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A CHAPTER OF FAMILY HLISPTORY IN RELATICHN T0 ALFRED AND
ALFRED UNIVERSITY
by

Charlees Hartshorna laxson.

-hen the president of Alfred iniversity was informed that
i wap in poscession of letters and documents that throw liight
upon the early history of ~lfred and its 'niversity, he was
good encush %o suggest that I bring my informetion into a paper
and cond him o copys The venerable president emeritus was
resent and so too was the president of the ..eventh ._ay baptist
fiistoriecal socliety, and both graciously laid claim to copies
c¢f the proposed paper, «+ith the encouragement of three sueh
dignitaries I bestirred nyself while rounding out my vacation
at +ifred to amake additional investigation and since ny return
to fhiladelphin to arrange and digest oy material, I am in
doager like the gsenial liiokerbocker of beginning with the Tower
of Habel, but the picneers of :2lfred were themselves the products
of & philosophy of 1ife. '8 briefly as 1 ¢an, I must tell tho

story of %their makinge

The island of .Cquidneck was settled in 1638 by cutepolen

objsctors to the tyranny of the Bay Coleony andéd some of them had
i)
been disironchised and disarmed, The eonbative ‘snuel Gorton

¢ome from ~lymouth dn 1838 and was odmitted ae on inhabitant,
/"\
w3
but he was floggoed and pnssed on 0 rovidence. I an oespeaially



interestod in four inudgraniss vho nust Laove sodtsleld ut ewvpord
that sawve yeur, iiehard Jaxsoen ona alys goeod wife, und iugh

‘osher one Lydle axson, his wiioc. osher hind ¢oue IPrcH  ane

r \{. L) LT - ]
chestor, nriand, and so probubly bad all {our. hore {4d

Hlehard cnd Lydio et the naue axceon? Iin gitulont doye I
nheeloc into She cecben hunlet of axsvon, ond in riveto
thoupht wove siunge eloimed it as the eriginal seaw o uy
fanily. o goaeclosiss wacs uacble o swaee he axson Llino

in Seisedn, bet seversl linocs were Srucec bhoil dbeouny b
-
N ¢

vivoo of the eurly .axsouc,. Thas L Jearpoc thot an oneouiow
of winoe vas whe physdelan of dne duare IV ox Yoy, o veranan

brouzhs so  angiand ror the royel serviee. in thou fivsy yorP
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island, vnd thev ¢hald grew uws o Lo ldor | oha  axson, firod
sentor ol the wevenbth cay Saptlod chuweh 0% oostorly, oie Shad

churel grow up in oa6 bhundred years %o be Tho larpeoe vwil:2

Baptist chuwvelk in tie united =iates. Lnly oue

0f any sort was Larrer,. o colored hHoutlst enuPeh im ooavunnolh,

-t

Goowpin. LS

Thouph Tlewport was sottled in 1638, shoe Jdvsc Nantiss
Ghurel wags not fully @;gaﬂizeé i1l 1624 when John vigvke, 2
puycician, ond on outsianding leoader in vhe fowvudin
iélaaé colony, was nade nustor., gsoclated with hin wore b
floming orator, Ubadilal lolmes, ondé the wlssionary proachor,

Johrn Urandanl.
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In 1051 these three were $risd wuund ceuvieided of Lelding wun
unauthorized reliplous meeting at Lynn, asusechucests Hay,
and Folmes wee outragesusly punished, This bruital perse

a #ry of protest auong the friends of the Tay
7
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seleny iz Lagland. £ hove the heueyr o bLeinp o degeendunt
of Ubadliaol lelwes shrough the Ureenss of Ldnessets g sha
Bazdtlst churel: ot ! reovidence wvwus the Tirct in ke eolonicg

end thoe cesond ary

this Jirst Lepiist church of lewport wa: segend in the
colonies %o bLe orgoanized, and 1{ ronulined perncmently atiéceled
)

\"} e
%0 bBhe Calvinistic system, cou® ol 1%

soeuthwestery gcornor of ithe united celeny of Htole aslond aac

revidsace velntetdon ond thelir nrencher vas she afsrocentlioned
“:
Jokr Urandui, uwithout loss of uembershipy in $he ewsort churelis
hese Maptiste had an cfIinidy o the wakovs in thelir onnlite
Bis uypcn repeataneés nnd sb00d P
velievers' boaptisam, thoun aodendl notlonud.

«n thelr eiferts %o Institute ¢ ithoroush refors on Hhe bugis of

cot exnaple b wes natured o0 sowe, 66 they iue

terpreted the cix vrinciples of the

Chopter, S sed forth fHhie loy e on ¢f hands as & fynde-
F R sy S g 3 o Y A ol L L o o oy g WER Y e ]
wental priseiple, There wae o divisiorn ¢ff sooticong, so

chuerel sopurstel fren the ifips:s, pcad
the vow chureh, iike %the chaweh 2% . rovidenes unc woed chovebos

subsoe

wenvly orgunized up to the Croatd

o Bhe l'ebrews, .ixth



Century, drifited intc the dJoctrinal position of the Zenseral
Baptists of Zngland., This “eeond churech surpassed the Tirst

g
in nunmbers and influence.(L

If the hZeformatiocn was a rediscovery of the jew Testauent,

the rurilten Levival wes & vrediscovery of sthe (13 Testameni. S0

it waes perfeetly natural thz2t some .on of iadependect thought,
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ample learning, and saerificial piety should conclude thai ithe

reforuing wov
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aent would not Ls eouwslets without the retura o
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tus Seventh LAy n.e Ain LESE v, Stepnen Sluasiord, o seventh
Day Baptist, arrived froam Londen at iewport nnd. joined the First
church, & number of the wmembers sooz embyruced the E8eping of
the Zeventh ~ay, Iix years later upon ~dvice cor friemds in
Tondon these Sabbath ieepers withdrew @nd organized the Jairxrd
Baptist vhurech of Hewport, e may regret thot both porties 4id

not follcw the froaterral cdvice of the zewly gathered Baptist

Vhureh in Loston, 2aé oach bear with the other, waiting for fur-

e
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tihher Llight, but is possible that the Sa2bbath keepers could

:ir phkilosopuy of 1ife =20l periorn their wmission

frhe
e

ok
s
el

not work ous

to the whole “hurch of Christ withoud sepavation at thaet time.
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Wher in 1724 $hkis cnuren was iavited ¢ assist 1z the ordination

of Fastor Coumer of the First church, 1t cxciused itself on the

ground of the day. Vet 1%t won very ceneral vesgpect during
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15th Century. Two governors were of this church, Ceorge ‘hite-
field called upon one c¢f these governors ond speaks odmiringly

fo] S

of him. I%s pastors were in demand to supply sirst Zay chuvrches,



wne of vhe pustors wav evaiveibuited su vudu gued resliag das
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‘Bxs0n, graundson .f bBhe virsté cuild bowra oa the
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Lider Joka
islcend ol ouh s YOle - ONATLAR _LUAXSOR. L€ suyVed yrow 17584
rioht dowu 0 LV78. L youup windsier of shie chereh wvag Q

aych covesund caapladn ia Tho Levoivdiouary aray Groe cied ub

~hiladeljaiv o Zew daye aiter Lo deu.l OF  Fe QXOO0LS

«@ have seen tant some ueubere of tpe .ivei Fapilst
Church of owport settled at esderly cad tuslr proescler wus
John Uyandal, .hen the separaticon was :.ade in 1l¢71 over the
sabbath question 1% vwas repected om vhe froatier, but ap..arenily
the uzetive nonbers eame with thelr procchsr into the Jhired
siepbist Churehk of ewport. iIn 1lé74 2, Crandel was eulled t¢o
e .oadon o hold ueeting-. thercs, vudt vas vhreaitensd vith lepnd

procegution, o whieh le hud been subjotbed iu LEHLI at soatone

o Broup Y coaverts waw gathoered. SHBOBLE VLPE Twal Lyt 0Y S0uw
inz, ot ¢f chouncin: Bafvesdo. e . LObLEG WELSE L AOTU

thay cvie Third churcl Lod vien 20 1@Wuoels 40 . ®usuri, ¥ 0%

-

e terly and 10 ac . @B Lendolise Lo .ubbuth Locpersu 4D 08LEXLY

wid bopkinton were vmicably uisaissed fron the Yhiyrd Churen o

~evpert in 1700, and ¢ meu .eventa .oy .o otist churel WLD ebe

tuoliched, oColving an SXEVSL.LVEe LCTFisory in hode .8ling Lad

conuoaeiticut, Ut wos souetings coiled vl coubterliy chuwaelh Lub
e curten (B8 spuAnton GhuPCae Lace  ohn  Qroon, Lus UL

A
S .
Lo do..isrunt, leLard 8X80L, wWud Lu8 Lareb puotOr.e He Lervoed

ue ueoubt Iro.. Ric orcinuvion in 1Y08 o nis death in 1720.



In 1729 . ast0or Joaad vouerl 04 &eJPort Ludye 1o 3irics Cullasyie
ing vl the ¢ihurelos and learned duayv Jvoouph  axoon wuwo paste
at .esterly and Thowmis isCo0x Uag o preacher ilerc.s | ldsr John
Laxson had e son Joseph whoe wae born ia Lo?Z axnc cicd ia L7506
and a son John who vwus born in 166< aed Glicd iz 1747, .cth were
ordained as evangelists or ellers or a& Loth ob estarly? “he
bhistorian 3Jackuu says 580 2ibe®n wed & wiluwistes lLswo 111 ©ld
apge. e indp tucv in 1991 there were i8 Lopnuiost churchas aovth
of liew vsersey, 1o Genreral LDapvive, 3 cavvicuiry _upiiclt and ¥
Seventh .ay sapbtists In tuese bHuc _oveundbk .Gy .o tdist chuorehou
there were about 140 COMLUBICULTS, JUCLUS GGC vl fxo.n . leshow
written in 1795 that reveals itue rescrLudle woweh of e o=
ginton church, in that yeur 1¢ coasisbed or 207" s bers nd
githin fifteen yecrs had get off turee cliuvrehes, e oo 7?ilstol,
Connecticut, constituted in 1780 witih 72 Lenmbers, nether Ino
Fetersburgh, s Ye, With 92 wembeirs, sad ¢he bLhird wue Jeu Lendon,
Conn.,, with 42 neubers, .Lbout &0 ucaberc Luld uoved Lo Zwvocifield,
e fey NG WEere expocted Sootn Vo Lo L Sl ek Ta 1Puu L.ers
werse S0 Luptist churches in evu .o .w=it. unc the argosot cuureh
of then all was this .eveuthn .ay Laypdist Luzch i wu dlabons’
senedicot in his i'istory of the Baptists dves fue oitucisdie
tab es for the year 113, showiung vhat tLue o7eil oy OGLTBATT
churel of oopkinton bad shem Y30 weaberas, the or.dn, 97 Tork,
seventh oy Raptist Chuareh had 438 aeabers, asd she Droolh:liald,

s +

e Ya, Chureb :hnd 151 members, while the weceut.y coassidtuied
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curicus ¢ acbe hal there was o CLPsT oLay gluPen o

8. L®¥iin ulne o eentop

L

Sexrlian with o weuberchip of CLLI wuenbe

of revivoeliss cnd rellgions aetivicy, pubbing ivon iave men’?s
3
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blhood and stredping thea to tudpp and 0% dncoyealently O Colw

£

lectively €8 Ike euuse i ChPisgt arne of 2agse nighs dsannd, L%

was frou .esterly wac | opkiaton, relercbexch sad pexliin, Brovke

field and sequyter Ghad bthe plonser setbleys 0f ALfPred euu8,

he Tirst settlers in the town of " lfred @aue on foot ian

]

the veur 1807 cnd selected lands in the norithmeasStern vt of
tie sown below and above vhe pressat . ilfred Sto3icn. ‘hey uarsas

Ciark Jsrandalli. Daetban nd dward green, ond ed onde the lLong

journgy svom Ee¢liig, veansselaer Jountv. Judeoe dyands
La¥e ueen 4 neny reiutive i guard cnd athan s thelyr ovler

vas Juscopol vieernacdls  Jhe brothers ond sieverc

ia the lomedluntoely suceeoceding yeurs joinco shen

Their lovher, Luwe®d o, UPesn, rownoved ILron WooLUIiold

couniy, e aiireds he Gresn fanilly oi  drves woe Lavyes ond
infivential, wuch ianterwarried wivh the . axsons wnd cther pioneer
farniliess The woarrlage of .usannsg Green, uy srasduobther, 0

Luke axson, my groncfather, vas the first celebruted in the

towr of .1fred. Thoerefore i wuust abewupt ¢o trose the iine of

descant,
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any reiatiocnsniy beftueen theu, Jul gensaliocists ciain by She

guBe or .nglish wowrces to have ifound tas eLavivaship oF John

Grecoe ¢ .arwilti o Johm drecao oxr uluimoosed, sad ol both o

the Greeues of Virgiiia, Joba uresnd Lue (ugivive was an ode

herout to the vniucky Yex: ruwlly waen :eurzy TIT swnized she

thrope, wnd ma:

o
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o
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Yo fiece o suVe wis Lile. [0 coturnsy,
seeording $to 0w old bullad, vader the vome i Jobhn uvinrie, bul,
his 1dentity belngs diseovered, he soavec hizmeelf agoln by Ziizht.
The line ig traced from hiu to Johsa Gresue oy quywizﬁa sRode
Ielond, throusk -obert Creene of Gillinghawm, . oveedshire, und
sdiehard, Rkiz son, 2ad dighard pis grandsen, the rather of
Lurzeon Joha Ivesne, ihe dmalorcat cnd Boad of the Jarvick 1lino.

Frowm Jjohzn the PFunisive to John Greene ©f uwiauessed,

igland,

the line ic Praged through the came “olde” .obers, Joun Groene,

kis oen, Yeary, his seaandscn, whe dled fn 1v¥d8, o iwwhaert droene
oi Gililllaghaw, ais Teav arocadseon, who wos the fuchewy or Joud

Gravns of .yks Litreet, o subuvrd ol Gillisghno, the damigroad

-w

foundsy of the uvidnegget rine. & wug Loarse in L0035 and diec

f

irn 1898, a yeounrseT 462 Hhsn Jobhn dveens oy
»

akicn farther vouosved frow Jobhn Svssus the




wes o $radition ia both lines thet John of cilinessed was
;X
onee bnown in ‘aglaad co Johu Clorie. “his tyadision uny

hWuve boen an echeo of the old ballad.

John Jreene of .arwick ond John Greonc of uldnoused,
though distant relatives, were nueh alike in thelr pugnaelous
attituds to the powers that be, and so were vorihy sons of
John the Fuplitlve. John of arwick, a partisan of  anuel
torton, ropentedly cliashed with the “assoelbivsests ~overanensd,

aven «rier he hud led from i%s Jurilsdicetipn, Foops Uore

cent tu crrest him and selze Lip cattle, Lut be Look hig coue

pleint %o _.agland ond returned ir Sriuvuph with apers ounaron
Y Richard
tecing hio protecticn. Johsn of eidnesses, Liie —~ebexy Lnith,

with wiowm he was cssociated usny yours, boginniag in 1089 op
ssibly in 1638, may have sought religious liborty by iight
to thae Indlaon eountey, yet Le had ne open claoshog with the

Casstehusetts coveranent. 'io troubles vere uibh hi

fm

S oUn
~hode Jsland cuthorities that refusel itu rocoganize the .pdion
o _ Richars o

deevs held by —webers aith ond hiuvgelf. Jherosore he poiliitioned
the kiag to Gosipgn the ndian gount®y %o Jonnstiieut. o¥ Hhig

he woos urrested, bus he ven hia case, «8 ke gave his rsgoguidioc:z

0f the jurisdietion of hode iglund in return Zor iits reeopunidlon
, Richard
of his indian deeds, obert smith was a uan of piety anpd ecouvrare,

nueh eostecunsd by voger (illiams., I ay desecuded Ifrom .nith
L}
throuph the Langeom fanily of Gomneetisut. John (reons was louyol

/Zl Lhdré

to the wenory of webert omith and wes hiluceld o uan of povis,



2 Jender and offigce holder under the zovernnans vhich he had

opposed with zood reason. [Io Lived isn Torth Jiagston op
10

uldnessed.

Benjamen, o son of John Grecund, the head of tue liae,
uoved freom Horth ingsteon $o Last Greenwich und repyressazed
that teown ia the legislature, iz veon, _ieutunany John Greeno,
mnarrisd tho grect granddaughter of lev. dbadian .olmos,
son of iieut, John was Joshun Grecne ulo iived ol Chorleostown,

apd wmarried lary axeon, cedgountling for LThe

Hes iven %w@

of hip children and one of his grandehiléren. lo nust have
been a —eventih Lay Baptist, and his father way save bLec, .
son of Joshua was Ddward J. oreen who was born in Chorlestoun,
HKhode island, lareh 12, 1788, aarried _usanneh Crundnll, wad
was ¢ coldioy ci the Hevolusion, four times emlisteéﬁv rhey Po-
uoved from Charlestown o Berlin, iionsselaor Coundy, Livin
stephentown in 1798, reuoved afterwards to Irookfield, ‘adison
Sounty, znd finelly to sifved to spend thelr lusnt years. 1o
died ‘opeh 20, 1856, and his vife, Uebt. 7IL of tie some year,
fhelr rencinos with those of thelr children vewre ' v " . the

new ceuetery, but tie coldler's werker hus vulien woun ukd Lhers
ic no flag upon his grave, lle 4o one oif tie horoes that lived

should honor.

“he mine children of ldward J. aand susananal (rees were all

rnotable persons, wost of them heads of imporbnnt families, and



a2ll of them leaders iu their cwn right. Thelr daughier Hannah

Cgat!

I

was o reumarkable wveoman, "iunt lananah %o the whole communitye
der daughter, irena :isk, wmarried Luke Greem, the uershant
pringce of oarly days. n» the Fisk farm below the villcpe usd

lnunabts secoud husband, sideon L. opleer, Lullt u

which a$ill pgrasces otk ‘aln LSitreet. [P, and i3, 2loer re-
WOVeL o .riendshkipy but o kKiad providencs pornitiod her to die
in ber beloved :lived, though She suldennsss of bher %auing added
to the grief of hor fvxieads. I Bave ¢ ledticey oo i
_axzson ureen, iaforzing o nephaw of their comicn 106t.  Cwurd
Je oreen's oldest sca wes Llvaed, one of tus {threc original
settlers of .lfred. Ile had already uovrried - utd llaunilton bo=
fore Le ventured westward, afortunantely douth svertook him

in eaxly wanhcod.

..athan, tho third child of Zduard 7. Creen, narried orpha .
raniiton and oftsr her Jdenth Jlarthan axson, Bhen the widow of
Jidilian cocuanders. ke survived hew hmohnode Joath dw 1001 411

1890, lier obitunry was $peesured Ly those —uc zreacubersd

beauty of her iiife.

Jhe fourth uenber of this family wos  axoon recn
after «n unele, whose perscrul nune Was Lio wother®s surnfud.
vaxson Green umarried Lydia 'axson, duughter of ‘wke axson, _F.
They were ehilkdloscs, but all the students of . lfireod ..codeny were

their children, and so were cll the ehildren of the noighborhood,



Theiy home was the soeial ¢eenter of ~1fred. They were acst
agtive in 211 the religlous endecvors of thelr churek anéd deo-
nomination, They vere patrons of edusation. I have a levter
in whieh he deseribes tis witendance with ‘serge azsoen ot o
peliticcl conveniion vt Buffalo. This couple, Uncle laszon
and sunt Lydia, were Leautifully united in doing good, and
they wore unived in their deaths, for on puccesuive duys they
dled in iiltor, < is., where they were muinislteri.ngz to the victius
of the ﬁroaded ehole%a.ﬂ The atone evected to vheiy honor in the
s1ived counetery deacribes then as the "uriginnl “ronvietors or
the slfred University Fern,® Indeed they Lod beon the owners
of thav farPm the grecter part of thedir iives, Lut o s8till earlior
proprietor was uy granafathar, Luke ‘laxson Jvr., brother-in-lay
0% axson S¥een, rhelr home where situdensis ware 55 poperously
enteriained 1o uow Jrandall all, The cultured Lady wko was 186
ilast ..istross as o Uw‘vht@ rosidonce goudd aet gulite eredit uy
goserition that 1% had ounes been ithie home o0 vy oroat uuclo,

xson Green, I wisk there unight be o Bablet woooulore otoud
the Tine monsler to the honor of the dear cld couple whoee zindly
spirit s%ill preonides over the eatardoiavecat = be

away fron home,

The £ilth wember of The fawlly wus Yoy (roen wie ik B ocke
field; lladison Goumty,‘marrieﬁ Ivoeborn Danilbon. They woved with
their four children teo  1lfred where elghit oPe were Doy 0 Thol.
The very name of iandlton was a titlo of aerid apd an inopivation

to odded merit.



The sixth child of IZdwerd J. Creen and _uscunabh Crandall

A
-~ %

was cusanna sreen, boran im Derlin, i. Yo, oreh 26, 1Y05. ke
was aorried ot Lifred in A811 %o Luke axson. Cho déded in LAfved
Le8es T, L0B%7. Lne of the pext geneoration vie woat ivto bher houo

r Ln8hand

as &« daughtere-in-liav and lived thore wiile hoew youn

———
b 2 das

pursuin: his medieal studieg hus %0ld me of the nother'o resourga-
fulness, her graclousness, and bey tagt. Vho stowy wao vold o
sonetinmea with laughter and scometimeo with dours, but cluays with

doaepest affecition,.

‘he soveonth ekild of Ldwaerd J. Urveon was Isadch . Swoen
who wao born in Sexrlim, served in the .ar of 1312, Lived the
groater pord of his life in the town of Independenes, ond gave
hip nuno therce to Green': Cornors., e vas @ werdhant 0t Indopenw=

denee, thoughk at oune tinme in business ot .lfwed wnd Finelly Lo

~

-
S

died ai Independence,

The elghthk crnd last ehild of Ldward J. cnd :uﬂ&m&ah Ureon
was .nnig who was borm in .tephentouwn, Heasoelaod e, s Yey
zareh S, 1798, and died in Indopendenee,  llepany sounty, oba.
23, 1&77. <he was narrled in Drookfield, adison county, %o
John .lexee Livermere vhe vas born in Jllamiagbon, Veraond, .ebe
11, 1798, and died in independence July 17, 1583. Jhese wuore
not unsoshistiented peeople whe vers born in o gorncer i she
world cnd never odirred from i%, for . nele John's jJjourney fron
sdlalngton to 1fved was nore than an eckivalont in tine cad

cifort of uy own journey ILrou - hiladelphia jo itelisrb:




and as for exciting experiences he had them, for he enlisted
in the .ar of 1812 as a subastitute when he was 195 years old.

He was aetive in pudblic affairs and was $wenty eipht years a

&y
not the lame, halt, and blind, I am particularly intorested

in this eouple, as they ure the only great aumt and grent

uncle on the Green side whom I have kuown, I vigited theu

with ny mother just about sixty yvecrs age., I renonbor the
wvonders of their garden, and the strange cppointments of their
hone, particularly the mountainous feather beds with high pootse.
But 1 wondered most a2t the all-porvading odor of tobaececo, faint
but unmzistakeable, Then I was yuietly inforumed that while neo
roefined woman of my wotho®'se generation would smoke, very grund
ladies in the earlier geaneration had done so, and %hie sarsticulasy
old lady was so neat and so careful and so kindly, she cshould

not be eriticized for the hablt acquired many years befovro.

+@ have seen thai$ in the first year of the settlement of
the islznd of ithode Islamd, 1638, a c¢hild wac born %¢ the innie
grant, .iichard ‘axson, the first ¢hild born oun the island, Johu
tiaxson. There was a tradition that siehard was killed by the
indians in 1637, but rrineipal Greene fLfound that he died 1in 1643,
John laxson married [ary ‘osher, the Qdaughter of the ifunmigrants,
Hiugh "osher and Lydis ‘exson. iugk ‘osher died in 10624, - ldorx
John :‘axson died ‘ee, 17, 1720 and ary ‘‘osher, his wife, .6b. 2,

1718, .e have seen that a con, lder Joseph ‘axson, was paoior
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at /esterly in l?zgw;nd that =& grandson,’glder John iaxson,

was a pastor at Hewport Ifrom 1754 to l??é?e;ﬁut wy interest is

in traeing the yaxson line to Luke iaxson, the {irst settlier lu
that part of the town of .lfred where the village of .4ilfred und
Alfred University are located,and alsc the lins to i’iss :bigail

“e Maxson, the beloved of all Alfred students cnd known %o the
whole deronminaticn end ever widening educational circles as the
wife of rresident Jonmathan iAllen. The first Zlder John Zaxson

had a son, Llder John ‘axson, who was born in 16¢§, married Judith
Clarke, =nd dled in 1747, This Elder John Maxséiywaa the brother
of Zlder Joseph 'axson of westerly and uncle of Lider Jéhn #axson
of Newport, Johan Maxson and Judith Clarke had & son, John liaxson,
who was born in 1701 and married Thankful Rand=2ll. Johan :iaxson
and Thenkful Rzandall had =2 eoglm?atthew jaxson, Wio was born in
1727 and married darthes Potte;%}.Families were largze in those days,
so if they ran out of names in their near connscitlons they coulid
fall baek upon the Bible. The sons and daughters of iatthew ‘axson
and idartha Potter were Thomas, Peleg, Matthew, George, ijathan, Abel,
Luke, Martha, Mary, Randall and Fotter - eleven in alifj:One of
these, George, born in 1756, married Anne ilarriott, of whom was
born Abel MMaxson, May 11, 1780, who married ibligaeil Lull end was
the father of Abigaill 2, Mexson, born Feb, 4, 1824, Irs, Jonathan
Allen. Another of the sons of latthew laxson =nd ilartha Potter

was Luke Maxsonfit%o was not the Luke ilaxson who came to Alfred

in 1808, that viae one of the constituent members of the First

Seventh Day Baptist Chureh, or that built the old Haxson home on
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3outh lain stt: but the father of that Lake 'axson. The house
was not bullt with hisg%?naioa uoney, as stheve is evidencse that
he received ma/g?naioii“ Bu$ he was & soldier of the .ray of

the Revoluticnfibﬁia children vere all persomns of iunportance,

lie plike Ldword J. Green,cums %o spond Bis lagt years in the coum-
munity where his childrea were in the thick of the £ight of
pioneers with stubborn Darth., This uke !axsen, the soa of
Matthew llazxson and llartha otter, was born in saterly, Hhede
island, spr. 18, 1763, and died at .1fred sept, 17, 1843. Ils
wife was Lydia Sabeoek, who was bora June 30, 17589, and died in
Alfred June 6, 1839, <‘hey lived nmany years at retersburgh, . Y.,
where all or nost of their ehildren were bhorn, and acﬁgpdin@ to
Frincipal Gresone c¢ame 30 Alfred between 1832 and 183é?§)whan 0y
unele, Charles Hartshorn, went %o Alfred in 1836, and attended
the o0ld chureh, he saw an old man, very deaf, sitting in the
pulpit, and asked who he was, and was tecld that ho was /nele
Luke ilaxson, hen my mother, Cordelis lartshorn llaxson, wus
living at the :laxsen homestecd just berfore the bLivrdth of her fivrst
enild, the old gentloman eame %o ¢all upen the Tanmily eor nake o
brief visit, und she remembered him for 2is wit and gracious
mananer, In hoy album he wrote & oitrong reilgisus oxhoritation

in verse, and gave his age te the day., That wus vhe yeur of uls
death, It ic possible that he had locned money to uis oldeot
soen for the building of the house, and 1% is »robable thav he

and his wife lived there for a time, but they seem %o Luve made



their home in the town of Ward with their son eorge, They
were buried in the same lot with george ‘axsen ond his wife,
end in adjoining loss other children vere buried, cnd a nonori-
al stone erected to still threc other ohildren, <7vhe ehildren
of iuke ‘‘axson and Lydia RBabeoek were Tuke, Ivdia, ‘atthew,
Martha, !'ary, [ianey and Georga.gﬁv

iuke liaxson, uy grandfather, was the oldest son of 3jhis
family, dorn probadly in .esersburgh, i, Y., but poosibly in
Jesterly, Rhode Island, sep$. 11, 1785. In the beginning of
1808 wh&n it waps still winter and hé wvas twensy two vears old
and unmarried, he nade the journey nlone fronm :etersburgh,
kensselaer Lounty, to alfred, Iie had a yoke of cxen, o bob
sled, a feather bed, a tThree-story elock, a few dollars in
money, and some household and form utensils. In scleoting his
lands which he purchased at astonishingly low prige hig aim was
to get iand vhere hard wood predominated over pine and homloGke.
Having thrown up some peles a8 & temporary shelter, he started
out to make u more detailed inspection of his possessions, dbut
wvae lost for two days till he revognized a land waric and then
yuickly returned tc his shelter., ie felled the treez and built
a swall log house, afterwards enlarged from time %o tiunc and a
log barn, but most of the pplendid birch, beecoh, maple and pine
trees were burned, since potash wae one of the few ¢hings for
whigh there was a market., lie prepared his lands between stunns

with a orotched stiek for a plow and with a hoo, putting in whent,
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“hen the grain was ripe, he out it with 2 siekle, threshed 1%
with a flail, took it to vansville, 31 niles distant, on horse-
back, and sold it for 31 eents a bushel, and that not eash but
barter. He mnst}at ttrgt have borrowed the horse, but in a very
few years he was stooking his farm with euttie, sheep, horses
and swine, Iie was beginning to bve prosparoua,»aad the inspira-
tion of 2ll his sffort was o yonﬁg woman back in :enspolser C@amt§f

In 1811 she same with someo ef her peeple. Luke [iazson and uusanna

Green vere married. It was the first warriage in the town of

G\

Alfred. Yhen the last stage of the journey up sae valley was by

A

N et

horse, one horse, the bride sitting baek of her husband. Lifo
was all seng nowj the aecompanying musie was nade by $he spinnin:
wheel and hand loom, At first they even did the carding, uad the
c¢loth was made up by the nimble fingers of the wife ingc gcarnonts.
The huabané tanned ﬁhe_akihﬁ of slaughtered aninales, ond made up
the leather ano‘ahoea and harness., iLife was easy novw, for there
was interecting work for all the hours of light, often continued
into the hours of &&rknsaa.*ﬁ§

Dut discster came in 1812, the year theliy firast child was
born, There was war and the younl husbnnd was drofted, OChould
he go or obtain o substitute? He chosoe the latter alternative,
but the cost was erughing. e was obliged to sell eighty elght
aeres of improved land, ifeasured i Jolilorr 4l ¢o2t was insige-
nificant., XMeasured by heurs of labor, ond the blasting of hones

the loas was hearte-breankings His first nurehuse was the south
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100 aeres of lot 14, which was followed by oviher purchases irom
time to tim@. I aa dépanéing upon the éeaollections of my brother
who was born in the house of his grandfather amd a freguent guest
there tilli he himgelf reached his majority., le heard these early
struggles and diseppointments rPepeatedly described by his grande
father. Iy brether ¢laimed that the university campus had once
been the property of my grandfather. The Counby !lstory scys that
“axzson Green first took up land by his brother: but soon after oame
intc possessiocn of the farm on lot 14, now oceupied by Alfred
Univerasity ocnd part of the south half of the village of ﬂlfrad.ﬁrﬁ
Ly grandfather was a young aen, and refused 3o be erushed, He
coniinued to asquire land inx various parts of .lfred and the
Vandernark ig ard whiek was once a part of the sown of ilfrsad,.

'@ wvas able %o give sach of hia boys 2 farm upon each reaching

hio m&jo?itifﬁ ‘e was o farmor and sxvenslive Landowner, lis tzule
and home were clvays cbundantly suprlied. 3ut netual money in the
early days was hard to get, and when gotten was howrded for the
payunent of taxes, 41l iz days he wae most agcurate and prudent
in bhis finanecinl &Eansactiaha, But yeliglion and publie enterprise

eonld always unloose his purse strings.

Through kis life he was kEnuwn to say repeatedly: I slways
atand Tor reform,® It was the custon of theco pilous Jubbath

keepere to heve whipkey Quring heyine zund hsvvepbiag. Lt was

LaZ}

suj;poaed to give energy o hired worlkuen. t wos an absolute

necessity in barn raising, for gratuitous morkers #mould z0% &suep
3
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forward unless ligquid goode-will flowed in abundance., One day

my grandfather sent ay father, then a LOy or %en, “C wue selluyr
to bring o jueg of whiskey to the woriers in the hurvesd fiold.
The boy thought tiaat what vas good o2 nmen aust be goed for buoys,
and sampled the whiskey through a straw, .ae iupetuouc boy dwe.
£ire into Lis blood ond fell with his burdsn bsaids Bhe putin

The waiting harvesters became ilapatient, and the fatkher hastansd
toward the house to finé what wae the matter, 1o esrriec the

boy home, and the parent: trield te rosuscitete him vithout suceess
ti11 they obtained the help of o phycicicn. The futher was oo
enraged,; and suddenly arcused tc the evil cf invewperancs, that
ke roiled out cf his ecellar ftvo barrels of whisiey, one no% yet
gpened and one only just opened, and knocked in thelr heals witi
an ax, and prouiged his God $hat he would never have anodher drop
in his house oxzcopt for medieine. 10 was a man o posliitive charage
ter., His aot was the $alk of the coantzyside, and 1% weas told
everywvhere that he wveuld not furnish i1iguor o wa ia his enpleoy.
The following year he prepared to raise a bowran, o2ad o lavge bara
at that, 1'is neighbors $0l4 him 1t could no% be raised withoat
liguor, 7¢ vas determined %o earry ocut his slan., cor three weeks
he rode through the eocuntry inviting the pecple Hto o barn rpaisling
without whisgkey. . hen the tine came there vere Lany wore reople
than eould be used in roising the born. Thoey had coms to lengh
ot the fiesco, Hut when they suw the long covered tabliles 21th
hot roast boef and pork, and an abundances o snall driank and

oider, they stepped forward with great unanisity. “he bara wend



up, and the food and drink were consuwsd, cnd z2il vers gon-
vineed of the neossibility o2 vaiziaz 2o barn without ths use
of iatoxicating liauorffcﬁr. Jehn :J. €cllins hus the credit
ol orgunizing 3dhe firvet temperance =gcioty in the %own of

s1fred with a totol abatinence pledze, Thad was in 1830,
i wonder if my grandfather wes 30t the Tohn sis Teptiant of

that sogiety by his drancdtie effards ror $he adeancenent of

tempoerance in the yenps 1427 and 1228,

Luke maxéon wes ever o poltron of eduectione. L wus intole
lectually clevd, civays o grest recder, ant loved debate on re-
ligion ané politics, (/6 save %o hie threec older chilarer the
ecnmnon seéhosl sducation of thair time, but oo his propoerty ine
ereanpel aond opportunities opened ho cent %wo of the sons, Luke
and Lathan, zway %o oechool, and wher the aeadeny was cpened atb
:1fred he cont bhis flve younger c¢hildrep there, and $thvee of then
after four yenrs study Gonplated what wvas regsrded s the oquive=
lent of o cellege elfuention at thaot time, her in the seccond yoar
of the sehood & huilding wag erectved for 4te cccevicoénvion, the

tradistliosn of vhe family vwaes thed Lo woee $he Jivet e subecribo.

¥

Uhe will ©f hipc wife provided uot only beguerts for tuo ulssione
ney voeieslec, it sleo directed who shoull be the bemeficicyics

vi the seholbrship sbe bad estaoblisbed ir the Yrivereitye T

s interest in sduecation finally brousht him uisadvondturs.
As sehool trustes or conmittoeenon, after hLis wife's death, he gave

entertainment to o eandidate for sappoiatnent oo jeucher, Lle youapg



$111 she found employment. Then she l:id sisge $o his hesrt.,
lis was loncly, fev his fawmlly had peattercd, cnd helf cu® of
pity be propooed marvisgs. The fanily by letter hliterly proe
tosted, but the cld nan vould net yleld. it uns a nlotake Lo
& WmGn Lo marry o voman nearly Lfifty ygarg 285 JunloPs I Ins
sorely é&s&pyezntea in his %ar§ Louiééigg; %00 proudl ke ocun his

YN
X \s/— L e & i .
miptake, T'aviag been ftaaxght ip ny vouth te ook unon thed nmarriage

s o horwrible oxauple, I, &as a %eccher of Inw and esuparative
governueniy, have advogated a statute that no pevcen who hos
reached the age of 60 should be permitited %o narry without the
consent of u femily ecuneil presided over Ly a public magistrate.
rerhaps the suzgestion wae found in the Pyeneh fonily couvneils

presided over by o justige o7 the necce.

Luke Mazson at last hed o prouoniticn that he was to die
on o eertain day. e @rove %o ornelisville and bousht ¢ esshet.
e ¢alled such o his eﬁilarea as ¢oulé be recelhied, o setsled
v, his ceceoundte ond maede the preper ocntries iu his books. <n the
eppointec Qoy he seemed mueh %6 enjey his tresikiast end the cone
varaaﬁiaﬁ, espucinlily as 4t tursed to tue eouforis of ralision,
honr 1t wes through he oaked that his araed rocking chaler nighs

e oulisd bacl: 3¢ sernlt Linm S0 xest. e vno atlll, ond pooniad

P
to ke asleep, bud it vas the sleep of decth., 77ig heloved pnobor,

Ader Huil, in "is obituagy salds "¢ was o nun ol cesive niag,
cnd kept hinself well inforued in ropsa»d o the lscding issues

o

of the Joy whother of Chuecel or -tate, and wes :lwaoyes oo she oide



of reform, le was not only astive as a citigen, but faithful as

o membey of the chuweh, 20t only £illing hio place whethor in
meetings for business or worship, but always ready with his wmeans
te nmeet the peeuninry responsibilities of the ehureh md $the wants

of humanity, in thece things seitting o good examplo.” =

Luke axson, the firsteborn cof Luke and _Lydia ilaxson, was
born in 17856 as just related., The second member of this fauily
was Lydia, bora im 1788, the wife of ‘axson (Groen., I have written

of them as saints and patrons of education,

The third child of Luke and iydis was ijatthew who was born
in 1790 and died ot retersburgh ay 27, 1812,

“he fourth ohild was jartha, born in 1792, She was newn .s

11

yatty to her friends, : have written of hey as the wife of iathan
Green. '

The fifth child of this family waa ary, familiarly called
"sunt Folly.” She was boram st retersburgh Jept. 27, 1793, morried
Henry Sheldon,vho was born in Couth Zingoton, Hhode Island, in
i794. She dled Uet, 21, 1876,and he died feb. 3, 1877. ~he was
converted aond joined the chureh ot .etersburgh when she was thirteea
7ears old, The writer of this paper visited a great sunt and great
unele, on the Groeen side, at iIndependenee in his ohildhood, there
he wae under ¢ spoell of awe, but ‘unt olly and Unele eary Lo
knﬁiﬁifar the happiest tuwo weeks of his childkhood were gpont on

thelr farm in she town of uard.cund he thinks of them us saints



not oniy to be ulored, but loved. Iow truly 1% was said of

her in her obituary: " Dverything vas systematically arranged
cnd her work wags £ully done,’ And wvovy frue was the following:
* Her rendy and choerful velcons nadse ??? hone clways pleasund
both to acquaiagtances and strangera.”éi;

The sixzth child of Luke and Lydia ‘axson was lancy who wao
bern in 1786, ondl married Joseph Goodrieh.,. They worPe ourly seitlors
of alfred, ceoulang in 1819, cnd lived in the purt sthat wos unde Bhe
town of urd, Joseph Soodrich was very promineng, representing
the town qf AlSred on the committee for the building of the Irie
Railwa??iﬁﬁe wae the founder of iil%on, Jis., and pronoter of

iilson Academy and College, which was to be to dsconsin and the

denomination in the west vhat Alfred Univergity was %o westorn

ST
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iew York and the denomination 4in the east, 1@ wes o greet man
and & wit., He had wise and full suppors in his wife, iy fatherx
and mother lived for a number of years at 1ilton, ond so uy nother
haod a world of aneedote relating $o Unele Joseph and runt lanoy.

she dled Hovember 30, 1857,

The seventh member of this family, and the youngent c¢hild
of Luke and Lydia llaxson was George axson., ('@ was bora at
etersburgh, . Yo, 4pril 19, 1798 and married §hoabe?;ells.
Their farm waz on the Vandermark in the town of ;urd?§;ﬁe Cied
ilay 14, 1863, and she &ied April 6, 1878, . hen his dbrother Iluke

made his hejira to Alfred, George was but ten years old, but they



all came with the exeeption of Natthew who died soon after
reaehing his majority, and the fauily wasc united again in 2lfred
after the aged father and mother had joined Bthem. George by

all sscounts was a suee¢essful mnan of affairs, publie spirited,
religiocusly minded, and home loving, I often hoard hin deseribed
as & man who woe well inforned, kel well ccrsidered opinions,
had conficence {in hinself, and made money, Vet there was one
story with o touch of the ecomie., “her 2 "omosrat from the osute
cide world ccme to 21fyre? and dored ony nap e cnsver his onte
rageous essertions, George 'axson marched gonfidently %o the
front but when he turned about and fooed the great crowd, stage

fright struek him dumb,

The gift of effective publio utteransce vhich failed his
Uncle George belonged in full nmeasure to Luke Green !laxson, ny
father, all his 14fe the lecture platform was a passionate joy
to him, The man who ¢laimed the eoredit of discovering this latent
power cnd giving the initial training waes Charles laritschorn,
Therefore I eoms o the reiatlon cf The lartshown fanmily sto Alfred
and 1i%s University. Jaeob Hartshown, my grandfather, was o [one
ne¢ticut school teaschey of enterprise, vivacity, and dedoruination,
who morried anﬁzfﬁha aristocratic Hansom fanily of Golchoater,
descended from R;;::;?:ﬁmith of ingoton, Hhode Islands !© was a
pioneer of lLebdbanon, 'adison County, 'ew York, joinimg there o
number of his relatives, and he becnme o laading cltizen and

il
justiee of the gaacs.’“ﬁis ehildren inheritad the nnnlikimn ~¢
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fhoir paront;:“ The olﬁaﬁ son, ~hilander, pushing into the
wilderness like his parents, settled at :‘ornellsvilile, l. Y.,
{now ornell) 4in partmnership with Ira C“avenpeort of Bath. e
looked for advantageous settlement for hls brothers, who were
all ambitious, rhilander maerried & ‘oraell oi jormellaville,
John, a -hite of ¢hitesville, Charles, =z ﬁart of ‘artsville,
and Ira, the daughter of Jilldam Colwell, the lealing merchant
of Friandehip.fﬁln 12358 John lignsom Hartshora, luonsdiately oz
graduation from medioal ecllege, settled at :lfred, and wao
aotive there all his life in the church, and all publie affairs,
l!e was a trustee of the University asnd a momber of the lsgislaturé;'
It must have been that same year that rhilander formed a partner-
cship with lLuke Green when they purchased a previously existing
store, ihilander did not reside at slfred and in 1836 sold out
his interest in the business to hiavggotheroinulaw s Urson thelden,
who d4id teke up his residence therefljﬁrs. sheldon was a sister

cf -hilander andé John, and like them alive %o the interests of
religion and edueation, [‘r. helden wanes & shrevd business wman,
belonging tc 2 family of weslth.,. Therefore I am very sure thad
when the projeot of o select sehool or acndeny vas onnvassed

this young couple was eager %o suppord it. Lhey had guarters

in their home, gentrelly located and conveuniest., . biographical
sketeh wes read at the funeral of r. sheldor at the end of o long
mercantile career, stoting, "That while living at -1lived Center

he gave z porticon of the house he coeeupled for the purpose and

use of a higher grade of school than was then known in $his parts

-
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of the gountry, and whieh in the events that followsd proved

to de the nucieus of what is now known &8 Alfred Academy and
University.ﬁéﬂﬁn Decerber, 1837, letters frow the fomily at
Lebancn to John, Jane, and Charles at Alfred indicuve that

the Sheldons were 8till livimg ot Alfred without thought Hhen

of removal, but in September, 1l&3D, Jarne at Lebanocn writes to

her sister, Corcslis, @t ilfreé decply regrotting dheir reuovael
from Alfred and reculling their happinsesss therce., Her recolleciiocn
of the coming anéd goiag of young people and tuo zelse of a school
in ner house for ogg:year ané part of apother waas, 1t seoms, 8ltow
gether delightful.diku her old age she Was very proud of her con-
necticn with the beginring of slfred Qnivarsits.iﬁﬁharlea Jdar:ghora,
the brother of Mrs. Sheldon, eame to slfred in thui saue year,ltoo,
e made the following entry in his joaurmal under dste of .epte 1E,
1837: © I aw now residing at Lebanon, $the place oi ay nabivity,
and az 21 years of age. Lapgt winter I spent at slfred, ~llejauny
County. Taught school four montho for 1E dollaru per aovnth.” 4in
the Legember follewing he wos bagk in . Ilired oy apother winter Qo
teacher, .Jhat 1e may have lacked in higher learn.ng he suppliled
by his enterprise and adroitnsss, ‘any timoes has ho deseribed %o
uwe, his namepzke, with humorous embellilshments his pedagogical
methods. [ile special scontributicn #%c the iantsllectusl 1ifs of

tLe communily was the orgaunizaticn of a debating society. Lt was
there he discoverod the ability of wuy fathey, o student in the

new ccadeny, and »resssed hinm into his service. The relatios of

these debating soccleties to the écademy, and of the young school



teacher to Mr. Bethuel Chureh, its first principal, is described

by Mys. Jonathan Allen as follows: “Charles tZarishorn, a brother
of ¥Mrs. Sheldon in whose house the school was held, was just from
the East and taught the distric% school a mile away. These two

men earnestly sympathized in all intelleetual work, . debating
society was formed, having its meetings in {the sehool house even-
ings, where old and young from all the country round were invited
t0 diseuss guestions of publie interest, especially thoss pertain-
ing to educaticon. So fer reaching was this influence that the

next winter each distriet for many miles around had i1ts deba®ing
socieé;:"é{The younser sisters of Charles Hartshorn, uiinerva wad
Cordelia, belonz almost Lo another generation, that of the siudentis
of the acadenmy, not the generation concerned in its founding, bus
it i3 convenient to write of thenm now, completing the narrative

of the relation of the lartshorn family to  ifred and its University.
“hen the wmznbers of the family at Lebanon wrote to the absent nmembers
at alfred in December, 1837, Cordelis wrote of her burning desire
to continue her education dbut saw nc immediate prospect of her
being able to do soj but in the following yeesr :inerva =nd (ordelia
were both sent to itlfred, In September, 1839, Yinorva at Lebanon
wrote tc CTordellz at Alfred sadly of the death of her intended,

but sent warm greetingss to her girl friends among the students

at sl1fred. The besloved pzstor and teacher of my mother, Tames

R, Irish, wrote 2 touching farewell ir her album in Septerber,
1840. Cordells was taking her departure from 21fred =nd ite

agadeny. There che had founéd the meost congeniesl friende she had



ever known, and one of them was to be her life's companion,
thoﬁgh they were not yet engaged, There she had folt.the Joy
of confessing her Savior in baptiem, Ever afterward she had
a deep love for Alfred and its University. I have seen her
turning over the pages of her album, telling anecdotes of each
writer, no longer an aging matron but a vivacious young women
living over again the two years of intellectual and spiritual
bloom. She %t0ld of the wonderful revivael and her baptism in
the dead of winter. The County Fistory tells of this revival
in the following words; " During the winter of 1838 - 9, Zlder
Stillman Coon held meetings which resulted in the conversion of
nany. Forty were baptized by him in one day in a pond near
Baker's Bridge, the weather being exceedingly cold and ?hiok
ice in the pond having to be broken for the occasion.4$féhe
lived at Alfred at intervals up to the period of the Civil war
when she and her husband took up their psrmanent residence at
Hornellaville, N, Y. A% one time she owned the lower vart of
the campus where it reaches #ain Street, It was sold to‘a group
o

of the faculty and was later transferred to the University. &*é

How I come to the elesing and wogd inmportant nart of uy

Chapter of Family History in ERelation %o :1l1lfred and 2lfred

2l

sniversity. It concerns Iuke Green ‘axson, uy father, who was

Y

born irn Alfred, “ov. 11, 1817, and died at ornellsvilie, . Y.,

April 68, 1873. Ve was married Cct., 25, 1841, at Labanon, N. Y.,

to Cordelia Ann Fartshorn who was born June S, 1820, snd &isd
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at Hornsllsville, Yov, 23, 1886, In writing of his father,

Luke ‘axson, 1t was sald that a common school education was

given the three older children, but the fourth child, his ocldest
son, Luke Green Nexscn, was jernitteld to snherd years in education
s oppertunities hond now opensd, and ability to neet the cost

kad increased, it first ke was sent to study in the home of e
mipister at Almond where he was well grounded in Latin and Greek,
Then he z=nd his next younger brother, MNathan, were gent to DeHuyter,
Medison County, toc receive instruction in the recently esiablished
Institute. The allowaneé wag sc meager that the lads nearly
starved, sc o letter was sent by the thrifty fathes, born of the
tears cof 2ll the fenlly, bidding thewm enend more money for their
wneintenanee, Ypon the opening of the school ot 1fred with so
ambitious & eurriculum thag the name iscaleny uspeedily csame intc
use, the boys were sent to the nev school, und ithere they were

joined &t cnce by their sisters, .Tminda ond “ydiec. ILuke in

M

icvember c¢f that year, 1836, was ninetesn yeors c©ld créd had siready
made c¢cnsiderable progress, Jonathar Allen was a member of the
same c¢lass, but ir the January fecllowing wae orly 13 years olad,.

In four years Luke and his sisters were under the ins?rgction

of three able principals, Bethuel Church, James R. IrI;h, and
4illiam C. Kenyon, the last a nost remarkable teacher. The nurber
of azdvanced students was small, so that it was possible +t¢ cover

a wide range of subjects with advaniages cocuparcble toc those of

the Znglish tutorlal system. Ly father mastered Seboll's  riithme-



tie , regurded then as the most difficult, in a remerkadbly

short time and advanced io highey wmaithematies. e Lad a pro-
nounced interest in poedtry and liverature iz general, writing
much verse, both blankand rhyuwed verse., Lven his letter con=-
fessing love was in verse, Iils Grama on “"The .hite Slave cr
Joseph and his Brethern” was pliayed al Alired wiith great suc-
cess and afterward‘pubiisha&, among his papers is o lecture

on roetry aad 'icﬁgn. A veory especial iunteresst wus Geology,

and his lecture on this subject was heard in uuny states con

the lecture platform, S0 were his lsciures oa Fhysilclogy, but
these last grew out of his medical educatiovn, but the others
vere the ouitgrowth of studies begun in the Alfred academy. 1

f£ind a Y¥ourzh of July_oration, writiten in 1844, whieh proves

his early interest in history and political science. He was
deslared by Professor Larkin, so the family isradition goes,

to be the best Latin scholar that ever satered the University.\gﬁ
it was held firmly by that tradition $het he had Hhe full
eguivalent of a2 college education, %hbugh tue aceceny had not

yet been legally incorporated, He was the valediciorian of the
¢class and wrote the graduation oratvions for Jonathan illen snd
other members of the olass, FEe was no coubt oider than most

of his classmates and heé & facile pen. Cordelias Hertshorn

was not present at the ¢closing exercises, He wrote a long letter
to her describing thenm but‘principally to ask her permission that

he might visit her 2t Lebanon. 5e was planning to renew old

apsoslations at LDeRuyter, but his visit there was ineideﬁtal



$9 his real purpose, I will make scme extended quotations

from his letter of liov. 3, 13840;

" Yesterday was the close of the acadenical telliesscss
Sinece you left :1fred I have spent my tine for the nost par
very delightfully. rarties have not been very numerous vut
whenevaer wWe mest we ars in very good spirits uad mirth sits
31layfully on every counisnaneée, bui theay oiten reuark that one
nore is necessary to make their joy complete wio has shoune 8o
brilliantly in their forumer eircles., Last evening I attended
one at 2laxson Oresa’'s ia which most of the sbudents wers ﬁrésant,
the room bein: counplelely Lfilled and giviang an cpportunity to
take many privileges which in a smaller colileciion we should
not enjoy, as uany of the  ladies hud %o be Leid Irom a waant of
roon: for seais., [r. Niles was yresent for wiom L h&ave mueh
friencdechiy cnd respect, ard I amw much pleased with his society

&g he ic very ugreesble in manners wud conversation.

"Yon may wish to heaxr scmething coneerning our exhibition.
I wish I could spesk of it favorably but I was not pleased with
1t though some might have been. Some piecces were very good but
few well spoken, though some very well, There were 12 or 14
orations, one dislogue by the gentlemen, slso two from the ladies.
The writers were Arminda and Lydie 4. i'2zxson of cone and Abigeil
Maxson and Celestie Burdiek of the other, Desides there were

several compositions from other ladies. iir. Collins and M, Vincent



had eachk a Latin as well as an inglish orsticrn. The choir be-
sldes several set pieces sang three hymns couposed for the oc-
casion. JYou may wonder tﬁét I do not speak of the scene in
stronger terms of approbation, but I car ir short tell you the
resason., i never was sc humilisted and left a place in greater
chagrin in my life. <Though I wrotevtwo oréticns in Zaglish and
one in Greek, yet I spoke neither, Howevsyr, the two Inglish
plecoes were spoken by those for whom I composed them, cns of
wkigh c¢casioned much samailing. 3Bat tiis is not all. 1 reserved
a part of my writiten jJiago to deliver wyseli, but coaplstely
failed, for as it was guite late in the day many Loys ran down
the gallery stairs as 1 rose t¢ pronourece = long poewm in blank
verse, which so completely disconcerted me that after trying one
or two sentences I made an apology to the congregation arnd took
my seat. 1he choir said they were much disappointed as &\yart

was eomposed for them to sing during ay speakinz.”

Aecording to family tradition it was the proud father that
most felt the humiliation. Blood tells, and therefore my wewucry
too failed me in the delivery of my college ccmumencement oration,
but I 4did not surrsnder the fort but ended with flags flying. iy
father had completed four ysars of stuédy in the .ifred 'cadeay,
aud had ir practical erffect been graduated, snd was the valedic-
torian of his class., He lacked but = few days of belng £3 vears
old. In absentia and under forms of law he was graduated in 1844,
the same year he received his degree in medicine at Castleton,

Vermont,Medieal College.



ifter completinzg his studies at Alfred he was prineipal o}
for the Coudersport, Pernsylvania, scadenmy two school years, and,
returrning to Alfred in 18482 6 beesms County Surerintendent of
jehools as successor of Prof, /. C. ¥enyor., In Coudersport
he had bezurn the study of law, but was pesrsusded by his wife
and brother~in-law, Ir., John R. llartskorn, tc turn to the study
of medicine, Lile surperintendent of schocls he studied iz the
cffice of r. lertshorn. He weas ot CGenevs fedical Colleges for
& time, tken 2 longer time at Cacstleton, wheve he was advised o
attend certain lectures at YNew Vork, and finally received ihilpg
degree ot Castleton in 1844, ‘Lmong his ~apers I find two leetures
for delivery Ithrouzhocut the couni?y, one uson the Law Appoliniing
Teputy Cuperintendentiof Sehools, and one upon the Art of Instructe
ing Jouth. hile he wes counity surerintendent ¢f schools nnd re-
siding ob . 1lfred he wroie & letvter toc John Gregp, sgent of thse
*roprietors of the Thelps and Gordon rurchase under date ol ~ugust
25, 18428, which was in the interest of 1ifred ‘cademy and of uuch

importanrce thet I will transeribe it)

"Doar Sir: 1 take the responsidbility of addressing vyoun on
a gsubjeet which from the general interest you feel in the education
and improvement of the youth in this country will doubtless elicit
from you some degree of attention., It i3 an appliecation to you
from the friends of a literary institution recently established
in this place, to assist them in your capeeity as agent of the

lands lying in this vicinity.
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"7 will give you o short =ccount cf the coundidiocn and
wants of the iustitution. Zome thfee er four yeurs since
the people of this town and those odjcining, wishing %o secure
greater advantages than the district schcols furnished for the
education of their children, éontributed funds for building ¢
small academy.  fter this was in successful operation for two
yesrs it was thought 4o be inedeguate 4o supply the wants of $he
community, and it was aeccordingly enlarged the last suumer by
erecting a large, convenient, and elcgant structure which is an
ornament to tre place cnd the glory cf the scclety, end Is gener=-

£lly knowr urnder the title of - 1fred fcadeny ual JleuclLer/s .euinary.

" In building and furnishing this iastitution the trustees
have spared no expense to warrant its successful operation;, and
$o give it a high stending and elevated character, Since it hes
row copened with two departments 1% has the wmost flattering pros-
peets of extensive usefulness, But in waking these enlargements
and improvements large debt$ have heen contracted by the building
comnittee which the soclety is unable to pay. The patrons now
wish to furnish the academy'with a more extensive library and
larger apparatus, and to put the institution under the patronage
of the state. But by the present pecuniary embaressment of tie
sountry they find it impossible to raise funds %o do much towarad
liquidating the claims already against them., In this emergeney
they turn with much confidence to you, doubting nct that from the
noble spirit of liberality whieh your munificence on vsrious ce¢e

casions induces them %o think you possess, you will do what you



C

can to assist them in a case which has the common benefit

end improvement of our eitizens for its object. They ask

you as a favor, that, as the ¢itlzens of this town and vi-
cinity have paid much money for their lands tc the proprietors
of whom you are the prineipal agent, you will, acting under
your agency, &assist theilr institution by making a donation

to it of s0 muek wild or unimproved land lying in this town

as you can consistently with your official duties. The people
humbly think they have some ¢laims, and also that you are the
nost suitable perscn on waom to urge them.

({4

I believe it is common for landholderas to assist such
institutions of learning., 1 was prinecipal the last year of
an academy in rennsylvania to which the agent aeting for the
landholders gave 150 aeres of land, some part of which was ine
proved and all in the immediate wvicinidty of the county sesat,
7e trust you will be able (even if there iz a rossibility that
you have not the authority at present) to extend to us a similar

liberality.

* Our county hac haéd the reputatior of being very poor, but
its resources begin to be eonsiderably developed, &nd the land
which you may present tc us may aid us much in ocur embaracsments.
You will gratify us much by writing soon and informing us what
you can do. I saw a few days since the agents at Bath, and they

directed me to refer the subjeet to you, saying if any statements



were made cut in writing, they would forward {them on %o you,.
We trancmit this communieation directly to you for your favor-
able consideration and action. |

| Your obedient servant,

L., G. ¥axson, Deputy Superintendent

of Comumon 3Schools for the County of illegany. Done by order and
in behalf of the trustees and building connititse of 11lfred icadeny
aad Teacher‘a)seminary." I wonder what the relation of the Uni-

versity lands,so~called ,was %o this applieation wmade in 1842.

In ny father's very aetive and adventuroua life it was always
a delight to return $o his native Alfred, and his pride in the
University was great, when his fatal ilines had begun to threaten
his life, he revived his youthful enthusiasm for education by
attending and reporting for the press the 4Alfred U"niversity .nni-
versaries of 1872, .hen he was dead the ilfred press correspondent

paid a tribute %o the deep interest in the school which he had

y

L%
always shown. . °
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Lar., 23, 1904, shortly before the brother’*s death.
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Allegany County and its People, p. 026,

My Tather, L. G. Haxson, under date of iug. 25, 1842, writes
that he is the owner of a farm of 120 acros,

Maxson, ¥, R., Recolleetions,

Allegany Couns$y and its Feople, p. 641.

Maxson, M., R., Recolleetions.

The Wili signed by Susanna Maxson is dated Nov. 22, 18057,
Maxson, M., Re., Recolleetions,

Maxson, M. Re., Recollections.

NOTE ON THE MAXSON FARILY,.

The children of Luke Maxson(Sept. 11, 178% - July 5, 1867)
and Susanne Green(Mar.26,1798 - Dec. 7, 1€57), married in 1811,
were the following:

1., Susan, born May 15, 1812, marrled _pencer Sweet, died
3ept. 19, 1884, Children: Luey S. Barber(krs., /illism Darber),
Laura S, Hounds(iirs. David ¥, Rounds}), and Lydia C. Kenyon
(Mrs. Jarvis S. Kenyon).

2., Almira, borm Aug. 17, 1813, married Truman Place, O8t.
31, 1833, died Feb, 5, 1897. Children: William C., Milo S.,
James H., and $wo daughters, irs., Sarah C. Ryno, and lrs, Ophelia
Moland.

3. Eusebia, born Jan., 25, 13815, married Perry Sweet Nov, 2,
1833, died Aug. 10, 1870. Ohildren: 2 daughters.
4, r., Luke Green liaxson, boran lov, 11, 1817, married

Cordelies Ann Xartshoran QOct. 25, 1841, died ipr, 6, 1l873. Ckildren



i

Dr. ¥ilton Ransom Maxson, and Charles Haritshorn Maxson.

5. Dea. lathan ilaxson, born 0et. 23, 1819, married
Isabella Jella, died Feb, 17, 1855, OChildren: irs. Fhoebe
J» Carr, Mrz. Mary G. Burdiek, Nathan 5. iazson, and one other,

6, Arminda, borm 1BZ1l, marrled (1} Rev. Janmes Holdane Cochran,
{2) John Z1llis, diéd 1889, Children: iirs. Lifie Cochran Aindrews,
Lr, George o, Cochran, and ¥illlam 2, Ellis,

7. Lydia inn, bora Hov. 24, 1823, narrled Georgse Poctter
laxsca Qet. 25, 1852, died lfar. 21, 1898, Childrsen: John,
Caroline Zlizabeth, and Frederiek.

8. George Russel ilaxson, bora June 12, 1832, uarried Lydic
Babeoek, died Jet, 12, 1893, Chilidren: leorge{drowned;, Tifle
{Mrs, L. F, Baker), Hattie Maxson, and Nellie !'axson.

The segond wife of Luke ilaxson, Mary Louisa lortom, in 1001
bore the name of Marf Loulse Maxzson Divol.
53. Obliuaries of both and thelr tomb stones.
54, Allegany County and its reople, p. 125.}
55 illegany County and it¥s People, p. 632,
56, Allegany Counby and i%s reople, p. €37,
57+ NOTE ON THD HARTSHCRN PFALILY,
The cilldren of Jacob Hartshorn{Odct. 27, 1777-Jan.30,1850)
and Jerusha Ransom{July 15,1779 - Fan.9, 1855}, married Aug.
22, 1803, were the following:
l, Philancer L, Hartishorm, born iug. 6, 18504, married Anne

formell, died Oc%., 31, 1l866. Child:; “ary ‘aldelia, after whon



was named the town of Madelia, Minn.

2., Ransom Hartshern, borrn June 15, 1806, died YWov. 28, 1811,

3. Mary Kadelia Hartshorn, dborn May 20, 1808, married David
Yaydole M=oy S5, 1830, died Sept. 6, 1843, Chlldren: Mrs. }Madelias
Guerrsey, !rs., inn Vernette Mortin, and Mrs, Cornelia erpritt.

4, Jape F, Hartshorn, borm Jan. 8, 1811, married Orson Sheldon
in Jan, 1831, died in FYornell, ¥, ¥, Ckhildrens John
Kansom Sheldor 2nd Fredsrick M, Sheldon.

5. Dr, Johu FRansom Hartshorm, born ‘ug., 24, 1813, married (1)
Sophia White, (2)‘ﬂrsﬁ Lura Van Buskirk, died Jure 12, 1871, Child:
MPs. Sophie 7. Brown.

6, Charles Hartshorn, born Dee. 6, 1815, narried fordelia Hart
in 1845, died iug. 20, 1887, OChild: Charles Hart Hartshora.

7. llinerva E. Hartshorn, born June 4, 1818, married Bigelow
Pasker in Feb,, 1841, died April 14, 1851, OChildren: lirs, llinerva
Irown nnd another daughter.

8, Cordelia inn Tartshorn, born June 5, 1820, marrisd Luke
Grecn llaxson Oc¢t., 25, 1841, Adied Mov. 23, 1886, Children: DIir,
Zilton Ransonm !laxson, and Chzrles Hartshorn laxson,

S« Ira Daveounport Tartshorn, born det, 30, 1822, married
Elizabeth Colwell in 1852, died ov. 19, 1394, Children: Lillian
{Mrs. 1., T. Persons}, Frederick C., and Marshall.

53. Allegany County and its “eople, p. 222.
§9. illegany County and its People, p. 641,

860. Ohituary, pudblished in Fornellsville, ¥, ¥,

61, ¥iss Ceroline Z. I'axson has o0ld papers whiceh say that in the



select school there wore 15 geatlemen and zzlladiawy and that
eaeh pald three dollare,

82, Life of Jonathzz allen bty his .iife, 2. ZC.

63, Allegeay Ccunty and 1ts reopls, p. B3,

64, Life of Jomathan sllen by his wifs, p. 63,

65. The ilfred TUaniversliiy, Vol. IIL; Lo.d, ppe. 89, 30,
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68, The 1ilfred University, Vol. ITIT, Fo.4é, 1&331851.

87. axson, ile Ley Hocodlegticns.

68. IIGTE Ol MENBIES O0F #AXSON AUD HARYTSHCRY F ilILIT: 770 WELLZ STULEUTS
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47 ALFHRED.

The following children of Luke dszson conplobod $he fouwr ysar
course: Luake CGreon iflaxson, Lrulisdr -~ axson, and Lydisz . ﬁ&xsoﬁ.
Other chil&ren-égg&meé-tn have been studepts ip the sezdemy: Hathan
Haxson and Georse R, Maxson. The fellowing greondehildrern were students
there:; .filtoun k. Zaxson znd Effie Cochrar, whe boarded with my mother.
Mo doubt other desecendants, residing at Alfred, have been students in
the University. he Zollowing children of Jacob laritshora were students
at Alfred: inerva Iartshorn, oa®s year, and Jordselia i, Harishorn, two
yea¥s, The following grcadehilldren were students there: ‘iadelia Naydole
and inerva racker{both nsices of ay mother, boardiaz with her).0ilers
were Johu Ransgoa Sheldon aand Froderict ., Sheldon, as wiidnessed by
letters and bviographles. Probably Sophie Lavriéshoru studied There.

iy brother hus becn montionsd above. The following great sraandehildren

were students ithere: Jilliam C, Sheldon cnd ary sSheldon(irs. r. StevensoOn)

This paper i:c submitted by Charles Harvshorn axson, rrofessor

of Political Sciemncwe, Jaiveraidy of Peumnsylvania, 1uv8 Souti 47%h Street,



