street and half of 
the shops are clothing retailers, so I 
guess that makes sense. I’ll admit, I 
did cave the first week we were here 
and buy a very cute sweater dress – 
the pressure got to me.

Even in a stylish, historic town 
like Winchester, modern civiliza-
tion has clearly made an impact. 
There is a Mac Donalds here, and 
its arguably the nicest looking Mac 
Donalds that I have ever seen, along 
with a Starbucks, a Subway, a KFC 
and the equivalent of a dollar store 
called “Pound Land”. But for people 

like me, with limited funds, Pound 
Land really comes in handy. There 
are also street vendors that set up 
booths in High Street every day, and 
sell everything from scarves and fur 
rugs to fresh fruit and vegetables. 
There is also a f lower stand, an olive 
vendor, and cupcake stand to name a 
few. The other day I fell in love with 
a Queen Victoria cupcake. At the end 
of the day, they reduce the cupcake 
price to 50 pence, so I just had to 
try one. A Queen Victoria cupcake 
is a vanilla cupcake with a layer of 
strawberry jam on top, and vanilla 
butter cream frosting on top of that 
with purple sugar sprinkles. It was 
so delicious! Jam here is one of my 
new favorite things. Between that 
and the fabulous English chocolate, 

There is a new breed of animals 
in Alfred. Their habitat is located in 
McLane Gym, and they’ve been gath-
ering together the past two Friday’s 
causing all sorts of ruckus, scream-
ing loud, and dressing in unique 
attire. Who is this bread we speak 
of? Loyal AU sports fans, otherwise 
known as Alfred Animal House. Dan 
Fugate, a Senior Communications and 
Psychology major, is the new Athletic 
Department Intern who is behind the 
Alfred Animal house.  The Animal 
House is similar to the concept of an 
energetic and loud student section 
at athletic events.  So far there have 
been two events, where students were 
given free animal shirt T-shirts, and 
a Toga Party which included pizza 
and wings for those who participated.

Fugate said that Alfred Animal 
House was created to “try to get 
more students involved in games, 
and have fun student sections.” 

He showed admiration towards 
the larger colleges that had huge and 
enthusiastic student sections at ath-
letic events, and said that he wanted 
to bring that “flair” to Alfred University. 
Fugate initiated the student section 

January 22nd as the Men’s and Women’s 
Basketball team hosted St. John Fisher 
College. While countless free Animal 
House t-shirts were handed out to stu-
dents, unfortunately many of them 
did not stay. Fugate said that there is a 
mix of both athletes and non-athletes 
who join in cheering on our Saxons.

When asked about the impact of the 
Alfred Animal House, Fugate said he 
feels it is making a positive impact.  
While the men’s basketball team lost 
by 45 at St. John Fisher, they had a lead 
at halftime and only lost by 6 points 
when the Animal House was present.

Players have also noted that they 
have enjoyed the presence of the 
animal house. Fugate shared a com-
ment by senior Sean Curran “Alfred 
animal house made the St. John 
Fisher game the most enjoyable ex-
perience we’ve had at Alfred univer-
sity, we felt like true college athletes.”

Fugate suggests, “More people should 
come down to the games, because every-
one always ends up having a lot of fun!”

Losing Ground: The Retention
Rate at Alfred University

“But clearly       
something about 

Alfred specifically 
isn’t working”

If you’re walking past the Miller 
theaters, it’s easy to see down toward 
the football field where you’ll spot 
a football, soccer, or lacrosse game 
underway, the Saxons battling a neigh-
boring school in our division. The 
stadium lights over Merrill illuminate 
the entire campus and the announcer 
can be heard from Academic Alley. 
When a game is going on, it’s nearly 
impossible not to notice. However, if 
you peer down and look at the bleach-
ers, they’re empty. In fact, sometimes 
the opposing team has more support. 
It’s no doubt a disheartening sight 
but what’s unsettling is what it repre-
sents: Alfred’s retention rate is dan-
gerously low and school spirit seems 
nonexistent. 

found that these reasons were more 
pressing. Students at Alfred seem lost; 
they can’t quite found a way to find a 
place in the community. The profes-
sors have been annually reworking the 
program, trying out new approaches 
to help students integrate into school 
such as trying to have more seminar 
style classrooms. This will not only 
help develop them academically, but 
also help them feel part of the intel-
lectual community at Alfred.  

 As many returning students have 
realized, the Alfred housing phi-
losophy will be changing. Instead of 
keeping that rigid schism between 
first-year halls and upper-class dor-
mitories, Brenda Porter, the Director 
of Residence, is switching things up. 

student is highly involved on campus. 
If nothing else, they have enough 
school spirit for an entire freshman 
class. They are critical because they 
admire Alfred University.  But none-
theless, I will leave them anonymous 
at their request:

“One reason that I find to be the 
most important and compelling is 
that students have commented to 
me about leaving Alfred because the 
education they received as a first-year 
student was a joke. I personally think 
the quality of student that is currently 
admitted to Alfred is a very low stan-
dard. Alfred has no problem attracting 
perspective students. However, over-
accepting students is not the answer 
to the retention issue, if anything, it 
creates quite a bit of tension in the 
residence halls and the buildings are 
filled to the max capacity. I believe 
that if Alfred started being MUCH 
more selective of the student body 
it admitted, the quality of education 
would rise as well as the satisfaction 
level of students. Students come to 
college to receive a higher education; 
being able to create proper sentences 
and develop an argument are all skills 
that should have been learned in high 
school, not the university level. I can 
personally attest to the frustration that 
results when either students simply do 
not want to put in the effort and still 
badger you to help them with a paper, 
or make nasty comments about an in-
structor or class because they have yet 
to understand the work level required 
to be a successful college student. 
You cannot blame the system when 
you work against it. Also, by being 
more selective of the students admit-
ted the ties to the campus to would 
strengthen. Because so many people 
come and go from Alfred, there seems 
to be little respect for the facilities or 
other students. Alfred once stood as 
a monument for social change and 
leadership towards the future; I think 
it far past the time that AU re-instill 
that pride through campus and the 
students that attend this prestigious 
institution. The founding ideas that 
made this campus famous need to be 
echoed in today’s students.”

Certainly the most cynical answer 
I received, but perhaps this individual 
has a point. Our admission standards 
are at a dissonance with the expec-
tation at Alfred University. Many 
returning students can comment on 
the overwhelming size of the incom-
ing freshman class, and for lack of a 
better term, it’s ridiculous. Whatever 
the reason Alfred had admitted so 
many students, much more than it 
can support in the classroom or even 
house on campus, it certainly seemed 
to have been the major factor in re-
tention rates. It seems like Alfred 
University is at a time where it needs 
to adjust its vision, to try and really 
find some solid ground so this uni-
versity can offer everything it has to 
offer. I asked each person why they 
think students stay at Alfred and I 
mapped out the words and phrases 
that appeared the most: personal, 
cozy, caring, approachable professors, 
individualism, community, quirky, 
independence. But one word was used 
above those all: home. 

There are more than enough rea-
sons to remain at Alfred University; 
we just have to make sure people are 
aware of them. 

But why? Why are so 
many students leaving? 

Well, the answer is 
not exactly simple. 

First thing’s first: the 
logistics. 

In 2012 the retention 
rate was at 73%. And al-
though I could not find 
hard statistics on this, 
a staff member told 
me that retention rate 
for first-years hovered 
around 50%. Even if this person is 
off by a few digits, the numbers are 
alarming. Although retention rates 
are low around the country due to 
a number of reasons, primarily eco-
nomic, Alfred is nearly 5% below what 
the national average was in 2010. In 
fact, retention was such an issue that 
the school underwent a budget freeze 
earlier this semester. It’s unrealistic 
to expect a 100% retention rate, but 
nonetheless, Alfred University is a 
unique and strong institution with a 
lot to boast about, so if you’re scratch-
ing your head right now over this, 
you’re not alone. However, we can 
brainstorm some theories. 

The first one that comes to mind is 
certainly money. College tuition has 
amplified over the years and 40,000 
grand a year is not exactly pocket 
change, so it makes sense that some-
times students and families find the 
financial burden too heavy to bear. 
Another is academics: students like 
Dianna Bennett, a sophomore, and 
Erin Todd, a first-year student, can 
both name some friends who have 
had to drop out because of grades, 
and they’re certainly not alone. But 
these are rather typical reasons for 
any student to leave any university: 
money is tight and the work is just 
too damn hard. And there are the 
external factors out of our control: 
the weather, the isolated urban area; 
there are too many gray days and too 
little skyscrapers. 

 But clearly, something about Alfred 
specifically isn’t working. But when 
I started this article, I wasn’t quite 
sure myself. 

So I decided to ask around. I inter-
viewed people in different areas of the 
Alfred community: faculty, staff, and 
most importantly, students them-
selves. I didn’t to twist their words, 
so I put them in as they said them, 
full text and all. 

For those of you in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences, Dr. Melissa 
Ryan and Dr. Robert Stein will prob-
ably be familiar names. Dr. Ryan, an 
English professor, and Dr. Stein, a 
Political Science professor, run the 
First Year Experience program, or 
FYE as it’s commonly known. FYE 
deals specifically with making sure 
first-years have a smooth integration 
into college. Dr. Ryan and Dr. Stein, 
when asked what aspect of our univer-
sity they find students have the most 
trouble adjusting too or what issues 
do you think force them to withdraw 
or transfer, said this: 

Some are frustrated about their 
experience with sports programs, 
or miss their significant others or 
their families, or just haven’t made 
friends yet. Some just haven’t figured 
out what they’re doing here: they’ve 
come to college to satisfy someone 
else’s expectations and don’t have a 
clear sense of purpose. 

Although the academic difficulties 
cannot be ruled out as a factor, they 

Pretty soon, seniors 
might be living across 
the hall from first-
years and the Pine Hill 
Suites will no longer 
primarily sophomore 
territory—you’ll find 
a good chunk of first-
years up there as well.  
How will this help 
retent ion? Brenda 
Porter explained her 
reasoning in making 

the change as such: 
“I learned a lot from the Task Force 

on Residence Life; specifically that 
students value increased, indepen-
dent living and want more privacy…I 
hope to see an increase in student 
satisfaction overall, not just retention.  
Removing obstacles is really what it 
is more about for me. This shift is 
an opportunity for students to have 
more choices for housing selection. 
I am hopeful that mixing all class 
years will provide some mentoring 
and role modeling opportunities as 
well, in addition to helping new stu-
dents acclimate to AU even faster 
than years past.”

What Brenda mentioned relates 
to the philosophy behind the FYE 
program: create a sense of community 
in Alfred that would also give them 
the ability to be independent, to grow 
and develop. Although many of those 
who have been in Alfred for years feel 
that sense of community, maybe the 
first-years didn’t and that somehow 
slipped past us all.  

Instead of keeping first-years strict-
ly in Tefft and Reimer and so forth, get 
them introduced to the upperclassmen 
who decided to stay.  Instead of read-
ing about the benefits in a brochure, 
how about from a junior or senior 
on a weeknight? It’s certainly more 
genuine and can be a deciding factor 
for someone who is ready to pack their 
bags and get out of Alfred. 

However, I think it’s especially im-
portant to hear it from a student’s per-
spective. I asked a RA in a first-year 
hall, Julia Houk, what she thought: 

“The biggest difficulty is learning 
to use all of the spare, quiet time. 
Everyone here seems content with 
slowly moving about their own busi-
ness, so if you’re someone looking to 
be actively engaged and entertained 
immediately you might be frustrated 
by Alfred’s slow pace. Also, you might 
feel contained by the fact that you can 
scour every inch of campus (or so it 
seems) in just a few weeks, so perhaps 
the adventurous feeling of being in a 
new place quickly wears off.”

I rather like this perspective be-
cause it’s certainly something we all 
have felt but we have endured. Perhaps 
this ref lects to how we present the 
school; students seem to come in ex-
pecting something like Asher Roth’s 
“Man, I Love College”, but that’s not 
what you’ll get.  Alfred University 
has a unique character and I do think 
presenting it in the right way will help 
attract students who would be willing 
to stay.  One alumni describe Alfred 
as “wonderful and weird” as I recall. 
Let’s not let that description fall in the 
back of our minds, because there are 
many who like just that: wonderful 
and weird. 

  Now this following statement is 
rather harsh, but I think it’s impor-
tant what this individual said is men-
tioned here. But also keep in mind this 
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The public forum has failed me. 
That is why graffiti is made.

In the School of Art and Design, 
faculty and student alike have been 
discussing the graffiti problem, and 
I’ve heard a lot of it. Some express 
sadness or anger at the disregard for 
facilities; these note a rise in vandal-
ism even of other students’ art. Some 
express frustration at the obstacles to 
free expression; that there is no place 
for graffiti to be made, and that this is 
a natural function of the artistic role. 
I have heard all sorts of opinions and 
many good points.

But I can tell you that I haven’t 
heard most of these in a formal pub-
lic forum.

On Thursday, I attended the little-
advertised talk on the problem of 
public art and vandalism. A very small 
group of students and two faculty 
members were present. The same five 
or so people took turns talking the 
whole time. I attempted to break into 
the discussion, but there was never a 
moment where I was able to add my 
suggestions or solutions to the ring. 
Eventually I gave up altogether as the 
same opinions were reiterated and all 
other voices locked out.

The public forum had failed me.
Afterwards, I, normally a peace-

ful and reasonable individual, felt 
enraged. I wanted to destroy things, 
I wanted to write my own graffiti, de-
stroy my own artwork, and make some 
kind of statement. I wanted someone 
to shut up and listen to what I had to 
say. It is these emotions that can lead 
rise to graffiti, misunderstandings, 
undocumented installations, scream-
ing matches, and general dissatisfac-
tion on the part of administration, 
faculty, and students.

The reason I felt so upset was be-
cause I had not been given a chance 
to speak. This is unavoidable in any 
dialogue; everyone wants to con-
tribute, and not everyone can. But 
the public forum is not a bad idea. 
It is exactly what is necessary; but it 
needs to go farther. Three days and 
a total of three hours is not enough.

Alfred University has a student 
senate meeting in Nevin’s Theater 
every Wednesday, and anyone can 
attend. Clubs have to send represen-
tatives, and everything; complaints, 
upcoming events, proposed projects; 
is voiced. It happens so often that 
everyone is able to keep in the loop, 
and everyone can eventually have a 
chance to speak. Student represen-
tatives may attend this as well as 
faculty meetings in order to facilitate 
a dialogue between the two.

This is what the School of Art and 
Design needs right now in order to 
address these and other problems. 
We need to establish a frequent 
and consistent public forum that 
every student may attend. We need 
to publicize it. We need faculty and 
administration to get involved. We 
need to create a calm and orderly 
system by which students can debate 
and offer suggestions for policies, and 
where incoming students can learn 
what existing policies are on graffiti 
and public art, among other things.

What we need to be aware of is that 
it’s not wrong to get angry. Anger 
is a powerful tool for good. But in 
order for it to be used creatively and 
productively instead of destructively, 
it must be channeled and honed. 
In the end, I didn’t paint this on a 
wall. I didn’t scream it at passersby. 
I didn’t curse it at a professor. I did 
my best to write it out concisely and 
calmly, and hopefully my rage will 
have been put to good use, and result 
in a solution to the problem.   

The Graffiti “Problem”
Submitted Anonymously 
9/15/2012

Liberal Arts Under Pressure
Raffi Jansezian
Managing Editor 

Although a decade of economic 
crisis is forcing many career-driven 
students from a well-rounded educa-
tion Alfred University still sees the 
big picture. 

According to AU Professor of 
Psychology Louis Lichtman who 
served as Acting Dean the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences from 
2004-2008, technical ability and spe-
cialized knowledge won’t help as much 
as being able to see the bigger picture.               

Liberal Arts education has become 
a hard sell among students today who 
fail to see the practical side of liberal 
arts. It is seen as more of a luxury and 
a waste of money by many students, 
who are studying for their first job 
instead of a 40-year-career, and who 
fail to see the importance of stepping 
out of their experience zone.               

“A well-rounded education is im-
portant,” said one AU student, “but 
you can’t force it onto people, that’s 
not helping anything.” The student 
went onto say that she would rather 
take a class because she wants to; not 
because she has to fill out her sched-
ule with graduation requirements. 
She continued saying that because 
of Alfred University’s credit system 
she’s been forced to take “irrelevant 
classes” although she understands the 
value, she was forced to drop classes 
that she was genuinely interested 
in calling the system “f lawed” and 
“constricting.” She explained how she 
understands the significance of the 
classes but professors offer “concept 
after concept they give you material 
but don’t help you with finding a job.”               

“Kids are gonna go to class, but 
they’re just going to regurgitate the 
information to get a grade then drop 
the knowledge and then take classes 
they’re actually interested in,” said 
another AU junior, “it’s a waste of 

money.”  Students seem to have lost 
the very real intrinsic value of gaining 
a liberal arts education. Undoubtedly 
technical ability will help students in 
finding a job and gaining their coveted 
pay-checks, but technical ability can 
become obsolete fast. For students 
to become more attractive hires to 
employers they have to be good at 
learning and able to see things from 
other perspectives.               

“Value in liberal arts, above all, 
it gives you f lexibility and versatil-
ity that you don’t get in professional 
programs,” said AU Professor of 
Communication Studies Pamela 
Schultz said during a January 31 in-
terview.  Of course engineering stu-
dents and business majors can gain 
“f lexibility” and insight into their 
particular field but to get more out 
of the experience.  Dr. Schultz went 
onto explain how Communication 
Studies is a field that is taught in both 
professional programs and liberal arts 
programs, with classes in persuasion 
and ethics among many others.           

“Outside of business [one’s niche],” 
said Dr. Lichtman, “you have to under-
stand how the world works and how 
people work.” Through a liberal arts 
program students are given the op-
portunity to step out of their comfort 
zones, learning to relate things Art 
and Geology or History to Business. 
Employers are looking for more than 
special skill they want to see think-
ers and learners to fill managerial 
positions.             

“Professors in liberal arts schools 
and liberal arts programs need to rec-
ognize that for their students, they 
need to emphasize the pragmatics,” 
said Dr. Schultz. Liberal arts isn’t a 
field of specific study, it’s a field that 
gives every major or area of study extra 
knowledge and helps in every aspect.           

When asked how he defined “a 
liberal arts education” Dr. Lichtman 
answered “An education that stresses: 
critical thinking, values, provides a 
breath of knowledge, communication 
skills and understanding of your-
self.” Lichtman maintained that of 
course someone can gain insight into 
their field but f luency in liberal arts 
strengthens an individual’s ability to 
grow in every field not just a single 
specific specialization. 

Professors in want to see students 
succeed, but students need to put in 
the same amount of effort. If students 
go to their General Education courses 
only to regurgitate the information 
then forget about the knowledge they 
were offered than they are only hurt-
ing themselves. Sure the information 
isn’t going to be immediately help-
ful in finding that first or second 
job but when building your 40-year 
career those liberal arts courses will 
come up. A liberal arts education 
isn’t designed just for money but to 
help students and professors grow 
as human beings and as learners in 
the world today.
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