
Librarians’ Meeting 

September 4, 2006 

 

Present: Steve C., Susan S., Ellen B., Laurie M. 

 

Ellen inquired whether or not we thought it would be useful for the library to purchase a laptop 

to have available for library presentations. We agreed it would be good, particularly this year as 

we teach in the Scholes classroom which doesn’t have a computer system permanently installed. 

Ellen will order it and keep it in her office. 

 

Susan let us know that the cords needed to attach a laptop to the projector in the Scholes 

classroom are located in Rosalie’s office, but we need to find out specifically where. 

 

Steve announced that a friend of the library has expressed a desire to pay for our holiday party. 

 

Ellen has been investigating Serials Solutions and discovered they have collections of freely 

accessible journals that we could “subscribe” to and add to our Journal Locator. We could 

choose to load particular collections or individual titles. We agreed it was a good idea as along as 

we’re aware that oftentimes these titles have more fluctuation in their coverage and availability 

than ones that come through our databases. 

 

Library instruction classes are being scheduled. Forward any statistics to Susan regarding the 

class: date, professor, number of students, etc. so she can compile that information. Ellen asked 

about creating an evaluation from for students to fill out at the end of each class. Steve 

recommended that we keep our teaching style energetic and light-hearted, not too serious or dry. 

We want the students to see us as approachable and easy to work with (not intimidating). Susan 

recommended engaging the students throughout the class by asking them questions. 

 

Laurie moved the style guides from the Ready Reference section to a shelf at the Reference 

Desk. Susan will work to combine our Ready Reference with the regular reference for this year 

to make it less confusing. She also has a few titles in mind to move to the Reference desk. 

 

Susan is looking for a better way to display a selection of the new books. She’d like to find a 

place for a display rack. We thought we could use the empty shelves that will be opened up when 

we move the Ready Reference collection. We’ll see if Nic is willing to keep an eye on those 

shelves and add more new books as space opens up; otherwise Susan will oversee that. 

 

Otto Muller has asked that we once again have a box of rock specimens available to his students. 

Steve has suggested a shelf in the room with the copy and vending machines. 

 

Ellen asked if it’s possible for us to identify in the online catalog which books are not available 

for retrieval. Laurie said it may be possible but would take some time to work out within the 

Aleph system.  At this point we don’t know what our access will be to those materials and 

whether or not it’s worth making such changes in the catalog. Susan suggested we post some 

signs that say what portions of the collection are available and what’s not. Steve said we need to 

be careful not to post too many signs since it gets cluttered and not many people read them. 



 

Assessment is back on the table at the Cabinet level after the University received another letter 

from Middle States asking for more information on how the institution is doing in this area, 

among other items. Susan will be working on assessment for Herrick. Ellen’s idea of using 

evaluation sheets in our classes may be beneficial for the library’s assessment. She will draft a 

form for us. Steve gave the background on the LIBQUAL, an assessment tool we used a few 

years ago; he outlined the pros and cons of using it. We then had a general discussion on the 

topic of assessment and what ideas and obstacles have presented themselves in getting a program 

started. 

 

Laurie gave a report on the September 1
st
 Faculty Senate meeting. 

 

Minutes recorded by, 

Laurie 
 


