
Meeting Minutes 

Herrick Library Public Relations Committee Meeting 

June 5, 2001 

In attendance were Laurie McFadden, Gary Roberts, Dave Snyder, Patricia Mebius and a few 

muffins. Sadly absent and greatly missed was Toni Olshan. We unanimously voted for Toni to 

spearhead every project we discussed. She may have to give up her regular library duties and 

will certainly have to forego any vacations planned this summer. We are going to keep her 

hopping. 

 We discussed the Mosaics article Dave has written. He will try to obtain more pictures to send 

along with it. It is due to be published in the November/December issue. 

 There is no hurry on the Joseph Cotton Dana Award (?) submission because it is not due until 

December. 

 We talked about ideas for freshman orientation packets. After discussing the movie "Looking 

for Mr. Goodbar" in a little more depth, we decided not to use that theme for trying to induce 

students to have their IDs barcoded. Might not be the kind of feeling we are looking for. The idea 

of "barhopping" (having students hop in to have their Ids bar-coded) was also nixed. 

 The idea that Dave came up with that we all seemed to like is "Sweepstakes," a la 

Publisher’s Clearinghouse/Dick Clark & Ed McMahon. We would post flyers around campus, 

and especially in the freshmen dorms, that would say things like: "You may have already won!" 

or "You may be a grand-prize winner!" or "Claim your $100,00.00* first prize!" Perhaps we 

would affix big, official-looking envelopes to the poster to simulate those that come with 

sweepstakes entries. We may put pictures of our own Clark/McMahon team on the posters 

(Steve/Frank) along with official–looking seals, stamps, etc. Basically anything that would 

recreate the look of the sweepstakes entries that we all receive in the mail. The posters would 

further state that students must bring picture ID cards with them to the library to claim their 

prizes and they must allow five minutes for prize processing (adding them to the system or 

updating their records). Perhaps our statuesque King Alfred could be persuaded to hold an 

official prize envelope in his hands directing students to the library to claim their prizes. 

 Rather than hit freshmen with this the first week of school when they are already overloaded, 

we thought we would wait until the second or third week of classes. We talked about sending an 

e-mail to all students, as well, apprising them of the "Sweepstakes."  

 We will run this idea by Toni to see what she thinks and then proceed as indicated. Patricia 

will check on the candy bars; she and Dave will work on flyers and publicity; and we will 

schedule another meeting of the committee for a future date. 



 As far as future projects go, we discussed that doing a fall promotional every year might be a 

good idea, especially for new students. A spring promotional like we did last semester might be a 

good idea as well. We briefly discussed an idea for a promotional for the InfoIguana for spring. 

It would involve hiding plastic iguanas around campus (ordered in bulk from Oriental Trading 

Co.) and tying that in with interest and information on the InfoIguana. To be continued…… 

  

* $100,000.00 candy bars 

 


