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The year is 1858. Alfred Universi-
ty (AU) is a co-educational insti-
tution that provides men’s housing 
on the north end of campus and 
women’s on the south end. Unfor-
tunately, South Hall, the women’s 
residence hall, has just burned 
down.

Alfred residents quickly band 
together with the university and 
architect Maxson Stillman to build 
a new ladies’ residence hall. This 
new building will be a Greek revival 
style brick construction, featuring 
a “hipped roof ” and an “octagonal 
cupola,” according to university 
archives. It will stand 120 feet long 
and five stories high, counting the 
cupola. It will house 100 women 
and a dining hall for 200 people in 
the basement. Each occupant will 
have her own furnished and carpet-
ed sleeping area and separate study 
space.

By 1860, the ambitious project is 
complete. Compared to its sur-
roundings, the hall is enormous. It 
is a point of pride for both the uni-
versity and the village residents -- a 
symbol of how the two united their 
efforts in a troubling time. Over the 
next few decades, this building will 
be known by many names: Board-
ing Hall, University Hall, Ladies 
Hall, The Match Factory (as it was 
the only place male students could 
meet their dates), Abigail Allen 
Hall and, as of 1932, the Brick.

Additions to the building will in-
clude a women’s gymnasium and a 
three-story front porch in 1863 and 
the late 1890s, respectively. 

A testament to the times, social 

If the Brick Could But Speak
Fiat Flashback

Cheyenne Rainford 
Managing Editor

rules in the Brick are strict. Fresh-
men are expected to hold doors and 
run errands for faculty and upper-
class women. They are expressly 
forbidden to sit at the head of the 
table, unless the table consists 
only of freshmen. They must also 
poor water at the dining hall tables 
and give precedence to upperclass 
women in bathrooms, laundry 
rooms and washrooms. 

Fast-forward to 1918. There has 
been a nationwide pandemic of 
Spanish influenza and Alfred has 
not been spared. The ladies’ resi-
dence hall has been converted to an 
infirmary.

“Someone could wake up feeling 
pretty good in the morning and be 
dead by night,” described Universi-
ty Archivist, Laurie McFadden. 

Two years later, the U.S. has 
entered World War I and the 
pandemic seems a distant memo-
ry, according to flu.gov. American 
soldiers have now established a bar-
racks in the ladies’ residence hall. 
The building continues to serve as 

an infirmary as well and military 
nurses are stationed there.

It is now 1932. The Brick has 
caught fire somewhere on the 
fourth floor. The firemen are 
rushing to put out the flames and 
some students are climbing trees 
from which they aim hoses into 
windows. Others are running into 
the building to retrieve whatever 
belongings they can and thrusting 
them out onto the lawn. 

While there are no deaths or 
injuries, the damage to the building 
is significant. The entirety of the 
cupola and fourth floor have suc-
cumbed to the blaze, as well as the 
four-story front porch. 

The Brick is remodeled to suit 
the Georgian revival style of the 
newer buildings on campus. It now 
features “paired chimneys at each 
gable end” and a steeper roof, ac-
cording to university archives. 

During the 1960s, the dating 
scene at the Match Factory is care-
fully monitored. House mothers 
keep a close watch of their girls. 

There are hours at which men may 
come to the reception area and 
await their date. Unless he is her 
escort, a man may not call at the 
Brick outside of the designated 
entertaining hours.

By 1970, times have changed and 
AU becomes a co-ed living campus. 
Both men and women are welcome 
in the Brick. 

In 1991, the Brick is dedicated to 
the friendships and camaraderie 
fostered within its halls. Three years 
later, the Powell Campus Center 
dining hall is opened and replaces 
the Brick’s basement dining hall, 
which is now home to BFA classes. 

The Brick has stood the test of 
time and continues to serve as a 
second home to many AU stu-
dents. A 1933 article in the Alfred 
Sun newspaper details the writer’s 
sense of awe when he considers all 
that the Brick has seen and heard 
of AU’s history. The article is aptly 
titled, “Could These Old Walls But 
Speak.”
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 The Fiat welcomes your opinion. Anyone may 
write a letter to the editor. Submissions must in-
clude name, address, phone number and class year 
(for students). Letters to the editor should be lim-
ited to 250 words; guest columns should be lim-
ited to 700 words. The Fiat Lux reserves the right 
to edit all letters for space, clarity, brevity and fair 
play. E-mail your thoughts to aufiatlux@ gmail.
com. Submissions should follow the rules of fair 
play (i.e. get the facts straight). Any contributed 
articles are also subject to editing for style, accura-
cy and clarity. 
 Editorial Policy: The Fiat Lux welcomes feed-
back from its readers. Letters to the editor will be 
subject to editing for space and content purposes. 
The Fiat Lux reserves the right not to print any 
letter. Letters must be accompanied by name, ad-
dress and telephone number. E-maill: aufiatlux@
gmail.com or mail letters to: Fiat Lux, attn: Editor, 
Powell Campus Center, Alfred, N.Y. 14802
The Fiat Lux supports the perpetuation of a 
broad and liberal education conducive to free 
speech. Only unsigned editorials reflect the 
opinions of this newspaper. All other editori-
als reflect the author’s opinoin. The Fiat Lux is 
printed by Messenger Post Media and is typeset 
by the production staff. It is funded in part by 
Student Senate. The Fiat Lux can be reached at 
aufiatlux@gmail.com.
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Housing Process to Undergo Changes

Alfred’s Newest Addition

On Friday, February 12, there is 
a tentative opening scheduled for 
Alfred’s newest edition: an ice rink.
“The rink will be open from 8 A.M. 
to 5 P.M. as soon as the weather 
supports freezing the water,” Mayor 
Justin Grigg said.

The idea for the ice skating rink 
started at the Community Involve-
ment Fair in September. Bryce 
Lloyd, AU senior, brought this idea 
to the table and expressed a seri-
ous interest in making this rink a 
reality. The Village Board approved 
the funds for the rink, the Village 
Streets and Water department are 
physically going to make it happen, 
and many in the Alfred community 

are in support of this rink.
Next to the rink will be a sign 

reading: "the ice rink is a space 
created by and for the Alfred com-
munity. The success of the rink will 
depend on the continued efforts 
by everyone in the community and 
their care and respect of the space. 
Thank you for your support."
In order to make this happen, the 

village purchased a ‘rink kit’ from 
nicerink.com, costing approximate-
ly 2,600 dollars with additional 
auxiliary costs of about 500 dol-
lars. And of course, the support 
of the people who live in Alfred is 
needed. If anyone is interested in 

volunteering to help maintain the 
ice rink surface, please email alfred.
icerink@gmail.com. For additional 
information on the rink, please visit 
https://alfredicerink.wordpress.
com/. Still, here are some rules 
that will go in effect once the rink 
opens.

There is no charge to use the 
rink. Skaters must bring their own 
skates, but the AU CSI has pur-
chased 20 pairs of skates for student 
use. 

Hours of Operation: 8 AM to 5 PM 
(weather permitting)
For Emergencies, call 911
No Skating/Rink Use Outside
No Boots or Shoes on the Rink 
(Skates Required)
Free Skate is Available at All Times
Children Under the Age of 13 Must 
be Accompanied by an Adult
No Horseplay
No Food or Drinks on the Rink
No Persons Under the Influence of 
Drugs or Alcohol
No Animals on the Rink

Lloyd and Grigg both hope the 
rink becomes an Alfred tradition.

Housing selection on campus 
is being updated to make it easier 
for students to apply and receive 
their desired housing, according to 
Director of Residence Life Vicky 
Gebel.  

With this new change, more stu-
dents will get the housing that they 
want, Gebel said.

In the past, housing sign-ups 
have taken place over the course of 
one week. Students had to sign up 
for housing by class standing and 
each class had an allotted amount 
of time to choose. But there were a 
few problems with this process. 

First, this process gave seniors 
and juniors priority, making it 
harder for freshmen and sopho-
mores to get their preferred choice 
in housing. The second problem 
was if a student missed their 
housing sign up slot, they had to 
wait until the next slot available. 
That slot wasn’t usually available 
until the end of the week mean-
ing options would be much more 
limited. And lastly, students would 
not know about their housing until 
April, which was definitely a prob-
lem if students were not satisfied 
with their housing assignment. 

With the new housing process, 
there will be a lot less stress put on 

both students and Residence Life.
The new housing sign up process 

will consists of different phases. 
Instead of having a time slot where 
only specific students can sign 
up for any housing, the time slot 
will be for specific housing and 
for all students. For example, the 
first phase will be for same room 
housing. During this first phase, 
which will last more than a day, any 
student, regardless of class stand-
ing, will be able to sign up. Upper-

classmen will still have priority, 
but the goal is to make the process 
less stressful. Once the sign ups for 
this phase has ended, students will 
have confirmation of their housing 
choice within a few weeks rather 
than a few months. 

But in order for this new housing 
sign up process to go smoothly, stu-
dents must remember to complete 
their housing contracts online. 
Residence Life will not longer be 
offering a paper contract and every-

thing will be online. 
Residence Life is hoping this help 

students have an easier time when 
applying for housing. They also 
hope this makes the process more 
efficient and easier for students and 
the office. 

“We are working to continue 
providing better student services,” 
Gebel said. 

Franchesca Feliz 
Editor-in-Chief
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Comic by Anthony Labonte

Comic by Scott Fitzpatrick

Sarrah Matla
Sophomore Psychology Major

“I like Trump. I think that he 
could actually kick some ass and 
get something done. I like Bernie 

Sanders, too, but I don’t think he is 
quite as enforcing as Trump would 

be ... what’s the worst [Trump] 
can do when we have checks and 

balances?”

Nermin Moustafa
Junior Communications Studies Major

“If I had to choose someone that 
I’m going to be voting for ... Hillary 
Clinton only because I went to an 
all-girls school and she was one of 
the founders of my school ... she 

came in and gave speeches on how 
to be successful as leaders ... she’s 
admirable in that aspect ... I feel 

like [Trump] is against everything 
that our country stands for ... I 

don’t know what’s scarier, Trump or 
his followers? ... I’m just starting to 

lose faith in humanity.”

Kyle Nurse
Senior Mechanical Engineering Major

President of NSBE
“I believe that Donald Trump is 

going to win or come very close ... 
only because he’s getting the most 

face time ... the one thing that 
could possibly come out of him is a 

decrease in national debt.”

Presidential Candidates: Who do you love and who do you hate?
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For 44 years the Hawkeye State has 
held its caucuses first in the nation 
and has made the 29th State of 
the union the 1st focus for many 
Presidential hopefuls. It is fairer 
to say it has become the focus for 
many Nominee hopefuls, but it is 
unlikely a presidential candidate 
does not have confidence as al-
most everyone has said “When I 
become President…” Whether the 
statement is arrogant, delusional 
or hopeful, the fact remains that 
candidates descend upon Iowa to 
capture the votes in attempt to win 
their respective caucus (Republican 
Caucus or Democratic Caucus). A 
question that percolates amongst 
the less politically aware- and argu-
ably still to the politically tuned- is 
why Iowa captivates the attention of 
candidates and the Media? 
It all started in 1972 when the 
Democratic committee of Iowa 
rescheduled their date of caucus-
ing, and made Iowa the very first 
state in the nation to cast votes 
towards presidential candidates. 
This new voting schedule drew the 
attention of Sen. George McGov-
ern, who campaigned hard in Iowa 
to convince the Iowa voters of his 
commitment to them and ending 
the Vietnam War. His dedication 
paid off and he won Iowa, and later 
clinched the Democratic Nom-
ination as well and went on to 

face Nixon in the ’72 Presidential 
elections. McGovern was ultimate-
ly defeated, but the break in at the 
Watergate Hotel- an attempt to dig 
up “dirt” on McGovern- would 
diminish Nixon’s reputation. How-
ever, McGovern’s efforts in Iowa did 
inspire a little known Governor by 
the name of Jimmy Carter. 
If John F. Kennedy could be held 
responsible for the earthquake role 
televised debates had on the land-
scape of campaigning, then Jimmy 
Carter deserves accolades in his 
role in making Iowa THE focus for 
Presidential Candidates- Demo-
cratic and Republican alike- to this 
day. Carter’s campaign launched its 
self into Iowa in 1974, from radio 
ads to television ads and recruited 
volunteers to help his campaign. 
Carter’s campaign was responsible 
for making the Hawkeye state a 
political media-event in the ensu-
ing years. Carter’s efforts paid off, 
and in 1976 he beat all the other 
Democratic candidates and came 
second only to the “Uncommitted” 
delegates. Carter would later go on 
to win the DNC nomination and 
then the highest office in the US; 
the Presidency. 
Carter’s work in Iowa, was not 
ignored, but shifted the focus for 
candidates to use the Agricultural 
Midwestern state as a platform to 
expand their campaigns and prove 

themselves. Since 1972 11 Presiden-
tial Iowa Caucuses have been held 
(the 11th being Feb. 1 2016) but the 
past 10- where they may not have 
always predicted a President- have 
served as a graveyard or booster 
shot to campaigns.
What Exactly is a Caucus?
In the political world, a caucus is 
any formal meeting of a political 
party for the purpose of choosing 
candidates. For example, one of 
many Iowan Republican Caucus-
es will convene on February 1st 
2016 and their goal: to discuss the 
Republican Presidential Candidates 
and which of them they want to see 
receive the delegates from Iowa, 
so they can later win the Republi-
can nomination. Caucuses differ 
from Primary elections in the way 
in which they are conducted. The 
Democrats and Republicans both 
have their own systems:
Iowan Republican Caucus
How the Republicans of Iowa will 
decide which candidate they per-
ceive as the “best” is by a vote either 
public (show of hands) or by pri-
vate ballot. The number of delegates 
a Republican candidate will receive 
will depend on the total percentage 
of votes he/she receives throughout 
all of the caucuses which will take 
place.
Iowan Democratic Caucus
How the Republicans of Iowa will 

decide which candidate they per-
ceive as the “best” is by a vote either 
public (show of hands) or by pri-
vate ballot. The number of delegates 
a Republican candidate will receive 
will depend on the total percentage 
of votes he/she receives throughout 
all of the caucuses which will take 
place.
Are the Caucuses Important?
The answer is not clear cut. The 
Iowan caucuses (neither Dems. Or 
Reps.) have a perfect percentage 
for predicting who will be the next 
President. Dually as candidates’ 
campaign in Iowa their rhetoric 
tends to shift towards Iowa partic-
ular political problems or ideals; 
which awkwardly positions the rest 
of the nation watching as candi-
dates try to create an echo chamber, 
so they can secure votes. However, 
being the first state in the US where 
voting is official, still lots of media 
attention draw out of the candi-
dates their responses to key issues 
concerning the nation. Thus Iowa 
serves as a spectacle and looking 
glass by which we get to examine 
and explore candidates. Its ultimate 
importance has been and most 
likely will be debated, but one thing 
is for certain: as longs as the Iowa 
Caucuses remains first; you will be 
able to find top political personnel 
mingling at the Iowa county fair. 

Quintin Reed
Political Columnist

The Iowa Caucus: Why it Matters

Photo Credit: stltoday.com
A caucus

Photo Credit: gettyimages.com
Then-Senator Obama speaks with 
Iowans at the 2007 Iowa State Fair



The Fiat LuxFEATURESPage 5
February 8, 2016

Q & A with New Communications Professor Nicholas Schlegel
Franchesca Feliz
Editor-in-Chief

Q: Why Alfred?

From the first, I knew that Alfred 
would be a great fit for my ap-
proach to teaching and my person-
ality in general.  This was totally 
confirmed after my visit.  I fell 
for Alfred University, its faculty, 
the students and the surrounding 
area pretty much immediately.  I 
come from a very large university 
but have craved the culture of a 
smaller one for a long time. I’m 
really looking forward to building 
relationships with my colleagues 
and mentoring students!

Q: Do you have any plans to bring 
to the program?

I will work very closely with Dr. 
Schultz and Dr. Goodman in that 
area.  So, in lockstep with my 
colleagues — yes we have talked 
about the possibility of some video 
production and new media/social 
media courses. We’ve also talked 
about tailoring some courses that 
would be of great interest and val-
ue to other departments and along 
those lines I have several interdis-
ciplinary offerings I can propose. I 
would love this!

Q: What did you think of the stu-
dents?

I loved the students! I immediately 
felt a connection with them and 
could easily see how I would fit in 
with Alfred’s student body.  I had a 
blast doing a teaching presentation 
in Dr. Schultz’s Persuasion course 
(COMM 309) and my independent 

interaction with students earlier in 
the day went just great.  

Q: Where are you from?

I was born here in the United States 
in Royal Oak, MI.  My first years 
were spent in Dearborn (my father 
worked for Ford Motor Co.) and 
later we moved a bit further out in 
the metro suburbs of Detroit.  My 
ethnicity from both parents is a 
strong mix of Hungarian, German, 
Austrian and Irish.

Q: What are your biggest stressors 
in changing jobs?

Very few! Actually, the only stress 
indicators on the horizon are the 
ones most commonly associated 
with a major move.  Finding a 
place to live (I’m looking for a nice 
townhouse or spacious apartment 
or home to rent), finding a reputa-

ble mover, making sure I’ve tidied 
up affairs in Michigan, turning in 
my lease car and finding a new car 
right before I leave, making sure 
my mother is all set, finding a really 
good place for coffee, etc.  That’s 
about it!

Q: What are your favorite things? 
(foods, things to do, maybe hob-
bies, etc.)

I have many and a lot center 
around my love and passion for 
cinema.  I’ve collected all manner 
of movie memorabilia for a long 
time and I’ve collected comics since 
I was kid.  I’m also an amateur 
musician and played in many bands 
growing up.  I love travel (especially 
international), music, literature, 
biking, working out, cooking, 
writing (particularly screenplays) 
and history.  I’m a car and motor-
cycle enthusiast too – but it’s been 

a long time… My first car was a 
1973 Cutlass that I adored.  My 
favorite foods are probably Spanish 
and Middle Eastern and I’ve got a 
wicked sweet tooth!

Q: How hard a grader would you 
say you are?

Ha ha, a little reconnaissance for 
students?  I’m in the middle. I tend 
to be a very reasonable (not easy, 
just reasonable) grader for entry 
level survey courses. I’m trying 
to get students interested in the 
curriculum and the major while 
they learn and master the basics. 
As students progress through the 
program, however, my expectations 
rise along with them. I expect them 
to be applying the concepts covered 
in the survey courses and synthe-
size that foundational learning in 
the more advanced courses with a 
degree of sophistication. My grad-
ing gets much tougher at that point.

Q: How many siblings do you have/
how many people did you grow up 
with in your household?

I came from an immediate family 
of four (including me) with cousins 
and grandparents as well.

Q: What college did you attend 
and/or grad school and what were 
your majors and/or minors?

I majored in Telecom & Film at 
Eastern Michigan University.  I 
earned my M.A. and Ph.D. from 
Wayne State University in Detroit.  
I majored in Media Arts & Studies 
with a concentration in film history 
and aesthetics. I minored in cre-
ative writing/English.

Q: Is there anything else you’d like 
me to know?

I was very fortunate growing up; I 
experienced a cross-cultural influ-
ence during my formative years. 
I spent a fair amount of time in 
Europe which endowed me with a 
love for global culture, global peo-
ple and global history.  Happily, this 
influence has expressed itself in my 
scholarship which tends to focus 
on international cinema — and in 
that spirit I’ve got another book 
on the horizon! This time around 
I’m focusing on the German crime 
film.  Lastly Franchesca, I just can’t 
wait to move to New York and am 
incredibly excited to join Alfred 
next year!  

The Light of Alfred University
Lindsey Goetze
Guest Writer

Although most students and the 
AU community are supportive of 
the paper, the Fiat Lux staff wishes 
that more would get involved with 
the paper and other university 
media outlets.

Cheyenne Rainford, the Fiat's 
managing editor, states, "Construc-
tive criticism is great and always 
welcomed.  But if you have so 
many issues with the paper, why 
aren't you at the meetings?"   

Fiat Lux advisor David Snyder 
adds that there is always room for 
growth, and the Fiat is always look-
ing for new members.

The Fiat has been published since 
the fall of 1913.  Throughout the 
years it has brought home several 
dozens of awards, many state and 
national ones. The Fiat also has 
several things that they need to get 
done in order to thrive again and 

there are many new and exciting 
things to look forward to in future 
editions of the Fiat.   

Throughout the years and even 
today, the Fiat stresses that they 
need new faces and committed 
people involved.

Editor in Chief Franchesca Feliz 
states, "We need dedicated people. 
It's hard to release an edition when 
I don't have the content."  

Due to the lack of interest of 
people sometimes the Fiat struggles 
to get editions out because the staff 
usually doesn't have enough stories 
and articles to print a complete 
paper.  Also this term the Fiat had 
to miss an edition of the paper due 
to the stress of midterms. 

"I love being a part of the Fiat, but 
we have to be students first," states 
Rainford.  

It's tough when it's only three 
to four people who constantly are 

there to help out with the paper.  
Feliz says she hopes that more 
people show interest in the paper, 
she fears that the paper might just 
be available online and since she is 
graduating in May, the paper will 
be out of her hands.

The Fiat Lux is not just a histor-
ical record.  Documenting events 
and issues that have occurred at 
Alfred it is a vital means of con-
necting people to the university, 
which needs to be available and 
visible to the students, stresses 
Snyder.  In this technological age 
it is hard to compete with all the 
different mediums and social media 
sites available.  

When it comes to the Fiat, Rain-
ford says that says students, and 
especially the town and alumni, are 
still interested in the paper. While 

CONTINUES, PG. 7
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Saxon men take fourth at Swain
SWAIN, NY — The Alfred Univer-
sity men's Alpine ski team hosted 
races Saturday and Sunday Jan. 30 
and 31) at Swain Ski and Snow-
board Center, with the Saxons 
placing fourth.
Seven teams competed in the men's 
races, with Alfred taking fourth in 
Saturday's giant slalom and fifth in 
Sunday's slalom races.
Junior Cameron Martineau (Hamp-
stead, NH/Pinkerton Academy) 
led the Saxons in Saturday's GS 
runs, taking third place. Freshman 
Liam McGunnigle (Phoenixville, 
NY/ Renaissance Academy) placed 
14th; senior Bryce Lloyd (Hartland, 
VT/Sharon Academy) was 19th; 
and sophomore Jason Chenenko 
(Mount Holly, NJ/Rancocas Valley 
Regional) was 21st.
In Sunday's slalom event, McGun-
nigle had a team-best 13th-place 
finish. Chenenko was right behind 
in 15th, while Lloyd placed 21st.       
The Saxons are in action next on 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 6 and 7, 
at Holiday Valley in Ellicottville, 
NY, in races hosted by St. Bonaven-
ture University.

ALFRED, NY -- Alfred University 
women's basketball's Chanice Battle 
(Brooklyn, NY/Midwood) has been 
named the Corivas ECAC Wom-
en's Basketball Division III Upstate 
Rookie of the Week as made official 
in an announcement on Tuesday 
evening.
This is Battle's first award from the 
Eastern College Athletic Confer-
ence in this, her inagural collegiate 
season. She has been slated as the 
Empire 8 Rookie of the Week twice, 
including this week. Battle has also 
earned GoSaxons.com's Athlete of 
the Week when she topped the per-

formances of the other 43 winter 
season women's athletes.
Battle put up her second-best 
scoring numbers in her first year 
in collegiate athletics. She went 
2-for-4 from beyond the 3-point 
arc and a total of 7-of-12 in field 
goals on Saturday and added two 
free throws for 18 points against 
Utica College, which led the Sax-
ons' scoring efforts. She also led AU 
in steals with two and tied senior 
Sarah Kichman (Portville, NY/
Portville) in assists with four in just 
27 minutes of court time. Battle led 
the Saxons again in steals earlier in 

Corvias ECAC Tabs Battle As Division III Up-
state Rookie Of The Week

the week with two against St. John 
Fisher College. She also tied two of 
her teammates for second in scor-
ing with seven from her two field 
goals and one 3-pointer. She fin-
ished the week with a 55.5% shoot-
ing percentage from the floor and 
60.0% from 3-point land.
Battle and the rest of the Saxons 
will host Empire 8 foe, Hartwick 
College on Friday, February 5 at 
8:00 pm.

Photo Credit: gosaxons.com
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collecting the last edition from 
Powell Campus Center to replace 
it with a new copy she noticed that 
there weren't that many copies left.  
Although Rainford states opti-
mistically  that she has never seen 
students read them, "readership 
has not always been visible,"  but at 
least they're going somewhere.
     The Fiat staff have some big and 
exciting plans for upcoming edi-
tions of the paper.  Even though 
the Fiat did miss a chunk of time 
for not publishing near midterms, 
Rainford plans to make the biggest 
Fiat edition with lots of color all 
about the Hot Dog Day celebration.  
She wants to collect everyone's per-
spective about Hot Dog Day, rang-
ing from AU faculty and students 
to  the town and the ambulance 
crew.  By doing this she plans on 
using the rest of the unused budget, 
from uncreated issues, in a fun and 
colorful way.  

Even the advisor, Snyder, has big 
plans for the Fiat. For starters, he 
would love to expand the staff and 
hopefully find a sports editor.  He 
feels that  the athletes aren't get-
ting enough recognition for their 
accomplishments . He would love 
to create a sports page with its own 
sports writer.  He has also been 

reaching out to business and mar-
keting majors to help develop some 
advertising.  

"In a newspaper there is a job for 
everyone," states Snyder.  

The paper isn't just about writing 
article and taking photos. It's a way 
to get involved with the communi-
ty. There are plenty of positions that 
need to be filled and there really is 
something for everybody. 

Every other Sunday, Rainford 
picks up the Fiat copies in Hornell. 
She is always amazed to see our 
small college paper surrounded by 
all the major papers around this 
area, showing that the Fiat is, in 
a sense, no different from these 
major ones. When the paper is all 
done and published, all the strug-
gles and frustrations that occur 
along the way make the whole 
process seem worth it.  

CONTINUED FROM PG. 5

 Who is a geek? Are they an 
acne-riddled teen standing behind 
the counter of a comic book store? 
Is he some chap with thick glasses 
and a neck beard who has come to 
fix your computer? Stereotypes and 
cliches may lead you to think so, 
but self-described geek Dr. Danielle 
Gagne, a wife and mother of two, 
may make you think again.
Gagne is an associate professor of 
psychology. To a random Joe on 
the street, she might appear to be a 
normal teacher, but to the students 
and faculty of Alfred University 
(AU), she is the queen of sci-fi 
references and a go-to for all things 
nerdy. 
“She makes mad geeky references 
all (obscenity) day, man,” said soph-
omore Patrick Soper. “It’s cool.”
According to Gagne, she has been 
this way her whole life. She was 
very intelligent and inquisitive as 
a young girl. Once, she saved all 
the letters she received from “Santa 
Claus,” compared the handwriting 
to her mother’s, and confronted her 
with the results.
While Gagne’s curious and scien-
tific personality led to her current 
profession, it also made it difficult 
to make friends growing up. Luck-
ily, it sparked her interest in magic, 
adventure, mystery, and more. 
“I’m a geek,” said Gagne. “Geeky 

Gagne Geeks Out and Students Love it
Noah Mitchell
Guest Writer

stuff got me through my child-
hood.”
It’s now a prominent part of her 
life, and she isn’t afraid to wear 
it on her sleeve, literally! On her 
wrist, in ink only visible by black-
light, is a tattoo referencing “Harry 
Potter,” a series she loves so much 
that she taught a class about it. 
She has taught a number of other 
such classes through the Honors 
Program, including: “the Science & 
Psychology of Superheroes,” “Tri-
corders, Transporters, and Trib-
bles,” and “A Beginner’s Guide to 
World Domination.” 

Her passion for the mystical and 
magical not only creates interest-
ing topics, but gives a compelling 
dynamic to her classes.
“It gives me this feeling that even 
the older generations can appre-
ciate the same things as me,” said 
David James, a student who has 
had his fair share of pop-culture 
infused classes. “It bridges a gap 
between two lands that I thought I 
may never have found a common 
connection to.”
Gagne’s sheik-geek persona helps 
to keep her students’ wonder and 
imagination alive, something she 

believes is very important. She 
noted that the science we use today 
was considered magic 100 years 
ago. 
She stresses that students should 
“be creative in problem solving and 
be open and imaginative,” a strategy 
that has obviously worked for her.
Gagne says she learns from stu-
dents as much as they learn from 
her. AU has been a great place for 
her interests to grow, she says. 
“Where else can a 40-year-old, a 
9-year-old, and a college student 
play “Magic: The Gathering?” That’s 
community,” she concluded.

Photo Credit: Dr. Danielle Gagne
Dr. Gagne in her office

Alfred University’s own Lauren 
Schramm, a senior environmen-
tal science major, has launched a 
Trap-Neuter-Release (TNR) pro-
gram for Alfred’s feral cat pop-
ulation. Thus far, she has helped 
several young cats off the street and 
into foster homes.

Schramm wished to emphasize 
that the program is primarily for 
kittens and very young cats. Adult 
feral cats are often too wild to in-
troduce to domestic life.

“They are wild animals,” she said. 
Alley Cat Allies, an organization 

which seeks to promote and edu-
cate people about humane treat-
ment of feral cats, offers a number 
of reasons in favor of TNR pro-
grams. 

“Trap-Neuter-Return improves 
the lives of feral cats, improves their 
relationships with the people who 
live near them, and decreases the 
size of colonies over time,” reads 
their website.

In TNR programs, feral cats are 
humanely captured and brought to 
a veterinarian where they are neu-
tered and vaccinated, then released 
back to their colony. This way, feral 
cat populations are kept under con-

trol and no longer run the risk of 
contracting rabies or other diseases, 
which protects people and other 
animals in the area as well.

According to Alley Cat Allies, 
“during an 11-year study of TNR 
at the University of Florida, the 
number of cats on campus declined 
by 66%, with no new kittens being 
born after the first four years of 
operation.” 

Schramm recently placed Taco, a 
young she-cat, in a foster home in 
Greece, NY. She posted about the 
experience on Facebook, saying, 
“Taco was living outside Ade Din-
ing Hall … She was young enough 
to be tamed. Other cats aren’t so 
lucky.”

TNR a Success on Campus
Cheyenne Rainford
Managing Editor

Photo Credit: Facebook
Schramm cradles Enya, another TNR 

success story, at her new foster home 
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Would you like to see your 
photography featured here? 

Send your photos to 
aufiatlux@gmail.com!

The Fiat Lux editorial staff reserves the right to accept or 
reject photo submissions as we see fit. We ask that photos 
not include nudity or profanity and that any photos in which 
a person or persons may be identified are submitted with 
the expressed permission of the person or persons in the 

photo. Thank you!


