********ﬁﬁﬁﬁ**&**&**k#&w***w*****k***ﬁ*ﬁ**ﬁ**ﬁ***&ﬁ***ﬁ*ﬁ***t*ﬁ*******

* . T HE HONORS. NEWSLETTEHR : *

*****&*&**a**&****ﬁﬁ*****ﬁﬁ********kﬁﬁ**ﬁt*w***ﬁa*****%***ﬁ****#******

ISSUE I, Vol. 1 ‘ October, 1984
R N e S L e R S L e AR S S g g

HONOR STUDENTS VISIT WINERIES
by Tony Sapienza

On September 3Q, students from the Honoxrs Program vigited two
rather well-known wineries neat Keuka Lake in the Finger Lakes region:v

Buliy Hill and Taylor and Great Western winexies.

Thé wineries are quite 6if£axeat from each other. Bully Hill,
owned by Walter S, Taylorg makes up in character for what it lacks‘in
size and éophistication, Mr. Taylor takes pride in the fact that his
operation only makes wines éhat are aﬂ-natuxél as 9oséible. vaom vine
to bottle, the grapes are 'gxawn and processed wiihaut any extra
additives and in the safest manner in this small wine center. The
tour brings one from the tielda wh9r9 the gzape& are grown te where
the juice ig extracted, xaght uvez to whex& the wine and champagne are
bottled 1ab@l@ﬁ @nd aged., Beiﬂg an artist, Mr, Taylor does all the
artwork for the labels of his wines, and  all the paiﬁtingslahd

drawings seen on the premises are of his own doing.

Just down the road from Bully Hill is the Taylor and Great
Western Wine Center, now owned by Seagrams. Taylor differs vaétly
from Bully Hill with respect éq éiza and .chéract@m of the winery.
When inside the planﬁgv&né can see tremenﬁcus vats, where the wine is

kept. Much of the bottling is done in the tradition of wmodern
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bottling plants. The winery enlists the use of high-tech machinery in

the making of its wines, champagnes and sherxies..

one of the more enjoyable aspects of the winexy was the
Qine-tasting segments at the end of each tour. At each of the
wineriés; students had the chance to sample the final ,prcéucts of
Bully Hill and Taylor. Atiaully Hill, the winémtasting was done on a
bar which overiéaked Kéuka Lake and the suxiouﬁding hills, a most
scenic atmosphere. fhe Taglor wine-tasting segment took place in a
dimly lit wine cellar, which édded te the effect of the wine itself.
All in all, the ¢trip was one that anyone could appzéciate,and

definitely should experience.

Newsletter Anounces Contest

If you are not intrigued, amused or enthralled by the title of.

this newszletter, then you should definitély continue reading.

The staff of this néW$1ett@r is épcngoring a contest to choose
its title. ',Any studentvin ihe Hen@rs,?rngam'is‘eligibie ﬁo ente:,4
To 4o s0, leave your name, address, tel@ghone, and title sugges#ign
with Beileiﬂopkins in the Science Center, Réom 416. BEnter as often as
you wish, but pleage have your entry ot entries in by Monday, November
5, 1984, The winning entry will be used as the title for all

subsequent newsletters.

If you don't have é phone;'and if you don't have a chance to drop
by and see Belle,-you'may algo enter via computeri Just send a mail

message to the Honors Program Newsletter by mailing to THONORS™ and
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leaving the required information.

If you are'feeling creative one day, why not give the contest a

try?
Update on Science
| by Stephanie Phillips

The Science and Pseudoscience seminar has read and discussed in

great detail Worlds in Collision by Velikovsky and Sclentists Confront

Velikovaky, édit@d'by Donald Goldsmith. Immanuel Velikovsky K believed

that close encounters between the Parth and the planets Mars and Venus
are responsible for many of the catastrophic events described in the

Bible and other ancient writings., With the help of Scientists

Confront Velikovsky and Drs. Davis and Sass, we have analyzed and '

criticized'Veiik@vsky‘s theories.

UPDATE ON THINKING
by Teri Gluck

Upon entering the MeNamaxa room at -the caﬁpus center Wednesday
evenings, one might be surprised to walk into a room full of students
who appear to be asleep., Appearances can be deceiving, as Dr, Roger
Straus is not boring the students in Homors 103 so terribly that they
fell asleep. In realitg, br,‘ Straus .is .hélping us to relax and
understand our minds, Evety Wednesday evening from 6:3¢ until 8:10

P.M,, twenty-six students in the- Hohezs Program break down ‘theirt
preconceptions about thinking and view the world through the eyes of




Page 4

Gregory Bateson in his book HMind and Natures A MNecessary Unity.

After discussing thinking, the class usually takes a break (which is
necessar& after Bateson). We return put our books away and prepare to
go over the exercises and examples for the week in Dr. Straus's boock

Strategic Self- Hypnosis. This part of the class session is a welcome

break in the hectic lives of Alfred Univeréity'ﬂqnors studentss It is
a chance to cleay your wmind, imagine a fahtasy, and recapture a8
mexﬁoryo We do this part of the class in a Qorshop agproaéh with Dx.
Straﬁs as the leader of the group.  3&¢h étudent is  responsible for

keeping a jcurngl@ which is directly ;rélated to our mind-work

exergiseg done in class., Strategic Self-Hypnosis aids us by
éresentiné & purpose, a 'ﬁ@thcd, and a script for each experiment,
These-ﬁeutnals will be handed in at the next-to-last séaéicn, at our
last meeting, each atudenﬁ will: bé obligated to lead the group:in

short mind-work exercises. In addition, a paper discussing one's an

idea of the “pattern which connects®, a:subject discussed in Batesgson .

and Chuang Tzus Basic Writings (trénslated by Burton Watson), wil be

handed in at th last class.

The class is of interest to ceramic engineers and art wmajors
alike, making us think and use our minds in ways we have never

conceived of before,

An Interview with Dy, Straus by Bonya Redden

De. Roger Htraus is thg professor for the Honors Seminar
“thinking," held cou Weﬁnes&ay eveniﬁga at 6:30 p.m. We thought that

we should let wou know a littie about him.

e
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Dr. Straus was born and raised on Long Island and attended Great
Neck South High School. He was eager @c.finigh school and éismover
the wérld, s8¢0 he applied for @arly‘admiésign to Antioch University in
Yellow Springs, Ohio. Dr. Straus remained there ﬁaﬁ two years.
wanting a chénge, he left for New York City to attend a - school for
social- iesearch» He stayed there for ahe-y@ar and then took a five
year break to spend some. tima“experiencing“  lifea He so0ld wire
eqdipment in @os Angeles for awhile and tﬁen decided to go back to
school in 1972. Dr. Straus said, "People didn’t ‘care how . much. I

knew; I discovered that I needed a certificate of proof.®

Dx. Straus went to Humbdld State University in the Redwoods of
California. He wag an East asian Studies major {(a sort of mixed
social sciences). He went op to gxaéuate school at V.C. Davis to
‘obtain his Mastexs and Ph.D. He was interested in sociology and

studied cults and religious diversion.

Straus had been trained in field research, aﬁd he got a jgb aé
v.C. Davis as a directcr'aﬁ_a hypnaﬁiﬁ clinic, He felt that it was
interesting, and he wanted to get involved iu the in the life-change
proceés. Dr. Straus went into @macticé'ané gave public workshops on

hypnosig. He based his book, Stratedic Self-Hypnosis, on his actual

experiences. He is using hisz own bdok in the Honors Seminat,

Dr. Straus has enjoyed his seminar so far. He likes it, because
he feels that that it it gi@@& himself and his students a chance to
learn something in a fun and beneficial way. He is a people~loving

person and likes to meet his students. His office hours are from 2




Page 6

p.m. to 4:p,ma, Monday to Thursday, in case you would like to drop by

and say hello.

Dr. Straus has written another book that should be im print by

next semester's seminar., Keep your eyes open for it.

A General Plea

Beginnings are difficult. This hewslett@x is the fifsé of
hoéefully many newsletters. With time and patience, this newslettex
5houid become an integral part of the Honors Program at Alfred -
University. vﬁopgfully, it will'ﬁaxve'as a colligative device, while

it gives honor students s chance to be heard by other honox students.

To make' this newsletter a complete success, we maeﬁl your
thoughtful input and fresh iaaags_”Thi@ is your newsletter. If thexe
is ahy news item or feature that you would like to see, please contact
your representative on the staff. In the SGiénce”an& pseudoscience
seminar, see Stefanie Phillips. Those in Thinking may contact Joe

Keddie. Let us hear your thoughts and opinions.

You may send a letter to the editor of the newsletter by &xcppiﬁg:
it off at Belle's office in the Science Center. If you have an
account on the computer, you may "mail® your letter that waya

"Address®” it to "HONORS.™

Anyone interested in weiting one or. two acticles for the
newsletter should feel most free to do 50. The next staff meeting for
the newsletter will be in the Scilence Center, Room 465 on Thursday,

October 25, at 12 noon. Feel welcome to attend.
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DIRECTOR'S CORNER: The Honors Ideology

by Prof. Larry Greil

Over the past year and a nalf, I have been to. three Honors
" Conferences. At - these conferences faculty, students and
administrators get together to discuss the Honors programs at their
schools. One thing that has become clear to mé as I have participated
in such discussions is that the word "Honors" connotes more than just
an enriched cuxricul&m; .“Honors,“' rather, is a code wc:d for an
educational ideolagy that differs in some basic ré&pécts from the

'ideclogy that prevails at most iﬁstitutiuﬁs.of higher education.

The central elemeét of the Honors ideology is that learning
should. be active rather than passive. ‘Seminarg, where students take
partial responsi bility for their own edﬁcation, are preferred ﬁo
lectures. Most Honors pzogzéms try to ine students an active rala.ih
determining the shape of the Heﬁeis program ~éﬁd: of Honors courses.
Requirements for Honors couyrses 'asually emphasiée créativity‘and
insight rather than memerizéti@n and mastery of some specific body of

kncwie&gao

Honors pragzamé are often Wundiaéiplinedo“ By undisciplined I
mean that they try to break out of the traditional displinary
boundaties of academia in order to divide suhjects up in new ways.
The Honors ideology 'says tbat learning should be playful. The
traditional view that knowledge is best gained in a predetermined and
ordexrly progression from aaMple pﬁcblems to more complex ones is

challenged by an experimental attitude, that holds that there is an
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infinite number of ways to put ideas together. The Honors ideclogy
nolds that the learning process is more important ¢than the content
présumably being mastered. While it would probably be exaggerating to
say that innovation is valued for its @wnlsakeg I think it is fair to
" gay that people's eyes light up when sam@@né talks about &é unoxrthodox

approach to instruction.

Another elem@nt of the Honors iée@lcgybia‘the idéa that &ducétion
shauld. be personal and personalized. En_maﬁﬁ large umiveisi@iés,
HOnaﬁs‘is seen as an casgis of p@iﬂanal xelakianships'an& small classes
in a desert of lecture halls and t@levisi@n»mcnitorsa Mény of the
things that large schools created Honors programs to accomplish happen
at  Alfred Snivexsity a8 -a matter of coursge, We already have small
classes and personal relationships bétwaen students and faculty} we
do -not need Honors t@-supély such things. At a school like Alfred,
the mission of Hopmors is more xelateﬁ't@-th@ﬁ@‘agpects'@f the iﬁeolegy

I listed previously.

We try to injéat anlelem@ht of playfulness into the learning
process and o give students greater c@ntxsl~éf thelr own learning.
Students tell me on occasion that the? regard théiz'ﬂonczﬁ Seminars as
“vacatiops™ from theirx ‘“xegu&lax“. courses. That's the way it's
supposed o be. The Honors Program is designed, not to buxden
gtudents with more work, but to @xe#id@»them with an alternative

educational experience alongside their mote traditional courses.

TN
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F A UNIVERSITY

THE IDEA

uacisae)

by Richard Campanella

I recently noticed a friendloﬁ miﬁe.apgeaxing very depressed and
sullen, | Upon my asking what was the matter, he told'mé“that he had
received a "C" on a paper which he had written and I had proof-read,
The essay, in my opinion, deserved an average grade, but the amount of
knowledge my friend had put into it and received from it more than
offset the disappointing grade. ,Yét he was devastated by it, saying

that if he continued to get mediocre grades, he would have a difficult

" time getting employed. Is this a contradiction? Is the ultimate

value or puxrpose of a University education a paycheck, or is it to

produce a well- rounded,learned individual?

The top priority of an institution of higher education is

relative to the students it encompasses. If a pupil is attending_fbr

the sole reason of pursuing knowledge and becoming a more learned,’

cosmopolitan human being, then that perﬁen is a student of a
legitimate, true Universitya If 6n@ attends an institution so as to
qualify for a better 7job énd moxre m@negg theﬁ Ehat person is.a stuéent
of a vocational schoél. Ho mattex how mamdaé@ry earning tens of
thousaﬁds of dollars may be these days, the true purpose of a
University remaing the pursuit of knowledge, mnot the puisuit of a

péychédko
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In the words of John Henry Newman, too many people "argue as if
everything, as well as every person, had its price; and that where
there has been a great outlay, they have a right to expect a return in

kind," as if knowledge itself is a useless tool when not accompanied

by a financial reward,

Perhaps we as honor students should keep this in mind in our:

pursuit of goals.

HOT ‘NEWS FLASH
The seminars for next semester have been selected3 titles and descriptions follow.

The Crisis in Central America - Dr. N. Robinson

A discussion of the current secial, economic and political problems of the {
area. Historical background, American invelvement and puss1b e solutions

will be explored. Emphasis will be on the current crisis in these countries

as modified by curvent events. .

Fiction into Film . - Dr, L. Grefff

Our course will involve a comparative study of six works of 20th Century

fiction and their film version. The intent of such a study will be at least
two-fold: first, to reach an understanding, through clese analysis, of the
individual books and films; then to draw some conclusions about the process

of “transiation” or transformation from an artwork formed of words to one formed
primarily, of images. The seminar will also take up the retationship between
elite art and popular art in the present age.

£/00 [1"H il
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