
Joint Librarians’ Meeting 

January 23, 2007 

 

Present: Carla Johnson, Steve Crandall, Susan Strong, Ellen Bahr, Pat LaCourse, Mark McBride, 

Mark Smith, Laurie McFadden 

 

 Carla handed out a summary of the Deans’ Council Meetings (covering late Fall 2006 – 

January 2007). She reviewed a few of the items that she thought were of interest or importance to 

the librarians. 

 Carla reviewed a proposal to clarify the libraries’ procedures during closings of the 

University for weather and other emergencies. She presented her draft to the Deans’ Council at 

their January 10
th

 meeting. While the Council agreed that the libraries can make ad hoc decisions 

regarding when to close the libraries during emergencies, Carla wanted to make sure that we had 

a internal guidelines to help clarify when we might close or not. We discussed her proposed 

guidelines and agreed that they were suitable. In the event of a weather emergency over the 

weekend, the libraries will attempt to be open from Noon – 5 pm unless the roads are officially 

closed (then the libraries will also be closed). Any decision to close the libraries should be done 

in coordination with Carla and Steve. We need to make sure that our weekend librarians are 

aware of the procedure and guidelines. 

 Mark and Laurie have begun meeting to work on combining our P&T documents. They 

will offer a draft for review in early February. The goal is to have everything reviewed and 

approved by the appropriate people by early April so that we can have a P&T committee in place 

before the end of the semester. 

 Steve said that he found Google Scholar to be particularly helpful during a recent 

reference question (after trying various other approaches, he was able to find what the patron was 

looking for in Scholar). That helped convince him that SFX is a really valuable tool and he’d like 

the libraries to continue investigating federated search options. Mark Smith handed out a guide 

sheet on SFX that showed what he and Ellen have accomplished so far, as well as explaining 

more about the product. Ellen asked everyone to consider how we want to promote it and how 

we want to teach it since it has numerous advantages but some limitation. Promotion to the 

faculty, in addition to students, is something we need to also consider. 

 Mark McBride suggested that we offer a “day in the library” session for faculty with 

refreshments or lunch. Or could we tie-in with the ITS faculty institutes and offer a half-day 

session? Or an open house of sorts? We agreed that we could/should do something and that it 

would best be held over a break. 

 Carla announced that she has worked on the Scholes’ mission statement and will be 

sending it out to her librarians soon. She has the joint vision and shared values statements ready 

for final review also. 

 

Minutes recorded by, 

Laurie 
 


