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Proposals For Student Government 

The Council Form 
This form of student government might include fifteen 

representatives and a Chairman elected by the student body. 
The Chairman would select a Vice-Chairman. The function of 

this group of people, that we will call the Council, for lack of a 
better name, will " r u n " the student government. Its function 
would be to make laws, grant requests, and so forth. 
It would operate by a Committee system similar to the Board of 

Trustees and the Village Government. Perhaps the members 
could be half elected in April and half in September to provide for 
continuity. 
It would also require that some sort of report~i.e., written, oral, 

or a combination of types-be given to the campus once a month 
so that information is disseminated. 
The positive point about this proposal is that it has a 

j ;overnment of small enough size to function yet large enough to 
express opinion for the broad range of ideas across the campus. 
It allows for cohesiveness yet is flexible enough for discussion 
and serious debate. 

The Two Branch System 
Alfred's present form of government, that of only a chairman 

and co-chairman, is clearly ill-functioning and nonrepresen-
>tative. It is our belief that the Two Branch System will provide 

increased productivity, constructiveness, representation, and 
evoke heightened interest from Alfred students. 
The Two Branch System simply includes an Executive Branch, 

consisting of a President and Vice-President, and a Senate. The 
"Speaker" of the Senate is a "symbolic" leader and 
administrator. A chart of this proposed government looks like 
this: 

EXECUTIVE BRANCH 

President 
Vice-President 

Speaker of 
the Senate 

SENATE 

Elected by entire 
Student Body 

Elected by respective 
constituents 

The President and Vice-President are elected by the entire 
Student body as a " t e a m " , while Senate members are elected by 
their respective constituents. The chief function of the President 
is to make (suggest) laws, approve those laws proposed by the 
Senate, approve grant requests, and so forth. . . If the Pres ident 

> approves the bill, he signs it and usually writes the word 
"approved" and the date, as the only constitutional requirement 
being that he sign it. 

VETO MESSAGE 

By the te rms of the Constitutional provision, if the President 
does not approve the bill, he shall return it, with his objections to 
the Senate in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the 
objections at large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. 
Usually, a bill returned with the President 's objections shall be 
voted on a t once and when presented to the Senate the question on 
the passage is considered as pending. 

A similar procedure is had in the Senate where a two-thirds 
aff irmative vote is necessary to pass the bill over the President 
objections. If then passed by the Senate the m easure becomes the 
law. 
The Vice-President acts as an advisor to the President and 

Senate, and assumes Presidential responsibilities in the event of 
the President 's absence. 
The Senate shall be composed of thirty-seven members chosen 

by its constituents yearly. All dorms (8) will elect two Senate 
Representatives, the Pine Hill complex and the Greek 
Apartments will each elect four, each sorority and fraterni ty will 
elect one representative, while off-campus residents will have 
three elected Representatives. Each Representative will have 
one vote. Alternate, or " junior" Representatives may be elected 
and hold the responsibilities of "senior" Representatives in the 
event that "senior" Representatives are absent. 
The chief function of the Senate is lawmaking, advising and 

consenting, and granting fund requests. 
The Senate shall assemble once every two weeks. Emergency 

sessions may also be implemented. 
The Senate shall keep a journal of its proceedings and publish 

them on the first of every month. 
The Se nate, whenever two-thirds shall deem it necessary, shall 

propose amendments to Alfred's Constitution. Amendments will 
be ratified by consent of the student body-and only where a 
three-fourths majori ty approves the proposal. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

If the bill is of sufficient importance, and particularly if it is 
controversial, the committee will usually set a date for public 
hearings. Each committee (except the Committee on Rules) is 
required to make public announcement of the date, place, and 
subject mat ter of any hearing to be conducted by the committee 
on any measure or mat ter a t least one week, before the 
c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h a t hea r ing , un less the c o m m i t t e e 
determines that there is good cause to begin the hearing at an 
earlier date, 

Continued on page 3 

"Wien told I had 
cancer of 

the larynx, 
my reaction was: 

what good 
is a lawyer 

without a voice?" 
Frank Purcell, 

Attorney 

" T h a t w a s n i n e 
years ago. In less than" 
two months after the 
operation, I was back 
at work and talking. 
Today, I do everything 
1 did before. Even try 
cases in court. 

"All of this is thanks 
to e a r l y d e t e c t i o n , 
e f f e c t i v e t r e a t m e n t 
made possible through 
a d v a n c e s in c a n c e r 
research, and an over-
powering will to talk 
again. Not to mention 
the extremely benefi-
cial voice training pro-
gram which is offered 
by t h e A m e r i c a n 
Cancer Society. 

"I've won my battle. 
But the battle against 
cancer still goes on. 
Please, have regular 
checkups. And give to 
the American Cancer 
Society. We want to 
w ipe o u t c a n c e r in 
your lifetime." 

American 
Cancer Society 5 { 

'HIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED Bv THE PUBLISHED 



April 12, 1976 FIAT LUX, ALFRED, NEW YORK 2 

No Secrecy— 
No Apathy 

In interviews with the editors and staff of this newspaper 
Pres ident Rose has committed himself to a campaign to end 
adminis t ra t ive secrecy a t Alfred. Facul ty, students, and some 
adminis t ra tors have complained that in the past, p rograms for 
change have been presented as fait accompli, tha t the persons 
affected by the changes have not been consulted in the decision 
making process. 
Work will soon begin on a s ta tement of "insti tutional s t r a t egy" 

which will be operative for the next five years . Pres ident Rose 
has indicated that the d ra f t proposals will be made public, and 
that University-wide opinion will be actively sought in work on 
the d ra f t proposals. Inevitably, the s ta tement will ref lect the 
final judgements of Dr. Rose. But he has taken the impor tant 
step of including the University community in the decision 
making process. And ending the ffear and suspicion which 
surround decisions made away from public scrutiny. 
Indeed, Dr. Rose has registered frustrat ion tha t he has not been 

able to make clear as yet to the University community tha t his 
policy is to demand openness and candor from m e m b e r s of his 
administrat ion. And tha t m e m b e r s of the community should be 
able to do the same. 
In light of Dr. Rose 's clearly expressed objectives, now more 

than ever it behooves the studehts of this University to make 
certain tha t their voice is heard. The University Pres ident has 
indicated a sensitivity to the importance of student perceptions of 
problems. It would be a shame if no students c a m e forward to 
express the student view point. 

At this critical period in the Universi ty 's history, with key 
questions of curr icular and financial priorities to be decided, 
student input can play a significant role in the outcome of these 
decisions. Some form of student government is necessary to 
provide an efficient channel for student opinion to reach the 
administrat ion. 
Students must now take the t ime necessary to careful ly 

evaluate the al ternat ives, and vote their choices in the 
referendum election. The value of the Alfred education is a t 
s take. Students need a responsive administrat ion to take their 
views seriously. But students must also take some responsibility. 
Dr. Rose has promised to provide the proper a tmosphere in the 
administrat ion. It is now up to the students to show that, given a 
truly responsive administrat ion, the " a p a t h y " problem will no 
longer exist. 

ALFRED'S 
S T U D E N T 

G O V E R N M E N T . . . . 
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Hettera 
Two Branch System 
Most Viable 
To the Editor: 

After reading the proposed 
new f o r m s of S t u d e n t 
Government , it appea r s to 
me tha t the "Two Branch 
Sys tem", with some possible 
modifications, is the most 
viable option. If there were a 
representa t ive s tudent gov-
e rnmen t in operation a t the 
University similar to what is 
d e s c r i b e d in t he " T w o 
Branch Sys tem" , students 
would have more input in 
University ma t t e r s than they 
presently do. This would 
enable the s tudent body to 
h a v e a c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
vehicle with the entire Uni-
versity communi ty . 
I would suggest tha t fu r ther 

consideration be given to the 
n u m b e r s invo lved in the 
senate. With 37 representa-
tives the s t ruc ture m a y be 
too cumbersome and some-
what difficult to manage . 
O t h e r w i s e , t h e s t r u c t u r e 
looks workable and should 
serve the needs of students. 

, Don King 
Dean for Student Affairs 

Present Form 
Too Cumbersome 
To The Editor : 

As a f o r m e r D e a n of 
Students, I would prefer the 
Council form with the excep-
t ion t he Vice C h a i r m a n 
should also be elected by the 
entire s tudent body. 
In my j u d g e m e n t the 

present form is too cumber-
some, and the other suggest-
ed f o r m s would be too 
complex. To prove the point, 
the University Council was 
cut from approximate ly 30 
m e m b e r s to 12-15 m e m b e r s 
and it has proven more 
effective. 

Pau l Powers 

Representative 
Form Most 
Functional 
To the Editor: 

I h a v e r e a d the t h r e e 
p r o p o s a l s a n d t he Two 
B r a n c h Sys t em p r o p o s a l 
s e e m s to be t he m o s t 
pract ical . It seems to be a 
representa t ive form of gov-
e rnmen t which is, perhaps , 
more tradit ional and struc-
tured yet would function a t 
Alfred. One suggestion, how-
ever, for this proposal is to 
change the phrase " M a k e s 
laws" in the third pa rag raph . 
The word "sugges t s l aws" 
would seem more appropri-
ate to the proposal. 
The Council proposal seems 

somewhat vague and in need 
of a bit more organization. 

While I do not d isagree with 

the concept behind the "Ref -
c o m " form of government , I 
feel tha t the life expectancy 
of this one would be short and 
tha t any type of continuity of 
government would be lost. 
The re ferendum should con-
tinue to be used to solicit 
s t u d e n t opin ion w h e n e v e r 
possible. At t imes, however, 
due to t ime res t ra in t s on 
student, faculty, and admini-
s t ra t ive staff schedules, I 
fear tha t the Refcom form of 
government would only func-
t ion s p o r a d i c a l l y . S t u d e n t 
input is needed continuously 
throughout the year . 
Another concern is tha t the 

publicity commit tee would 
1 soon f ind it d i f f i c u l t to 

produce all the necessary 
publicity and r e f e r endums 
needed to insure 'any type of 
s tudent input. I t would be 
quite burdensome for the 
commit tees involved. 
I would also ant ic ipate a 

decreas ing number of stu-
d e n t s r e s p o n d i n g to t he 
referendum each t ime. The 
value of the process would 
then be lost. 

I commend all of you for 
your effor ts in this project , 
and hope tha t you receive a 
4*ood r e s p o n s e f r o m the 
faculty and s tudent body. 

Lynn Jansky 
Associate Dean for Student 
Affairs 

More Accountability 

To the Editor: 

The counc i l f o r m s u i t s 
Alfred best because: 
1) amoun t of government for 

size of s tudent body. 
2) the sim plicity of the way it 

would function 
3) the size of the council, 15 

member s , would mean more 
accountabil i ty to the s tudent 
body. 

Coach Du Breuil 

Thanks for 
Great Enrichment 
To the Editor: 

. The students who organized 
the YBH Li terary Fest ival , 
along with .those responsible 
for recent issues of the Fiat 
Lux (the best in the pas t few 
years , regard less of editorial 
perspective) have great ly 
enriched our campus life. We 
would like to offer them our 
thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mike Sibley 
Stuar t L. Campbell 

Gary B. Ostrower 
John C. Gilmore 

Kenneth Greenberg 
Thomas Peterson 

Josie Gambino 
P a t Sibley 

David Ohara 

Edi tor ' s Note 

Due to lack of t ime and 
sufficient staff , the Fiat Lux 
was unable to issue the 
proposals to faculty in t ime 
for them to comment before 

. press t ime. 

Your dentist 
saves your 

teeth. 
He may also 

save your life. 
See your dentist regu-
larly. It may save your 
life. Cancer of the mouth 
kills about 8,000 Amer-
icans each yea r who 
might have been saved 
through early detection 
and treatment. So see 
your dentist for a com-
plete oral checkup reg-
ularly. 

American 
Cancer Society $ 

The Music Corned 
Albums, 

Blank Tapes 

Pipes (30% Off) 
and Tobacco 

includes . . . 
• Hair Analysis 
• Precision Cutting 
in the Latest Styles 
• Protein Shampoos 
and Conditioners 

. . . ask someone 
who has a style from 
SIACES CORNER 

BARBERSHOP 

! tassa 

1 N. Main St. 
Alfred. N.Y. 

Phone 587-2622 
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Two Branch, Con't. 
COMMITTEES 

Committees in the present Student Assembly government will 
remain , i.e. S-tudent Appeals, Grievance Committee,, F inance 
Committee, etc. However, to enhance sat isfactory efficiency and 
productivity a faculty advisor 's presence would be required a t 
half the scheduled meetings. This would yield constructive and 
organized direction and thus the desired objective. 

One impor tan t addition would be the Publicity Committee 
whose functions would be to inform students of the governmental 
processes, publish commit tee repor ts monthly, and distribute 
l i terature informing students of their United States Constitution-
al r ights of re levance to them. For example, they would answer 
the following: Can a student by "punished" by school officials for 
off-campus activity; what can diplomas be withheld for; what 
a re the reasons for expulsion or suspension? 

"Refcom" 
A Proposal for Student Government 
The Referendum and Commit tee system of government 

(Refcom) is essentially based on one concept: tha t the main 
purpose of the s tudent government is to inform, and tha t the 
entire student body, once properly informed, 'should constitute 
the decision making body of the government . 
Refcom allows all s tudents to par t ic ipate in the government , 

without a s tudent having to make a full semes ter or full yeat . 
c o m m i t t m e n t to a pos i t ion of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . M i n i m u m 
participation would simply require a student to read easily 
available information on referendum proposals, and then vote. 
Students can also par t ic ipate in any one of the following ways: by 
proposing a topic for a referendum vote; by serving on a 
t empora ry " invest igat ive subcommit tee" ; or by serving on one 
of the three "standing"- commit tees . Service on a standing 
commit tee is the only involvement which would require a fu l l , 
semester or full year commi t tmen t on the pa r t of a student. 
There is no senate or other strictly representa t ive body in 

Refcom. P a s t experience has shown tha t few students run for 
office in such a body, few students vote in such an election, and as 
a result , much of the s tudent body feels disenfranchised from its 
own government . Refcom replaces the representa t ive body in 
two ways. Fi rs t , on issues which af fec t virtually the entire 
student body, a University-wide referendum election will take 
place. In this case, each m e m b e r of the student body directly 
'expresses an opinion on the topic under consideration. Secondly, 
issues which a f fec t only a portion of the student body will be 
investigated and publicized. In this way, the student government 
can aid portions of the s tudent body, as well as the whole. In some 
cases a University-wide referendum of support might be used to 
bring fu r the r pressure to bear in the interest of par t icular groups 
of students. 

Refcom has only three s tanding commit tees: the Referendum 
C o m m i t t e e , the P u b l i c i t y C o m m i t t e e and the F i n a n c e 
Committee. 
The R e f e n d u m C o m m i t t e e ha s two bas i c a r e a s of 

responsibilities. The commit tee is responsible for holding 
referendum elections; and for appointing t empora ry investiga-
±i*e subcommit tees , and these will investigate referendum topics 
which have been brought before the Referendum Committee. 
The t empora ry investigative subcommit tees would recommend 
specific proposals for a referendum on the specific topic under 
consideration. All s tudents a re eligible to serve on investigative 
subcommit tees , and in mos t cases a s tudent 's mere willingness 
or desire to serve would resul t in a place on such a commit tee . 
Because a new commit tee is appointed for each new topic and 
d i s b a n d e d upon c o m p l e t i o n of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n , m o s t 
commit tees will exist for only a week or two. Thus, a student can 
take pa r t in a commit tee , but be " sadd led" with responsibility 
for only a short t ime. Students could, however, be on more than 
one commit tee . 

•Members of the Referendum Committee would be elected. The 
commit tee would select, perhaps on a rotat ing basis, a 
commit tee cha i rman , whose function would be a pa r l i amenta ry 
one, not one of " l eade r sh ip" . 
The F inance Commit tee would be responsible for the dispersal 

of funds. Its m e m b e r s would be elected, and it would appoint a 
cha i rman in the s a m e m a n n e r as the Referendum Committee. 
The Publici ty Committee has two functions. Fi rs t , in ma t t e r s 

which a re not suitable for a University-wide referendum (see 
outline, I., A., 3.) the Publicity Committee will appoint a 
t emporary investigative subcommit tee , whose function will be to 
investigate such ma t t e r s and repor t the findings to the Publicity 
Committee. 
The Publicity Commit tee is also responsible for, of course, 

publicity. The Referndum Committee, the F inance Committee, 
and all investigative subcommit tees mus t repor t all actions and 
findings to tfre Publicity Committee. It is the job of the Publicity 

^Committee to keep students informed of the findings and actions 
Jti these bodies. Fu r the rmore , it is the job of the Publicity 
Committee to provide information to the student body which will 
explain and make clear all proposals which appear on 
University-wide re fe renda . 
Since " in fo rma t ion" and "communica t ion" might be called the 

key words of Refcom, the job of the Publicity Commit tee is vital. 
Three co-chairmen of the Publicity Commit tee will be elected. 

They will select a cha i rman in the manne r of the other s tanding 
commit tees . The co-chairmen will appoint such other m e m b e r s 
as a r e necessary to ca r ry out their appointed duties. 
The advantages , then, of Refcom a re these: 
- Students need not rely on one or two " l e a d e r s " . Indeed, under 

Refcom, since any student can propose a University-wide 
re fe rendum, and since every s tudent can vote, all s tudents a r e 
leaders . 
- Students can become involved on any one or combination of 

levels. Students who do not " r u n " for office, or who do not have 
t ime for a long term commit tment , a re not shut out of the 
government . 
- There is no necessity for f requent meet ings a t which large 

numbers of students a re needed. Students can propose 
referendum topics in writing, and therefore, do not heed to a t tend 
meetings. 
- A na tura l system of checks and balances exists, since all 

activit ies and findings of the government will be publicized by a 
commit tee which is designed for tha t very purpose. 
- Instead of a limited number of persons, the resources of the 

s tudent government encompass the entire s tudent body. The 
investigative subcommit tees can allow many small groups of 
interested students to probe any^number of topics of in teres t to 
s tudents . The flow of information on campus , which has been 
virtually non-existant in the past, would increase markedly . 
- A broad var iety of issues can be investigated and publicized. 

Student gover nm ent involvem ent would not be lim ited to only the 
" b i g " issues. 
The Refcom system does not depend on one or a few students for 

success. Ra ther , it a s sumes tha t when students a re properly 
informed, and when access to the s tudent government process is 
easily and widely available, the students will take action in their 
own self interest . 
.NOTE: If Refcom is adopted, some details would be fu r ther 

decided upon a t tha t t ime. For example, since a 2/ 3 vote of the 
Referendum Committee can prevent a proposed topic from being 
put on a re fe rendum, it might be desirable tha t in such a case a 
student could force a . re ferendum vote by collecting some 
number of names (perhaps 200) on a petition. Also, there might 
be provision for "b inding" referenda which would per tain to 
decisions of the Finance Committee. This would ac t as an 
additional control over the expenditure of monies. 

Brief Outline of Refcom Government 

I. Referendum Commit tee 

A. Duties 
1. to hold referendum elections 

2. to appoint such^temporary investigative subcommit tees as 
a re necessary to properly investigate proposed referendum 
topics 

a. investigative subcommit tees should be chosen from the 
student body 

b. once an investigative commit tee has completed its report , 
and referendum proposals have been finalized, the commi t t e r is 
disbanded 

3. to re fer such ma t t e r s to the Publicity Committee, which, by a 
2/ 3 vote of the Referendum Committee, a re deemed not proper 
for a University-wide referendum but which ought to be 
investigated and publicized 

4. to make all of its actions known to the Publicity Committee 
B. Selection 
1. m e m b e r s of the Referendum Commit tee shall be elected 

from the s tudent body 
2. following election, the m e m b e r s shall select by vote a 

cha i rman from 
a. the cha i rman shall be selected from the membersh ip of the 

commit tee 
b. the function of the cha i rman shall be for pa r l i amen ta ry 

purposes only 
II. Publicity Commit tee 

A. Duties 
1. to inform the Universi ty community of the actions of the 

Referendum Commit tee and its investigative subcommit tees ; 
and of the F inance Commit tee 

2. to appoint special investigative and "wa tch dog" 
subcommit tees to properly invest igate such ma t t e r s as a r e of 
concern to students, but which arte deemed not proper for a 
University-wide r e fe rendum, by vote of the Referendum 
Com m ittee 

3. to publicize the findings of the special investigative 
commit tees 

B. Selection 
1. three cha i rmen will be elected 

2. they shall appoint a cha i rman in the s a m e manner as the 
Referendum Commit tee 
III. F inance Commit tee 

A. Duties 
1. to regula te the dispersal of funds 

2. to make all of its actions known to the Publicity Committee 

B. Selection 
1. members of the Finance Committee shall be elected from the 

student body 
2. the m e m b e r s shall appoint a cha i rman in the s a m e manner 

as the Referendum Commit tee 

FRANKLY SPEAKING... .by phi) frank 

congratulations and welcome 
TO THE COLD CRUEL WORLD OF REALITY! 

©COLLEGE MEDIA SERVICES-BOX 9411-BERKELEY. CA 94709 

FRIENDS 
DON'T LET 

DRIVE DRUNK. 
For f ree informat ion, wri te to: 
D R U N K D R I V E R . Box 2 3 4 5 
Rockville, Mary land 2 0 8 5 2 

., o* 'MA,. o 0» ̂  

\6uVe got a 
pocketful of 

miracles. 

m m 

Give to Easter Seals. 

AM rrufljj) 
The Professional 

Photographic Artists 
are now ottering 

Custom Framing 
another first 
serving the 

alfred community 

11 Elm St. Call Today 
587-2800 

EUROPE 
hss l/®^«"« 

¿ n / Ä f a r e 
n m i M i 
707 

; 60 day advance payment required 

toil tee 800-325-4867 
Un- .Travel C h a r t e r s 
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^ i l K P f l S w 
It's all here at C.W. Post: a breathtakingly 
beautiful 350-acre campus . . . less than an 
hour from either midtown Manhattan or the 
Hamptons and minutes from beaches and 
golf courses . . . our own modern residence 
halls, bank, post office, restaurants, theaters 
(stage and cinema), indoor and outdoor 
sports facilities, acres of woods and much 
more to make C.W. Post a total summer 
experience. 

A FULL RANGE OF UNDERGRADUATE, GRADUATE, WEEK-
END COLLEGE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES 
. . . PLUS SPECIAL INSTITUTES AND WORKSHOPS. 

3 SUMMER SESSIONS (day and evening) 
MAY 24 - JUNE 25 / JUNE 28 - JULY 30 
AUGUST 2 - SEPTEMBER 3 

.. and a Weekend College Session beginning 
JUNE 26, JULY 10,11. 

MORE THAN A COLLEGE... 
A WAY OF LIFE. 

Call or write for the Summer Bulletin: 
Summer Session Office 

LONG ISLAND UNIVERSITY 
G R E E N V A L E , L.I., N.Y. 1 1 5 4 8 

(516) 299-2431 

C.W. 

Gentleman Jim's 
presents 

Nickel mvfot 
iEuerg l̂ unima £iitt 

Buy Your First Mixed Drink for Our 
Regular Price 

Your Second Drink Will Cost 5C 

—also— 
OLD FASHIONED WRHMS 

Take advantage of all our other "specials' 

Monday thru Thursday 

WHEAION AGENCY, Inc. 
Alfred, New York 14802 
Phone: (607) 587-4451 

Daniel R. George Insurance 

New Record Prices 

"* COLLEGE BOOK STORE 

All "F" Records $ 4 9 5 

St. Bonaventure University 
Olean, New York 

presents in concert 

LOGGINS & MESSINA 
Tuesday, April 20, 1976 

REILLY CENTER - 8:00 P.M. 
Tickets: s6 Advance; $7 Day of Show 

Available at: .C e , , t e r B o x 0 , f i c e 

All Ticketron Outlets 
Alfred U. Rogers Center Ticket Office 

Alfred Tech 
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V 


