
AU Librarians Meeting 

May 14, 2013 
 

Present: Ellen Bahr, Steve Crandall, Bev Crowell, Laurie McFadden, Mark Smith, Brian 

Sullivan, Fang Wan 

 

SAILS 
Brian raised several questions regarding the accuracy and relevance of the SAILS test, stemming 

from his reading of the test questions as well as his recent experience administering the test to an 

upper level Sociology class. We had a fruitful discussion about assessment in general and SAILS 

in particular, including the various ways in which the test can be administered and the timing of 

the next administration. We decided to administer SAILS again this Fall by sending the test link 

out to students to take on their own time. Brian will lead this project, and consult with Steve 

regarding logistics and incentives. Starting in the Fall, Brian will work with Eva Sclippa, the 

newly hired Art Librarian, to further develop the AU Libraries Assessment plan. Part of that 

process will include evaluating the usefulness of SAILS as a tool, and exploring potential 

alternatives.  

 

Faculty Senate Report 
Laurie reported on the May 3, 2013 and May 10, 2013 Faculty Senate meetings. Several 

highlights included Laurie’s election as Senate Vice President, an update on the ongoing 

conversation about student retention, the hiring of new Provost Rick Stevens, and MOOCs 

(Massive Open Online Courses). 

 

P&T Task Force Update 

Steve and Ellen gave an update on the P&T Task Force. The topic of the most recent meeting 

was teaching observations. Task force members shared information about existing procedures in 

the various units and how the process might be improved. Specific topics of discussion included 

how to incorporate peer review (in addition to review by the chair), the use of a standard form 

across campus (with room for some customization), and the need for training in best practices. 

There was a proposal to pilot a new form and process on a limited basis in the coming year 

(participation would be voluntary). 

 

SUNY Issues 
Mark provided further updates and commentary on several items of interest within SUNY. First 

is the possible SUNY-wide deal to adopt the EBSCO Discovery Service, and the implications of 

that decision for us as Summon users. Second is the move to a single ALEPH Bib record. More 

information is expected soon on both items. 

 

Strategic Planning 
Steve shared the next iteration of the fruits of our ongoing strategic planning process by 

consolidating the various ideas from the librarians into a single document. Steve will send an 

electronic version of that document to the librarians. Each of us then has the opportunity to send 

our thoughts and comments to Steve by June 14. Steve will merge the new ideas into a revised 

document, which we will discuss at our next AU Librarians meeting in August.  



AU Libraries P&T Guidelines 
We voted to accept the changes Ellen made to our Promotion and Tenure Guidelines. She added 

our teaching observation form and updated the table of contents.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian T. Sullivan 

 

 


