
Herrick librarians meeting 
October 14, 2009 
 
Present: Steve Crandall, Laurie McFadden, Ellen Bahr, Brian Sullivan 
 
The library currently has trial subscriptions for two historical newspaper collections. Accessible 
Archives is available for two weeks, and Early American Newspapers is available through the 
end of the month. Brian and Ellen will share the URLs with some faculty members for feedback. 
The librarians should also look at both databases and provide feedback to Steve. Overall, the 
librarians felt that such a collection would be a good addition to what we offer. 
 
Ellen is working with an alumnus of AU’s graphic design program (recommended by Prof. Judy 
Livingston) to develop a logo for Herrick library. Allison Wilton will present three design 
concepts for feedback and will further develop one of them into a logo. The goal is to have a 
logo that can be used in all of the library’s PR/branding activities including brochures, print ads, 
the library website, etc. Herrick librarians and staff, as well as students, will be asked for input as 
we move along in the process.  
 
The PR work group is planning a Halloween/horror book exhibit. We will also provide cider and 
donuts on the afternoon of Friday, October 30, to be advertised in Alfred Today. 
 
We discussed the issue of library instruction equipment and how to better manage services to 
outside users. Brian will work with access services staff (especially Mary Jo who handles room 
reservations and Dave who is often here in the evening) to get them more involved and ensure 
that they have the necessary training. Following the meeting, Brian and Ellen agreed that Ellen 
should continue to be responsible for the maintenance and functioning of equipment, working 
with Steve on building issues and ITS as needed for other issues. The library now has a portable 
screen that can be used together with the portable media unit. Steve is making a checkout sheet, 
to be kept in the seminar room closet, for equipment that is stored there and used by Herrick 
librarians and staff.  
 
Laurie will be installing a new display in the front entryway display case. 
 
Laurie provided a senate update, which included such topics as the senate’s continued work on 
the academic dishonesty policy; the possible reorganization of AU’s professional programs; 
changes to the faculty handbook (the librarians’ proposed changes were approved); improving 
honors convocation; retention concerns; the physical education course requirement and its 
possible expansion to include other wellness issues; the idea of a summer ESL program for non-
English speaking students; and policies for team teaching. 
  
Steve shared some recent data on AU enrollment and the financial impact on the institution. 
 
Minutes taken by: 
Ellen Bahr 
10/14/2009 


