
HERRICK LIBRARY 
ALL-STAFF MEETING 

January 25, 2010 
3-4:15 pm 

 
Present: Sara Arrasmith, Brett Arno, Ellen Bahr, Steve Crandall, Amanda Criss, Lois 
Foxwell, Dave Snyder, Linda Sootheran, Brian Sullivan 
 

1) Presentation on Web site redesign, New Herrick Logo and PR group projects 
– Ellen Bahr 
 
Ellen noted that she’s working on a template for a new web site which both 
Herrick and Scholes can use – making the look of the two sites more similar.  
Both sites will be using the same underlying platform.  Ellen and Brett are 
working together to create the template which is being done with new software, 
Joomla.  Joomla is an open source content management system. Although open 
source code is free, the library has purchased a template which has many of the 
features they want to use already built in.  The template will be tweaked to reflect 
the needs of the library. 
 
Ellen did a survey last fall and received considerable response. She is using that 
information to inform her decisions on how to best structure the new web site.  
She also looked at other academic library websites and usage statistics from our 
current web site to determine appropriate placement of various features on the 
site. 
 
She is, and will be, asking for feedback both from us and from AU students on 
our reactions to the site as it progresses.  There will be 2 or 3 different versions of 
lower level page templates which will be used, depending on the need of each 
area covered. 
 
The logo was shown and discussed. 
 
The PR group will be focusing on an advertising campaign this semester, based 
on information developed by Chad Harriss’ communication class last fall.  The 
main question is: What do people need to know about Herrick of which they’re 
currently unaware?  There will be a focus on services, resources (both materials 
and personnel) and the Archives.  The main goal will be to promote understanding 
of what Herrick can offer. 
 
[In conjunction with Brian] – There is a new Instant Messaging feature in the 
LibGuides section of the web page.  The librarians will be experimenting with the 
use of research/reference chat during the spring semester. 
 
 
 



2) Periodicals Shift -- Dave Snyder – 
The shift is currently on pause.  Everything is in alpha order, but there are still 
gaps which require more shifting.  Dan Howard may help with shifting, but Linda 
offered that the current shelvers can probably give some time to this project.  
There are also a fair number of JSTOR titles and “dead runs” that need to be 
removed from the Periodicals before the shift is begun. 
 

3) Cataloging/Relabeling/Confucius Institute DVDs – Linda 
There were congratulations all around for the completion of Dave’s Periodicals 
rearrangement, Mary Jo’s completion of the Openhym General relabeling, and 
Sara’s completion of a 2 year project to shelf read all of the periodical holdings.  
Linda then discussed the issue of the Confucius Institute recreational DVDs in 
with the main collection at the front desk.  Much discussion ensued about whether 
they should be separated, put in the stacks with the more scholarly Confucius 
DVDs, or left as is.  Steve asked that we continue to process them as we have 
been, but check on the circulation during the semester.  If there is little use then 
most, or all, of the Confucius DVDs will be moved to the CI stacks. 
 
This conversation led to the issue of patrons looking for specific genres of movies 
and finding it difficult with our numerical system.  Numerical works well for 
known item searches and even for identifying the newest items added to the 
collection, but doesn’t provide an avenue for identifying Sci-Fi, Westerns, 
Romantic Comedy, etc.   
 
There has been discussion of replacing the multimedia search which is currently 
in place with a search that accessed the library catalog directly.  Additional study 
will be needed to see if this will work. 
 

Brett noted that Special Collections had lost a trained student worker which has slowed  
some of the work on the digitization projects.  He mentioned that Laurie is 
identifying previously scanned material and he is pulling it all together to make 
more material available on the web. 
 
One goal is to pique interest in the Archives and Special Collections to encourage 
students to use the materials in their research.   
 
Another goal is to find an image repository for collections that cannot be loaded 
into the Tools of History (where our postcard collection now resides online.)  
They are looking at FLICKR, Adobe Photoshop Gallery, and possibly others. 
 
Laurie has been working with the Fiat Lux editor to identify a vendor and funding 
to digitize some of the early issues. Between her Special Collections fund, a small 
bequest to the library and money from the Fiat Lux, $4500 has been identified. 
Laurie is waiting for the vendor to schedule our project into their production 
timeline and will send the bound volumes at the appropriate time. 
 



Laurie will be working with a different vendor to scan about 2000 of the archival 
slides. She received a grant from SCRLC to pay for this project. 
 

Sara explained that she began a shelf reading project in the Periodicals about 2 years ago.   
She is now finished with that project, and almost finished with another project in 
which she compared the Serials Solutions holdings information with the holdings 
information in Aleph.  The microfilm and microfiche holdings are now cited 
correctly.   
 
We learned that the way holdings were represented in Serials Solutions needed to 
be changed so that they would display properly in the IDS project library holdings 
lists.  Additional, more specific, information on format holdings will still appear 
in the Aleph records. 
 
Sara’s next project will be to look at JSTOR again to take out more volumes and 
have the librarians (Steve) consider the short runs to see if they need to be 
retained. 

 
Lois has been working on the Confucius Institute materials.  She is also processing the  

gratis and Special Collection materials.  In the Special Collections part of her job 
she has been looking at the metadata indexing, correcting subjects to make them 
more uniform/consistent.  She’s also been working on the diaries in the collection, 
correcting and updating the transcriptions and getting them ready to be placed 
online. 

 
Amanda has been learning the ins and outs of Illiad 8.  For some reason the new version  

causes Windows to crash and no discernable pattern has yet been identified. This 
problem has not been occurring at Scholes, so the investigation goes on. 

 
Brian noted that the reference “chat” feature will be available from 9 am - noon and  

1 – 4 pm. 
 
Linda noted that everyone in Collection Management is very busy.  She encouraged  

everyone to ask for items that are needed right away, so that they can be 
processed first. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Steve Crandall (Secretary Pro-tem) 


