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Caleb Scott, Staff Writer
If you were just passing him on the 
streat, Matthew Hinz, the newly 
elected president of Student Senate, 
may come across as shy or quiet. Don’t 
be tricked though, because quiet and 
contemplative often appear the same. 
His subtle demeanor is backed by a will 
to constantly improve.

“I look up to people who face 
issues with determination and vigor,” 
said Hinz.

Hinz, a junior mechanical engineer 
student, aspires to bring new life to club 
involvement through his new position.

Hinz is not new to Student 
Senate. Three years ago, he started as a 
representative for the now disbanded 
Friday Night Live. He then represented 
SAE Baja, an engineering challenge 
club, where he pushed fundraisers and 
got involved with budgeting. Later 
he founded and, up until his election, 
represented the local chapter of the Young 
America’s Foundation, an organization 
focused on promoting enterprise and 
American values. He is working to get 
the chapter recognized by the national 
organization of the same name.

While Hinz did not run on a 
platform that promised a lot of large 
changes, he is very interested in 
coordinating and communicating with 
students to improve club attendance. 
Furthermore, he wants to act as a 
liaison between students and the 
administration and wishes to be seen as 
an approachable person who is willing 
to go to bat for student concerns.

Looking forward, Hinz hopes to 
inspire greater passion in students 
for the pursuit of extra-curricular 
activities from within Student Senate 
and to improve the overall efficiency 
of its meetings.

“Although we are doing a lot with 
what we have, I can’t say if we are living 
up to potential.” he said cautiously.

He went on to explain that 
his first step will be to consult 
the previous three Student Senate 
presidents, Keshawn Laplante, Kyle 
Silberstein and Justin Fossum, while 
they are still on campus. He hopes 
this will help him understand what 
they have tried in the past so that he 
can plan for the future.

Hinz demonstrates an example of 
someone who grew up in a small town, 
kept the small-town mindset, but 
also, in true engineer fashion, seeks to 
improve wherever he goes.

Hinz grew up about 45 minutes 
from campus in the rural town of 
Portville, NY. His childhood home was 
far from lacking in thinkers. Both of his 
two siblings share his enthusiasm for 
mathematics. His older sister graduated 
from college with a degree in math and 
his younger brother is graduating from 
high school this year and has with a 
passion for sport statistics.

“My brother collects baseball cards 
and basically reads statistics for fun,” 
said Hinz

Hinz attended high school at 
Portville Central and says that he felt 
the small-town school managed to 
provide a quality education. However, 
he celebrates the school more for its 
spectacular faculty than its programs.

One teacher in particular played a 
key role in getting him to attend AU. His 
chemistry/physics teacher, Mr. Stives, 
was a key source of encouragement. He 
even pushed Hinz toward considering 
majoring in engineering.

Hinz explained that he had been 
looking into RIT prior to visiting 
AU but settled on Alfred because of 
the small-town atmosphere and its 
similarities to his hometown.

Despite describing himself as a far 
less outgoing person before college, 
Hinz was still involved in school 
activities and was a member of the 
National Honor Society. To get over 
his shyness he started pushing himself 
to be more participatory in high school 
class discussions during history and 
psychology class and continued to 
push himself to be more social right up 
to the present.

While the remanence of past 
awkwardness seems evident through 
his quiet demeanor, he says he has 
improved dramatically.

As a junior in college he has 
stepped up to the plate massively 
both in leadership and social settings, 
according to his friend Elias Piraino, 
who has gotten to know him both 
through mutual classes and through 
club affiliations. Hinz is someone to 
who rises to challenges he said.

“Our first year, he would be 
one to slack off with me,” Piraino 
explained. “Now he’s the one keeping 
people on topic.”

Piraino also gave insight into the 
type of leader he sees in his friend. 
While he is not a forceful personality, 
he is highly efficient, he said. Hinz is 

the type of person to assigning tasks 
to people based on who has the skills 
best suited for the job.

“He talks about efficiency all the 
time,” added Piraino.

Politically, Hinz describes himself 
as having a classically liberal mindset 
and attempted to summarize his views 
by saying, “If you aren’t violating 
anyone’s rights, you should not have 
your actions regulated.”

Although not what you might 
expect, a large part of Hinz’s life 
philosophy comes from his Roman 
Catholic upbringing. While faith 
has always been a part of his home 
life, he says that it has become more 
important to his family recently due 
to hosting a bible study.

The Sunday school education he 
received growing up left a lot of holes 
in his understanding of the religion, 
he explained. Because of this, Hinz 
has been making efforts to fill expand 
his understanding by reading the 
works of philosophers of the faith. 
One in specific seemed to have 
struck a chord with him, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, a 13th century philosopher.

Hinz explained that Aquinas 
stuck out to him because he had 
many modern philosophies that 
supported a more liberal mindset and 
had views that were applicable to the 
politics of today.

As the new Student Senate 
president, Piraino encourages 
everyone to give him a chance and 
says that unlike many people, you can 
be sure Hinz is being real with you.

“The Matt you see is the Matt 
you get,” said Piraino, “The only 
thing that changes about Matt day-
to-day is his hair style.”

Mark Your 
Calendars - You 
don’t Want to 

Miss this

PROFILE: AU’S GRANDMA
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 The Fiat welcomes your opinion. 
Anyone may write a letter to the editor. 
Submissions must include name, address, 
phone number and class year (for 
students). Letters to the editor should be 
limited to 250 words; guest columns 
should be limited to 700 words. The Fiat 
Lux reserves the right to edit all letters for 
space, clarity, brevity and fair play. E-mail 
your thoughts to aufiatlux@ gmail.com. 
Submissions should follow the rules of 
fair play (i.e. get the facts straight). Any 
contributed articles are also subject to 
editing for style, accuracy and clarity. 
 Editorial Policy: The Fiat Lux 
welcomes feedback from its readers. 
Letters to the editor will be subject to 
editing for space and content purposes. 
The Fiat Lux reserves the right not to 
print any letter. Letters must be 
accompanied by name, address and 
telephone number. E-maill: aufiatlux@
gmail.com or mail letters to: Fiat Lux, 
attn: Editor, Powell Campus Center, 
Alfred, N.Y. 14802.
 The Fiat Lux supports the 
perpetuation of a broad and liberal 
education conducive to free speech. Only 
unsigned editorials reflect the opinions of 
this newspaper. All other editorials reflect 
the author’s opinoin. The Fiat Lux is 
printed by Messenger Post Media and is 
typeset by the production staff. It is funded 
in part by Student Senate. The Fiat Lux 
can be reached at aufiatlux@gmail.com.

Logan Gee                  Editor-in-Chief
Caleb Scott                       Staff Writer
Lily Smith                     Guest Writer
Jessica Scoones              Guest Writer
Kwame Maxwell            Guest Writer

Editorial Policy

ALL ABOUT ALFRED

FIAT LUX

Renovations: Reimer No More
Jessica Scoones, Guest Writer

Reimer, previously known as “Greimer,” 
used to be one of the least desirable 
places to live on campus, students say. 
No more. Its recent facelift makes it one 
of the most popular, says Vice President 
of Student Affairs Kathy Woughter.

“Last winter’s [2016] Res Life 
survey gave Reimer a satisfaction rate 
of only 41 percent,” says Woughter. 
“This year [2017] the percentage was 
87 percent after the renovation.”

The renovations to Reimer were 
funded by Ann Moskowitz in memory 
of her husband, Joel. This is not the first 
housing renovation the Moskowitz family 
has funded. Two specialty houses also bear 
their names: Ann’s House and Joel’s House.

Ann’s House is a corridor style 
set up comprised of pairs of singles 
adjoined by a bathroom. It is limited 
to juniors and seniors only. Joel’s House 
is open to everyone, but first years and 
is predominately singles with a typical 
house layout of bedrooms, a living 
room and a kitchen. Joel Moskowitz 
always felt most at home at AU, and 
he wanted to pass that feeling on 
to as many students as possible, say 
Residence Director Kassie McCarn.

The renovations to Reimer, now 
Moskowitz Hall, began right after the 
conclusion of classes in the Spring of 
2017. It is a $2 million venture that is 
given a two-year timeline that will be 
completed this August.

The first summer of renovations 
included a complete remodel of the 
downstairs and new bathrooms. In place 
of the communal bathrooms, six private 

Director of Residence Life Vicky Gebel.
Removing the built-ins currently 

containing the students’ closets, will 
require that new furniture is purchased. 
These will be replaced by a freestanding 
wardrobe, two sets of drawers that can 
be stacked or stored under a bed, and 
individual desks rather than one long 
one connected to the wall.

“The rooms will be fully 
customizable for the students, so they 
can pick what works best for them,” 
says Gebel.

Every room on campus comes 
with a desk, chair, bed, and dresser at 
the minimum. Every detail is being 
considered down to cushions on the 
desk chairs. An intense battle raged 
between “Team Cushion” and “Team 
No Cushion,” but alas a victor seems 
determined. The university will most 
likely go with non-cushioned chairs 
because they are more durable and less 
prone to allergens, says Gebel.

In addition, the new common space 
has opened a wealth of opportunity for 
students to socialize. For the past four 
weeks, Resident Assistant Elisabeth 
Estep has been running a home cooking 
series enabling students from different 
cultures to share their favorite meals 
with their friends and co-residents.

On April 3, first year resident 
Laura Anglada cooked plantains for 
residents and guests, a true family 
dinner. Students bantered back and 
forth, while others did homework and 
caught up with one another. There was 
no mistaking the students’ comradery 
inside Moskowitz.

bathrooms were installed on each floor: 
four full baths and two half baths. They 
are handicap accessible as well as gender 
neutral. The students’ responses to the 
new bathroom model were very positive.

“They should replace the common 
spaces in Openhym with individual 
bathrooms because they are the bomb,” 
said first year Openhym resident Janiel 
Jones jokingly.

Prior to the renovations, there was 
only one common space for 90 students 
to interact. Now there is an open layout 
complete with a much sought-after 
kitchen space, a full-sized refrigerator 
and an oven.

“A kitchen should be a requirement in 
a res hall, not an amenity,” says Woughter. 
“That is the new standard we are setting.”

This new standard will be 
continued into the renovation of 
Tefft this summer. Tefft was the 

mirror image of Reimer. And, after its 
renovation, it will become the mirror 
image of Moskowitz. However, unlike 
Moskowitz, Tefft will keep its current 
name, says McCarn.

“The $2 million donation to 
renovate Tefft comes from Marlin and 
Ginger Miller, close friends of the Tefft 
family,” said McCarn. “They wished to 
honor them by keeping the name.”

Another difference between Tefft 
and Moskowitz is the timeline for 
the renovation. Due to more recent 
renovations completed in 2008, Tefft 
renovations will be completed in one 
summer. This will include the common 
spaces, the bathrooms and the rooms.

The room renovations will include 
removing the built-ins that separate the 
rooms and replacing them with actual 
walls. This will give students much more 
privacy and make it a bit quieter, says 

Photo Credit: Emma Oliver

See Reimer on Page 5

Appearing charismatic in the eyes of others, 
Professor Luis Rodriguez Jr. might just have 
some magic under his belt.

“I am actually very shy,” says the professor.
Well he must really be into magic since 

he is able to trick his coworkers into thinking 
he is one of the most assertive people this 
school has hired. To students he is everything 
from a teacher to a life coach: a motivational 
speaker almost.

“You couldn’t tell he’s shy by the way 
he is so animated around the classroom 
when he is teaching,” says former 
student Lewis Ortega. “He shows a lot 
of enthusiasm the way he walks around 
the classroom: it looks so easy.”

Aside from Rodriguez’s magical 
ability, the Brooklyn native and Long 
Island University (LIU) graduate has 
a wide variety of skills and knowledge 
from his professional experience in 
entrepreneurialism, accounting and 
law, which he shares with his students 
and coworkers. He has also worked as 
a consultant on Wall Street, which he 
says is “true and worse” than everything 
you’ve seen in the movies.

“[On Wall Street] we’re bad little 
boys and girls,” he says.

While attending night school for 
law for a decade at Baruch College in 
Manhattan, he was asked to teach his 
own class when his professor couldn’t 
make it. In doing so, he felt teaching 
was his calling, which lead him to 
apply for his current job here at Alfred 
University.

How can a person who is “shy” 
be able to stand in front of people and 
teach? Well, we all know a magician can 
never reveal his secrets. It’s the art of 

deception at its best, the key element to 
a magician’s tricks. Yet, he is inclined to 
share his secrets to overcoming his shyness 
in class: it’s his passion for teaching and 
preparing the next generation that helps 
him overcome his reticence.

“You guys [students] are the future,” 
Rodriguez states. “What I’m trying to 
do is pass down all my knowledge, so 
you guys can take my place--kick me 
out of my throne.”

According to the School of 
Business Secretary Judy Scott, she is 
impressed with the work Rodriguez 
has been doing for his students since he 
started in 2014.

“He’s a good guy,” she said. “He 
cares a lot for the wellbeing of students 
and teaching them all he knows.” 
“Students come first with him.”

Rodriguez is not only essential to 
students, but he is favored by many 
faculty. They say he is full of stories 
about his professional life and is the life 
of the party at faculty events.

“Every now and again we have 
our Wall Street talk and share our 
memories and experiences,” says Mark 
Lewis, Interim Dean for the School of 
Business. “He is very high energy: he’s 
like popcorn going off.”

All for the Students

Photo Credit: Alfred University

Kwame Maxwell, Guest Writer
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Mark Your Calendars - You 
Don’t Want to Miss This
Lily Smith, Guest Writer
Master in Fine Arts (MFA) Graduate art thesis shows are the cherry on top to 
the end of a great school year. With every student working hard these shows 
will be one-of-a-kind completed with all original work. This year there will be 
17 graduates whose shows will either consist of ceramic art (CA), sculptural 
dimensional studies (SDS) and/or electronic interactive art (EIA). The thesis 
shows are the culmination of work from each graduate student since school 
started at Alfred two years ago.

The graduate thesis shows will be in the Fosdick-Nelson and the Robert 
C. Turner Galleries in Harder Hall. Starting April 7 until May 5, opening 
receptions are every Saturday at 7pm. Each show will be open until the 
following Tuesday. There will be thesis show after thesis show in the School 
of Art and Design. 

Week 1: April 7th
Fosdick-Nelson (Shared Show):
Cory Mahoney (CA)
Maxwell Mittman (CA)

Turner (Shared Show):
Jiayl Wang (EIA)
Schuyler Dawson (SDS)

Week 2: April 14th
Fosdick-Nelson (Shared Show):
Sydni Gause (SDS)
Maura Wright (CA)

Turner (Shared Show):
Yueyuan Gong (EIA)
Wanying Liang (CA)

Week 3: April 21st
Fosdick-Nelson (Shared Show):
Grant Landreth (CA)
Matthew Underwood (EIA)

Turner (Solo Show):
Liisa Nelson (CA)

Week 4: April 28th
Fosdick-Nelson (Shared Show):
Brian Westrick (CA)
Marina Fridman (SDS)

Turner (Shared Show):
Lauren Cannella (EIA)
Hillary Heckard (SDS)

These art thesis shows will challenge your perception of what functional and 
conceptual art is. Combining different mediums will only help inspire you 
in your practice. Mark your calendars because these will be the best graduate 
thesis shows you have ever seen. 

Week 5: May 5th
Fosdick-Nelson (Shared Show):

Ashley Kerr (SDS) 
Soojin Choi (CA)
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So you want that beach bod but 
aren’t willing to give up dessert? 
AU Strength and Conditioning 
Coordinator Dave Preston is offering 
a possible solution to this age-old 
dilemma at an April 12 Community 
Table, at which students, free-of-
charge, will be taught to cook tasty 
protein-rich desserts.

“You can work out for several 
hours a day, but if you don’t eat right, 
it won’t matter,” says Preston.

Preston has been busy in his first 
year at AU striving to better student 
fitness including nutrition. He is 
organizing Community Table events 
with the help of AVI Executive Chef 
Jason Milburn to help athletes and 
nonathletes alike eat better.

Community Table’s are designed 
to help students learn how to cook 

their own meals on a budget under the 
qualified eye of the AVI Fresh staff.

Since he recognizes that most 
students have a sweet tooth, this 
Community Table focuses on healthy 
desserts. The recipes will include 
protein brownies, banana nut protein 
cookies and decadent chilled protein 
pudding.

Track and Field athlete Matthew 
Finley says he is excited about the 
event because he is a health nut, but 
still craves sugar in his diet. “I have a 
serious sweet tooth, and I want to be 
able to make desserts that I can feel 
good about,” says Finley.

The snack recipes chosen have met 
four key criteria: they can be made 
with minimal ingredients, a short 
prep time, with minimal cost, and, 
most importantly, they taste good. 
Crucial conditions for college students 

strapped for cash and time, but who 
do not want to sacrifice taste for gains, 
says marketing major Abbey Fox.

“Being cost effective is huge 
for college students, especially 
those without jobs on campus,” 
she said. “Something that tastes 
good and is healthy and cheap is 
hard to come by.”

The upcoming community 
table is open to all students, athletes 
and nonathletes, because every 
student is a Saxon, says Preston. The 
Community Table is located on the 
second floor of Powell to the right 
of the bookstore. The event will run 
from 3:30-5p.m, April 12.

Preston to Bring Healthy Desserts to the Community Table

“I want to perform better as an athlete and that 
starts with my diet, so I am looking forward to this 

event” -Matthew Finley
“I feel that it’s a good idea because I am interested in anything 

that will help them perform better on the field.” -Nick 
White, Track and Field Graduate Assistant

Jessica Scoones, Guest Writer

PHOTO CREDIT CORRECTION - Image attached to Study 
Abroad article in Vol. 112 Issue 1 taken by Ariana Dibble.
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Alfred University names 
Marlin Miller Outstanding 

Senior Award recipients
AU Office of Communications

Alfred University seniors Beryl Torthe 
and Logan Gee have been named 
recipients of the 2018 Marlin Miller 
Outstanding Senior Award. Torthe and 
Gee will be honored at Alfred University’s 
commencement ceremony on May 12 and 
will address the graduating class, faculty, 
administration, trustees, and guests.

“Logan and Beryl are great selections 
for our 2018 Marlin Miller Outstanding 
Seniors, out of a highly competitive field 
of candidates,” said Kathy Woughter, 
vice president of Student Affairs. “Both 
students have given so much to Alfred 
University through their talents, time, 
positive attitudes, and willingness to 
support their fellow students, all while 
maintaining excellent GPAs.  We are so 
proud to claim them as AU Saxons.”

Torthe, from Pretoria, South Africa, 
is a psychology major (clinical focus) 
who is a candidate for Psychology 
Department honors and designation as 
an Alfred University Scholar. A former 
business major, she has been named 
to the Dean’s List each semester of her 
undergraduate career at Alfred. She is 
the daughter of Catherine Bourely and 
the late Jean-Yves Torthe.

She is a member of several academic 
honor societies, including Phi Beta 
Kappa, Omicron Delta Kappa, Psi 
Chi, Pi Gamma Nu and Chi Alpha 
Sigma. An accomplished writer, Torthe 
won the Gertz Award for Excellence in 
Academic Writing in 2015.

“Beryl has been a model student – 
first in the business school and then as 
a psychology major in liberal arts and 
sciences,” Gordon Atlas, professor of 
psychology, said in nominating Torthe for 
the Marlin Miller Award. “She is a terrific 
contributor in class, always prepared, asking 
excellent questions and demonstrating an 
openness and worldliness that is rare in 
undergraduate students.”

Torthe has been active in a wide and 
varied number of groups and activities 
during her time at Alfred. She has been 
a member of the women’s tennis team at 
Alfred, serving as team captain and twice 
being named to the Empire 8 Athletic 
Conference President’s List for academic 
excellence; she has been a teaching 
assistant and tutor; and has served as a 
resident assistant and as a student tour 
guide for the Office of Admissions.

She has been supportive to the 
University through her generosity and 
service. She is a founding member 
the Student Saxon Circle and a Saxon 
Nation donor; and has served as student 
representative to the Board of Trustees 
University Relations Committee and 
the Alfred University Peer Review 
Board, University Conduct Board and 
Bias Response Team.

“Beryl Torthe is the epitome of 
a well-rounded individual,” Emma 
Wirlo, Torthe’s classmate, said in 
nominating her for the Marlin Miller 
Award. “She excels at everything she 
does and is often recognized by her 

peers as the most hard-working student 
in our department, if not Alfred. I am 
honored to nominate Beryl Torthe for 
the Marlin Miller Outstanding Senior 
Award because in my opinion, there is 
no one that deserves this award more.”

Torthe is active in community service 
as well, receiving a nomination for the 
Village of Alfred’s Spirit of Service Award. 
She is trained as a New York State-certified 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) 
and volunteers for the A.E. Crandall 
Hook and Ladder Company in Alfred, 
where she is on-call 30 hours per week; 
and is a volunteer mentor for Hornell 
Area Concern for Youth.

In their nominations, Danielle 
Gagne, associate professor of psychology, 
and Mark Lewis, professor and interim 
director of the Alfred University School 
of Business, cited Torthe’s overcoming 
adversity. Torthe took a semester off 
during her sophomore year after her 
father’s unexpected death. She would 
ultimately spend a summer studying 
at Columbia University in order to 
graduate from Alfred on time.

Danielle Gagne, associate professor 
of psychology, pointed to the work Torthe 
put in after returning to Alfred, at which 
time she made the decision to switch 
majors from business to psychology.

“Beryl was halfway through her 
four-year program and we discussed 
the amount of coursework in which 
she would need to engage to complete a 
timely graduation,” Gagne commented. 
“She rose to the occasion, taking summer 
courses, winter courses and exceeding 
the maximum course load during each 
of the last four semesters.”

“There is not enough space to tell all 
the reasons Beryl is highly deserving of 
this award,” Lewis commented.

Gee is a resident of Nunda, NY, 
majoring in communication studies 
and English. The daughter of Leon and 
Cheryl Gee, she is a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa, honor society for Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, and Sigma Tau Delta, 
international English honor society.

A member of the Alfred University 
Honors Program, Gee is active as a writer, 
receiving the Gifford Hopkins Writing 
Prize in 2017. The editor-in-chief of the 
Fiat Lux student newspaper since 2016, 
she is a past recipient of the Sharon 
Hoover Fiat Lux Fund Award, given 
each year to a student who has shown 
to be involved in activities that enrich, 
promote, and sustain the vision of the 
independent, student-run newspaper.

“Logan is an exceptional student 
and a member of the Honors Program 
at Alfred University,” Amanda Baker, 
director of the Career Development 
Center, commented in nominating Gee 
for the Marlin Miller Award. Gee serves 
as brand management and recruiting 
intern at the Career Development 
Center. “She balances her work in the 
CDC with being editor of the Fiat 
Lux and a full course load, while also 

maintaining a high GPA. She is always 
willing to go above and beyond her job 
description as a student intern.”

April Heckman, office manager 
at the Career Development Center, 
added, “Logan’s involvement on campus 
amazes me. She contributes a lot to 
Alfred University’s community with her 
ability to be part of student life in several 
different ways.”

Gee has been involved in a number 
of activities during her years at Alfred 
University. She has served as box office 
manager for the Division of Performing 
Arts and was assistant to the Director of 
the MostArts Festival during the summers 
of 2015 and 2016. In addition to her 
work with the Fiat Lux, she was layout 
and design editor for the Alphadelphian, 
the annual newsletter of the Women’s 
and Gender Studies Program at Alfred 
University; and is a past editor of the 
Honors Program newsletter.

“For the past four years, Logan has 
poured her time, energy and mental 
health into the Fiat Lux,” student Noah 
Mitchell in nominating Gee for the 
Marlin Miller Award. “I’m confident 
in saying that if it wasn’t for her, there 
would be no newspaper on campus. 
She’s been responsible for keeping it alive 
during her attendance at Alfred.”

Mitchell continued, “Logan 
is the student you want on your 
admission pamphlets. She is the perfect 
representative for Alfred. I can’t think of 
anyone more passionate and motivated. 
Above all else, she is kind, supportive 
and humble. She is always willing to help 
her fellow students.”

Gee has been active in her service 
to the University. She has served as a 

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
panelist for open houses for perspective 
and accepted students; a fall orientation 
guide; a peer leader for the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences; a student 
representative on the search committee 
for the Director of Student Activities 
(2017); and is past vice president of 
the Student Senate at Alfred University. 
Since 2017, she has served as vice 
president of Omicron Delta Kappa, the 
national leadership honor society.

“Academically, Logan is first rate,” 
said Melissa Ryan, professor of English. 
“Her contributions to campus life are 
such that it’s hard to imagine what AU 
will be like without her. Logan is an 
ideal mentor to new first-year students, 
compassionate and supportive while 
modeling for students what academic 
success looks like.”

“Logan is the student you wish you 
had 10 of,” said Valerie Daciw, employer 
relations coordinator for the Career 
Development Center. “She is active on 
campus, academically sound, but also is 
well-rounded, gracious and well-liked by 
her peers as well as faculty and staff. She 
represents everything that Alfred is.”

Winners of the Marlin Miller 
Outstanding Senior Award are 
chosen on the basis of scholarship, 
extracurricular achievement, personal 
character and conduct and nominated 
by faculty, students and staff. The 
award was established to honor Alfred 
University alumnus Marlin Miller 
’54, one of Alfred University’s most 
generous supporters.  Miller has been a 
member of Alfred University’s Board of 
Trustees since 1972.
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Yvonne Squadrilli: “Egg Lady” to “AU Grandma”

Photo Credit: Alfred University

Jessica Scoones, Guest Writer

Although Yvonne Squadrilli has 
every right to boast about her long, 
successful career at AU, she is the most 
modest, kindest person you have ever 
met, according to her granddaughter 
Nikki Haight.

“She would give you the shirt off her 
back if she knew you needed it,” says Haight.

Yvonne, originally from 
Manhattan, became interested in 
cooking young and is a self-prescribed 
hippy, complete with a one-acre 
organic garden. Eventually she moved 
west to Alfred where she began her 
24-year long career at AU. She started 
working as a house mom in the 
fraternities before becoming a cook in 
Powell in the early 2000s.

Nowadays, she can be found at the 
check-in desk in Ade Hall. But while 
working as a chef in Powell, she gained 
the nickname “The Egg Lady” due 
to her ability to memorize students’ 
names and breakfast orders.

“She was exceptional at her job 
… [Students] could be four spots 
back in line and, without even 
asking, she would have their egg 
order ready before they made it to 
the front,” said Dietrich.

In 2008, Yvonne left AU to take a 
position at St. James Mercy Hospital’s 
cafeteria. But she did not stay away 
long. Her return was spurred on by 
how much she missed working with 
the students, she said. The students 
welcomed her back with open arms 
and even though she is no longer 
cooking, she is still touching students’ 
lives as she swipes them into Ade.

“[Greeting students] is like creating 
great dishes of food because I create 
great experiences … They talk, I talk, 
we all laugh, it’s every day,” says Yvonne.

Although it is obvious that Yvonne 

doesn’t help students for the awards on her 
mantlepiece, she has won several “Alfies” 
including “WALF’s best radio show” 
and “best support staff.” The “Alfies” 
recognize student and staff achievement 
and contribution throughout the year 
at AU. According to Yvonne, she did 
not anticipate the awards, but was both 
excited and surprised. “[Upon winning 
her first award] I was shocked! I ran 
down from the back where I was sitting 
because I didn’t expect to win anything 
and thought to myself so this must be 
what it is like to get a Grammy,” said 
Yvonne, beaming. More recently, this 
past December, she won the “Fiat 
Lux!” award, given to those who bring 
inspiration and strengthening the AU 
community and beyond. This new 
award, created by President Mark Zupan 
in 2016, has only had six recipients to 
date. Awardees include Don McPherson, 
the man who created glasses that cure 
colorblindness and Kristen Beck, the 
famous transgender Navy SEAL.

When asked about the award, she 
could not thank the students enough 
and promptly switched the topic back to 
them - refusing to stand in the limelight 
for more than a moment.

Yvonne says she is disappointed in 
herself because as she grows older, she 
has become less and less involved on 
campus. For example, she is no longer 
be hosting her radio show “Around the 
World,” which played music from all 
over the globe. That said, she has no 
thoughts of retiring anytime soon.

Yvonne’s contributions on campus 
have included beginning and continuing 
the Gail Walker Memorial Fund to 
honor Doc Walker, who died in 2005. 
She would take no credit for this though, 
saying she was only honoring Walker’s 
wishes. The memorial fund is used to 
help students struggling economically 

to buy their textbooks for class, perfectly 
reflecting both Walker’s and Yvonne’s 
love for literature and education.

The giving spirit that embodies 
Yvonne does not stop there. Yvonne 
continues to knit gifts for students - 
scarves, headbands, and, most recently 
Easter baskets that she gives away to the 
students.

“I’m a yarn hoarder,” she said, 
smiling. “Just look it up on YouTube, I 
love the channel!”

To become more involved on 
campus again, she will be hosting her 
own community table on May 1. She will 
teach students how to make bread and 
rolls while treating them to homemade 
stove top jams.

Yvonne cannot speak highly enough 
about AU students, always trying to 
impress upon them the power of being 
kind and thoughtful through her 
positive, upbeat attitude.

“One day I overheard a gentleman 
[student] come into Ade and tell 

Yvonne that he wasn’t a kind person,” 
said Dietrich. “She wouldn’t stand 
for it. She argued with him until 
she had convinced him that he had 
kindness in his heart … her kindness 
goes everywhere.”

Senior ceramic engineer Jenna 
Metera says one of the greatest 
disappointments about not having a 
meal plan anymore is missing AVI’s 
infamous fresh peanut butter and 
“Grandma,” AKA Yvonne. Metera 
may have never known Yvonne as “The 
Egg Lady,” but the bond between the 
students and Yvonne still runs deep.

Yvonne says that the two things 
necessary for students to succeed are 
books and food. She feels blessed to have 
been given the opportunity to provide 
both. The students of AU say they are 
just as fortunate to be the recipients of 
such generosity and kindheartedness.

“It’s not the food that made me 
want to go to Ade, it was Yvonne” 
says Metera.

“I really enjoy living here because 
I get to hang out with my friends in 
this common space,” said first year 
Raeqwon Greer.

This year, Moskowitz is a 
combination of first-year football 
players and Unity House applicants. 
In the past, the Unity House was in 
the Crawford Suites of Pine Hill. 
The Unity House is a compilation of 
students who desire inclusive living 
focused on embracing diversity. One 
of the key elements of the Unity 
House is its sense of community, so 
the mix of students was either going 
to play out exceptionally well or very 
poorly, said McCarn.

“The only issue [so far] was when a 
student forgot to put water in his mac 
and cheese cup before microwaving 
it. It filled the kitchen with smoked, 
but we got it outside before the alarms 

went off,” said McCarn with a smile. “It 
was the Super Bowl, what do you expect.”

This lone mac and cheese cup fiasco 
seems to be the only complication 
this renovation has experienced thus 
far. While some may still be waiting 
for the ball to drop, it seems that the 
only real concern so far took place last 
summer with worries about finishing the 
renovation on time.

“With any big renovation, getting 
done on a timeline is stressful,” said 
Gebel. “We held our breath and made it 
right before first-year move in day.”

The changes made to Moskowitz and 
shortly to Tefft reflect both the students’ 
and the donors’ wishes for an exceptional 
college experience starting with the place 
that students call home.

“Through the responses provided 
by students through the winter surveys, 
a truly transformative space [has been] 
achieved,” says Woughter.

Reimer from Page 2

Squadrilli (right) accepting her Fiat Lux award.

Move Your Feeties 
For Diabetes

5K Color Run/Walk

Location: Alfred Village Bandstand 

Date: April 28 

Registration opens at 9:15 am 

Color Run/Walk starts at 10:00 am 

Entry Fee: 
$5.00 for students (K-college) 
$15.00 for community members

Prizes! 
1st place runner 
1st place walker

Pre-register:  
https://commerce.cashnet.com/AUPAY?CNAME=WELLNESS 

Pre-register by April 11th to be 
guaranteed a T-shirt
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From gosaxons.com

SPORTS
Gallo Wins Steeplechase at Muhlenberg Invite Amongst Top 
Saxon Finishes

Men’s Tennis Falls in Sunday Non-Conference 
Match to PSU Behrend

Photo Credit: Peter Mangels

Photo Credit: Peter Mangels

The Alfred University men’s had 
multiple Top-10 finishes at the 
Muhlenberg College Invitational on 
Saturday.

The Saxons were led by Kyle 
Gallo (Ontario, NY/Wayne) and his 
winning time of 10:06.78 during the 
3,000-meter steeplechase. The next 
top finisher was Erik Diehl (Clarence 
Center, NY/Clarence) and his fourth 
place finish in the 1,500-meter run 
with a time of 4:01.36. Seth Spicer 
(Corning, NY/Corning-Painted Post) 
also took fourth in the long jump 
with a distance of 6.11m.

“It’s an exciting time for both 
the men’s and women’s track & field 
programs and I am looking forward 
to the rest of the season,” Head Coach 
Dr. Angie Taylor exclaimed.

He also had the next top finish 
as he claimed fifth in the high jump 
with a height of 1.75m, clearing it 
on his second jump. He was followed 
by Zac Mapes (Queensbury, NY/
Queensbury) in eighth place with 
a 1.70m mark and Matthew Finley 
(Holland, NY/Holland Central) in 
ninth with his 1.65m jump. Mapes 
also finished eighth in the long jump 
with a leap of 5.84m and had the top 
Saxon finish in the triple jump with 
an 11.54m hop-skip-jump. Matthew 
Derse (Ontario, NY/Wayne) was 
close behind in seventh place with an 
11.23m finish.

Spicer busted out a big personal 
best mark in the pole vault as he 
finished sixth overall. He vaulted to a 
mark of 4.25m, besting his previous 
best of 4.00m, set at last year’s NCAA 
Division III Outdoor National 
Championships at the SPIRE Institute 
in Ohio. Sean Foley (Ransomville, NY/
Lewiston-Porter) followed in 11th with 
a 3.95m mark.

Dean Lupo (East Northport, NY/
Northport) hit a personal best in the 
shot put with a toss of 12.21m as he 

Abuelmaali (Latham, NY/Shaker), 
Jordan Schools (Wyalusing, PA/
Wyalusing) and Diehl finished sixth 
with a time of 3:33.90.

The Saxons will next head to 
Bethlehem, PA for the Moravian 
College Invitational on Friday, April 
13 and Saturday, April 14 while 
Spicer will compete in the Division 
II Kutztown University Multi 
Invitational on Thursday, April 12 
and 13th.

finished seventh in the event and 
bettered his previous top throw by 
0.01m. Nicholas Reitz (Fulton, NY/G. 
Ray Bodley) followed in 11th with an 
11.72m toss.

The Saxon relays posted good 
finishes. First, the 4x100-meter relay 
team of Wesley Burke (Rochester, NY/
Churchville-Chili), Jaggar Chaisty 
(Manorville, NY/Eastport South 
Manor), Derse and Mapes took fifth 
with a 46.74 finish. Then the 4x400-
meter relay squad of Burke, Rashid 

The Alfred University men’s tennis 
team fell to Penn State Behrend, 8-1 on 
Sunday afternoon at the St. Bonaventure 
University indoor tennis courts.

The Saxons’ (0-6, 0-2 Empire 8) 
lone win was at No. 2 doubles. Kevin 
Volz (Olean, NY/Olean) and Ryan 
Brown (Olean, NY/Olean) defeated 
their opponents, 8-4. The No. 1 team 

of Peter Smock (Prattsburgh, NY/
Prattsburgh) and Mike Wisniewski 
(Buffalo, NY/Williamsville East) had a 
close fight but fell, 8-6.

“Our doubles played really well,” 
Head Coach Mike Graham said. “Kevin 
[Volz] and Ryan [Brown] came out on top 
with a great win. John [Papin] had a great 
singles match and showed he has improved 

overall in the last couple of weeks.”
John Papin () had a close No. 5 

singles match as he fell, 6-3, 6-2. Brown 
also had a tight No. 4 singles match, 
dropping with a score of 7-5, 6-1.

The Saxons will next host Oneonta 
on Friday, April 13 at 4PM.

From gosaxons.com

LOVE 
SPORTS?

CONSIDER
WRITING 
FOR THE 

FIAT!
The Fiat needs 

sports writers and 
editors! 

EMAIL: AU-
FIATLUX@

GMAIL.
COM 



The Fiat LuxPage 7
April 12, 2018

  FIND MORE SPORTS 
AT: GOSAXONS.COM

SPORTS
Gilbert Scores 100th Career 
Goal as Alfred Falls to Sage
From gosaxons.com
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Alfred Falls to Fisher on 
Senior Day

From gosaxons.com
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Senior midfielder Miranda Gilbert 
(Watertown, NY/Watertown) scores 
three goals as the Alfred University 
women’s lacrosse team fell to host The 
Sage Colleges, 13-3 in Empire 8 action. 
Gilbert’s first goal of the game marked 
her 100th in her career.

The Saxons (0-8, 0-3 Empire 8) 
were also led defensively by Gilbert as 
she picked up eight groundballs. Senior 
goaltender Shannon Gray (Rochester, 
NY/Churchville-Chili) added three 
groundballs while senior defenders Emily 

MacWilliams(Geneva, NY/Waterloo) and 
Sarah Thomann (Saugerties, NY/Saugerties 
Senior) grabbed two groundballs apiece. 
Gilbert also had a team-high six caused 
turnovers while Gray and MacWilliams 
each caused three turnovers.

Gray went the distance between the 
pipes, making 17 saves in the contest.

The Saxons return home next 
Wednesday, April 11, as the take on 
D’Youville College in non-conference 
action at 6 PM.

The Alfred University men’s lacrosse team 
fell to visiting St. John Fisher College 
Saturday afternoon, 9-5, at Yunevich 
Stadium.

The Saxons (6-5, 2-1 Empire 8)got 
goals from senior Jake Lynch (Whitney 
Point, NY/Whitney Point), junior 
Anthony Ricottilli (Cortland, NY/
Cortland) and first-years Cale Donegan 
(Corning, NY/Corning-Painted Post) 
and Joey Carra III (Webster, NY/Webster 
Schroeder).

Senior goalkeeper Drew Gardner 
(Whitney Point, NY/Whitney Point) 
led the team in groundballs, grabbing 
five while four Saxons’ tied with three 
groundballs. First-year Jeremiah Kinner 
(Bath, NY/Haverling) had a team-high 
three caused turnovers while juniors 
Zach Landrigan (Canandaigua, NY/
Canandaigua) and Frank Gavigan 
(Yorktown, NY/Yorktown) each caused 
two turnovers.

“We played a great first half but we 
didn’t have any possession at all in the 
third quarter, we got a couple of penalties 
that put us down and we just couldn’t get 
the possessions to get the shots off in the 

third,” Head Coach Jason Lockner said. 
“Hats off to the Fisher faceoff guy. He 
dominated today and that kid played 
a great game. We did a good job of 
giving up less turnovers than we have 
in the past. Drew [Gardner] played 
phenomenal in goal and was absolutely 
outstanding. It was the best I’ve seen 
him play.”

Gardner went the distance in net, 
making a new career-high 19 saves in 
the contest.

The Saxons are off until next 
Saturday, April 14, as they try to stay 
atop of the Empire 8 with a showdown 
at Nazareth College at 1 PM.

During the pregame ceremony, 
Alfred University recognized seniors 
Lynch, Gardner, David LaSpina 
(Webster, NY/Webster Schroeder), 
Allen Vitale (Rochester, NY/Brighton), 
Samuel DiRisio (Prattsburgh, NY/Penn 
Yan) and Chris Doktor (Irondequoit, 
NY/Irondequoit) for their commitment 
to the Alfred University men’s lacrosse 
program.

Alper Wins 200-Meter Dash at Muhlenberg Invite as Saxons 
Post Top Marks
From gosaxons.com The Alfred University women’s track 

& field team posted excellent finishes 
on Saturday at the Muhlenberg 
College Invitational.

Sophomore Megan Alper 
(Belmont, MA/Belmont) won the 
200-meter dash with a time of 26.76 
for a personal best time. She then 
took second in the 100-meter dash 
with a 13.32.

“It’s an exciting time for both 
the men’s and women’s track & field 
programs and I am looking forward 
to the rest of the season,” Head Coach 
Dr. Angie Taylor exclaimed.

Senior Brynn Hyde (Homer, NY/
Homer) tied her personal best distance 
in the hammer throw. On her sixth 
and final throw, Hyde reached the 
mark of 40.55m, tying her mark from 
the 2016 Empire 8 Championships 
at Houghton College. She finished 
second in the event. Hyde also took 
eighth in the discus throw, making 

31.75m on her second throw. She 
currently has the school record with 
a toss of 35.38m set back in 2015 at 
Nazareth College.

The jumping duo of Danielle 
Perry (Leicester, NY/York Central) 
and Krissy Roberts (Chittenango, 
NY/Chittenango) did what they do 
best in the long and triple jumps 
with reversed placings. Perry took 
third in the triple jump with a mark 
of 10.11m while Roberts finished 
eighth with a 9.77m distance. 
Roberts took fourth in the long 
jump with a 4.77m while Perry 
followed in 14th with a 4.41m leap.

The Saxons will next head to 
Bethlehem, PA for the Moravian 
College Invitational on Friday, April 
13 and Saturday, April 14.

Photo Credit: Peter Mangels
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Asians in America would like to thank everyone who 
helped support this year’s Cultural Bowl! From the 
great support from Clay Collective, who donated a 
majority of the bowls sold, to individuals like Becca 
Adinolfe who worked hard to organize donations from 
other ceramics students and grads, to all those who 
donated dishes and volunteered time, we are proud 
to announce that our collective efforts resulted in an 
extremely successful event. We sold out most of our 
bowls within the first half hour, which is largely due 
to the loyal support of all types of Alfred community 
members; faculty, staff, students, and villagers all 
came out either for their first time or to support local 
charities for the second time. Together, we raised 
over $1,500, which will be donated to the Alfred Food 

Pantry and to the Hornell Area Humane Society.

In their effort to generate lasting and positive 
change in the Alfred and Hornell communities 
despite only being temporary residents, the student 
members of Asians in America wanted to highlight 
the benefit of having and celebrating diversity 
through the creation of a new tradition. We thank 
everyone again for the support, and we hope to see 

everyone again next year!

ALFRED UNIVERSITY

WANT TO WRITE FOR THE FIAT? 
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Blithe Spirit, Noel Coward’s “improbable farce” opens 
Wednesday, April 11th at 7:30 PM in the CD Smith 
III Theater. Directed by NYC based alumna Eliza 
Beckwith. The Department of Performing Arts brings 
you this classic comedy, a true Alfred collaboration, 
with student actors and crew from all over of the 
University. It will feature props created by the Robotics 
Club and the Glass and Ceramics departments in the 
School of Art and Design. Performances are April 11th 

- 14th at 7:30. Admission is free. Seating is limited.

Alfred University senior named 
winner of Phi Beta Kappa Wit 

& Wisdom Competition
Beryl Torthe, a senior psychology major at Alfred University, has been 
selected as the winner of this year’s Phi Beta Kappa Wit & Wisdom 
Student Writing Competition. 
Torthe will present her essay “Vigor Mortis: Danse Macabre in the 
Ambulance” at the April 12 Bergren Forum (12:10 p.m., Nevins 
Theater, Powell Campus Center).  This personal essay blends reflections 
on family with history, philosophy, and firsthand accounts of the 
author’s experience working as an emergency medical technician with 
Alfred’s A.E. Crandall Hook & Ladder Company.  She will receive a 
$250 prize and be honored at a special dinner.
A resident of Pretoria, South Africa, Torthe was also named this week 
as one of this year’s Marlin Miller Outstanding Senior award winners.
 The runners-up for this year’s Wit & Wisdom award were Conrad 
Cheung for his essay “All of the Above: The Pragmatic Metaphysics of 
People,” and Ellie Woznica for her essay “Horsewomanship.” Cheung is 
a senior art and design major from Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada; 
Woznica is a senior English major from East Berlin, CT.
The judging committee consisted of three faculty members of AU’s Phi Beta 
Kappa Chapter, Emrys Westacott, professor of  philosophy;  Dr. Robert 
Stein, associate professor of social science;  and Dr. Juliana Gray, professor of 
English.  The judges note that they had an extremely difficult time choosing 
a winner, as all three of the finalists’ presentations were truly outstanding. 

AU Office of Communications


