Arrrep feprre, N Y., ‘MARCH, 1876.

1 epartnent.

MAN, SUFFRAGE. -

{Represented at the J abilee Session of the Alfriedian Lyceuﬁ.)

Debate in Corgress in thé year 2,000, on the following
concurrent resolution: * Resolved, If the House concur, that,
to ensure the best interests of humanity, the constitution be so
amended as to extend the right of suffrage to man.”

Senator from Alaska (Madame A, E. Evans): Madame
President,—This is a subject, which we ought to approach
with extreme caution, and give a careful study from every
standpoint. It involves the welfare of those nearest usin
all the relations of life. Hence it behooves us'to make every
effort to legislate in such a manuner as will aid in the advance-
ment and highest development of the masculine race. I care
not to dlscuss the question of equality, as we might waste
time in useless argument, leaving the object of the 1esolu-
tion unreached which should be, placing man in his proper
sphere. If the right of suffrage has been instrumental i innp-
building the féminine race, and there is not a woman in the
land who will deny it, it can not fail to be seen that it would
be a mighty power working for man’s advancement. I grant
that he was somewhat tyrannical when in power, but that was
the legacy of the dark ages, handed down from one genera-
tion to another, and it is not surprising that, looking through
the prejudices of those early times, he should see the true
‘elements of liberty as © through a glass darkly.” I think he
would profit by the discipline through which he has passed
in the last seventy-five years, so that there' would be no dan-
ger'to us or society in giving the ballot to him. On the con-
trary, ‘having learned how much better it is for society
that woman. should not be burdened with manual
labor, but. have all her time for the care and culture
of her children, he would as carefully guard our liberties as
we ourselves.  When we_consider the noble hosts of men
who wronght in the world’s service before man’s deterioration,
resulting from devoting bis life to selfish aims, we see that
they bave performed deeds that have rendered their names
famous in the world’s history. And in the many struggles
between right and wrong, which have been enacted on the
earth, men have taken an active part and often have offered
up their lives that right might prevail. History is full of
records proving that man, whén moved by noble impulses, is
s being worthy of our highest admiration, and is, equally

with u us, capable of ﬁlhng the most trustworthy offices of t;he
land. Because he has tailed once, should he be forever shut

| out from these privileges? Allow him to work with us, and

by virtue of our superior judgment, he may regain the place
which he has lost. My honorable legis!ators, let us not dis-
card-this source of strength, but exercise that grand cbanty
which works good to all mankind.

Senator from Virginia (Madame (! E. Stillman): Mad-
amé President,—Iu taking the negative of this'question, I
shall do so with profound respect for the other sex. No la-

- dy on the affirmative would be ' more loth than L to deny

equality of rights. Need I remind you that equallty does
Jot imply similarity ? Madam Herschelina, in her well-

known “Rule to square the Circle,” demonstrates that a-
cube may equal a globe, yet how dissimilar ! The. question

‘is of man’s fitness to hold certain positions now occupied

exclurively by woman. At the present time, be is certainly not
qualified. Consider the evil effect of those long ages, when
he believed himself so superior to woman that she must not
question what he did, or why he_did it! By viewing him-
self as the center of gravity, he Curned his eyes on one point
so long, it is still difficult for him to look at questions of ab-

stract right.. While hé held the reins of government, so far
did he consult private ends that the national motto might
well have been, “ Willit pay?” Man’s first duty is to his
family. -That he can fulfill this duty, and still keep tolerably
well posted in politics, and deposit a vote twice a year, no
one has attempted to deny. But voting brmgs with it a
‘multitude of other cares; it involves so many duties at a
distance-from home that his family must depend on some
other hand to prepare their daily food, or perish with star-
vation. Now, woman’s chief charm is in this dependence, °

‘upon her father in childhood, her husband in later years.

As mother earth, in bringing forth those plants that sustain
human life, and those forms of grace and beauty that inspire
heart and brain, depends utterly upon the sky that enfolds
her, fed by no care of her own on heaven-given rain and sun-
shine, so does the faithful wife rely wholly on the protectmn
and nurture of her beloved husband. This, as early in our
history as 1871, was foreseen by a sage (Wm. M. Conant)
who wrote for a then popular monthly, propounding the
maxim, {would that it were engraven in fire upon every Ly-
coum banner 1) “ Woman’s first duty is to secure to herself
a husband,” adding, “I have established the dignity of ma-
rital over independent support for woman.” All honor to
those men who taught us our need to rely on the protection
of their right arm ! Shall we allow that support to be with-

drawn ? Never! Nay, man was created to love, cherish



62 S ' THE ALFRED

STUDIENT.

and protect not to desert ‘his wife, Ieavmg her often 111 often
with the overcrowding cares of the nursery, to wateh alone
over the sleepless couch of suffering childhood, then wearily
prepare her morning repast, too overworn to digest a mouth-
ful of food; following this routine day after day, while he
who shounld have been her stay, in the words of a masculine

pdec,
“ Drinks mint Juhps, : S
And swings upon the gate. ”

Man need not feel degraded by labor. Yetif he does, would
he selfishly lay that degredation on woman? What ?
pel the being whom he has honored with his heart {o be his

personal slave? All women who have noble, mtelllgent

husbands will deny this, There is something beautifulin the
thought that those raised to the dignity of motherhood are
set apart, consecrated to their mission—woman’s true mis-
smn to tend, to guard, to cultivate their offspring, and last-
ly, to surround them with laws that shall conduce to their
perpetual peace and morality, Even man can not demand
greater honor than he now has, in being the respected pro-
vider for such a virtuous household.

Senator from New York (Madame J. L Gxeen) To me it
seems that nothing could be more opposed to the well-being
of hanmanity than the fulfillment of the ideas approved in this
resolution. I have not only read of thetrials and hardships of
the women of that age,butl have heard from my great-grand-

other’s lips facts congerning her young married life, which
make my blood boil with indignation. It was during the six-
‘ties or seventies of the nineteenth century that she took
upon her shoulders the matrimonial yoke; and ladies, if you
will ‘believe it, that womaun brovght in her wood by armsful,
prepared the food for herself and family,. and- aeluallv
washed clothes with her own hands, rubbing them overa
ndgy board. Is there no danger of such times and customs
again becoming prevalent, when woman’s feeble strength

shall be subjected to rough and manly toil, while man shall.

lounge about, xeadmg the news, and chewing tobacco and
smoking—-cigars—- I believed they called them—-tobacco leaves
rolled up—as was the custom of those times? Man’s judg:
-ment is inferior, and his principles weaker than ours; and
from the fact that he talks much more and thinks much leas,
he is given to much disputing. Now the States are governed
in a quiet, peaceable manner, whereas, if man were allowed
a position equal to ours, their chattering tongues would make
a perfect Babel of our quiet counmy Besides, their grasp-
ing, miserly natures would require money for every service.
Give them equality, and they will abuse the gift by domi-
neering over us, and trampling us under foot. My great-
grandmother, of whom I spoke, attended schoolin her youth

at a celebrated college known as Alfred University, and she
“remembered at one time a terrible excitement, because“the

gentlemen of ‘the college rofused to allow a lady to deliver a
lecturein the building, giving as a reason, that it was out of
woman’s sphere, and a disgrace toher. Bat to- day the most
profound, and at the same {ime the most brllhant, speakers
arc ladies. -
Senator from Massachusetts (Madame E, L. Santee): T go in

Com- |

for men’s rites, for what’s .sass for the goos is sags for the
gander. Man’s spear is whare he can do the most good.:
The tawk about wimmin havin® to wash dishes if the men
vote is all shear nonsens, for I believe, Miss President, that

'men and wimmin votin’ together will no more alter their
nateral dispersitione than standin’ up together in church’and
singin’ one of Wattses hyms together wood. If God ment

that wen shood be mnothin’ but wimmin’s shadders, he wood
have made gosts an’ fantoms of ’em at once, but havin’ made
’em of flesh and. blood, I believe he ment ’em to be nsed to
the best advantage, I do.

Senator from Patagonia (Madame M, E. Sherman) Ma‘fl

ame President,—I most decidedly believe in the truth of this

resolution, The spirit of free government demands that all
who are subject to law must be vepresented in making that
law, idiots and criminals excepted. The subjugation of one
part of those entitled to representation is as mischievons to
the dominant party as the subjugated; for what the one loses
in mdependence and nobility of character is turned in the
other to arrogance and selfishness. This tends to develop
the baser qualities in both, for arrogance begets bigotry -in
the one, and incites hatred in the other. Thus,’ strife be-
tween the two is engendered, and the energies which shou 1d
be used in lifting each other up is spent in proﬁtless ‘bick-
erings. Now let man tdake his place by our side, and work
hand in band with us for the making and carrying out-snch
laws as are best stited to our mutual needs, the lack on either
side being supplemented by the other,-and we shall see such
an advancement and elevation in all departments of life as
the world has never yet known. There has been truly a
rapid improvement for several years past, and some pretend
to believe that it is due to the supremacy of woman, but the

“trath is, the upheaval of society which resulted in plamng

woman ih the lead also gave greater freedom, for while we
make the laws unhindered by his interference, we still own
allegiance to him in the family as the divinely appointed
head. It seems to me, Madame President, that looking at
this resolution from the true moral standpoint, all must admit
that it embodies an important truth, and one which, in its
results, must prove most beneficial to mankind. :
Senator from Massachusetts (Madame E. L. Santee): Id:
iots ! lunatics and men ! Be they goin’ to speak thundersthe
law. Can I believe my noble right ear? Can I, bein’ blind-
folded, trust my seventeen senses ? Is the law so hardheart-
ed that it will pot let men lift their fingers in the makin® of
it, and yet sends ’em to state’s prison when they don’t jest
tow the mark ? But hark !’ I hear it speak agen. “I'l]
have you understand,” sez the law, *that ’taint no man’s
bizness whether the laws are just or upjust; all you’ve got
to do is jest to obey ’em, so start off for prison bairheled,
my male young man. Not another word out of your hed, or
T'll fine you for contempt.” As he meanders towards the
prison walls, he sithes: ¢ Wood T were a idiot. Is it not
posgible that I may become even now a lung, then I shood
be respected by the law.” :
To be continued.
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THE IMMIGRANT’S FIRST SEEDING,

Here is the place! Here first resounded
~ The mighty forest with our toil.

Here have our liands, by hardy effort,
Broken and tilled the virgin soil.

Here & new home shall shed its blessings ;
Here, exiled from dear fatherland,

We'll plant, conflding still in Heaven,
The first seed on & foreign strand.

Reach us the grain] We gladly hail thee,
Growth of our precious natal land,

Our sole inheritance remaining,
Pledge of the future from its hand, -

Asif a child, we sadly bury, )
Strows thee reluctantly, our arm,

While thoughts of home each heart are stirring
With deep emotlon,pure and warm,

When called to life, thov. hadst been bur stmg
The silent tomb, where thou hadst laid,

In slender blades, by zephyrs fondled,
Then thou stoodst on fair Saxon plain;

And mildly shown her sun upon thee,
And gently moistened thes her dew;

The sky-lark’s gladsome chant was cheering

"Thee every morning, sweet and new,

And when thy stalks were waving higher,
Their swelling germs now well defined,

We watched thy growth in boding sadness,
While pangs of parting smote the mind ;

And when thy heavy ears were nodding,
Arrayed all in purest gold,

- Ohl! then, how many téars of sorrow = ~

Downward upon thy riches rolled !

Yor lo| our thoughts already wandered
To distant climes, far o’er the sea, -
In fancy we were borne already
. Across its waste on floating keel—
What will the harvest then avail us,
" - What orchard’s wealth, or vintage-flow,
If never may o'er our own hillsides
The noble seed of freedom grow |

. When neighbor bands ic sheaves were braiding,

With merry songs, their bounteous crop,

An anguish far to) deep for utterance
Did wildly in our bosoms throb.

We could not join the reapers’ dances,
Though called by fiddle shrill, and horn,

But in the fading twilight’s  glimmering,
Were binding silently sur corn,

Grim parting eame, yet not one handful -
Of our dear native soil we took
For a memorial —but our seed corn;
On that we with affection look.
And as an ensign plants his Banner,
Trinmphant on the hostile wall,
' Bo let'us plant beyond the ocean,
Firmly resolved, our corn, our alll )

Thou corn, here sowed at happy season,
Thou favored grain of our dear home,

Mayst grow and prosper, bloom and ripen,
Though over thee a ruder domse -

Ts arching, though no lark will greet tlhee', '

Like those thou heardst in German sk ¥,
No flowery wreath thy sheaves be crowning,
When harvest joys are passing by.

And yet, if God will, we shall see thee
In thrifty stalks, so proud and strong ;
And free men shall thy substance nourish,
Of“wretched slaves no cringing throng.
‘I'hus, while with tears our seed we moisten,
On foreign soil, far, far from home,
\Iay Liberty, by heaven’s watcheare
Protected, there spring up and bloom. I F, K.
’ No*n}s.-— Coru in German means ye, ‘az\ld is to be understood thus,

ey
-

HUMAN PROGRESS.

Tt is a leadmg mission of humanity to reduce tvuth from
the abstract to the concrete and practical. . Mind ever seeks,
hence new discoveries; is organifio, hence new inventious, or
truth organized to new modes and ends. Where there is no ca-
pability for this acquisition, there must be immobility. The
brute race present examples where both prerequisites are
wanting, consequently there can never be advancement. The
Edenic birds sang with as much artistic skill to liatemng
Adam and Eve as the birds of to-day. Instinet, leaping to
its highest at one bound, in the individual and - the race,
makes the brute mtellect statlonaxy Agam, there may be
capability -without the desire of progress. Saviage barba-
rians have come up to and appropriated certain truths; and
there stopped. They have remained stationary, it may be
for ages, no progress, nor can be, till a desire for new and
higher truths be awakened. Parties and seets, with their
platforms and cveeds, have a cértain number of truths which
they have accépted, mingled, more or less, with error.
With these they ate satisfied, consequently their systems are
stereotyped; they too are fossilized. Progress is at an end.
Many are progressive in the earlier years of life; but as ma-
turer years draw on, their growth ceases, becoming thus fine
illustrations of what are known in science as arrested de-
velopment—very progressive while young, dwarfed, fos-
silized, when old—or with a vegetative decay. The world
having no more use for them, watches in 1espectful silence
over its dead. : -~

Every system of human omgm must be based on such
principles as to admit of the discovery, engrafting, and
growth of new truths, or it will soon come.to mraturity and
harden down into immobility, or lapse inte decay. However
perfect any system of human origin may seem at first, man
soon arrives at its culminating point, and there remains sta-
tionary or leaves it for the better. The religious systems of
those grand old natious, Chaldee, Egypt, Assyria, Hindu,

| Persia, Greece, had many elements of truth; but they lacked,
‘among other things, the truth acquiring, therefore the grow-

ing element. After embodying a certain amount of truth,
they became encrusted with error, and their vitality de-
stroyed by the leprosy of falsehood. Those old nations ad-

| vanced through the stages of development granted by their-

systems, and -thenceforward they presented stereotyped
editions, pefrified forms of humanity, or worse, through the
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destructive inﬁuence of evil, went down to decay and death.
Just here is “orie of the chlef tests of the Cliristian religion,
Its author comes forward professedly as the light of the

world; his disciples are declared to be as cities on a hill.
Init like the other systems.that have been inaugurated for
professedly the same object? Is.it soon .to accomplish its
mission, raise man to ‘the highest of which it is capable,
then die because its light has become dim through age, and
himanity found a better light in the higher stages of civil-
ization ? The answer depends upen the quahty and quan-
t,u}y of its light.  The Christian religion lias been answer-
ing this question: for iearly nineteen hundred years.. Com-

mencing with the individual springing and growing from’

the heart outwards, whereby every individual receiving it
becomes a center of radiation and of growth. It affects its
possessor; not as a petlifying‘ or destroying force, but gives
light, life, growth, progvess It shines gently into the
feeblest_intellect, and is found sufficient to task the powers
of splrlts of mightiest grasp. " It meets man at every point
of progress, and - leads. him up to higher planes, and
opens to him ever higher truths and diviner prospects.
Modern _civilization is an outgrowth of Chrlstlamty It
touches every field of thought, of learning, of science, of
philosophy. It lays every department of knowledge under
contribution for its elucidation and advancement Its truth
‘makes its possessor free with a freedom so high and strong

that it can not be fettered by the shackles of sects or of,

creeds, though sanctioned by names great and venerable.

-

HUDSON’S TEXT—BOOK OF PROSE.

.

“TEXT- BOOK or PROSE; from Burke, ‘Woebster and Bacon, with notes
. and sketches of the suthors’ lives, by Rev. Henry N. Hudson, Bos-

ton, Ginn Bros., 1876.

We bave several times called attention to the 1mp01tance
of English llt.erabure as a college study; and in furtherance
of that alm, we are g]aa to notice this book. It is prepared
on the principle, as the editor states, “ of teaching English
" literature by authors, and not by mere literary chips and
splinters.” By the method usually pursued, the student of
English- literature is called upon to learn a long list of writ-
ers, time of their births and deaths, dates of writing and pub-
lishing their various productions, aud an outline criticism of
the works of several hundred writers, or the briefest extracts
from their writings, or both. Hestudies very liftle, if at all,
the works themselves, and knows, of course, nothing definite
about their literary workmanship; and he is fortnnate, if he
finishes his conrse with any acquaintance with, and love for
the English classics, or with any idea of art in literature.
His style may not have been improved, mor his taste refined
by familiarity with the masterpieces of his own literature. By -
.another method of study, the student may be taken into the
field of English literatuve itself, may examine and study the
works of the authors instead of their biographies, and may im-
bue his mind with the spirit and power of some of the best
English prodactmns, If he should not. learn (and forget)

the names of all the English writers, great and small, he is,
at least, likely to have a living knowledge of -some of them,
and, above all, to acquire a culture which will lea.d him to a
wider study of literature, Mr. Hudson, sdopting this layter
plan, presents, in a compact form, matter for the use of stu-
dents. The volume, intended to accompany. a text- book ‘of
poetry, contains specimens from Burke, Webster, and Bacon,
with biographies and historical and critieal notes,
Burke, we have thirty-three selections, ocecupying 316 pages;
from Webster, thirty-five, occupying £17 pages; and from
Bacon thirty essays, and a few brief selections from the Ad:
vancement of Learning, occupying, in dll, seventy-six pages,
giving a volume of 636 pages. While there might be a
great difference of opinion concerning the best selections to
place before students, as models, these certainly are good,
and likely to be aceeptable to the American youth, frem
their political béarings and style. The method of study to
which the book.is adapted is the true method, in ouropinion,

‘and the bock well accomplishes its end; but we trist the

preparamon of selections from Enghsh classics will not stop
with this book and its companion volume. The student can

hardly be said to know English literatare when he knows

Burke, Webqter and Bacon, and a few poets of the second
class. :

OORRESPONDENOE

Vacation Bambles.

Taking the cars at Hornellsville, we halted and examined
Portage Falls and the new iron bridge, that vast structure
just completed, then passed on to Buffalo and the Falls of
Niagara, made the usual tour of the islands, passed over onto
the Canada side, under the Falls, then proceeded to Chica-
g0, passing through a region varied in scenery and richness.
In Chicago, though visiting places located mostly in the

¢ burnt district,” but very few effects of the fire were to be

seen, new buildings having been erected, most of which are
much finer than the old ones, occupying the same ground.
Prominent among the newly erected buildings i is the Palmer
House, claimed to be, at the time of its erecm@n, the largest,
and best-furnished hotel in the world. This hotel contains
seven hundred rooms, is thoroughly fireproof, and was built
at a cost of $2,400,000, and the site on which it stands is
valued at $1,000,000 more. Another prominent feature of

'Chicago is the tunnel by which the city is supplied with

water. It extends from a “shore shaft” under Lake Michi-
gan, two miles, in a straight line, and at the end of which is
a “lake shaft.” Four powerful engines are used, one of
which is 1,400 horse power, the bore of the cyl’inder being
70 inches in diameter. By means of these engines, the wa-
ter is pumped up into the “stand pipe,” from whlch it is dis-
tributed by its own weight to every part of the clty In the
surronnding region, we found some very fine farms; but like
most places it has its inconvenience. Here, it isluck of water,

‘there being no springs, and the wells from 60 to 110 feet

From -

-

deep. Most of the farmers use windmills for pumping water, .
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I proceeded thence to St. Louis. Qne of its promihent
features is the new bridge across the Mississippi. It is near-
1y a mile in length, and is high enough for the lirgest steam-
ers to pass under. ~Besides the railroad which passes over
the bridge, there are two street railways, two.carriage ways,
and two walks for footmen. From St. Louis, I started for
Washington by the way of Cincinnati- and Parkersburgh.
The portion of West Virginia throngh which we passed was

“romantic in the extreme, being in some places heavily
timbered, and as a general thing very mountainous,
causing the road to crock in every direction. Some idea of
the unevenness of the country can be obtained from the
fact that we passed through twenty tunnels in running from
Parkersburg to Grafton, a distance of about one hundred
miles. The next morning, soon after daylight, we passed
-through Harper’s Ferry, and about 7 o’clock, reached Wash-
ington, The first place we visited was the United States
Post-office department, and next, the Patent-office, where
models of all the patents ever issied are arrangéd inlarge
glass cases, which "occupy a large portion of the building
- One of the great curiorities here on exhibition, is the origi-
nal printing press of Benjamin Franklin. This wonderful

machine very much resembles the copying: presses. used by

business men in copying letiers, although it/ is somewhat |
where I spent the day in Fairmount Park, looking through

larger. * The next place at which we stopped was the * Army
Medical Museum,” formerly Ford’s Theater, and the scene of
the assassination of President Livcolo. After examining the
1urge number of interesting specimens of this department,
we proceeded to the Treasury building, to see where the
United States money was kept.~ After watching the clerks
awhile, and éilently wondering if I could carry all the money
they counted in one day, (had I the chance,) we walked
dowu and out. The White House was made the object of

our next visit, and altbough the President was not at home,,

-we had the consolation of seeing the place where he shouwld
have been. * The President’s flower garden attracted our at-

tention as we came out, and wishing to see what his taste
wag in that respect, we walked out that. way, After looking
around among the flowers, and throug}r the park, to' my en-
tire satlsfacuon, we moved on in the dlrecmon of the Agri-
cultural Department, where we found on exhibition a very
~ fine collection of specimens (in wax) of all the different kinds
of fruits and vegetabies, of the largest size, grown in the
‘United States. - Just outside of the building is a very large
greenhouse, containing all kinds of tropical plants, flowers,
fruits, etc. 'The next place which we visited was the Smith-

“sonian Institute. Here we found all kinds of specimens be-
longing to the animal and mineral kingdom, also life-size

specimens of the different races of mankind, I give a few
facts in regard to the Capitol, which we next visited. The
dome (which is constructed of cast iron) weighs over 2,000,000
pounds. The entire length of the building is 751 feet 4
inches, and the greatest depth 324 feet. The area covered
by the entire building is 153,112 square feet The dome is
capped by the bronze statue of Freedom, which weighs 14,-
985 pounds; the height of tho domeis 287 {el. 3 inches,

_which leads to the river, is the family vanlt.
front of the door, on the inside, resting on low marble

'"The ideal vanishes and the real beeomes more real,
‘tling shutters and the storm, are forgotten, the colors on

and the cost of the entire Bulldmg is about $12,500,000.
After traveling through the Capltol uniil T was thoroughly

“tired; I took passage on an'excursion steamer for Mount

Vernon. . Arriving at the landing, we proceeded up a wind-
ing path to the house, which stands on quite a high eleva-
tion on the west side of the Potomac River. The house is
in a very good state of preservation, so also, .are the barn
and the houses formerly occupied by the negroes. Although
the buildings (wi/t.h the exception of the barn, which is
brick) ‘ are constructed of wood, yet no change has- been
made, with the exception of new roofing. The house is two
stories and a half hlgh about 100 feet long, and on the side

fronting the river isa stoop extending the entire length of

the building, and the roof of which projectsfrom above the
second story windows. In the rear of the house aré the

flower garden and greenhouse, which are kept in good con-

About ten. or fifteen rods below, near the path
Directly in

dition.

slabs, are two plain marble coffins in which are deposited the
remains of George and Martha Washmgton. After a stay
of two hours at Mount Vernon, I returned to Washmgton, :
and in the evemng went to Baltimore.

The next morning, I took an early train for Philadelphia, -

the Centennial buildings. So many descriptions have been
given of these buildings thmugh the columns of the papers -

that T will refrain from giving any. I returned home, well

satisfied thh the way in which I had spent my Summer va-
cation, -+ G, E, Corroxn.

A Recdllection.\ :
Drar Srupent: While riging Boreas rattles the windows

“and piles the drifting snow, and the chimneys ring with the

sudden shrieks of his ungoverned fury, it is pleasant to draw
the chair near the cheery fire and sit and watch the fickle

‘flames as they come and go in all their brilliant changes.

Nor is it the least of the pleasures of the fireside, during

‘mid-winter, while thus meditating, to turn from page to
‘page in life’s history, and refresh the mind with once fa-

miliar scenes and fnendly faces; and to recall the merry
times of the days that now are paased Fortunately, memory

‘delights to reeall, and live over again and again, the pleasant
‘scenes' while fancy and reality vie with each other in paint-

ing in detail—what really was, or what might have been.
The rat- -

the hearth are net seen only as thiey light up the new picture,
that now, in our mind, has becone so deeply outlined. The

“events of the year just passed lie before ns. We see its
‘storms and itssunshine,the sleeping earth and buddingspring,
“the summet, and the frmted autunin, Forgive us the impulse
“to mark with a. penml the scene that just passed in review.

It was in the mild beptember the days and months preceding
had passed amid ‘the routine of business. Anticipation had
often carried us forward to this month, and to—Alfred.

:me onr homes in 3 little Smte, and once considered una

“
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‘worthy to belong to the union of States, our company, light

hearted and care-freed, took a journey to the Centre. It was -
with some the first vigit; others more fortunate had passed .

-many days in the University. The hearty welcome of
friends, among the village folk, and their hospitality, is
forefront in this picture, nor does time efface the memory of
its genuineness. The hills seemed majestic, the valleys at-
tractive, and the first tints of the autumn foliage greeted the
eye in every changing scene. We remember the University
grounds and buildings as * beautiful for situation.” We
_visited the cabinets, aud caught glimpses of the numberless
specimens there treasuied, and we could but hope for the
speedy erection of Memorial Hall, that shall display in all
their worth, the collections now hiding their light under the
impecunious bushel. Nor did the attractions of Pine Hill
escape our attention. Its beauties we saw at its base, its
grandenr upon its summit. It was a long climb, a hard
climb, and a climb as best one conld; but the sights from its
brow, seen through the departing rays of the slowly set-
ting sun, repaid every effort; As we saw hill after hill rise
one above the other, and in the distance only dim the- hori-
zon witly their misty outlines, we promised ever to speak the
praises of that historic spot. By our side stood the huge
piues, before us lay the valleys, with their streams, just be-
yond were the two lesser hills, their protecting arms
guarding the white-painted village, which lay as clean as a
_pio at their very feet. Pleasant indeed is ‘the memory of
the days of one short week passed in Alfred Centre. Our
w1sh was, and is, prosperity for Alfred. May success attend
every effort of its University, and may the multitudes, as

they come and go, speak the worth of her school and the

worthiness of her citizens, even as we delight to do.
JERSEY.,

Anclent Epigrams,

Lnuon Sruprsr : Wandering onee through a New Eo-
gland cemetery, we were struck with the quaintness of the
insoriptions, and copied -a few which may bé of interest to
your readers. We give them werbatim, et literatim, et punc-
treatine: o -
’ - In memory of Mr Jona-

than Wright who died
April the 10 A. D, 1760 in
the 80 yeur of his Age. ]
in different ways and manners are we
' taken away
prepar’d or not prepar'd we must
obey
the fudden ¢Alls of death we turn
to dust
to earth Agum who waf our mother
first.
Here lie the ehildre
of Mr John & M=
Prudence Newbre
Anne Born Febw
¥e 15% 1758 Died June |
: ye 222 1762 Prudence
- - Born June y* 20% 1759 -
-.Died June y¢ 28% 1762

IN Me Mory of Samuel
Dewey who Died March
the 17 1801, In the 80% year

~of his age,

IN MEMorY of ‘
‘MP pollY Cook daug- -~
hter of RoBert & deBo-

Rah eook hu did

Aug’t The 71795 In
EE The 7 year of her
V ’ Age
In memory of Mifs Elisabeth
8mith confort of Mr Deriek

Smith who departed this Life
December the 28% A Dom 1771
& in the 26" year of her Age

_— IN Me Mory of Lucy
' HarriSon Daughter
oF (apt ALmod &
" M jerusha Harrifon
Was Drownded
March the 25 1709
In"the forth year of
her Age.
X, Y. %
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AIMS AND IDEAS,

Away in the future is the goal of ambition, the aim of
life; like a bright star pendant over a mountain brow, it

gleams and shimmers in the distance, the object toward
“which all action should tend. The only successful person is
“he who bends every thing in the direction of this object.
"Still, the person of one aim must never be confounded with
-the individual of one idea, who sees nothing, who knows
_nothing that does not lie in the same straight line with that
"idea; who cries, © Let me alone with my idols, unless you,

too, will worship them,” This individnal of one idea is ex.
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emplified in the liberalist who is 80 illiberal that he rants and

rails at every thing but liberalism; also in the sectarian who
revolves in Aés circle, and insists that it is the only one in the
entire universe,
idea as much as an angle differs from a straight line. The
‘person of one aim converges things, turns every little stream
in the one great channel of life, not by inflation, not by
spréading out thiner, but by condensing, squeezing out what
will be wine for him and leaving-the remainder.

Singleness of purpose is the key that unlocks the door of
success. A determined . will is the most effective, the most
invuinerable armor. It was only through indefatigable in-
dustry that Aristotle gained high rank in Plato’s school, un-
til Plato himself ealled him the * Mind of the school,” and
would say when he was absent, “Intellect is not here.”
Surety of success lies alone in having one aim in life, and
converting everything into helps in that direction., What
if fate topples me m(er a dozen times, can’t I get up a dozen
times if I try ?

Charlotte Cushman was as nnmoved by the straight laced
notions of her Puritan friends when she decided upon her ca-
ree as though she were a mountain ledge and their importun-
ing mist. '
success was certain, the lower notes of her register weve de-
stroyed by the scuthern climate. 'Was she frighted at the
pbantom of failure that stared at her? No; determined to
succeed, she forced her voice to-the requirements of a so--

“prano scale, only to ultimately destroy.her -upper notes.
‘Btill undaunted, she said: “I am born for the stage, I'will
succeed;” and she did succeed, becoming America’s dramatic
queen. Success is the rich fruitage of singleness of purpose,
armed so strongly in determination that the counter eurrents
of opposition and the side issues of life afféct it not.

SATELLITION.

This is the clustering of smaller names around a greater.

It is one of the characteristic tendencies of human nature,
Every great name is a kind of a central sun, around which
lesser lights revolve, not because the pure attractions of truth
draw, but size draws.
draws the mental miller out of the darkness to flutter and
ginge in their blaze. Some, it is true, are non-conformists
by nature. They are born protesters. Most, however, are
acquiescents, yielding readily, almost passively, almost un-
consciously to whatever public sentiment may sweep around
them, Man is ever prone to believe his own party, not so
“much from the conviction arising from sincere and earnest
investigation of his own, as from the fact that its founders
or leaders have declared the truth to be with them. Ounthe
same principle it seems quite a self-evident truth to most, that
whatever is not of his party or sect, most espeeially if it be
held as true by the opposite party, must of necessity be
false, : N
Again, all oiﬁces emoluments easy tasks, prmleges ‘of-
fered by one party or people over another, must be subtract-

ed by the truth secker before poising the balances on the

Bingleness of aim differs from singleness of,

Just as she had achieved her first triumph, when"

Their dazzle, like the lamp light,

sharp pivot of truth. Even when passing from the stronger

‘or more popular -ide to the unpopular or weaker, there is

danger. . There is a deal of apposite truth in the fabled re-

‘sponse of Sieily, which, when requesting the gods to be set off

from Ifaly, on being asked the reason, replied that she had
rather be a little head than a great foot. This desire for
neadship blinds the eyes of nota few.

AN ALLEGHANIAN SESSION.

On the evening of Feb. 12th, the Alfriedians; in accord-
ance with a previous invitation, visited the Alleghanians, .
The followmg is an outline of the exercises on nhat 00ca-,
sion:- - S

Roll call and response by sentiments,

Essay by L. W. DPotter, on School Teachmg After
speaking of the fact that teachers of the public schools often.
make that employment a stepping:stone to other professions,

.the essayist went on to show how the teacher may keep an-

eye on his future profession in a manner that will be proﬁm-
ble, both. to himself and his school.

Recitation by Mr. Barney. Fie selection was the poem
on Old John Burns at Gettysburg. :

Stery, S. H. Coon. He stated that his production was
not a story, but a true account of hisrecent trip to his former
home in the West. He gave a lively description of his
journey, dwelling chiefly on Chicago, the young but great
metropolis and grain market of the West; and on a terrible
accident which occurred to the train on which he sta,rted
from Chicago. :

Oration, O. D. Sherman. An intereszing sketch was given
of the former greatness and present condition of the coun-

“tries "bordering on the Mediterranean Sea.

Paper D. M. Estee. This contained. a number of locals
and spiey items of various kinds; also the following articles:
¢ Hand Shaking;” a poem, “ A Dream’ of our Natlonal Bi-
eentenmal ;7 ¢“Onr Next President.”

Poem, O. M. Rogers. #'The Bee.” Some of the useful
lessons that may be learned by observing this little mseot
were well brought out in poetical language.

Discussion of the following resolution: * Resolved, That
the use of the Bible in the public schools should be prohib-
ited.” Opened on the affirmative by J. Davison; on the
negative by T. A. Burdick, after which the assembly was re-
solved into Committeoc of the Whole, and a  somewhat

‘lengthy and epirited discussion followed. . The principal ars
‘guments presented were as follows:

Affirmative. The
proper places for religious instroction are the home, the

-chureh, and the Sabbath-school, but not the public schools.
‘The people of this nation consist not alone of evangelical
Chnstlans, who aceept the Pxote‘-‘tant Bible as their spiritual
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guide, - but -includes Roman ,Cz‘ztholics, Jews, Liberals,

Chinese, ete., all of whom have an equal interest in the bur-

dens and benefits of the public schools; it is therefore unjust
that the religion of any one class shall be introduced in these
schools. As the evangelical Christians would not want the
religion of these other classes introduced, it is but an appli-
cation of the Golden Rule not to bring in the evangelical
Bible and worsbip. It was the design of the fotinders of the
government, anid should be the aim of the . people to-day, to
keep church and state entirely separate; to secure this end,

; no institution, supported by the State, should be used for re-

ligious purposes. 'That the entire separation of church and

, -state is the only means. by which our schools and other pub-

~ lic institutions can be secured agmnst; the encroachments of

religions organizations, cither of Roman Cat holics or others.

- On the negative it was claimed, that the use of the Bible’

in schools has a beneficial influence. -‘To prohibit its use in
the schools would be an inflingeme'm; on the rights of those
who live in districts-where its use is desired. Such prohibi-
tion would be a union rather than a sepammon of church
and state. It is the.Roman Catholics who are attempting

~ to expel the Bible from the schools, and this is only one

step in their design to get the control of this country. As
we value our freedom, we should resist every step in their
encroachments. If we attempt to expel from the schools
everything that is objected to on religious grounds, we shall
liave to throw ont many of our‘text books; there will always
be-something objected to, so there will never be an end to

- the task, if it-is commenced. = At the close of the diseussion,

the vote stood thirteen for the resolution to twenty-seven
against, only one lady voting in the affirmative.

.

AN ATHENZAN SESSION.

On the evening of Feb, 26th, the Atheneans entertained

the Alleghanians with the following exercisés: Salute, Miss |

Witter. The ¢ Irrepressible Conflict,” carried on in this
country between freedom and slavery, was bronght out asan
illustration of the conflict that is ever going on between.
nghtz and wrong, truth and error.

Recitation, Miss Hall. This depicted the death scene of
a young man in a foreign land, surrounded only by savages
who could neither alleviate his sufferings nor understand his
dying words. The cause of his misetable “end was
shown to be the wine cup, which he had learned to love
while in a home of refinement and luxury

Trial, ¢ A leap year breach of promise case.” /
Lamson, Judge, Mrs. Jennie Stillman, Clerk. Miss V.,
Varnnm, counsel for plaintiff. Miss C. Skinner, counsel for
defendant. After impanneling a jury, witnésses were exam-
ined, the couusel for the plaintiff endeavoring to prove that
the defendant, a wealthy lady, had sought to win the affec-
tions of the plaintiff, a susceptible and’ guileless youth, and
having succeeded, now refused to marry him. The counsel

“for the defendant claimed that the attentions and favors be-

stowed by the defendant were prompted by charity and grat-

!

Miss A . E,

g

itude for favors once received from relatives of the plaintift.
The jury found the defendant guilty, and the judge sen-
tenced her to pay 85,000 damages and costs. 'We suppose
our-Athenan sisters will of course take warning, and not
trifle with the affections of snsceptlble young men durlug the
present year. :

Valedictory, Miss Bradley. - It has ever been the tendency
of man to seek for liberty. In this country, it has been at-
tained in such a degree that the oppressed in other countries
have here found an asylum. But we have not yet gamed

‘pelfect liberty. ' Political couuptlon, intemperance, and

other ‘erimes aie hindrances to liberty. The same is trie in
individual life; true hberty can be gained only by over com-
ing every temptatlon to erime, ,

Discussion, “ Resolved, That specie pajment s};ould be
resumed in 1879.”
in committee of the whole.
claimed that the history of the world shows that gold is the
only reliable basis for currency; that the honor of our na-
tion requires the payment of its notes in specie; that the fi-
nancial interests of the nation at large and of individuals de-
wand a return to speme payment. A few who have given
thejr notes or other obligations, on a greenback basis, will

unavoidably be losers; but this is a small evi compared with

the continuance of hhe rag money Bystem.-
On the negatlve, it was argued that it is the stamp of the

_government and not the material which constitutes money,
therefore, paper may be used as properly as gold; that a

purely specie currency is an impossibility; that the prosperi-
ty of our country, with a greenback curreucy, is snfficient
proof that it should be retained. The resolution was carried.

“Excellent music was furnished by various members of the

somet;y.

i

REGENTS EXAMINATION.

Regents examinations have come and gone, and now is
the time to count the killed and wounded, and learn the les-
sons which this triannual battle teaches. This year, as here-
tofore, the veterans, skilled in the Greek and Roman wars
(classic), were on hand. Th'ey had doffed the togas of. an-

_cient literature, and come down to show how the battles of

Opeued by Mrs. Sherman, and continued
Oun the afirmative, it was .

N

the English verb and noun should be fought. There was the.

astute mathematician, armed with all the toggery of radi-

‘cals and theorems, prepared to make a jest of complex and

decimal fractions; and there too was the new recruit, who
was to “smell powder? for the fifst time. :

THe first session in arithmetic began with filty-sevenin their

seats, all plepared to correctly solve and place npon paper ten
problems in two hours.’

hest promise ot success. - For a time it was hotly contested;

The engagement opened with thé

‘but the enemy, though so few, from behind his breastworks,

soon wrought dreadful slaughter.
was the cavalry, which having been *dismounted,” could
not maneaver successfully over the unfamiliar ground with-
out the aid of their “ponies.” Next the recruits broke, and

the whole brunt of the battle fell upon a few who had er-

The first to give way.
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tranched close to the enemy’s works, and proposed to carry
them by « regular appwaches,” whizh they succeeded in do-
ing. The afternoon session in grammar was a trying one.
The ranks were nearly full again, (forty-four strong,) but un-
fommately “short of ammunition,” and it was a sight to
move the stoutest heart, to see those tried « soldiers of ‘the
10th Legion,” one by one, shoulder their empty pieces, and
with woe-begone faces, betake themselves to the rear. It
was a terrible letting down to many. They fell as Lucifer
fell, « From ear]y morn till dewy eve—a summer’s day.”
Fnda,y morning’ came the second arithmetic sesson, with

fewer numbers, but some good work; and to lay aside all |
A creditable

figures, study, work, diseipline began to tell.
number were successful. 'In spelhng and geog;rap}:(y3 abous
the usual percentage succeeded.

To conclude: This examination, like all its. predecessors,
demonstrates two things: First, that spelling is sadly neg-
lected in our common schools, where it must be taught, if at
all. Secondly, that in @ our schools, the pupils are allowed
to hurry over all the common English branches, and into
the higher studies, nntil superficiality is justly cbarged upon
most of us as teachers and scholars.

-
2 .

THE SPELLING MATCH.

The weather has not smiled on the Alfred spelling matches
this year. At the time appointed for the first one, the night
‘was dark and the roads muddy; the evening of Feb. 17th
was then appointed for the second spell; this time, though
the mud was at least partially covered with snow, the roads
" were far from good, and snow was falling, making it qmte
unfavorable for a public gathering. A small andience as-
sémbled, including about thirty spellers. Mr. 1 A. Place
and Miss A, E. Lamson chosesides. Prof. Allen pronounced
the words; Prof. A. B. Kenyon and Mr. J. M. Mosher were

referces. Many of the spellers had evidently come with the in- |

tention to do their best, for the ranks thinned out very slowly.
The words were first selected from a copy of the Srupmnt;
after four hundred and eighty-three had been spelled from
-this source, one hundred and seventy-five were given from a
. list prepared for the occasion. When these had been dis-
posed of, there were ten contestants remaining. Words

were then selected from various sources, principally from a.

test speller.  Sixty-cight more words were spelled before the
last contestant was vanguished, making altogether =even
hundred and twenty-six words spelled. The last three words
missed are auricle, cartouch, accordion. The prizes were
awarded as follows: Firat prize, Webster’s Uuabndged
chtlonary, to Miss Wealthy V. Tucker; second prize, a photo-
graph album, worth $3, to Miss Clotilda Stillman; third
prize, a photograph album, worth $2, to Mr, J. E. Varnum
The following is a nearly complete list of the words mis-
spelled: - Sentence, achieved, years, stepped, trode, para-
digms, Schiller, sacrifices; Macaulay, villain, grammatical,
enterprises, billiards, Cassody, Noachian, maintenance, super-
scde, succeed acknowledgment, apparatus, caulifiower, ex-

1

- cartouch, accordion.

~ [

hilarate, Plexades, resuscltate, apropos, cautertza, a\mele,

ol
o>

Tue Braping ROOM is well patronized this term. Al-
though it does pot contain all the publications that can ba
desired, it has a good variety, as the following list of period- -
icals to be found there will show: Popular Science Monthly,
Atlantic Monthbly, Harper’s Monthly, Scribner’s Monthly,

. Eimira Daily Advertiser, New York Semi-Weekly Tribune,

Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Weekly, Harper’s Weekly, New
England Journal of Education, Toledo Blade, Chicago Inter-
Ocean, Missouri Republican, Independent, Christian Union,
Christian Standard, Christian Secretary, Christian at Work,
Christian Observer, Christian Cynosure,--()h'mch Uunion,
Methodist, Baptist Weekly, New York Observer, Messiah’s
Herald, Methodist Recorder, Narragansett’ Weekly, Hus-
bandman, Hornellsville Herald, Cuba Herald,; Alleganian,
Allegany Connty Reporter, Southern Tier Leader, Cape Vin-
cent Hagle, Angelica Republican, Allegany Democrat,

Olean Times, Friendship Register, Andover Citizen, Salis-
 bury Press, of Chariton county, Mo.

It is expected that
there will be some additions to the above list at the opening
of the Spring Term.

el
-

Canmver CoNrrisvrors.—drehwology.—Rev. N. Ward.
ner, Rev. A. H. Lewis, W. 8, Bonbham, Mrs. M. Bonbham, .
J. 8. Bonham, E. D, Bonham, Mrs. E. 8. Davis, A. Flitch-
inger, Louis Scheible, W. Davis, Helen M. Evans.

- Botany.—Mrs. H. Bacon,

Numismatics.—Helen M, Evans. A

Mineralogy.—Rev, N. Wardner, Wintield S, Bonham,
Helen M. Evans, George Bonham, Gilbert Ayres.

Polwontology—Rev. N. Wardner, H. M. Tomhnson,
‘Augustus Flitebinger, Rev. A, H. Lewis, Prof. G. M. Cot-
trell, Eddie Lewis, P. B. Davis, G. Bonham, F Tomlinson,
Gilbert Ayres, H, B. Davis, H. B, Evans,

Zoology.—H. M. Tomlinson, Mrs. E. B, Swinney, H. B
Dav:s, A. Flitehinger.

-

Surprarp & Coox are closing out their stock of groceries,
preparatory to dissolving partnership. Mr. Coon will con-
tinue to deal in books, stationery, picture frames, ete.- Mr,
Sheppard will duyowe himself to preparing to enter the medi-
cal profersion. Mark will be greatly missed oy both students
aud uitizens; his obliging manners and social disposition
have caused him to be well known and highly esteemed by
the students of this Institution for many years past. All will
hear tlly wmh him success in his new employ ment.

Tur endowment of the Professomlup of Church History i in
Alfred University is so far completed that Rev, A, H. Lewis,
pxofessor elect of that depart"ent will cu,upy the chair at
the opeéning of next year, =~ '

.
>

It is reported that one evening, not long ago, two or three
persons with lanterns were seen trying to. find out whethér
the'street lamp on University Street was burning or not, -
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. Tae GyMNAsIUM ASSOCIATION gave an entertainment on
the evening of March 1st. It consisted of a recitation,
gymnastic exercises, and a drams, emutled “ Among the
‘Breakers, or Cast up by the Waves” The recitation by
Miss M. L. Bradley was a plain but interesting story of do-
mestic life, and was delivered in a clear voice and easy man-
mer. The gymnastic exércises were by Geo. McNett, W. H.
Ferrig, F. D. Crandall, and A. O. Allen. The boys showed
an amount of skill and muscle that agreeably surprised those
who are not accustomed to v1smng the gymnasium. The
drama was a love affair, and therefore amusing rather than
instructive; but all agree that it was well rendered, con-
sidering the inexperience of the actors.
tainment was well received by the large audierce in attend-
~ ance.
- Band. .~
’ LT T e B
. Cossring and snowballing have been rather scarce lux-
-uries most of this winter, but on the 15th of Feburary snow
commenced fal lling, and in a few days there was a good
coasting track on Chapel ill. All the sleds of the neigh-
borhood were then in demand. Daylight did not last long
enough to satisfy all of the lovers of the sport. It was kept-
up by moonlight; and when that failed, lanterns were brought
into use, ‘The authorities seemed to admit, tacitly, that a
little indulgence was justifiable after so long deprivation,
. and on one or two evenings the merry voices and laughter of
the coasters were heard somewhat later tban a strict adher-
‘ence to regulations would admit._ )

Onrruary.—Died, at his home in Alfred Centre, Feb. 13th,
1878, of general atony, Luke Gleen, in the 74th year of his
_age. So reads the last clause in the history of a man known
to most of the readers of the STupENT. Mr. Green becaine
a citizen of Alfred in the year 1827, and duning almost the

whole intervening time has been actively engaged in the |

mercantile business, A man of energy and integrity, he has
enjoyed the confidence of the community, ahd  accumulated
considerable wealth. His sickness brought to his bedside
his whole family, though widely scattered. Dawd Hannah

and Orson, from lenﬁeld N J,, and Mxranda, from Sagi- |

naw, Mich. - ~ .

“Fouvr Yrars v Top Hosprrars” was t,'ne subiem; of a
~ lectnre by Miss C. C. McNair in the Chapel, Monday even-
ing, Feb. 26th. Miss McNair is one of thosé noble Christian
women that free]y gave their services, to lessen the horrors of
war in the late rebellion, by caring for the sick and wounded.
She is a forcible writer, and drew vivid pictures of Bo’spiﬁa}
life, holding her audience completely. The subject is one

that will help teach our youth what it has cost to give to | -

them a free and undivided country.

"Somr time ago a class in uloeumon was practicing on

-

various selections; among others one from Webster’s sup-_

posed speech of John Adams in favor of the Declaration of
Independence. The selection commences as follows. “ Bir,

The whole enter-

Music was furmshed by tbe Alhed Cu)tre Comet

supposed to be sparks or coals from a stove.
- care of the fire when youleave it.

before God, I believe the honr is come.””
Laving it well learned, and perhaps deeply impressed by his
position as a public speaker, with uplifted hand ang solemn
voice said: ¢ Sir, before God, [ believe my hour is come.”

<>

The Famsairy Famioy gave two very pleasing musical

entertainments at the Chapel Hall, on Tuesday and Wed-

nesday evenings, Feb, 22d and 23d. Their programme was

largely made up of the songs of Scotland, their native coun-
try. Mr. Angus Fairbairn gave a brief biographical sketch

of Robert Burns, and sang some of his finest ballads. To
all admirers of the melodies “of the Scottish highlands, and
lovers of the poetry of Robbie Burns, these were rare enter-
tainments,

.

" Posrrrvery tak Lasr [—The Pablishing House, which was
located (by vote) on the University grounds, has-since been
temoved (by the sanie) to the ground now occupied by the
shop owned by Thomas Place and Prof. Wm. A, Rogers.
As the job of building the PPublishing House is let, and
stones for the foundation are on the gpot, we infer that there
will be no more changes of site.

-

Armost A Firg.—The dwelling house of A. A, Shaw was,
a few days since, discovered to be onfire. Fortunately, the
discovery was made in time to save a oonﬁagxauon Cause
- Moral—Take

: - s L . :
As an evidence of the unusnal mildness of the winter, we

were commenced preparatory to building a publishing house,

B. 8. Bassrrr; of Canisteo, has bought the property in’
this place owned by Horace D. Eaten. Price $2,000. - Mr,
Bassett takes possession September 1st. = '

One member, not

B

Anote the fact that on Feb. 14th plowing and scraping. .

Sreeain C. Burpick takes the place of I8, Kenyon as

“ mige host ¥ of the Tremont Honse.

Rev. D. E. Maxson has bought of J. C. Green a lot con-
taining one acre. Price $1,000.

ﬂimm

[Information from any source concerning this department :

will be received with pleasure. ]

. w

) ALUMNL

_’44, Rev. John D. Collins is teaehmg in Dalton, Georgm.
'48. Rev. Darius Ford, of the Elmira Female College, was

announced to preach at the Baptist Church at Almond, N.

Y., on Feb. 13th.

~ ’52. Abby K. Edwards Witter resides at Alfled Cenme2

N. Y.



'TH-E ALFRED STUDENT. . on

'65. Mrs. Martha J. Benjamin is Premdent of the Ladies’
Sabbath Tract Society of Alfred, N. Y.

’67. Amos Lewis has returned from-the West,
engage in farming on the old homestead.

73. Rev. Geo. J. Crandall, lately of Richbmgh N Y,
has become pastor of the Seventh-day Bapust church ‘at

and will

- West Hallock 11,

*78. Prof. F. E. Mungot, of Brookfield Academy, N. Y.,
read an original poem at a session of the Ladiew’ Sabbath
Tract Society, lately held at that place.

OLD STUDENTS.

'41-'49. William Stout, Esq., is Postmaster, Justice of
the Peace, and a farmer at Fulmer Valley, N. Y,

’50-'51. Leader Gorton is a Civil Engineer and Surve} or
at Belmont, N. Y.

- 88, At the late town election, of Hornellsville, N: Y.,
Miles W. Hawley, Democrat, was elected Supervisor by a
small majority over F. M. Conkrite ('64), Republican,

80, A. J Switzer is manager of tlie Urbana Wine Co.,
at Hammondsport, N. Y.

63 Jacob Vickers, Temperance candidate, was lateiy
elected Excise Commissioner for Haitsville, N. Y. ‘

’66-'67. Mrs. Ruth Karr Cool resides at Pittston; Luzerne
Co., Pa. .

At the session of the Teachel 8 Assoclamon, for the South-

ern District of Allégany County, held at Wellaville, Feb.
10th, Silas G. Burdick (’60), Principal of the Graded School

“at Andover, presented an original poem. J. W. Bullard

70-271), Friendship, conducted an exercibe in Ge:-giaphy :

A, B. Cottrell, Commissioner, gave instruction" in English

' Glammar, and Mrs. A.-A. Allen, of Alfred University, pre-

sented an exercise in Industrlal Drawing.

JARRIED,

JEWELL—o—WRIGHT—At Irving, Kan., Feb; 8th, 1876, by Gavan
Reed, Esq., Mr. Lyman Jewell and Miss Elizabeth €, Wright

DIED, |

ExNig—In Little Genesee, N, Y., Teb. 224, 1876, of typho.id fover,
Dudley K. Eunis, in the 80th year of his age.

@h@ @@H oyge

THE LITERARY SOCIETY

We have noticed with regret the nnmerous signs of decay
in the College literary societies. Whatever may be the
cause, the result is to be deplored. No thoughtful person,
we presume, questions the value of the literary society.

The keen discipline which resulis from the conflict of ac-

tive minds; the self-control and power of thinking rapidly-

and accurately, which is acquired in extemporaneous speech;

the foresight which comes from preparing arguments to.

~clining in their debates,

withstand the vigorous and searching criticism of opponents;
the development derived from the analysis and refutation of
the arguments of others; the clearly defined knowledge de-
manded in debate; the famlhamty with parliamentary laws,
secured by practice, and the training in courage and self-
reliance, all combine to render debating, at least, one of the
most valuable means »f discipline and culture within reach
of the student. .

Dr, Mc¢Cosh, at the beginning of the present tenm, in 2
speech urging. ‘the students to gupport the literary societies
of Princeton, said: “The debating. societies of Edmburgh
have produced some of the greatest statesmen in Britain;
the Historical Society of Dublin nurtured the greatest ora-
tors of Ireland; and in our day, the resulis of- the debates of
the Union Clubs of Oxford and Cambndge are telegraphed
to London, and statesmen next morning eagerly tear open
their newspapers that they may see what is the oplnlon of

| young England ‘now, which they are sure will be the opinion

of old England five years hence.” As far as debates can
show, Young America has no oplmons oow, nor 18 hkely to
have in the future. '

Wlile the colleges have perhaps gamed in’ thomughneas
and finish of scholavship, they have lost in vigor and grasp
of thought, and this decline of manly vigor seems to be man-
ifest i the decline of the llterary and rhetori:al exercises,
and in the lack of general interestin political and social ques-
tions.” Whatever other colleges may do and are doing, we
think the power of this Institution will diminish with the de-
cline of her literary societies. The societies certainly are de-
There is a marked falling off from
the standaid of eight or ten years ago, and it isTull timé a
remedy was sought, or deeper interest awakened, anud better
work done. A lack of preparation, a limited knowledge of
public interests, questions, and movements, a false timidity,
are some of the causes of the failure, no doubt. If the soci-
eties should, from time to time, bold joint debate; in which
society was pitted against society, and thestrength of the so-
ciety judged fromits public exhibition in debates, some good -
might result. We trust the nembers of our societies wiil give
this question a careful consideration, and take measures to

| prevent them from following in the course of so many sum—

lar SOGIGL!GS Lhuouo'hout the land.

THE INTER‘COIJI‘EGIATE LITERARY CONTEST.

The literary contests naturally lead toa comparison of the
competing colleges in respect. to their methods of teachmg,
courses of study, saccess in accomphshmg their plans, etc.,
etc. President White began the comparison, claiming that
Cornell’s success came from three things: the broad founda-
tion of Cornel] as a real university, its unsectarian ohoice of
its instructors, and the establishment of various courses of
study suited to the gualities, tastes, and aims of various stu-
dents, HHurper's Weekly immediately took it for ' granted
that the success of Cornell was proof that her system and
methods of instruction were superior to all others, and that
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her success itself was suflicient answer to all objections to her

system and methods,

‘Before the conclusions are all drawn, however, ‘sound sense

requires a wider induction of facts than we have yet had.
Cornell is devoted, more thau any other of the competing
colleges, to special courses and to specialists.

Itis easy for.

a specialist to take a prize, in his own department, over a.

student who is successfully pursuing a regular ¢ourse of

many departments, and under teachers of great ability and 5

skill.

Before we judge, we wish to know whether Cornell’s

successful students were pursuing regular or special courses.
We would wish to know also, whether the success of

Cornell may not depend on the possession, just at this june-
ture, of students far in advance of those of the other colleges,
- in’'age, general calture, and dlsclplme. It isquite natural to
suppose that Cornell, from the chances for work whieh she
offers, has a large number of students who are helping them-

selves, and have taught, studied and thought more than the |
If so, Cornell’s success |

majority of students in the colleges.
would prove nothing save as to the ability of the contestants
t)lemselves.' We have no desire to detract a particle from
the glory of Cornell, but when educational theories are to be
developed, we demand a longer and more thorough study of
the case in all its bearings, and desire stronger proofs than
the non-employment of sectarian professors in the university:

-l

SECRET SOCIETIES AGAIN,

The March number of Schermerhorn’s Monthly contains
an entertaining (?) article on Becret Societies. The writer be-
gins by saying, “Tn regard to secret societies, it may be
justly said, that one ounce of practlml knowledge is worth
a pound of theoretical conclusions,” and then proceeds to
give an ex cathedra decision of the whole case. Over three

hundred colleges have secret societies, all of which ave de-

voted to intellectual and literary culture, and include in their
membership nearly all the students in-ihese three hundred
(and over) colleges, says this man of practical knowledge,
and then he brings forward four colleges, Harvard, Yale,
Williams, and Rutgers, as proofs of his free and easy asser-
tions. Are we mistaken in thinking that secret societies
have long been prohibited at Harvard, and have held a
meagre, clandestine, and sickly existence there? If'so (and
we are pretty sure we are right), our wiseacre must drop one
from his magnificent list of four, We koow that at Will-

[

iams the majority of .the students are not members of the.

secret’ societies, and that the societies themselves are not dis;
‘tressingly literary and intellectual in their aims. Then too,
how about the three hundred and morve colleges in which

there are secret societies ? 'We do not propose, at this time, |

to discuss the secret society system, but wish the Monthly’s
eritic to follow his own advice, and give us facts instead of
wild misstatements. When he does that, perhaps we shall
sympathize with him in his manifest spite against Princeton.

>

The school fund.of the Indian Territory is $100,000,000,

Women 18 Cornert University.—From the circular of
the. Sage College, Cornell University, we clip the following:
“It is now three years since young ladies were admitted to
the Ur;lvels;ty. Thus far the results have been excellent as
regards both sexes. There has been no decrease of manly
spirit among the young men, or of the feminine graces
among the young ladies. On the contrary, the discipline of
the Umversxty has been constantly improved; acts and words

~which will always be tolerated among assemblages of young

men alone have been banished by the presence of - ‘young
‘women,’ and a ndtural emulation has steadily raised the
standard of ‘scholar ship. ~ Not a breath of scandal has béen
heard.  The fears of the timid and the prophecies. of the
hostile have been brought to naught. Although the young
ladies have labored under disadvantages, owing to the want
of a suitable building, hitherto, their average of health and
attainment has been fully equal to that of the young men.”

-

CorrmerioN.—A communieation from an Amherst student
calls attention to a nistake in our February number concern-
ing the decay of the Literary Societies at Amberst. The Ii-
braries are surrendered to the general library merely‘: for
greater convenience in their use. 'We formed our notions of
Amberst literary societies from the -reports and complaints
of the Ambherst Student of two or three years ago, and from
private sources. We are glad to be informed that the socie-
ties are flonrishing, and willingly correct our statement.

>
>-

LXCHANGES. — The following exchanges have ‘been re- -
ceived: The Crimson, Bates Student, Madisonensis, Trinity
Tablet, Targum, College Mirror, School Bulletin and New
York Educational Joulnal University Record, Brunoman,‘ ‘
College Argus.

CLIPPINGS. .

It there is ever a time to be ambitious, it is nog when am-
bition is easy, but when it is hard. Fight in darkness; fight
when you are down; die hard, and you won’t die at all,
That gelatinous bodied man, whose bones are not even
muscles, and whose muscles are pulp-—that man is a-coward,
—H. W. DBeecher.

Fourteen hundred young Americans are proseculing their
studies at the universities and colleges, music schools and
conservatories of Germany, and recent criticisms and reports
from German authorxtleq testify to gheir. being very apt
scholars.— 2.

" And still- the “pull back™ gets tighter. The girls now
take sustenance from the mantlepiece, instead of sitting at
the table with the rest of the family.— Z.

President, Stearns, of Amberst, says that the modern sys-
tem of education, embracing. a multiplicity of toplcs, zs in-
jurious to the memory.

Sixty-six students are absent from Dartmouth, and over -
sixty from Bates, engaged in teaching,

In the lowa State University, last year, with 620 students,
the law class had two ladies.



