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Alfred University 
I ts Beginnings 

I N 1836 a Union University student came to Alfred, 
New York at the request of the settlers of this 

pioneer community and organized on December fifth a 
"select" or private school, out of which Alfred Univer
sity has grown. 

Under William C. Kenyon, its third principal, (All 
three principals were Union Cniversity men.) the school 
was chartered as Alfred Academy in 1843. By 1846 
three school buildings were erected on the present cam
pus and the foundations were laid for the growth of thc 

school into a permanent institution. 

Deep religious faith, a high regard for learning. 
and a devotion to good citizenship, were the foundation 
priIlciples on which the school was built, and have been 
the impelling motives of its promoters, as well as of its 
early founders. 

The school was ehartered by the State of New York 
as Alfred University in 1857 and William C. Kenyon 
became its first president. Although non-sectarian in 
charter, with a self-perpetuating board of trustees, it 
'was founded and is maintained in the interests of Christ
ian education. Students of both sexes, of all denomin-
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ations, and of all races are admitted to equal privileges 
and equal consideration. 

The location of the campus was wisely chosen, and 
has been enlarged from time to time by the purchase 01 
adjacent lands, and now comprises more than one hun
dred acres. It is situated among rugged hills, 1800 
feet above sea level, and is growing constantly in beaut)' 
and attractiveness. 

President Kenyon died in 1867, ten years after the 
l:niversity charter was granted, having added a sub
stantial dormitory building since the academy days. 
Doctor Jonathan Allen succeeded him as president and 
for twenty-five years gave the college a scholarly admin
istration, in which Kenyon :Memorial Hall was added to 
the plant and a beginning was made in endowment 
funds. Following his death in 1892, Professor Alpheus 
B. Kenyon was Acting President for a few months, and 
Doctor Arthur E. Main was president for a little over 
two years. In September 1895, Doctor Boothe C. Davis, 
now president, began his administration. 

For the first seventy-five years after its founding, 
or about fifty years after Alfred University's charter 
was granted, Alfred's progress in educational achieve
ment and material equipment was fraught with the dif
ficulties of a new rural country and its attendant pov
erty, but it was characterized by self-sacrifice, loyalty, 
devotion and toil that challenge admiration and praise. 
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In the past twenty years there has been a new era 
of advance in educational standards and in material 
equipment; student attendance has rapidly multiplied; 
many new buildings have been added; the endowment 
has beel! greatly increased; the faculty has been en
larged in numbers and its compensation increased. The 
educational standards have been recognized and ap
prm'ed by all the standardizing agencies of the country, 
including' the Association of American Universities. 
Faculty members are now entitled to participate in the 
retiring allowance plan of the Teachers' Insurance and 
Annuity Association of America (Carnegie Foundation). 

As Alfred approaches 1936, the centennial year of 
its beginning, its friends and alumni look back with in
creasing gratitude to its beginnings. The heroic men 
and women who laid the foundations, through toil and 
sacrifice and generous giving, in order that an accredited 
institution of higher learning might rise here on these 
foundations, have been pioneers in helping to make pos
sible all that the end of the century will see achieved on 
this campus. 

The College of Liberal Arts, the State Schools of 
Ceramics and of Agriculture, the splendid new buildings 
now rising on the campus, the ~iillion Dollar Centennial 
Fund, and the large body of grateful alumni, are all here 
because Alfred had its beginning, and because of the 
noble men and women who made that beginning possible. 
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The School of Ceramics 

T HE School of Ceramics was founded in 1900 by Act 
of Legislature. The control of the school was 

vested in the trustees of Alfred University. Charles I''. 
Binns, a man of English birth, who had been for 
twenty-five years with the Royal Porcelain Works of 
Worcester, England, was chosen director. 1\ir. Binns 
was then forty-three years of age, and had been for the 
previous two years engaged in the pottery industry in 
Trenton, N. J., during which time he had served also as 
Principal of the School of Industrial Art in that city_ 

Doctor Binns' selection as the first director has 
proved most fortunate. His thirty-two years of distin
guished service will be brought to a close in 1931, by 
statutory age limit. His long term of scholarly admin
istration has given the school both national and inter
national recognition. :B'rorn the first both technology 
and art were taught, for while the Ceramic School at 
Alfred was the second established in the United States, 
it was the first to pay attention to ceramic art. 

The continued growth of the school called for an 
expansion of space and equipment, and in 1912 an ap-
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propriation of $25,000 was secured and a fireproof wing 
was added to the building. Here were housed the kilns 
and furnaces and a new chemical laboratory. New 
members of the faculty were added making a total of 
six. After the World War the school grew rapidly and 
increased accommodations became imperative. Some 
vacant space in the School of Agriculture nearby was 
allotted to the Department of Ceramic Art, but even 
this afforded only temporary relief, so that with the 
cooperation of the State Education Department a new 
building was planned. A bill was introduced in the 
Legislature in 1930 appropriating $175,000. This bill 
was passed and received the approval of Governor Roose
yelt. The bill founding the School in 1900 was signed 
by the then Goyernor Theodore Roosevelt. Contracts 
for the new building 'were awarded in July, 1931. The 
new building is to proyide space for the Department 0: 
Ceramic Engineering, a new department of glass tech
nolog'y and the work in drawing and design. 

In addition to the subjects taught in the technical 
departments, the faculty of Alfred College provides in
struction in English, Modern Languages, History, Eco
nomics, Education, Mathematics, Physics, and .Meehan
ics. The School of Ceramics, in which over a quarter of 
a million dollars has been invested by the State and with 
a faculty nO\v of ten instructors, is thus able to devote 

. undisturbed attention to its special field. The courses 
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cover four years: the first two years are given to pre
liminary, cultural, foundation and sur\'ey courses; the 
next two years are devoted to studies of special ceramic 
products with a view to profitable manufacture. In the 
Applied Art course students attempt the production of 
decorative pottery. 

The school is frequently caned upon to make tests 
of materials of which upwards of a thousand samples 
have been received, chiefly from within the State of 
New York. 

The registration of students for 1930-31 was 188. 
Ninety per cent of these are residents of New York State. 
Hundreds of graduates of the School of Ceramics are 
filling places of leadership and distinction in every 
branch of ceramic industry and art, not only in New 
York state but throughout the nation. 
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School of Agriculture 

T HE State School of Agriculture at Alfred Univer-
sity was officially established on May 6, 1908, 

when Governor Charles E. Hughes signed the bill es
tablishing the school. This bill carried an appropriation 
of $'15,000 for the purpose of erecting necessary build
ings and purchasing a farm of not to exceed 300 acres. 
The following year an additional appropriation of 
$40,000 was made for completing the buildings already 
hegun and erecting a dairy building and greenhouse. 
Twenty thousand doH aI'S was appropriated for main
tenance for the school during 1909-10. 

The present buildings and equipment of the school 
consist of one fOllr-story brick and stone building 50 
ft. x 100 ft., known as Agricnltnral Hall; a dairy huild
ing, same construction; greenhouse, concrete and glass; 
three poultry houses; one piggery, two dairy barns, 
incubator cellar, six pure-bred Percheron horses, forty 
head of pure-bred Holstein, Jersey and Ayrshire cattle, 
six thousand capacity incubators, fivc hundred and 
fifty laying hens, two tractors and other machinery. 

During the twenty years of its life the school has 
been devoting its efforts to preparing young men for 
a successful career in farming or some allied occupa
tioll. As you go about western New York you find the 
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graduates of N. Y. S. A. playing an important part in 
the various rural and community organizations. They 
are masters of Granges, directors of Farm Bureaus, 
town supervisors, managers of co-operatives, and in 
this manner use the talents developed at Alfred to 
make their local communities a better place in which 
to live. 

The State School of Agriculture offers a two
year course to those young men who have completed 
high school and wish to get a practical education in 
agriculture before engaging in the business of farming. 
It offers a three-year course to those young men who 
have, for one reason or another, not completed the high 
school work. Seventy-five per cent of the graduates 
of the school are farming or connected with a busi
ness which deals in agricultural cOllllllodities. The 
school attempts to do more than merely to give a 
scientific training in agriculture. It aims to make 
well-rounded men. 

Situated as it is, a part of Alfred University, and 
in a collegc town, it brings to the student through 
lecturcs, concerts and social activities a degree of cul
ture and self-confidence which will prove of lasting 
value wheresoever his life work ma~r lead him. 

There is no tuition charge and the cost of board 
and room in Alfred is very reasonable. The length 
of the school term, six months, from October first to 
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April first, makes it possible for the young man to 
leave the farm in the fall, after the heavy work is com
pleted, and retm'n in time to take up the next season's 
program. If, on the other hand, it is necessary for 
the young man to earn 11is own funds, the six months 
in the summer will allow him to earn sufficient money 
to carry him through the following school year. 
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The President 

Alfred University 

President D a vis 
is the builder 

of the new Alfred. 
Others labored sac
rificially and effec
tively before him. He 
builded upon their 
secure foundations Boothe C. Davis, LL. D., President 

but the Alfred of the nineteen-thirties is peculiarly his 
work. 

Elected to the presidency in 1895, when Alfred's 
glory ,vas in rather serious eclipse, he has for over 
thirty-six years guided her destinies. rnder the magic 
of his leadership truly startling changes haye been 
brought about. 

A comparison of 1895 with 1931, is illuminating. 
At the earlier date Alfred LniYcrsitv had a campus of . ---
ten 

some sixteen acres, now it covers over one hundred acreI',. 
'l'hen there were six buildings, now there are twenty. In 
1895 there was a total endowment of $250,000, in 1931 
in cash, securities and pledges we boast over $1,500,000, 
or- an increase of six fold. Then there was a faeulty of 
.-;eventeen persons, now there are fifty-seven. At the 
beginning of President Davis' term there were some 
sixty or seyenty students all told in the college and the 
then existing academy. (The academy was discontinued 
in 1915.) Now we register 500 students, all of college 
grade and exclusive of those registered in the Agricul
tural School. In that earlier day the total annual ex
penses involved in operating Alfred University were 
about $24,000, last year (1930-31) they aggregated the 
sum of $332,500. 

Thus the physical size of Alfred-its property, en
dowments, staff, laboratories, libraries-has been greatly 
increased. Nor is that all. The variety of its instruc
tion and courses has been enlarged by the establishment 
by the State of New York, of the New York State School 
of Clay-Working and Ceramics (1900), and the Net" 
York State School of Agriculture (1908), which has 
registered at times as many as 225 student8. The state 
is now erecting a new building for the Ceramic School 
at a cost of $175,000, exclusive of furnishings. 

In keeping too with the demands of the time great 
progress has been made qualitatively as well as quanti-

eleven 



tatively. Within a few years Alfred has been granted 
Class A rating by every college standardizing agency in 
the United States, and her graduates have been accepted 
for many years equally with the best in the graduatE 
schools of the great unh·ersities. More recently she ha~ 
won recognition from the American Association of Uni
Yersity "V omen. 

Moreoyer student life hag heen enriched in man)' 
ways. Athletics have been expanded, better financed 
and better staffed; a University Chaplain and Director 
of Religious Activities employed; and national and local 
fraternities, and sororities, and honor societies have been 
encouraged and now flourish On the campus. Healthy 
social life and social education have been promoted by 
the Susan Howell Social Hall and its beautiful appoint
ments. Similar results will undoubtedly accompany the 
use of the new Frank L. Bartlett Memorial Dormitory. 

In all these and many other changes of the past 
third of a century and more, President Davis has been 
the inspirer, the guiding genius, the undaunted leader. 
One of his own frequent and fayorite remarks when re
viewing these years is, "My salvation has been never to 
know when I was licked". Such a man is really never 
licked. Trying some program and meeting disappoint
ment and threatened failure, he ever comes up smiling, 
trying something else, returning doggedly again to his 
prime objectiye and scoring a tonch dmvn. His most 
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recent achievement was the completion last \vinter of 
the epoch-making Centennial Program Fund netting 
$1,042,OOO-the biggest single task ever undertaken by 
Alfred University. 

Perhaps one of President Davis' most outstanding 
qualities is his ablilty to make and keep friends. A 
most genial and friendly personality, he has won the ad
miration, liking, even the deep affection of so many with 
whom he has come into contact. The result is that to
day all over this land and reaching into other lands arc 
hundreds, perhaps thonsands, of staunch friends of Al
fred University. So many of these-alumni, old stu
dents, business men,· educators, men and women of 
affairs, philanthropists-are friends because of the per
sonality and foresight and effort of President Davis. 

Nor has he lacked recognition by those outside the 
immediate circle of his own institution. From time to 
time he has been drafted into other labors. He did im
portant serYice as chairman for Allegany County in the 
Liberty Loan Campaigns of the Wodd War; for several 
years he was one of the trustees and a powerful plat
form speaker of the Anti-Saloon League; at another 
time he served as President of the Association of the 
Colleges and Universities of New York State; and more 
recently he was honored with the presidency of the 
national Council of Church Boards of Education. 
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How often the present writer has seen "Prexy" on 
the campus of Old A. U. at Commencement time or other 
times, characteristically surrounded by hosts of admir
ing alumni, old students and other friends! On such 
occasions he has been tempted to say of him as was said 
centuries ago of Sir Christopher Wren, the architect of 
S1. Paul's Cathedral in which Wren lies buried: "If you 
would see his monument, look about you". 

Thank God that unlike Wren, President Davis is 
actively and vividly with us and in the "words of the 
Alma Mater is still our" gallant young leader". 
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J. Nelson Norwood, 
Dean 

Board of Trustees 
Officers 

ORRA s. ROGERS, President 
• ALI'HEeS B. KEXYOX, Vice-president 

("·RTIS F. RANDOLPH, Trensnrer 

Plainfield. N. J. 
Alfred 
Alfrea 

D. SHEIDIA:< BrRDIcK, Secretary Alfl'ed 

Trustees 
Term expires in .Tnne, 1932 

Mrs. W. L. AMES 
ORRA S. ROGERS, S. B., LL. D" '94 
D. SHEIOlA:< BURDICK, Ph. B., '82 

Dr. W"'FRED L. P01'TER, Ph. B., '00, M. D. 
~Iiss FLORE:<CE W. HA1'CH 
*Vl'of. ,..--\LPHECS B. KEXYOX, Sc. D., '74 

B. SHE~"FIELD Be'SSgTT 

New York 
Alfred 
Plainfield, K J. 
Syracuse 
}'rlelldsllip 
Alfred 
Alfrea 

,TOHN A. LAPP, PI!. B., LL. D., '06 
L. CLIFTO'X BOYCE, Ph. B., '88 

"Irs. HAnRY BRADI,gy 
'VH,LIA)'I C. HlJBBARD, ~L S. 
JOB:< P. H>mRlcK 

Chicago, Ill. 
Alfred 
Wellsyille 
Plainfield, N. J. 
Oleau 

Term expires in Jnne, 1983 
HOll. HORACE B. PACKER, LL. D Wellsboro, Pa. 

WILLIAll C. CA,,"ON, I'll. B .. LL. D .. '91 N<,w York 
Hon. JOHN J. ~IERRlLI" Ph. :\1., '84, LL. D. Alban,-

.1l'Sl'lN B. BRADLEY Horu('ll 
NATHAN E. LEWIS, J\f. E., Sc. D, Plainfield, N. J. 

:\Irs. SHIRLEY E. BROWN Hornell 
ASA 1<'. RA:<DOU'H, A. B., '03 Plainfield, N. J. 
HERBERT G. WHIPPLE, A. B., '87 Yonkers 
I~LIE 1<::. }'E:<xlm .llfrea 
LA:<GFORD C, WHITFORD, B. S., '12 Well8yiJIe 
C. 1,00" IS AI,LgN, Se. D. Alfred 

'l"erm expires in June! 1934 
Prof. EIJWIN H. LEWIS, Ph. D., LL. D .. '87 Chicago. Ill . 

• TCDSO:< G. ROSEBl'SH, A, :\1., LL. D., '00 Appleton. Wis. 
Dr. "[Allces L. CLAWSOX, Ph, B .. .\1. D .. '90 Plainfield, N .• J. 
Sllpt, HENRY :\1 . .\Ln:sox, A. M .. Ped. D. Plainfield, N .. J. 
Hon. GEORGE L. BABCOCK Plainfield, N. J. 

CLARENCE W. SPICER Toledo, O. 
Pres. BOO'UIE C. DAVIS, Ph. D .. LL, D .. '90 Alfr"a 

STEPHE:< C. ROSEBUSH, '05 Appleton, "'is. 
CCRTIS F. RANDOLPH Alfred 
""ILLIA}I R. CLARKE New York 
CORLISS F. RANDOLPH, A. ~I., L. H. D., '88 Newark, N. J. 

Officers of the University Corporation 
For year ending June, 1932 

~ALPHEcs B. KE"YON, 
.TOHS J. '\IERRILL, 
D. SHERi\IA:< BURDICK, 

~ mea Sept. 15, 1931 

President 
Vice-president 
Secretary 
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University Faculty, 1931-1932 
Boothe Colwell Davis, Ph. D., LL. D., President 

John Nelson Norwood, A. ~I., PI .. D., Dean of the College-History 
and Politicnl Science 

Arthur IiJlwin :lIain, A. ill., D. D., L. H. D .. Dean of the Department 
of Theology and Religious Edllcation---Theolog~' 

Dora Kenyon Degen, A. ill., Dean of "'omen-English Bihle and Re
ligious E{luca tiOIl 

Charles Fergus Binns, Sc. D., Director of Ceramics-Ceramic 1.'ech
Ilology 

Cortez Randolpb Clawson, Litt. B .. A. 1\1.. Librarian--Library Ecol1-
olny 

Waldo Alberti Titsworth, A. ill.. Se. ~I., Registrar-;Uathematics 

.Tame,; Currie )£eLeod, Se. B., B. D .. FlIiYersity Chaplain 

Ray Winthrop Wingate-Direetor of ilIusic 

Joseph Seidlin, Sc. M., A. 111., Ph. n.-)Iatbcmatics 

Ada Becker Seidlin----Pianoforte 

Marion Lawrence Fosdick-Ceramic Art and lIIodeling 

Clara Katherine Nelson-Drawing and Design 

Beulall Nowland Ellis, Ph, B., Ed. B., A. ilL--Euglish 

Gilbert WIlitl1e~' Campbell, A. )1., B. D., Ph. D.--Philosophy and Edl1-
cation 

Panl Canfield Sannders, Sr. ~I., Ph. D.---·Cllcmlstry 

Llo~'d R. Watson, A. :II., Ph. D.-Director of Research 

Clifford 1I1iller Potter, Sr. lII.---Physics 

WaIter L. Greene, A. B .. B. D.-Biblical Languages, Church History. 
et('. 

Edgar D. Vau Hom, A. )1., D. D.-ThMlogy 

Eva Lucile Ford. A. B" A. "I. .. ~Romallce Languages 

Irwin Alexander Conroe. A. B., A. IlL-English and Public Speaking 
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Emmet r"ritjof Hildebrand. Se. 'B.. A. ilL-Industrial Mechanics 

lIurray J. Rice. A. )L Ph. D.-Ceramic Chemistry 

Anstin D. Bond. Sc. B., A. M.-----Biology 

Charles R. Amherg, Se. lI.--CHamie Engineering 

Garrett Stpwllrt Xease. A. B., Mus. B., A. :\1., Ph. D.---Classical Lan-
guages 

,Tames A. ilIcLane, B. P. E.-Physical Education 

Harold Orlando Borans. A. B., A. ilL-Philosoph), and Education 

Charles Dayid Buchanan, A. B., A. ilL-German 

Burton Benjamin CraudalI, A. B., ill. B. A.-Economics 

Rolla James Bennett, A. B., B. D .. A. ilI.-History 

Fred Washington Ross. Se. B., Se. :\I.-Geology and Botany 

Harold Ormond Burdick, A. B., A. M.-Blology 

Lelia Evel~'n Tupper, A. B., A. )I.-English 

·ilL Ellis Drake, A. B., A. ilL-History 

Clarence W. illerritt, Se. B.-Ceralllics 

Wendell Moses Burditt, Se. B., A. )I.-English and Dralllatics 

Ildra Alfreda Harris, A. B., A. ilL-Romance Languages 

"'arren P. Cortelyou, Sc. B.-Ceramic' Chemistry 

Clmrle" ill. Harrier-Drawing and Ceramic Art 

Erma B. Hewltt-illetal \York 

David \Yilllum Weaver, Jr .. Sc, B., Se. ilL-Chemist.ry 

John Galloway-Physical Education and Coach of Athl,.tics 

Ruth Patience Greene. A. B.--Assistant I,ibrnrian and Assistant in 
Library ~}conomy 

I,eland Elli" Williams, Sc. B.-Industrial Mechanics 

Lester Ray Polan, A. B.-lIIathematics 

)Iarie LOllise Cheval, A. B., A. :H.-Romance Language8 

Xathalie Marie Shepard-Physical Education for Women 
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Archie Earl Cllamplin. Ph. B., Director of Agriculture-Rural Eco
nomics and Parlimentary Law 

Willard Ray Cone, Sc. :\L-Agronomy, I,'ruit Growing 

Paul B. Orvis, Sc. B.-Supervising Specialist 

George S. Robinson-Poultry Husbandry 

Lloyd Robinsoll, Se. B., A. j)L--Farm 1lanagement. Animal Husbandn' 

.FJrl .. M. 11yers, Se. B.-Dairy Industry 

Paul .J. Abbott. Se. B.-Extension Courses 

George Dln:Hllore. Be. B.-Extension Courses 

Carl Furrer-Extension Courses 

George W. Smith--Superiutendent of Farm 

.' Absent on lea"" 

Executive Officers 
Boothe C. Davis, Prl'sident 

Curtis Ji'. Randolph, Tr(,llsurer 

J. W('sll'Y 11il1er, Director Depal'tment of Finance 

Raymond O. Hitchcock, University Ph~'sicilln 

Lydin E. COlIOYe!', Superintendent of Clawson Infirmary 

Harry C. Greene, Superint('udent of Buildings and Grouu(}s 

Ruth A. Roger", Assi,tant to th(' Treasurer 

Heleu Taylor, Secretary 

Lucile B. Knapp, Secretary to the President 
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Alfred U ni versi ty 

Geographic Distribution of Students, 1931-1932 

New Yorlt ....................................... , .... 431 

Pennsylvania 

New Jersey 

Connecticut 

, Massachusetts 

Ohio 

Florida 

Illinois 

Rhode Island 

Georgia 

Idaho .. ,."., ........ " .. ,',., .... ,"", .... , .... , ... . 

25 

2() 

7 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Kansas 

Virginia 

'Wisconsin 

District of Columbia 

France 

Korea 

Total ........ ,."." ...... ,",.,.,.,', ... , ... ,.,. 503 
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.Distribution of Students According to Occupation 
of Parents, 1930-1931 

Farmers 

Merchants 

Humemakers ......... . 

Railroad 

Retired 

42 

41 

34 

23 

21 

Mechanics ............. 18 

Managers ............. . 

Contractors 

Engineers ............. . 

Clerks 

Carpenters ............ . 

Real Estate ........... . 

Salesman 

Laborers 

17 

16 

16 

14 

13 

12 

12 

11 

Manufacturers ......... 11 

J<'oremen .............. . 10 

twenty 

Teachers 

Lawyers 

Barroers 

Insurance 

Orphans 

Banker:s 

City, County Official .... 

Physicians 

Oil Men 

Painters 

Plumbers 

Truckmen 

Superintendents 

Miscellaneous (less than 

10 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

6 

() 

6 

6 

5 

5 

five in each) ...... 107 

Total .............. 503 

Sect 

Methodist 

Religious Classification of Students 

1930-1931 

Total 

121 

CathOlic, Roman ....................................... 76 

Pres b}'1terian ......................................... . 

Hebrew .............................................. . 

Episcopal ............................................ . 

Baptist, First Day ................................... . 

Baptist, Seventh Day ................................. . 

59 

52 

48 

41 

24 

Congregational ........................................ 21 

Lutheran 

Christian 

Catholic, Greek ...................................... . 

Universalist .......................................... . 

Dutch Reform ....................................... . 

Christlan Science ... . ............................... . 

United Brethren ...................................... . 

Evangelical .......................................... . 

13 

5 

5 

5 

4 

3 

2 

2 

All Others ............................................ 12 

No Preference 10 

Total ........................................... 503 
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Endo\vnlent and Property 
Held by AHretl Lnh'ersity and other Corporations for Alfretl rui· 

,,('rsitr, Jnne 30, 1931. 
Endowment Assets 

('ollege of Liberal Arts: 
'l'rnstees of: 

Alfred LniYersity ................ !!'6Gil.537 00 
Seventh Day Baptist Education So-

ciety ...................... ... :n.2·'8 93 
Seventh Day Baptist :\femorial F.md 173,750 flO 
Alumni ASHociation of Alfred Llli-

"ersity .. . . . . . . . . . .. ......... 12,828 42--$ 87;;,354 (Hi 
rl'heoIo~icrrl Department; 

Tru stees of: 
Alfred Uuh'ersity ................ 28,466 00 
Sev{'nth Day Baptist Edneatioll So-

eiety ................... ...... 26.161 80 
SHellth Da~' Baptist :Uemorial Fund 17.452 :,3·-$ 72,080 l:l 

. Plant Assets 
CoIIN,e of IAheral Arts: 

Gronnds ............ is 27."51) 00 
~lerrill Athletic Field. 10.000 00 
Buildings ........... G(J4.(l:)() on 
Furniture ........... 41.400 00 
Apparatns .......... 51.1,,0 00 
Library .. .......... :l6.500 00 
,Itl~eum ............ 10.0nn OO--$s·!1.0;;n on 

Xew York State SclH'ol of Clay Working 
and Ceramic" at Alfred Lui\'prHity: 

Grounds ............ 1.000 00 
Buildings ........ . . 45.000 00 
Furniture ........... 2.000 00 
Apparatus .......... 17.800 00 
Lihrau . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.000 OO~-~ (l(J.800 00 

Xe", York ~tate Sehool of Agricnltnre at 
Alfred Lnivel'sity: 

Grollnds ........ , .. 
BuildingR .. , ...... . 
Furniture ... ...... . 
Apparatus ......... . 

11.;;00 00 
130.000 00 

2500 00 
9.800 00 
I.OOO 00 Library ........... . 

Lh'e stock ......... . 1:3.000 00-$167.800 OO--$1,075.1H50 00 

Current Assets 
Cnlleg-e of Liberal ArtA: 

ReTenl1e ..:\('('ollnt: 
Cash and securities... $ 3:),386 79 

Tlwolog-ical Departnwllt: 
Cash ..... ......... 1,376 90 

lrnnroQ:meHt Punu: 
('ash ......... ..... 20.250 22~$ 55.00l 91 

New York State ~('hool of A/:riculture at 
Alfred Luiversit)': 

Cash-Income Fund.... 2,709 

Grand Total ..... . 
twenty·two 

..-i'J7.723 79 

$2,080,808 58 

Income and Expenditures 
Budget Estimate 1931-1932 

College of Liberal Arts 

Summer Session 

Income 

Department of Theology an:l Religious 

Education .... . .................. . 

New York State School of Clay-Working 

and Ceramics 

New York State School of Agriculture .. 

Total Income ................ _ ........ . 

Expenditures 

College of Lib;;ral Arts .......... . ... . 

Summer Session 

Department of Theology and Religious 

Education 

New York State School of Clay-Working 

and Ceramics 

New York State School of Agriculture .. 

Total Expenditures ................... . 

$224,129 

8,000 

5,000 

74,099 

40,200 

$223,527 

8,000 

5,000 

74,099 

40,200 

$351,428 

$350,826 
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Record of Growth 
1 No. Stll(lent:; I~ __ ~_;~!:~:~~~~~~~~,~._~_,_~ Ii" ~~nJar:ejj 

"r.: 1 i 
~ - j , :1 

r.:';:; ~ .. ~.. I' - Ii ~ §E ~::: ~! 
C ~ ~ . ~ I ~ J e: II 

Yea:' 

-----1------' 1---1--·---'----1 ---! 1-·----· 
19~.2.031 92 1 211111511 18,1146/ 3,1971 1,~7r.11 17,91811 11,740' 
1903·()4 911 241 11811 1~,H() 3.2141 1,45~\ 18,13711 13,807' 
1!)04·051 951 24; 11911 15,094i 3,45;'1 1.360 19,9091112,27:)-
19050G I 100 I 251 131'1 14,415' 4,737 1,4501 20,0021 11,715' 
1906·0711101 n: 1ni' 14.7101 5,0311 1,545.21,28(1 112,(1-18' 
1907·01'\ I 921 271 109,! 1(1,5971 :1.6721 9641 21.23311 10.7~2· 
1908·09 I 901 301 12011 10,OUSI 4.1281 1,3711 22,1H711 12,H72* 
1909·10 1 90i :H 12711 15,89"1 4,3341 1,3981 21,02511 14,192' 
1910·11 i 10GI ;,,,1 1411, 21.1241 5,0411 1.2961 28,06111 11,Rll 
1911·12 I 11111 3:11 14811 19.11001 i),279 1.1471 2".726! I 1101',~~~ 
1912.1311111 351 146!! 1R.R681 5,3751 1,3·111 25.38411 _v_ 
1913·14 1121 HI 111211 20.9661 5,9091 1,5831 28,4,,11, 10,9~!l 
19H·I" 1 1071 401 1471 I 19.H.,51 4,7711 1,()87 I 2.,,121l~ 1 12.118 
1915·1611141 401 154!! 20,005; 6,45fll 1,6781 28,1:15/11 11.64-1 
1916·17 I 1291 4(;1 1751: 19.2~ill 7.45(1 1.7651 28,·J.57 I 1:1,968 
Hl17-181 1061 H9, 145,! 20.7081 5.7221 3,110' 2957f11! 17,750 
11)18·19! 1941 5BI 2-t711 21.2771 11.fl271 6.9221 40.02011 ~07'.~4'~~ 
1Il19·20 1 120 1 1)31 1791; 2::'1(l1' 12.5Rill 5.052! 4(),80011 -
1920·21 I 12.31 8ii, ~08il ~(i.0321 15,2831 5.9·141 47,25!l'1 28,477 
1921·221 1581 1021 26011 25,2421 21,400! 9.479) ii(\,121 1 , 32.919 
1922·2', I l\1GI 971 29"11 29,2·HII 27.2751 10.3791 (iG.900 11 36,587 
1923·241 2271 1091 g:WII 30.4411 31,4351 10,8381 72,71411 41.225 
1921·251 2061 l:nl :183,1 32.R871 36.9131 1 U)44i 81,44-1 ! 43,9110 
1925-261 2081 li'i21 45011 35.2561 49,0991 12,017! 96.3721' 48,394 
1920.271 320' IOOI 48011 0S.826! 60,:'::11 12,.a:n!111.4881! 5S.88a 
1927·28; 3111 Ina 47411 43,7151 72.2501 13.1021129,06711 09.773 
1928·29 I 3261 In;'1 491: 1 44.1601 89.8151 1!l,439 1147,434. I 77,:H8 
1929·301 3101 1641 47-l11 H,1501108,0001 1:3,3001165.45011 87,500 
1929-HO I 11051 Im)1 47111 4:U'821104,5021 12,4481160.2.321! 86,281 
1930·311 2991 186! 48511 42,90.11108,5521 13,1831164,()3911 91,506 

__ . __ . _.L_ ... L_ . ....L... . .J.L........_L ___ L. __ . __ L ___ U __ . __ 
• Early years Include Academy sularie8 as they were not r"portell 
separately thlc'll, bnt tuition given is cot/ege only as the tuition 
items were ",'ported separately. 
t 1915·1(1 ClHUlged from 10 to 12 salary lmyments per year. 
S 1918·19 Student Army Training Corps. 
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Improvement Fund 
lind 

The $1,000,000 Centennial Program Fund 

(a continuation of the Improvement Fund) 

From 1916 to July 1, 1931 

The Improvement Fund 

I N the year 1916, the 'l'rustees of Alfred rniversit;r 
voted to undertake to rai8e at least $55,000.00 for 

improvements, the Fund to be known as the "Improve
ment 'B'und." The amount to be raised was increased 
from time to time as additional imprm-ements became 
necessary, The goal was fixed at $300,000.00 for en
dowment when the General Education Board by COIl· 

tract, dated March 1, 1921, agreed to pay to Alfred 
'CniYersit;- $100.000.00, on eondition that the V'niversity 
secure not less than $300,000.00 for permanent endow
ment, inclnding the contribution of thc Board, on or be
fore October 30, 1921, in cash, or subscriptions to be paid 
on or before October 30, 1926, All conditions of the 
General Education Board were met, and on October 30, 
1926, a total of over $500,000.00 had been received in 
cash and 8ecurities, over $300,000.00 of which was des
ignated for permanent endowment, 
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The $1,000,000 Centennial Program Fund 

A t the annual meeting in June, 1927, the Trustees 
adopted a program of improvements requiring an ad
ditional sum of one million dollars, to be known as the 
$1,000,000.00 Centennial Program Fund, to be completed 
by 1936, and the Finance Committee was empowered to 
take such action as might be necessary to carry out the 
Program. 

The Finance Committee inaugurated a systematic 
campaign by the appointment of local committees to so
licit subscriptions from alumni and friends of the Uni
versity. Much loyal and efficient work was done by the 
members of the various committees which resulted in 
raising cash and SUbscriptions amounting to $346,474.47. 
At a meeting of the trustees 011 March 21, 1930, reso
lution was adopted authorizing the officers of the Board 
of Trustees to enter into a contract with the Hanchcr 
Organization of Chicago, Illinois, to undertake to raise 
the balance of the $1,000,000.00 I<'und. The director of 
the campaign and the office manager began their labors 
in May, 1930, and offices for their use were fitted up on 
the second floor of the Green Block. The validating 
figure was placed at $1,000,000.00, and the date for vali
dation was named as December 20, 1930, at which time 
the records showed a total in gifts and pledges received 
of $1,013,945.38, and after examination by a committee 
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appointed for the purpose, a resolution was adopted de
claring the subscriptions valid and binding. 

Subscriptions continued to be received as a result 
of the campaign, also through the efforts of the Finau
cial Secretary and various trustees, so that on June 30, 
1931, the fund totaled $1,042,744.66. 

The Subscriptions Received to June 30, 1931, 

Are Classified as Follows 

Buildings: 

Alumni Hall ................ $ 3,365 00 
Babcock Hall Rebuilding Fund 5,357 50 
Bartlett Memorial Dormitory.. 150,000 00 
Gymnasium .......... ....... 6,280 00 
Infirmary ................... 10,000 00 
Ladies Dormitory ............ 50 00 
Susan Howell Social Hall .... 30,000 00-$ 205,052 50 

Endowment: 

Scholarships 
Other Endowment .......... . 

Annuities ...................... . 
Deagan Chimes ................. . 
Moving Picture Machine ......... . 
Estate Pledges ................. . 
Undesignated Pledges ........... . 

Total 

55,489 30 
140,459 11-$ 195,948 41 

37,600 00 
700 00 
500 00 

291,050 00 
311,893 75 

$1,042,744 66 
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The Department of Finance 

T HE trustees had felt for sometime that the COll

stantly increasing responsibilities in administer
ing the affairs of the University, made it necessary to 
relieve the President from the heavy burden of cultivat
ing and soliciting for finances. 

The Finance Committee gave the matter mnel, 
study and consideration and recommended to the trus
tees at their meeting held in New York, Oetober 7, 1931, 
that a Department of Finance with a directing head be 
established. The Board voted to establish such a depart
ment and elected Doctor J. 'N esley ]\filler, who has had 
a long and a successful career in philanthropic financing, 
as director of the department. Doctor :Miller began his 
duties as director at once. The President and trustees 
of the University solicit for him the most kindly con
sideration and co-operation by the friends of the Uni
versity. 

The Finance Committee, under which the Depart
ment of Finance is organized, and which is cooperating' 
with Doctor Miller, consists of the following trustees: 

C. l.oomi:-; Allen. Chairman 
HOll. George L Babco<:k 
Ju stin B. Bradley 
William C. Cannon 
Prl's. B. C. Payi. 
Nathan llJ. Lf'wiK 
Dr. Willfred L. Potter 
,Isa F. Randolph 
Curtis F. Randolph 
Orra S. Rogers 
Judson G. Rosebush 
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~\lfred 
Plainfield, N .. 1. 
Hornell 
New York City 
Alfred 
Plainfiel!1, N .. J. 
SYracllse 
Plainfield. N. J. 
Alfred 
Plainfield. N. J. 
Appleton, Wis. 

Improvement Fund Continuation 
Program 

The following continuation improvement program was 

adopted by the Board of Trustees at their meeting in New 

York, October 7, 1931: 

Physics Hall ................................ $100,000 

Ladies Dormitory 

1. Renovation and Improvement to present 

Ladies Dormitory ...................... 25,000 

2. New Ladies Dormitory .................. 150,000 

Provision for Executive Offices and Additional 

Class Rooms ............................... 75,000 

Added Endowment Including Scholarships .... 500,000 

Stack Room Addition to Library .............. 25,000 

Chemistry Building .......................... 100,000 

Chapel and Furnishings ..................... 75,000 

Ladies Gymnasium and Swimming Pool ..... . 

Boothe C. Davis Hall of Liberal Arts ......... . 

100,000 

350,000 

Total ..................................... $1,500,000 
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Justification of the Program 

T HERE are enrolled in the colleges and universities 

of the United States roundly 1,000,000 students. 

State universities care for about 250,000. The one hun

dred most highly endowed private institutions care for 

approximately 250,000, and the remaining 500,000 are 

provided for by some six hundred smaller colleges. 

The one hundre-d most highly endowed institutiom 

hold about three fourths of the total endowments held 

by all institutions of higher learning in the United 

States, but care for only about one fourth of the stu

dents enrolled. This throws a heavy burden on the 

smaller colleges, such as Alfred University, which must 

care for fifty per cent of the total number of students of 

the country with only twenty-five per cent of the funds 

given privately for higher education. 

'1'0 meet its fair share of the educational responsi

bility for the 500,000 students in the smaller colleges, 

Alfred University must carry out the improvement pro· 

gram authorized by its board of trustees. 

Support of the J..Jiberal Arts CoUege is a social and 

economic necessity. 
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Prank L. Bartlett Dormitory 

Architect's Drawing of Ceramic Building 
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Appreciation 
E VERY movement for human uplift, social welfare 

and enlightenment is dependent upon personal 
interest and sacrificial giving of time, labor and money 
on the part of benevolently disposed people. 1'he his
tory of Alfred University bears eloquent witness to the 
truth of this statement. 

From the brave]outh who walked from Alfred to 
Schenectady in the summer of 1836, and carried the re
quest of pioneer settlers in this wilderness region to a 
college trained man to start a school here, to the last 
generous soul who, made the requisite final subscription 
to complete the Million Dollar Centennial Fund, every 
one of the thousands of helpful services to Alfred has 
represented sacrificial giving of interest, time, labor or 
money. 

No word of mine can do justice in expressing ap
preciation and grateful thanks to the thousands of Al
fred's friends and benefactors, living and dead. The 
records of their services will be indelibly inscribed on the 
heart's tablets of uncounted multitudes of men and 
women, past, present and future, who share the benefitR 
of these labors and sacrifices. 

The rising tides of educational achievement and of 
human aspirations join in gratitude too large for indi-
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,-idual expression. I have a feeling that in Heaven their 
names are all written. But as President of the Univer
sity in these years of more rapid expansion, I esteem it 
an honor to say the words of official, as well as of per
sonal thanks and appreciation to one and all of Alfred's 
glorious group of benefactors, who by these services and 
gifts have made themselves immortal. 

li'or all that you have done and said in the interest 
of -Alfred, may your reward be evident in Alfred's en
larging service to the youth of the land, and in your 
eonsciousness of a worthwhile service to your fellow men. 

Boothe C. Davis, 
President 
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