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|| white man in cultivating the soil and earn-

/| been only one man hanged in the country |

|en his family, and as Indians ave some-

{A

P oleccor or Captain Frechette of the
Northwest Mounted Police to
the New York Fribune,

CANADA AND HER INDIANS.

Ty the Editor of the Trilune. "

Sir: “Maintains le Droit™ is the motto
of a corps known us the Northwest Monns-n
ed Police, which was sent a féw years ago
by the Canadian Governmentito the Nort.h«*
west Territories, with the mmion of stop-
ping the liquor trafic and govemmﬂ the
Indians in that vast tract of land. The In- }[

1

(dians of the Northwest Territories are
peaceful, and seem willing to imitate the
1
ing a living in peace. The intelligent por- |
tion of them see the benefits of eivilization, i
and make no secret of their aspirations. | |
Thanks to the energy shown when neces-
sary by those in power, crime hab now al-
most disappeared among them.” There has

since the police came. That man had eat- *

P ——

\

Abe at home on arriving 1n the country.

'| yoar at Fort Macleod at one

'l foud, but there was no disturbance umong |
| them.

?lﬂmes given to cunnibalism, it was neces-

| a state of semi-starvation for along time.
| What it has cost in trouble and patience to

sary to make an example. A great masy,
Indians wituessed the execution, and were
disappointed only in not seeing any tor-
ture. 3
The savages of the Northwest Territo-
ries number 31,000 all told, and for six
years there have been only the 300 police-
men to govern and manage that popula;,
tion, which, owing to the almost total dig-
appearance of the buffalo, had been in

the officers to gain over those wild tribes
a moral power strong enough to make
them: obey without using force is known
only to them and these on the spot. The
Government has now sent agents intrusted
with the management of the Indians. The
superintendent, Mr. Edgar Dewdney, a
man of remarkable zbilities and the high-
est character, has established farms onor
near the different reservations and appoint-

ed farming instructors for thé Indians, |
who gladly work for their living, He
writes in his report for 1879 :

Noone ean at onee foree an Indian to
take hold of the plough and keep, steady at

work. Those Indians who hav ready
commenced ngruulturc will ‘peed but
slight assistance in the way of fustruction, |

‘| 'n British Columbia, accepted the office.

- |given to the different tribes.

*i| to the police.

THE CANADIAN FLAN,

The Canadian management of Indians is
unique, for it has survived over six years
of awkward circumstances without shed-
ding blood. The Government, by the

ans, pays yeuly to every living Indian
ie sum of $5. The chiefs of bauds re-
ceive for themselves $25, and thelr eoun-
cillors $15. Tickets have this year been is-

ed to them, and they will be paid next
yfar onthe production of these tickets,
which gerve to identify their bearers, when
necessary, for the issue of rations, ete.

! ’l}he Government in chioosing officers and
‘ ieu for the police is very eareful in select-

g us much as possible men who by theirx

ice among the Indians, and it is worthy
notice that the desired result has in all
instanees been what was anticipated, and’
t gratifying, Heretofore everythingj

. Ituml dispositions would acquire inilu-
e

| has been left in the hands of the M’ounte_?

Potice, aud the Indians learned to love an
respect those officials, who were always

‘| ready to assist and advise them.

| Sinee the arrival of the hostile Sioux in
the country the buffalo have been stop-

/| ped from going to their old ranges, and m}

some Indian camps starvation was the con-
sequence.  Last year was a terrible epoc]
n the annals of many tribes. Very littl
provision could be got in the country, yi
ane could not travel tifty miles over th
rairie without meeting police wagon
Bxaded with flour, tea and tobacco, goi
‘under the charge of officers to relieve the
wants of the Indians. The govemmenﬁ%

-| then offered the superintendency of India

«ffirs in the Northwest Territoriss to Col:

fenel J. F. Macleod, C. M. G., commandel

of the Northwest Mounted Police, but this
gentleman declined, for he would have
been obliged to abandon his old corps. M, |
Adgar Dewdney, formerly member of the
House of Commons for the County of Yale

He immediately made a tour in the Novth-
west and established small posts of sup-
plies. Reservations were surveyed and
But the In-
dians still zeem to like the old way best, If
they want anything they invariably come
The Iatter send them to the

‘and the police must be present atany trans-

amd the ignorant ones  who are anxious to
learn will do so by making themselves
gonemlly useful on the reservation, and
farming under the direction of the instruc-
tor, will =oon pick up sufficient informa-
tion to settle down and work a plece of
ground for themselves. ‘I'he ideaof ta~
king a few Indians from each reservation
and teaching them as you would pupils on
a model farm, would iiot be a AUQUCEs

| pretnme the wish of the Govern Lix to
obtain as great a return of ﬁxxl e dlis-
tressed Indiansat as chea A=
Y bile, and' while Faiin® that™o .

tion themselves, give the Indlans an ap-
portunity of learning how to ke their [
own living ont of the ground,

The settlements aronnd the forts are ud-
vaneing both in an agricultural and indus-
trial point of view. Large herds of horned
| cattle can be seen grazing peacefully in
Ufields that were formerly flelds of battle.
| Immigration is coming in slowly but sure-
{1y, and most of the new-comers seem to

I'he conrts of justice are vory often empty,
but whatever s done there isdone ina
business-like manner, Thore were Tnst |
time about
17,000 Indians depending on the police for

The officers and men of the puliue[
gosingly into any Indian camp and make |

|
| arrests, )

Matters were righted at once,
Ime same band molested gome traders.

agents, but they are not satisfied with th:w‘

aetions between them.

There are a few Indians who have not|
agreed to the treaties, and when the day of
payment comes they pretend to be still th
masters of the soil, muke speeches and tr:
to create dissensions. Two years ago
party of snrveyors was stopped by a band
of non-treaty Indians, Word of it was|
given tothe police at Fort Walsh, and a
detachment of forty men was =ent ont.
Later on,

Another party of police went and arrest=
ed three of the ringlenders.  They were,
punished. One of the policemen was
murdered at Fort Walsh a year ago. He
wans 4 young man of eighteen, and had
enlisted four months before in Ontario.
It was an Indian vendetta, not against
the vietim himself, but against white men
in general.  ‘I'he murderer’s father had,
or pretended to have, suffered some in-
Jury at the hands of a white man, and he
died Iast year making his sons promise (0
tuke the first opportnnity to avenge his
memory. The murderer escaped and took
refuge in the United States Territories,
wherd he now is,
THE PAYMENT BY TICKETS,

Previous to to the fsning of tickets to

the Indians it was very diffienlt to pay

terms of the different treaties with the In-

| made by some police officer Jhrougll hisin-

< personally ; but even then it was.

| Thereis a Membdlsc mission «t thut

[them correctly. An Ind
“ways of disguising himself without exci-
ting suspicion that fraud was largely
practiced. The payments were épiways‘

terpreters, who knew most of the Indians
e

tho greatest care and attention that

tion could be detected. Al

‘some 150 miles from Fort Macleo

a tribe of Indians Q@%ﬂ the Sg% Ee

Sioux descent, through the Assinnaboige

monopolized. These Indians were, pa ﬂ

last year, when about twelve families. were.
| absent and paid elsewhere. This year Qw-
lery one was preseut at Morleyville, aud
they were paid with some hundreds of
dollars less than last year, and yet there I
was # bona flde increase in the real popula-
tion. But the officer who paid them had |
to use all of hiis detective powers to ascer-
tain the trath as to the number of souls
in eaoh family, mnl he came to the concll

er less enlightened indi:ms. 3
Last year a detatchment of police was
sent to Sounding Lake to « in the pav-
ment of some Crees. The Indians had as-|
sembled before the day appoinfed by t
authorities, and as they are no ‘lﬁ-ﬁb
about carrying provisions, . |
themselves %lthoutanythmv to eat, for t«b.
suppﬁes had not yet arrived. The In
beu\me excited, and threatened t o

come with goods. They fired a few sho
luckily without effect, and the police o

‘niforn suceeeded in ¢ Lalmlng'théiﬁ. ;
bomc of the officers lmve the gift of do=

oﬁl_cer goes alone .'md restores quiet. -
INDIAN SHREWDNESS AND PREJUDICE, y

1t is, however, no easy task to manuge
Indians. Ignorant, suspicious and full of
Mmischief, they are, in spite of their ignor-
ance, shrewd enough (o detect ilfevery-|
thing yon say to them a sign of good o
bad will. They are proud in their way.
They are not ashamed to beg for a piece of
tobacco, but they ave humilinted it you re-
fuse it. An Indian comes to youy house
and asks for 4 piece of bread, and if you
do giot invite him to smoke your tobaeeo
for two hours he thinks you slight him, If
an interpreter displeases them he cannot
get anything from them, whereas if they)
like him and have confidence in him, they
open their minds to him readily, They
are superstitious  and must haye thelr
{medicine dance now and then, They have
great faith in their medicine-man, but they’
admit now that the white doctor has more
command oyer the evil spirit that ghows
{teelf in the shape of mensles, mumps and
certain other disenses. It may be suid]
that the doctors Lelp it great deal in ce=
menting frlendship between Indians and
white men. When the medicine dram fails
“to cure a glek Indian he sends for the white
doetor.

OCCASIONAL OUTRAGES,

The Sioux who came into the Dominion

| with Sitting Bull have been troublesome
now and then, but they have always been:

brought to reason. Last year they beeame;

a little more bolsterous than usual, went
into a store at Wood Monntain and tried (o

force the trader to give them thelr owns

prices for their buffulo robes, The trader

wie i newly marriod man and hada young

ehild, The Tndiang siezed the child ands
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